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Work crews lay the concrete roadbed on the new Pfeiffer Creek Bridge early
Saturday in one of the final steps before the bridge reopens — a step that will bring
major changes to what’s been called “Big Sur Island.” See page 8A.

Costly beach restrooms
could be named nation’s best
T

HE
BATHROOMS
that
opened at Scenic and Santa Lucia in
December 2014 after a decade of
debate and planning, and nearly
$800,000 in design and construction
costs, have been nominated among
the 10 finalists for the crown of
America’s Best Restroom, in a contest organized by the workplace supply company Cintas. City administrator Chip Rerig is asking everyone
to cast their votes in favor of
Carmel’s showplace.
Architect Rob Carver and his
team worked for years with planning
commissioners, city council members, and a very involved public
through numerous hearings that
eventually led to the approval of his

modern, low-profile, design in 2013.
The resulting building, which
replaced portable toilets that had
been on the bluffs at the south end of
the beach for nearly three decades, is
constructed of concrete, wood and
stone, and includes curving walls
and a landscaped roof.
‘Evocative’
At a planning commission meeting in November 2012, Carver said
he designed the restrooms to not
look too manmade, and said their
shape “is evocative of the motion of
the ocean.”
“I’m trying to make this as invisible as possible,” Carver said at the
hearing. “That’s my goal, and I’m

See RESTROOMS page 14A

ILL “SMOKE less” — not smokeless, since
there is no such thing — fire pits solve the problem
of wood-burning fires on the beach bothering residents and others while still allowing those who enjoy
them to do so? An experiment with the special pits is
under way, and the city council will review the results
when it takes the topic up again early next year.
After city administrator Chip Rerig discovered the
special pits, which function like a catalytic converter
to clean some of the smoke, he ordered one earlier
this summer, and city crews installed it on the
sand near Eighth Avenue last month. Since
then, two more have been added, and another
half-dozen arrived at the public works yard
Wednesday — all thanks to a handful of residents who paid for the pits, which are $349
apiece and come from a manufacturer in
Pennsylvania.
‘There was no smoke’
“They have holes at the top and bottom of
the lining, and they draw the smoke down and
then it comes back up, and it re-burns the
smoke,” releasing far fewer harmful particles
into the air, explained Scenic Road resident
and former forest and beach commissioner
Kathy Bang, who organized the donations.
The first day the new pit was used in
August, the Bangs walked over to chat with
the people who had settled in next to it for
their fire.
“As we walked toward them, they started

See PITS page 19A

Thomas Lang from public work helps place one of the new “smoke
less” fire pits on the beach Thursday.

History repeating with Flanders Mansion
n Detailed cost accounting
tells $1.2M story
By MARY SCHLEY

T

HE HATTON Canyon Freeway project was
debated for decades before the state decided to widen
Highway 1 through Carmel instead. The community
has been arguing almost as long about how to give
the Monterey Peninsula a reliable water supply.
But few local debates have run longer than that
over Flanders Mansion, which continues to rack up

By KELLY NIX

A

PROMINENT local artist who specializes in portraits of dogs
and other pets is being accused of the unthinkable: stealing someone
else’s pooch.
In a civil complaint filed Sept. 18 in Monterey County Superior
Court, Crystal Honn claims that “on or after August 2016 and thereafter,” artist Lisa Bryan stole Chelsea — a golden retriever Honn
took in as a pet in 2004.
Bryan “willfully, deliberately and oppressively trespassed and
entered [Honn’s] residence when Honn was not home, and without
her knowledge or consent, stole the dog and converted said dog
Chelsea to their own use and benefit,” Honn said in the lawsuit she
filed in pro per.

She doesn’t look like stolen property, but Chlesea — shown with a
bunny buddy — is the subject of a lawsuit claiming she is.

laughing and said, ‘You’re the fifth set of people to
come and ask how this works,’” she recalled. “We
stood there and talked to them for 15 minutes, and
there was NO smoke. It was great.”
The Bangs were heartened enough by the results
to spend $700 on two more pits, which were subsequently mounted on small concrete slabs and
installed on the beach, and she then worked with a
group of other residents near the south end of the
beach to raise enough money to order six more.
“If this works, this would be a great compromise,”
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Artist says she didn’t steal dog — she rescued it
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Residents rally to install more
smoke-reducing fire pits on beach

PFEIFFER BRIDGE RE-BUILD

By MARY SCHLEY

S I N C E

bills for taxpayers but has never really been put to
use, other than as an occasional residence. It’s been
empty and deteriorating for nearly 20 years, and city
employees are still researching ways to deal with the
old house, which is listed on local, state and national
historic registries. The city has tried repeatedly to
unload the property, an idea voters even approved in
2009, but a small group of preservationist activists
has used state environmental laws and the courts to
thwart that effort.
In August, the Carmel City Council delved into
the matter yet again, telling city administrator Chip
Rerig to research options for leasing the mansion out
as a private home to someone who would repair it,
finding someone to live in it as a “curator” and fix it
up, or selling the house but keeping the land. The
first two scenarios would likely require some financial incentive or help from the city, since finding
someone to foot the entire bill himself, with deferred
maintenance needs estimated in 2009 to be in excess
of $1 million, seems unlikely.
“The next discussion is tentatively scheduled for
December,” Rerig told The Pine Cone Wednesday.

A ‘demand’ that was ‘refused’
While Honn said that she’s demanded that Bryan return her companion, the artist has refused, and furthermore has “conspired with
others” to keep Chelsea’s whereabouts “secret.” She has requested

Déjà vu all over again
Taxpayers funded the purchase of the mansion
and its 15-acre grounds — which became part of
Mission Trail Park — in 1972 for $275,000. While
researching the possibilities of bringing in a curator,
Rerig came across an Oct. 4, 1979, report from the
city’s city administrator at the time that’s eerily familiar.
“During the period of time the city has owned this
property, it has been rented or leased to private parties and municipal employees, and also has had periods during which it has remained vacant,” the

See DOG page 17A

See FLANDERS page 15A
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