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Highway 1 climbing
lane ready to open

PUC judges: Build the desal plant

n County official promises
‘no more daytime lane closures’

N A major victory for California American Water, the
state Public Utilities Commission this week backed the utility’s $330 million desalination proposal for North Marina,
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HE ADDITION of a climbing lane along Highway 1
from Rio Road to Carmel Valley Road has frustrated motorists all summer by causing gridlock, but if there’s a backup of
cars this week, it can’t be blamed on the construction.
All daytime work on the project ends Aug. 17, which
means the afternoon delays motorists have been facing since
April should also be coming to an end. The end of daytime
work comes just in time for Car Week, which kicks off this
weekend and continues through Aug. 26.
“The K-rail will be removed permanently,” county official
Christine Poe told The Pine Cone.
Finishing touches on the project, such as striping, erosion
control and tree planting, will be done at night — or in such a
way that the work won’t impede traffic.
Poe also said the construction will no longer block the entrance to the Carmel River Inn, which is located on Highway
1 just south of Rio Road. During recent road work, guests
were required to take a detour along Rio and Oliver roads to
reach the inn.
Fifth District Supervisor Mary Adams said she’s happy to
see the project wind down.
“I’m delighted,” Adams said. “They’ve fulfilled their promise to have the road cleared in time for Car Week.”
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On Fairground Road in Monterey Thursday, a utility worker uses reclaimed water to flush out the new pipeline intended to deliver water
from a desal plant to the Monterey Peninsula. After decades of consideration, the desal plant received a key approval this week.
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As the contractor for the Highway 1 climbing lane project prepares to
remove the K-rails, a two-lane stretch is set to open by this weekend —
just in time for Car Week.

See BUILD page 11A

Slow mo installation of license plate cameras

See READY page 18A
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calling it the “most reasonable” option to provide the Monterey Peninsula with a drought-resistant water supply.
On Monday, the PUC released its 223-page “proposed decision,” which concludes that Cal Am’s 6.4-million-gallonsper-day desal facility is the best project to ensure customers
“have a sufficient water source” for existing users, lots of record, tourism, and as a buffer against “uncertainties.”
“The [Cal Am] project is the most reasonable approach to
solving the long-term problem of water supply in the Monterey District,” according to the document signed by signed
by PUC administrative law judges Robert W. Haga, Darcie L.
Houck and Gary Weatherford.
The commission, which recommended a permit for the desal plant, said that absent a new water supply, Cal Am would
be unable to provide “sufficient water” to its customers after
Dec. 31, 2021 — the deadline the state water board has set for
Cal Am to stop pumping most of its water from the Carmel
River.
Cal Am manager Catherine Stedman said the recommendation keeps the company on schedule for a final vote in September from commissioners. Oral arguments in the case will
be heard in San Francisco next week.
“We’re pleased the review process has resulted in a recommendation to approve,” Stedman told The Pine Cone. “The
proposed decision validates our approach, much in the same
way the [EIR] produced by the PUC and Monterey Bay Na-

VEN THOUGH the city council approved them last
year, budgeted for them in last year’s and this year’s budgets,
and authorized a $110,000 contract for them last month, the
surveillance cameras police and city officials want to place
around the perimeter of the city to capture the license plates
of every vehicle entering and leaving town — making finding
criminals easier — are still months away from reality.
“We finally got the contract signed off with SurveillanceGrid and have a kickoff meeting on Friday morning to start
the project,” public works director Bob Harary told The Pine
Cone this week. “We have a long way to go.”
According to a presentation given by Police Chief Paul
Tomasi to the council late last year, two cameras would be
mounted on each of a half-dozen power poles to capture traffic
entering and leaving town, and would record images night and
day. The video would be fed to a monitor at the police station,
where it would be kept for up to 180 days and could be rolled
back if officers need to investigate a crime. A license-plate
reader would log the plate numbers of passing cars, but they
wouldn’t be automatically run through any databases. The

system would not have facial-recognition capabilities, either.
In January, the city requested proposals from companies
that provide and maintain pole-mounted surveillance systems
and received three. Harary, Tomasi, budgets and contracts
director Sharon Friedrichsen and IT manager Joel Staker reviewed them and selected SurveillanceGrid Integration, Inc.,
of Morgan Hill.
A critical working relationship
The 9-year-old firm is a disabled-veteran-owned and operated licensed electrical contractor and security company with
“a solid history working with PG&E for access to PG&Eowned power poles,” Harary and Tomasi said in their report
for the council last month. That bit is critical, since the cameras would be attached to power poles owned by the utility company, and SurveillanceGrid Integration has installed systems
See CAMERAS page 18A

Gordon moves offstage

Commission: New gas line mustn’t hurt trees
By MARY SCHLEY

W

ITH PLANS for a new PG&E gas main through town
causing concern at the city council and among people who
live along the route, the forest and beach commission last
week put off consideration of a permit for the project by requiring PG&E officials to photograph and survey every large
tree within 15 feet of the mile-long stretch of gas line, and that
they more accurately mark the route on the streets.
Commissioners voted Aug. 9 to require that information
and then hold another meeting before they recommend that
the city council allow the utility company to dig up the streets
between the Pebble Beach gate and Forest Hill Park to lay the
6-inch gas main.
In March, PG&E officials presented their plans to the
council to bury 4,900 feet of plastic “distribution line” in a
4-foot-deep trench along some of the busiest streets in town,
including San Antonio, Fourth Avenue, San Carlos and Cami-

no del Monte. Because the line is plastic and somewhat flexible, it can be routed around other utilities and major tree roots,
according to PG&E.
Originally, PG&E officials said the line wouldn’t have any
connections to homes and would just be used to increase capacity in the system. But after council members balked at the
idea of the streets being torn up and traffic disrupted without
any apparent benefit to the city’s residents, PG&E announced
the new line would, in fact, have new connections and emergency shutoff valves for 44 houses. The old pipe would be
abandoned but left in place.
No August start date
At a June community meeting, PG&E officials said
they planned to start construction in mid-August or September, but city administrator Chip Rerig said the forest
See PIPELINE page 43A
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David Gordon can claim ties to everyone at the Bach Fest, from
Virginia Best Adams (above) to founders Dene Denny and Hazel
Watrous. And now, he’s moving on. See page 22A.
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