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HEALTHY ‘CHEERS!’ 
TO YEARS 
OF SMILEST H E  M A G A Z I N E
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Carolyn Hardy Jeff BaronCarrie Theis

a degree in computer science in 1986, worked on Wall Street 
for several years and made his way to California in 1994. They 
bought property here in 2005, and Baron built their house 
while they were still living in San Carlos. The pair moved here 
full-time in 2011 after D’Angelo’s tech company was sold.

Baron joined the forest and beach commission in 2014 but 
was not reappointed, and he applied for appointment to the 
city council in 2016, when then-councilman Steve Dallas was 
elected mayor, opening a two-year spot. The mayor and coun-
cil appointed Hardy to the position, but Baron has continued 
to attend and comment frequently at planning commission 
and council meetings.

Baron told The Pine Cone he seeks to defend the public’s 
rights, favors fiscal prudence and wants more transparency in 
government.

He opposed a large home being built on Second Avenue, 
for instance, in part because it would impact the view from 
the narrow street. “That was about preserving the rights of the 
people who walk up and down Second Avenue to not be im-

posed upon by this big glass-
façade house,” he said.

Similarly, he’d like to see 
some measures taken to re-
duce exterior lighting in the 
residential districts, partic-
ularly at homes that are un-
occupied much of the year, to 
preserve residents’ rights to 
enjoy the darkness at night.

“I believe we can use the 
tools we already have to pro-
tect the lives of the people 
around here, and we don’t do 
that enough,” he said. “One 
of the things the city doesn’t 

Hardy, Theis seek reelection; Baron to challenge
n Three candidates step up well in 
advance of November council race

By MARY SCHLEY

FORMER FOREST and beach commissioner Jeff Baron 
and sitting council members Carolyn Hardy and Carrie Theis 
this week announced their plans to run for city council. This 
year is the first since the city was incorporated more than a 
century ago in which the election for two council members 
and mayor will take place in November, in conjunction with 
the statewide election, rather than in April. The filing period 
for candidates runs from July 19 to Aug. 10.

n Jeff Baron
Baron, who lives on Camino Real at the north end of town 

with husband Kevin D’Angelo, graduated from Harvard with 
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Democrats: It’s 
‘DIrty polItIcs’ to 
lInk phIllIps to trump

By KELLY NIX

FORMER CONGRESSMAN Sam Farr and other promi-
nent Democrats are calling for Regina Gage — the candidate 
running for District 2 Monterey County Supervisor — to re-
move a TV advertisement that suggests her opponent, incum-
bent John Phillips, is ideologically linked to President Donald 
Trump. 

Gage’s video advertisement, released last week, starts off 
with a flicker of a picture of Trump and asks, “Do you know 
who your county supervisor is?” The video then morphs into 
an image of Phillips, 76.

“We do, and it’s time for a change,” the male narrator on 
the video says, switching to a photograph of Gage, 53. “It’s 
time for Regina Gage.” 

But the ad by Gage, a Democrat, is being condemned by 
several high-profile members of her own party, including 
Farr. While Phillips is a registered Republican, he has been 
a moderate voice on the board, and has shown no similarity 
to Trump.

“The morphing of the image of Donald Trump into Judge 
John Phillips is dirty politics,” Farr said in a statement. “Re-
gardless of party in this nonpartisan office, Judge Phillips is 

the steep topography, vegetation, and vertical separation from 
the highway,” she reported. “Staff recommended the amend-
ment go forward and, unfortunately, it turns out the structure 

Coastal commission: Big Sur should have a say 
By CHRIS COUNTS

FINALLY ANSWERING questions about how Ventana 
Inn got permits for new construction that residents say flew 
under their radar, a California Coastal Commission official 
conceded this week that recent upgrades at the resort should 
have been reviewed by the Big Sur Land Use Advisory Coun-
cil, and said the agency is “working with” Ventana to ensure 
that a new building that is visible from Highway 1 will be 
screened with trees and vegetation.

Ventana unveiled an ambitious makeover last fall, which 
included constructing a building next to an exposed cliff, in-
stalling a new entrance sign along Highway 1, and erecting 
tent cabins in its campground. The resort also received ap-
proval to transform a historical building into a café.

But residents say the recent work was done “without any 
input” from the Big Sur LUAC, which typically reviews proj-
ects and holds public hearings. Some even complained Venta-
na was getting special treatment.

‘Nothing more we could do’
Coastal commission spokeswoman Noaki Schwartz ac-

knowledged that the plans should have been reviewed by the 
LUAC. In contrast to most projects in Big Sur, which the 
county directly oversees, the coastal commission was the lead 
agency on the recent work done at Ventana. Schwartz said her 
agency wasn’t aware of any problems “until the projects were 
in construction.”

“At that time, there was nothing more that we could do,” 
Schwartz explained. “However, the agencies met and we 
agreed that the county would route all future Ventana items 
— and all Big Sur items — through the LUAC.”

Schwartz also addressed concerns about the new building, 
which can be seen from Highway 1. She conceded the coastal 
commission never did a site visit.

“We didn’t have the opportunity to see the staking for the 
proposed structure, and didn’t think it would be visible, given 
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Board wants cabin saved — 
unless the termites disagree

By MARY SCHLEY

A 116-YEAR-OLD log cabin built on Monte Verde 
Street for an attorney, and the home of poet Robinson Jeffers 
for a time, shouldn’t be removed from the city’s list of histor-
ic properties in case there’s a way to preserve it, the historic 
resources board said Monday. But the board stopped short of 
denying Matthew and Stacey Roy’s request to remove it from 
the list, instead asking for more information regarding wheth-
er it can be saved.

The Roys bought the small cabin, now completely over-
grown by plants and vines, earlier this month from John and 
Carolyn Simpson for $425,000. Due to its poor condition, 
they plan to tear it down and build a new home.

The 600-square-foot log cabin was added to the city’s in-
ventory of historic properties in 2002 and deemed uninhabit-
able by the city in early 2003. Since then, it has only decayed 
further, with termites, dry rot and fungus rendering the house 
unsalvageable, planning director Marc Wiener said at the May 

This 112-year-old cabin on Monte Verde Street is so riddled with ter-
mites, beetles and dry rot that it’s falling apart, but the historic resources 
board isn’t ready to let the owners tear it down.

When musicians Rachel Alexandria DuVall-Schmidt and Billy Schmidt 
made a slick video of a song they wrote about Carmel, the video lured 
a buyer for an expensive house on Santa Rita Street.
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song helps sell house
By CHRIS COUNTS

TAKING A break from their musical career to have a 
baby on the Monterey Peninsula, a husband and wife duo re-
cently wrote a song about Carmel — a song that helped sell a 
home for $3 million.

As members of a rock band, Raggy Monster, Billy Schmidt 
and Rachel Alexandria DuVall-Schmidt once opened for the 




