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n ‘These are some of the best and brightest’

By KELLY NIX

CONGRESSMAN JIMMY Panetta said Thursday after-
noon that he’s prepared to vote against a GOP-led spending
bill if it doesn’t include a pathway to citizenship for roughly
700,000 so-called Dreamers — immigrants who were
brought to the United States illegally as young people. 

Panetta said that while he’s confident that Republicans
and Democrats will soon work out a fix for the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals program — and he doesn’t
want to see a government shutdown — he’s also willing to go
down that road.

“Based on the [plan] that they put out, that does not
include anything dealing with our Dreamers, I would vote
against it,” Panetta told The Pine Cone. 

The last government shutdown in 2013 lasted 16 days as
Republicans tried but failed to make changes in President
Barack Obama’s Affordable Care Act. Democrats widely
blamed the GOP for the crisis.

No funding for wall?
Panetta’s position aligns him with many congressional

Democrats, who have said they would vote against any
Republican spending bill that didn’t include a DACA fix.
Voting against the bill essentially means approving a tempo-
rary shutdown of some government programs and agencies. 

The congressman, who lives in Carmel Valley, said he
may support a bipartisan bill by Republican Sen. Lindsey
Graham and Democrat Sen. Dick Durbin which includes
abolishment of the diversity visa lottery system, $2.7 billion

Panetta to support
shutdown if DACA
isn’t part of deal

Police investigating cameras in school restrooms
By KELLY NIX

A PACIFIC Grove K-8 school that installed surveillance
cameras inside its student restrooms has removed the devices
after complaints from parents, but police have launched an
investigation to determine if the school broke the law. 

Monterey Bay Charter School principal Cassandra Bridge
told The Pine Cone that, in an effort to curb vandalism, the
school installed three video cameras at the bathroom
entrances and one inside a “public sink area” in 2013. The
cameras, she said, helped to “substantially” decrease vandal-
ism at the school.

But the David Avenue school’s surveillance tactics upset
some parents, including a mother who said she was shocked
last week when she discovered a camera inside the girls’
restroom that was pointed at the stalls. 

“The camera was up high and it faced the low stalls,” said
the mom, who did not want to be identified, but whose son
goes to the school. “My fear was [the person monitoring the
cameras] could probably see inside the stalls.”

Removed last week
Bridge confirmed the devices were taken down after

another parent complained.
“Late last week, the cameras were removed from all bath-

rooms when a concern was brought to our attention,” she said
in a statement. “We informed the parent of our immediate
action and addressed the matter with our faculty, should any
additional parent inquiries surface.”

However, Pacific Grove Police Department Cmdr. Rory
Lakind told The Pine Cone Wednesday afternoon that there’s
an active investigation to determine whether the school com-
mitted a crime by mounting the cameras inside the bath-

See DEAL page 12A

See CAMERAS page 13A

By MARY SCHLEY

TWO CITY hall law veterans are joining city attorney
Glen Mozingo in his efforts to handle the public’s business.
At last week’s council meeting, Vice Mayor Carrie Theis said
Mozingo was authorized to hire other attorneys to help him
with the backlog of legal work and city controversies
demanding his attention. This week, Mozingo told The Pine
Cone he’s selected former councilman Gerard Rose and long-
time land-use attorney Jon Giffen to help.

“According to his contract, it was supposed to be a 15-to-
20-hour-a-week job,” Theis said of Mozingo. But it’s been
“closer to 40 hours, and then some.”

Mozingo has worked for the city for six months, and his
contract allows him to hire a deputy city attorney and assis-
tant city attorney. “There is some money in the budget for
assistance,” Theis added.

Mozingo picks attorneys
to help with workload

Jon Giffen Gerard Rose

See LAWYERS page 12A

Would you be upset if school officials were watching your child in the
bathroom? At least two parents at a P.G. charter school were not
happy when they saw this surveillance camera installed in the girls’
restroom.

By MARY SCHLEY

A CONSULTANT is being paid $9,000 to assist the
council in coming up with “a city mission, guiding values
and strategic plan that clarify priorities and direction for city
operations” — a project the council OK’d last year. In
November, city administrator Chip Rerig hired a contractor
to come up with the statement, and last week he notified the
council that the work was underway.

“Most organizations have a mission or a vision statement
of some kind,” Rerig told The Pine Cone.

After the council inherited an overwhelming list of 99
goals and work projects from the previous council, Rerig
said, members went through it a year ago and narrowed it
down. But they also told him they want “a vision statement
— something broad, like to serve the public, have open and
honest communications with residents, be fiscally responsi-
ble, and implement capital projects in a timely manner,” he
said.

Underneath those guiding principles, each city depart-
ment would have more specific missions and vision state-
ments that would “serve the council’s,” Rerig said, like

Expert to help
council figure out
its mission

See MISSION page 12A See FEES page 13A
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CITY TO DISCOUNT FEES FOR SCHOOLS, NONPROFITS
By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER YEARS of debate over a lengthy list of fees and
the convoluted ways they were being levied on people hold-
ing public events in town, the city council decided last week
to standardize many of them and give blanket discounts to
schools and nonprofits.

The changes could help Concours on the Avenue founders
Doug and Genie Freedman, who were told in December
they’d have to cover all fees associated with their event, as

well as pay for on-duty police officers who would be working
regardless of whether their show was taking place. A rough
estimate put the bill at $58,000.

Standardizing fees
Rather than continuing to decide the tab on a per-case

basis, the council voted Jan. 9 on a new fee schedule that
would give standard discounts to schools and nonprofits.
Rental fees are now $500 per day for use of the beach or a
park, and $500 per block per day for a street event.
Nonprofits and schools get half-price.

The park fee is far lower than the previous rate of $400 for
the first four hours and $300 for each additional hour — a
change that will cut nearly $20,000 off of COTA’s bill alone.

The fee for using a parking stall will be $100, except dur-
ing Concours Week, PGA Tour events, and the last two weeks
of December, when the price will double.

A few fees, however, are rising sharply. The cost of apply-
ing for a permit to hold an event at the park, beach or in a
public street is $685 — far more than the $155 it has been.
That bump covers what it costs the city to issue the permit,
according to Sharon Friedrichsen, director of budget and
contracts, but to ease the pain, schools and nonprofits will
receive a 75 percent “subsidy,” bringing the fee for them
down to $172, the council decided.

Aimed at COTA?
In response to council members who last month said they

want to charge higher fees during the busiest times of the
year — such as when the classic-car world converges on the
Monterey Peninsula for events like Concours on the Avenue
— Friedrichsen suggested “high season” rates that would
double the rental fees and deposits during July and August.
No discounts would be given.

A half-dozen residents and businessmen, including Denny
LeVett, Graeme Robertson, Rich Pepe and former Carmel
Foundation CEO Jill Sheffield, specifically talked about the
Concours on the Avenue, asking the council to support it.
They asked for it to be listed with the “historic city events”
like Breakfast with the Bunny and Carmel High’s homecom-
ing parade — and therefore exempted from fees. That would
be a stark contrast to the council’s decision last month to
impose what was then estimated at roughly $58,000 in fees


