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Bringing stone to life ...

The delicate — some might even say magic — hands of a sculptor as he reveals the vitality inside a 
piece of indigenous rock will be on display at Devendorf Park Saturday. See page 19A.

Climbing lane 
work to pause 
during Concours

By CHRIS COUNTS

TO PREVENT the gridlock during the Highway 1 climb-
ing lane project from making things miserable during Car 
Week, work will be put on hold Aug. 17, and the construction 
zone will be temporarily reopened to motorists, according to 
Monterey County officials.

But there’s a lot to be done before even that can be accom-
plished, which means contractor Teichert Construction of Sac-
ramento will be working six days a week and 12 hours a day 
until Car Week. According to Monterey County spokesperson 
Maia Carroll, the accelerated work schedule will help make it 
possible for “those taking part in Car Week activities to avoid 
congestion due to construction.”

Fifth District Supervisor Mary Adams, meanwhile, urged 
visitors to take a trip down the 
coast during Car Week.

“The road will be complete-
ly open and there won’t be any 
K-rails, so you can drive down 
to Big Sur, and shop at The 
Barnyard and The Crossroads 
more easily,” Adams told The 
Pine Cone.

Adams credited a trio of en-
gineers in the county’s public 
works department — Billy Issa, 
Jonathan Pascua and Neville 
Pereira — with making it pos-
sible to open the work zone to 

motorists during Car Week.
“They listened to the residents, and took what we deter-

mined at community meetings seriously,” Adams said. “That 
made a big difference getting the work completed.”

Officials are hoping to avoid a repeat of the heavy traffic 
that snarled along Highway 1 south of Rio Road during the 
spring. According to the The Monterey County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, 85,000 visitors attend the various Car 
Week events, generating $53.5 million in revenue for the local 
economy, including $4.8 million in taxes.

The improved flow of traffic is good news for those attend-
ing events such as Concours on the Avenue (Aug. 21), the 
Carmel Mission Classic and the Prancing Ponies Car Show 

Hardy qualifies for council race
By MARY SCHLEY

CITY COUNCIL incumbent Carolyn 
Hardy is the second candidate to submit the 
necessary signatures to get her name on the 
Nov. 6 ballot, when Carmel voters will choose 
a mayor and two members of the council. In-
cumbent Mayor Steve Dallas was the first to 
turn in his nomination paper and have the 
signatures certified by the Monterey County 
Registrar of Voters last week, shortly after the 
filing period opened.

Each candidate for office must collect at 
least 20 signatures of registered Carmel-by-
the-Sea voters in order to be included on the 
ballot. 

Council incumbent Carrie Theis, council 
challenger Jeff Baron, and mayoral challeng-
ers Gene Hughes and Dave Potter have two 
more weeks to submit theirs to the city.

Signers of Hardy’s petition include a lot of 

longtime residents, supporters of local causes 
and active members of the community, in-
cluding Merv Sutton, Bill Doolittle, Richard 
and Barbara Stiles, Jim Emery, Lee Cox, Tom 
Parks and Belinda Holliday.

Former city councilwoman and Carmel 
Residents Association President Barbara Liv-
ingston signed, as did former assistant city 
administrator and Mission Trail park advo-
cate Greg D’Ambrosio.

Forest and beach commissioners Darlene 
Mosley and David Refuerzo signed, along 
with planning commissioners Michael LeP-
age and Julie Wendt, community activities 
and cultural commission member Judy Re-
fuerzo, and Flanders Mansion preservation 
activist Melanie Billig and her husband, Har-
vey.

If any additional candidates are planning 
to step forward for the Nov. 6 election, they 
have until Aug. 10 to submit their paperwork.

A picturesque bridge across the Carmel River at Rancho Cañada is the gate-
way to Palo Corona Park, and starting Saturday, no reservations are required.
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gional Park without making reservations — and it starts this 
weekend.

Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District officials are 
describing Saturday’s milestone as a “soft opening,” and they 
plan a full-blown dedication ceremony Sept. 28.

But starting July 28, “the public will have per-
mit-free access to Palo Corona park’s numerous trails 
and some of the Monterey Peninsula’s most spectac-
ular scenery, including views of the Carmel River, 
Monterey Bay, rolling hills and oak-dotted grass-
lands,” park district general manager Rafael Payan 
announced.

Also for the first time, dogs will be allowed in Palo 
Corona park, but they must remain on leashes. Dogs 
will be restricted to the former Rancho Cañada Golf 
Club property and the South Bank Trail, where cattle 
don’t graze.

The former golf course’s parking lot at 4860 Car-
mel Valley Road will provide access to the park. From 
there, a path will lead across a bridge to the South 
Bank Trail, which travels west to the main portion of 
the park. 

When hikers enter the park from Carmel Valley 
Road, they will see how a former golf course is being 
transformed.

“The park will continue to evolve and be enhanced, 

Reservations no longer needed for Palo Corona 
By CHRIS COUNTS

FOR THE first time since it was acquired by the public 
13 years ago, hikers will be able to access Palo Corona Re-

See CORONA page 14A

Coleman to safety. Vandenbroucke, who was not wearing a 
seatbelt and was unconscious, died a week later at Natividad 
Medical Center. 

McNally faces charges of felony DUI and vehicular man-
slaughter, and CHP investigators are also working to deter-
mine where and how she obtained the alcohol.

This week, Coleman’s nephew, Thomas Boles, set up a Go-
FundMe account to help with her extensive medical bills. She 
suffered two broken legs, including a severe compound frac-
ture of her right leg, as well as a broken clavicle and several 
cracked ribs.

“She has already undergone several surgeries and has sev-
eral more to look forward to,” Boles wrote on her GoFundMe 
page. “While it could have been much worse, her life will be 
greatly impacted for some time.”

He described her attitude as “incredible” and said Cole-
man has exhibited “great patience and composure” during the 
ordeal.

Fundraising underway for victim in DUI crash
n Criminal case pending against driver

By MARY SCHLEY

CHARGES HAVE yet to be filed against the 18-year-old 
driver in an alleged DUI crash in Carmel Valley July 12 that 
killed a 16-year-old passenger and seriously injured a woman 
behind the wheel of another car, but friends and family were 
set to gather Thursday to bid farewell to young Annabelle Van-
denbroucke, and a GoFundMe account has been established 
for the other victim.

Margot McNally, 18, was drunk behind the wheel of a 
2007 Nissan Pathfinder westbound on Carmel Valley Road 
around 7:40 p.m. July 12 when she lost control of her vehicle 
east of Country Club Drive, crossed over the center line, and 
ran head-on into a GMC Suburban driven by Carmel Valley 
resident Sarah Coleman, 69, according to the CHP.

After the engine compartment of the Suburban caught 
fire, an off-duty firefighter who came across the wreck pulled See CRASH page 14A

An effort 
to prevent 
gridlock 
during the 
busiest week 
of the year

See CLIMBING page 13A


