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CHS volleyball team serves up one for the ages
By DENNIS TAYLOR

IF YOU’RE a sports fan, you’ve grown up with 
fantasies. You steal home in the ninth inning to win 
the seventh game of the World Series. You return a 
kickoff 109 yards to win the Super Bowl as time runs 
out. You hit a 25-foot jump shot at the buzzer to win 
the state championship for your school. Go ahead and 
admit it … you’ve been interviewed by ESPN in your 
bathroom mirror.

Each of those dreams registers as a 10 on a scale of 
10. What the Carmel Padres did last week in the finals 
of the Central Coast Section boys volleyball champi-
onships — that’s an 11.

Carmel lost the first two games of a best-of-five 
match Saturday night in San Jose, then rallied to beat 
the Harker Eagles three times in a row to win the first 

After being down two games to none in the best-of-five CCS finals, the Padres 
celebrate their dramatic comeback against the Harker Eagles.See COMEBACK page 27ASee DREAMERS page 20A

By CHRIS COUNTS

A GATE shack at a popular beach in Big Sur went up in 
flames shortly before midnight May 11, and arson is the likely 
cause.

Sand Dollar Beach, which is located 5 miles south of the 
intersection of Highway 1 and Nacimiento-Fergusson Road, 
belongs to the U.S. Forest Service, which charges $10 for 
parking. Last week, not only was the kiosk burned down, 
signs notifying users about entrance fees were cut down and 
carried away, while other signs posted with safety information 
were ignored, suggesting that whoever did it had an issue with 
the fees. A year ago, boxes for self-paying fees were destroyed 
at two of the sites shortly after they were installed.

The beach was closed for a few days, but reopened this 
week, according to Parks Management Co., which operates 
Sand Dollar Beach for the forest service.

The beach is located across Highway 1 from Pacific Valley 
School, where administrative assistant Susan Perry was work-
ing late. At 11:30 p.m., she looked outside a window and “saw 
huge, tall flames just to the right.” 

When Perry went to investigate, she said she was “able to 
see that it was across the highway and appeared to be right by 
the entrance to the Sand Dollar parking area.”

When Perry got closer, she could see that the gate shack 
was engulfed in flames. But no vegetation appeared to be on 
fire. 

Another school employee called 911. Soon arriving at the 
scene were employees from Parks Management Co., two Unit-
ed States Forest Service staff members, and a fire engine from 

KiosK at sand dollar Beach goes up in flames 

See KIOSK page 16A

See THIEVES page 19A

See BUDGET page 15A

A kiosk that welcomes visitors to Sand Dollar Beach in Big Sur burned 
to the ground May 11, and two other sites in the area were vandalized.
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Council gets first 
look at $25.5M budget

By MARY SCHLEY

THE CITY of Carmel’s budget for 2018/2019 would in-
crease spending over last year by $2 million, including spend-
ing $2.7 million in revenue left over from this year and previ-
ous years, instead of putting that money into reserves or using 
it to pay down debt, according to a plan presented to the city 
council Tuesday.

With housing prices rising, property taxes should increase 
5 percent in the coming fiscal year, according to budgets and 
contracts director Sharon Friedrichsen, to $6.37 million, edg-
ing out hotel tax, which historically provides the most revenue 
and is expected to rise by 3 percent this year to $6.35 million. 
Sales taxes, also predicted to increase by 3 percent, are esti-
mated at $5.52 million.

The $25,467,110 spending plan anticipates $20.1 million 
in operating costs — more than half of which goes to salaries 
and benefits — $1.24 million in debt servicing, and $4.1 mil-
lion for capital projects, including $1.9 million for remodel-
ing and expanding the police station.

Police, fire, ambulance
As is typically the case, public safety (police, fire and am-

bulance) takes up the largest chunk of the budget, coming in 
at $7.94 million, or around 31 percent combined, while public 
works is second, at $3.37 million. 

The plan allocates $460,000 for the city attorney’s office, 
and $1.2 million for planning and building. The administra-
tive offices at city hall have a budget of $2.24 million for the 
next fiscal year, which begins July 1.

Despite those large numbers, the bulk of the discussion at 
the May 15 meeting focused on $183,000 earmarked for the 
Monterey County Convention & Visitors Bureau as part of the 
city’s $1.1 million marketing budget. 

The Carmel Residents Association has repeatedly crit-

Firefighters doused a Monterey County Sheriff’s patrol car that sponta-
neously burst into flames while the deputy was helping at the scene of 
a fatal accident on Carmel Valley Road Monday.
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about Klein and his family: “Kenny was a big part of our 
Cachagua Fire family. Both his brother (Kevin) and nephew 

Cachagua man, dog die in single-car crash
n Patrol car randomly catches fire at scene

By MARY SCHLEY

A LONGTIME Carmel Valley resident died Monday 
morning after hitting a tree while driving his truck on Carmel 
Valley Road, and his brother was among the firefighters who 
rushed to the tragic accident, according to Cachagua Fire.

Just after 10:30 a.m. May 14, Kenneth Klein, 67, was 
heading westbound on Carmel Valley Road just west of Tas-
sajara Road in his grey 1987 Toyota pickup truck when, for 
unknown reasons, he ran off the road and hit a tree, according 
to California Highway Patrol public information officer Jes-
sica Madueno.

People in the area dialed 911 and performed CPR on the 
unconscious Klein until Cachagua Fire and other rescuers 
arrived. One firefighter requested a helicopter to take Klein 
to a trauma center, but the flight was canceled when medics 
learned he couldn’t be saved.

Not long after the deadly collision, fire officials posted 

See CRASH page 16A

Panetta advocates 
legal status for 
Dreamers who serve 

By KELLY NIX

CONGRESSMAN JIMMY Panetta last week proposed 
that Dreamers who successfully serve in one of the five 
branches of United States military should be given legal sta-
tus, including the possibility of eventual citizenship.

While debating the National Defense Authorization Act 
— which authorizes military spending for fiscal year 2019 — 
Panetta proposed an amendment that would give immigrants 
whose parents brought them to the country illegally a chance 
for permanent residency and possible citizenship if they serve 
in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines or Coast Guard.

“After honorably completing the terms of their enlistment, 
these individuals would be eligible to legally adjust their sta-
tus in the United States,” Panetta, a member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, told other lawmakers during a 

Plant thieves run amok
By CHRIS COUNTS

A MONTH after state wildlife officials busted a ring 
of thieves of native succulents in Humboldt and Mendocino 
counties, a Carmel Valley woman confronted two people she 
said were doing the same thing at Garrapata State Park in Big 
Sur earlier this month.

Some plants found along the California coast, like many 
varieties of Dudleya, are worth big bucks in Asia, according 
to the Mercury News.

The Big Sur incident happened May 5 just before 3 p.m. 
Jade Davis was in a car with others, and they pulled into a 
turnout north of Soberanes Point just in time to see the al-
leged thieves in action. “When we first saw them, they had 
three bags that were quite heavy,” Davis told The Pine Cone. 


