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A venerable agave that’s been growing quietly at the corner of the 
Carmel Mission Basilica parking lot for decades suddenly began 
sprouting a massive flowering stalk several weeks ago. The stalk, which 
is already about 15 feet tall, will probably reach at least 20 feet before 
blossoming into a series of yellow flowers. After the flowers have gen-
erated their seeds, the plant will die, as the species only blooms once 
in its lifespan. So don’t miss it!
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Mission agave puts on 
once-in-a-lifetime show

Man hit by car accuses 
driver of hate crime

By MARY SCHLEY

THE RESIDENT charged with multiple felonies for al-
legedly hitting a pedestrian with his Porsche twice, and then 
driving away, is also being sued in civil court by the victim, 
who is accusing him of committing hate crimes. Daly City 
resident Amro Radwan, who is Egyptian, filed suit against 
67-year-old Robert Budden in Monterey County Superior 
Court April 13.

The accusations stem from a Feb. 17 altercation in which 
Budden, who lives on Torres near First, allegedly hit Radwan 
with his SUV while the man was helping his wife into the 
back seat of their car on Mission Street. Radwan told police 
that he yelled at the driver to stop, but Budden only yelled 
back, “Get out of the middle of the road, asshole!” and kept 

opened. “The backcountry will be closed for a while,” Payan 
said.

Once inside the main park, hikers will be able choose be-

Restrictions at Palo Corona park coming to end  
n Room for cars at Rancho Cañada is key

By CHRIS COUNTS

FOR MORE than a decade since taxpayers paid $27 mil-
lion for it, 4,300-acre Palo Corona Regional Park has been 
available to hikers only on a limited, reservation-only basis. 
But that is set to change in early June when the Monterey Pen-
insula Regional Park District opens a path that will lead from 
a parking lot on Carmel Valley Road to the park. “Now the 
public will be able to enjoy its property,” park district general 
manager Rafael Payan told The Pine Cone.

The move was made possible by the recent public acquisi-
tion of the former Rancho Cañada Golf Club and its parking 
lot, which is located at 4860 Carmel Valley Road.

From the parking lot, a path will lead across a bridge to 
the South Bank Trail, which travels west to the main portion 
of Palo Corona park. At first, just 600 acres of the park will 
be accessible, although eventually another 2,900 acres will be 

See PARK page 18A

planning department issued a “preliminary determination of 
historic ineligibility,” essentially stating that it is not import-
ant enough to protect.

Planning director Marc Wiener told the HRB that the 
building — designed by architects Walter Burde and Will 
Shaw, who were also responsible for the Shell station at San 
Carlos and Fifth, and the former bank building at Seventh and 
Dolores — should not be deemed historic because it is not 

a good example of their architecture, nor is it built in 
a style that’s important to the city’s past. He also said 
preservation consultant Kent Seavey agrees.

After reading the initial determination earlier this 
month, historic resources board members Kathryn 
Gualtieri and Lynn Momboisse asked for the matter to 

Board: police station is ‘an eyesore,’ not historic
By MARY SCHLEY

CARMEL’S POLICE chiefs might have been import-
ant figures over the years, but that doesn’t make the building 
where they served worth preserving, the historic resources 
board decided 3-1 Monday evening. 

The vote followed a request by two board members to 
discuss the 52-year-old police station’s significance after the 
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Come June, Palo Corona park will open to the general public — in-
cluding its stunning views of everything from Carmel Valley to Pt. Lobos.
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ro Point to Cypress Point,” according to a county report.
The policy was amended to “to recognize residential proj-

ects in the Del Monte Forest that may alter their existing foot-
print,” but would “substantially improve existing Monterey 
cypress habitat.” Last year, the coastal commission certified 
the amendment, and the county adopted it.

According to a staff report, “the Lundquist project rep-
resents an opportunity to increase and promote Monterey cy-

Commission OKs home near Lone Cypress
n Vote came despite opposition 
from Peninsula commissioners

By CHRIS COUNTS

A PLAN to replace a Pebble Beach home with a 
much larger one was approved last month by the Mon-
terey County Planning Commission on a 5-3 vote — 
despite opposition from its two members who represent 
the area.

Planning commissioner Martha Diehl told The Pine 
Cone she voted against the new home March 28 because 
its approval hinged on changes to county policies that 
she believes weaken protections for local cypress trees.

Richard and Melanie Lundquist want to tear down 
their 2,083-square-foot home at 3224 17 Mile Drive, 
adjacent to the Lone Cypress, and replace it with an 
8,886-square-foot house.

But the Lundquists say their project will restore pre-
viously disturbed areas to improve Monterey cypress 
habitat.

Strict rules
A similar proposal that didn’t include replacing the 

home was proposed by the Lundquists in 2011 and ap-
proved by the planning commission in 2013, but the 
California Coastal Commission later determined it vi-
olated a policy in the Del Monte Forest Land Use Plan 
to guard against damage to Monterey cypress habitat.

But those restrictions might have been too strict to 
survive constitutional scrutiny, which “triggered the 
need to amend Policy 20, not only for this project,” but 
for others “located west of 17 Mile Drive from Pescade-
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Pine Cone asks judge to 
throw out defamation suit

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

A FRESNO county man’s lawsuit against The Carmel 
Pine Cone for reporting he had been accused of running pho-
ny charities should be dismissed under state laws protecting 
freedom of speech on public issues, according to legal doc-
uments filed this week in Fresno County Superior Court by 
Carmel attorney Neil Shapiro on behalf of The Pine Cone.

In April 2017, California Attorney General Xavier Becerra 
formally accused Matthew Gregory and two of his children 
of operating charitable organizations, not to benefit veterans, 
as they claimed, but actually to line their own pockets. Greg-
ory lives in Fresno but operated the charities using a Carmel 
address, and The Pine Cone reported the accusations shortly 
after they were made public by the attorney general.
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