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Council requires
Concours on Avenue
to pay all fees —
and then some
By MARY SCHLEY

A

FTER 11 years of receiving significant financial
breaks from the city for their car show each August,
Concours on the Avenue founders Doug and Genie Freedman
were told Tuesday night they will have to cover all fees associated with their event, as well as pay for on-duty police officers who would be working regardless of whether their show
was taking place. The Freedmans had come to town from
Atlanta to request a three-year permit, with fees set at
$11,771 per year.
Police Chief Paul Tomasi estimated the total costs of the
2018 event — including the use of Devendorf Park Monday
through Wednesday instead of just on Tuesday — would be
$45,797, based on current rates. They would be paying for
closing Ocean Avenue and side streets and setting up barricades, $119 per hour in overtime for each of six additional
police officers, portable toilets, and numerous other costs.
(Around $21,000 would be just for use of the park, which
rents at a rate of $400 for the first four hours and $300 per
hour thereafter, though the council is considering a far less
expensive fee of $500 per day for park rental.) Items taxpay-

See FEES page 22A
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Cal Am, takeover protesters square off
n Costs, desal plant are major issues
By KELLY NIX

maintains that Cal Am could pursue a “less expensive desal
project.”
On the heels of a protest held by PWN members during a
Cal Am public relations event outside the Carmel post office

P

UBLIC WATER Now, the activist group that is calling
once again for the government takeover of the Monterey
Peninsula’s water company, claims it’s doing so because Cal
Am has significantly raised rates and hasn’t been a “responsible steward” of the local water supply. With a governmentrun water system, the group argues, water would cost less,
and service would be better.
PWN, which is collecting signatures in an effort to place
a takeover initiative on the November 2018 ballot, has also
railed heavily against the desalination plant in Marina that
Cal Am has proposed to allow the private utility to comply
with a state water board order to stop pumping most of its
water from the overdrafted Carmel River.

See CAL AM page 19A

What options?
But for all of Public Water Now’s predictions that Cal
Am’s Marina desal plant is doomed, the group refuses to
identify a water project it believes would be better. It says
“desal is a possibility,” and there are “better desal options
available at Moss Landing,” but doesn’t offer specifics.
“PWN recognizes and supports better regional options
that are less costly,” George Riley, the director of Public
Water Now, told The Pine Cone this week.
With regard to the slant-well technology Cal Am wants to
use for its proposed desal plant, PWN calls the saltwater
intake system “experimental” and “unproven,” and Riley

CHIEF: TRAFFIC CAMERAS WILL HELP CATCH CRIMINALS
By MARY SCHLEY

S

URVEILLANCE CAMERAS mounted on poles at the
main gateways to the city would help identify burglars and
thieves by recording their cars and logging their license
plates, Police Chief Paul Tomasi told the city council at a special meeting Monday. And when word gets out that they’re up
and operating, criminals might think twice before breaking
into homes, cars and businesses here.
“If I told you I could put an officer at six different locations throughout our town, and he would stand there seven
days a week, 24 hours a day, and watch everyone coming and
going, and then if there was a crime, he would have a photographic memory and be able to tell you the license plate and
what that vehicle looked like, you’d probably think that was
the greatest thing in the world,” he said. “This is a tool for us
to prevent crime, to increase security and catch criminals.”
No facial recognition
Two cameras would be mounted on each pole to capture
traffic entering and leaving town, and would record images
night and day. The video would be fed to a monitor at the
police station, where it would be kept for up to 180 days and

Surveillance cameras mounted high on poles are a useful tool for
catching criminals, and public officials want to install them at various
busy intersections in town.

could be rolled back if officers need to investigate a crime. A
license-plate reader would log the plate numbers of passing
cars, but they wouldn’t be automatically run through any
databases. The system would not have facial-recognition
capabilities, either.

See CAMERAS page 12A

Cal Am president Rich Svindland (top) talks with concerned customers
about the company’s rates Friday outside the Carmel post office, while
across he street, protesters called for a public takeover.

Kidnapper says he’s not doing business in prison
n Amending lawsuit, but making calls
By KELLY NIX

in any capacity.” Furthermore, Banos said she’s amended
Woods’ lawsuit to reflect that he’s no longer a party in the
civil claim against Bianchi.
“I will reiterate, Mr. Woods is not running any business-

T

HE LAWSUIT Chowchilla kidnapper Frederick Woods
filed over alleged mismanagement of a $1.5 million
Christmas tree crop in San Luis Obispo County seemed to
speak for itself, but this week, a lawyer for Woods maintained
that he is “not involved in any business” ventures at all.
The kidnapper — who has been locked up in a California
prison since 1978 for his role in abducting 26 schoolkids and
their bus driver in Chowchilla two years earlier — filed a
complaint in Monterey County on Nov. 15 claiming that he
hired South County real estate broker Mike Bianchi in 2012
to care for thousands of Christmas trees on land Woods owns,
but that the trees died. Woods, who alleges fraud, is seeking
$1.5 million for the loss of the trees.
While Woods’ lawsuit is remarkable, especially considering he was involved in one of the 20th century’s most intriguing crimes, state prison officials told The Pine Cone that
Woods is not authorized to operate a business, and that they
they’re investigating the matter, as well as an allegation that
Woods is in possession of a cell phone, which is forbidden in
prison.
‘No business’
The lawsuit says Woods paid Bianchi to grow the trees on
Woods’ property. However, in responses to questions emailed
to Woods’ Los Angeles attorney, Dominique Banos, who
filed the Christmas tree lawsuit on his behalf, Banos now
claims that Woods “is not conducting any business ventures,

See KIDNAPPER page 14A

Panetta opposes move
to impeach Trump
By KELLY NIX

C

ONGRESSMAN JIMMY Panetta Wednesday joined
most of his Democratic colleagues in the House of
Representatives — and every GOP member — in rejecting
an attempt to impeach President Donald Trump.
Panetta told The Pine Cone Wednesday that the articles of
impeachment — which were brought to the House floor by
Democratic Texas Congressman Al Green — must be considered with the utmost seriousness, regardless of political
party, and he explained the reasoning behind his vote.
“Though the president has made statements and taken
actions that have raised questions about his fitness to lead
this nation, it is premature to bring forward this resolution
before the investigations are complete,” Panetta told The Pine
Cone. “That is why I voted against Congressman Al Green’s
impeachment resolution.”

See IMPEACH page 21A
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