
By KELLY NIX

THE VERDICT is in: People really, really, really, really
don’t want offshore oil rigs in Monterey Bay or any other
protected marine areas in the United States. 

Wednesday marked the end of a month-long period for
people to comment on President Donald Trump’s
April 28 executive order which calls for a review
of “all designations and expansions of ” national
marine sanctuaries, including the Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary, to determine the pos-
sibility of energy exploration in those areas.

In the executive order, entitled the “America-
First Offshore Energy Strategy,” Trump contends
that increased domestic energy production on
federal lands and waters “strengthens the nation’s
security and reduces reliance on imported ener-
gy.” 

Moreover, “low energy prices, driven by an
increased American energy supply, will benefit
American families and help reinvigorate
American manufacturing and job growth,” he
said in the order, which compels the Secretary of
Commerce, Wilbur Ross, to not expand any of
the nation’s 13 marine sanctuaries.

But the more than 65,000 people who submit-
ted comments on regulations.gov — the website
that accepted public comments for the executive

Venom unleashed by 
talk of coastal oil drilling

Residents ask for help after slide imperils road
By CHRIS COUNTS

WHILE RESIDENTS up and down the Big Sur coast
have struggled to maintain access to their neighborhoods
after a summer of wildfires and a winter of mudslides, one
neighborhood is now at risk of getting cut off.

Located 3.8 miles east of Highway 1
along Palo Colorado Road, Upper Rocky
Creek Road is a private dirt route that
winds its way for several miles up into the
mountains where dozens of people live.

Built in the 1930s as a logging road, it
was badly damaged by a slide last winter
— in part because the wood used to shore
up the hillside burned in the fire. Now, a
section of the road clings precariously to
the hillside.

The repairs will cost an estimated
$600,000. Coming up with that much
money isn’t going to be easy for the resi-
dents — especially since many of them
are still reeling from the devastation of
the Soberanes Fire. Sixteen of the 57
homes destroyed in the blaze were located
in the neighborhood.

While Big Sur has more than its share
of affluent residents, those who live in
Upper Rocky Creek are ordinary folks
with modest means, one resident told The
Pine Cone.

“We’re working class people,” Iris

Johnson explained. “There are no millionaires here.”
Johnson said the road’s survival is essential for residents

who live there. “It’s our only way in and out,” she said.
Because it is in such poor shape, residents have had a

difficult time rebuilding their homes. “We can’t bring 
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Residents of Upper Rocky Creek in Big Sur gather along a troubled section of a private
road that provides the only access to their remote neighborhood. An effort is underway
to raise money to fix it.

n Landlord posts eviction notice

By KELLY NIX

KNAPP HARDWARE has been a fixture in Carmel for
more than 70 years — and a repeated Golden Pine Cone
award recipient — so customers were shocked this week to
find that the shop at Mission and Eighth was closed for busi-
ness and an eviction notice had been taped to the front door.

Knapp has long been a go-to place in town for contractors,
handymen, do-it-yourselfers and those looking for odds and
ends. But the store was closed, a notice from the Monterey
County Sheriff’s Office indicated that Knapp’s, owned by
KAPACC Pacific Ltd., was evicted from the property on July
13, and the building was returned to its landlord, the Barnet
Segal Charitable Trust. 

A Monterey County Superior Court case number was also
listed on the document, but a search of the court’s website
indicated the number was invalid.

It’s unclear if or when the hardware store — the only one
of its kind in downtown Carmel — will reopen, but a peek
inside the shop Tuesday revealed sparse inventory. Phone
calls were not answered and the store’s voicemail box was
full.

Resident Keith Decker, 71, a Knapp customer and former

Knapp Hardware 
suddenly closes
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Customers of Knapp’s at Mission and Eighth on Tuesday found the
store closed and an eviction notice on the front door. 

See KNAPP page 11A

See VINEYARDS page 18A

See PANETTA page 12A

See VENOM page 7A

n Events ‘not part of running a vineyard’

By PAUL MILLER

IT WAS advertised as a rather mundane hearing about the
definition of “viticulture,” but Wednesday’s meeting of the
Monterey County Planning Commission turned into a wide-
ranging public denunciation of commercial events at a
Carmel Valley vineyard, with the result that the commission
voted in favor of requiring permits for things like weddings
and tours not only at that vineyard, but other grape-growing
and winemaking operations in residential parts of the county. 

At issue was the 20-acre Hilltop Ranch, just east of
Carmel Valley Village, which has a small vineyard but also
has become what one neighbor called, “an amazing party
venue,” where crowds and music have led to numerous com-
plaints about traffic, fire danger, and especially noise. 

“What makes Carmel Valley so scenic is that it’s such a
narrow valley, unlike Napa or Sonoma, but that also means
the sound carries,” said the neighbor, Frank Hennessey. He
said events at Hilltop Ranch, which is owned by Richard
Lumpkin, may have started small but have grown in recent
years into a “wedding-type thing” that’s pretty much gotten

County says winery
parties need permits

See HELP page 18A
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A 57-foot ladder truck from the Monterey Fire Department was going in circles this
week, and for a perfectly good reason: To prove that it could. See page 5A. 
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Panetta bill to expand business opportunities for vets
n Weighs in on Trump’s tweet 
about transgender troops 

By KELLY NIX

MILITARY VETERANS who own small businesses
and have government contracts will benefit from a U.S.
House of Representatives bill co-authored by Democratic
Congressman Jimmy Panetta, according to the politician.

On Monday, the House of Representatives approved H.R.
2781, requiring the Department of Veterans Affairs to ensure
that veteran-owned businesses are better represented in con-
tracts awarded by the Government Services Administration.
The bill also applies to veterans who have service-related
injuries.

Panetta, a United States Navy Reserve officer who served
in Afghanistan, said the bill — which is officially called the
“Ensuring Veteran Enterprise Participation in Strategic
Sourcing Act” — is a solution that’s fair to veteran entrepre-
neurs.

“Throughout the United States, there are many quality
veteran and service-disabled veteran-owned businesses that
sell office and janitorial supplies or provide building mainte-

nance services,” Panetta said on the House floor Monday.
“Those businesses and the government would mutually ben-
efit if the businesses seeking federal contracts were given a
fair chance to compete.” 

The legislation directs Veterans Affairs to verify that the
GSA is connecting with small businesses owned by veterans
before they make a final decision on a contract for goods and
services. 

The bill is expected to affect a relatively small number of

The wheels on the fire truck ...


