
Sigourney goes ‘really big,’ wins Olympic bronze
BY CHRIS COUNTS

WITH AN Olympic medal on the line, freestyle skier
and Carmel resident Brita Sigourney saved her best for last.

In a dramatic run Tuesday morning (Korea time) that had
her many supporters gasping each time she took to the air to
do another daring trick, Sigourney edged out one of her own

teammates by just eight-tenths of a point to win the bronze
medal in the women’s ski half-pipe finals in Pyeongchang,
South Korea.

“Yesterday was amazing,” Sigourney, 28, posted on social
media the following day. “I’m so happy to be bringing home
a medal and proud of all the girls for throwing down in one
of the most insane contests ever. I am so grateful for this

opportunity and everyone’s support.”
A former student at Santa Catalina and

All Saints’ who finished sixth at the 2014
Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia,
Sigourney faced an uphill battle to reach
the podium in Pyeongchang. She’s battled
a grim assortment of injuries throughout
her career, including a broken pelvis, two
broken knees, a fractured collarbone and a
torn ACL. She also faced fierce competi-
tion from others, including teammates
Annalisa Drew and Maddie Bowman.

In her first run, Sigourney received an
impressive 89.80 score from the judges to
move into third place — 3 points ahead of
Drew. Bowman, who earned a gold medal
in the event at the 2014 Winter Olympics,
fell on her first run.

Because Drew didn’t improve on her
score on the second run, and Bowman fell
again, Sigourney held on to third place
going into the last run. Bowman fell again
on her final try, turning the battle for the
bronze into a contest between Sigourney
and Drew, who are close friends.

Drew went first, and had her best run
of the day. The judges rewarded her with a
score of 90.80, which moved her a full
point ahead of Sigourney.

With everything riding on her last run
— and needing to wow the judges —
Sigourney couldn’t play it safe. But she
also couldn’t afford a mistake.

As her family, friends and fans held a
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After winning a
bronze medal
Tuesday in
Pyeongchang, Korea,
Carmel resident Brita
Sigourney (at left in
top photo) hugs her
mom, Julie, while dad,
Thad, looks on.
Sigourney (left) said
she was “definitely
nervous” heading into
her decisive run in the
women’s ski halfpipe.

n Will pursue development plan 
approved by supes in 2010

By KELLY NIX

A REAL estate investment fund has purchased the
sprawling 891-acre September Ranch off Carmel Valley
Road for $19.25 million, with plans to build 95 homes, 22 of
which will be affordable, a new public hiking trail to connect
Carmel Valley Road with Jacks Peak, and other features that
were approved by the county a decade ago.

Longtime September Ranch owner Jim Morgens sold the
property to DLC Capital Partners, which said in a statement
that it would carry out the housing plan the county OK’d in
2010. The project will be managed by Clear Peak
Development, a San Jose company, and Morgens and his
family will advise the development team. 

‘Confident’ about ‘new team’
Morgens — who has owned the ranch since 1966 — could

not be reached for comment this week, but he issued a state-
ment Wednesday through David Armanasco of Armanasco
Public Relations. 

“Our family is confident this team is going to do a great
job implementing the plan that was thoroughly vetted and
approved by the Monterey County Board of Supervisors,”
Morgens said. 

Morgens has long sought to develop the property, only to
be thwarted by activists opposed to the project over environ-
mental and traffic concerns, and judges who sided with the

September Ranch
sold to real estate
investment group 
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The familiar scenery at September Ranch (above, along Carmel
Valley Road), will be unaffected by development, proponents say.

City attorney expects harassment report in days
n Will hold public presentation March 7

By MARY SCHLEY

THE INVESTIGATOR looking into sexual harassment
and other allegations against Mayor Steve Dallas could be
finished with her report as early as Friday, city attorney Glen
Mozingo told The Pine Cone Thursday, and he’s planning to
hold a press conference and take questions from the public at
city hall Wednesday, March 7, at 10 a.m.

“I’m expecting to get the report hopefully by tomorrow,”
he said, after which he, deputy city attorney Gerard Rose and
assistant city attorney Jon Giffen will meet with investigator
Irma Rodriguez and “go through the report line by line.”

Rodriguez, an experienced attorney who works for a San
Francisco Bay area firm, and her associates have been inter-
viewing people, reviewing and responding to emails and
phone calls, and conducting research for the investigation,
which simply seeks to determine “whether the city has any
civil or criminal liability as to the conduct of a public offi-
cial,” Mozingo said.

While it was Monterey County Vintners & Growers
Association executive director Kim Stemler’s complaints of
sexual harassment that prompted the investigation, he said,
allegations received since then have touched on other types
of behavior and conduct, such as threats.

An accusation, of course, does not equate to guilt, and
Mozingo said every allegation or contact requires a response.
Rodriguez, for instance, assigned someone specifically to
handle the 67 emails sent by resident Lynn Ross since the
investigation began. Ross has repeatedly complained about
the reporting process, potential conflicts of interest and other
issues in emails sent to the city council, city attorney, city
administrator and others.

“Each one of those things has to be addressed,” Mozingo
said, regarding complaints or issues raised.

He also noted that some who have reached out have done
so to offer information, witness accounts, and other facts or
perceptions. He doesn’t know exactly how many people have
been in contact with Rodriguez or her associates.

After Mozingo and his colleagues receive the report and

Flippo won’t seek reelection; assistant DA wants job
By KELLY NIX

DAYS AFTER longtime Monterey County District
Attorney Dean Flippo said he would not seek reelection later
this year, an assistant district attorney announced her plans to
run for the seat. 

On Feb. 16, Dean Flippo, who has held office for 27
years, said he would not file for reelection for an eighth term,
but that he would complete his current term, which ends
January 2019. 

“It has been a great honor to represent the people of
Monterey County in this capacity,” Flippo said in a state-
ment. “It has also been my privilege to work with the finest
management team, deputy
district attorneys, investiga-
tors and support staff to be
found anywhere. Their com-
mitment to seeking justice
and fighting to keep the
community safe has been
and is very much appreciat-
ed.” 

New blood
On Tuesday, Jeannine

Pacioni, 53, who started
working in the district attor-
ney’s office in 1992, said she
would run for the open seat. 

“I’ve been committed to
prosecuting violent and seri-
ous crimes — crimes where
vulnerable victims are left
hurting or dead,” she told a group of about 50 attendees,
including Flippo, at a campaign kickoff event in Salinas.
“Elder abuse, child and sexual assault cases, homicides, and
most recently, human trafficking crimes.”

Pacioni noted that women make up the majority of judges
in Monterey County, and that a woman, Susan Chapman, is
the county’s public defender.

“I am proud to run as the first female district attorney in
Monterey County, and I think it’s about time,” she said to
applause. 

Pacioni told The Pine Cone after the press conference that
“having a female elected district attorney would illustrate
Monterey County’s continued progressive views toward gen-

Dean Flippo
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