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Neighbors worry sale of lot will doom beloved tree
By CHRIS COUNTS

take out the tree, and he has urged them to remove it if or when
plans are developed to build a house. He said the neighbors
would all be informed before that happens.

A

GROUP of residents who live near Carmel Point are
concerned that a notable cypress tree on an undeveloped lot
along Scenic Road will be cut down to make way for a home.
In response, the sellers of the lot contend the tree isn’t
protected, but they also say it might not even need to be
removed.
For much of the past century, the tree has exquisitely
attended a house at 26317 Scenic. But that house — along
with an undeveloped property next door at 26319 Scenic
Road — sold in March for $7.5 million. The new owners
are now selling the two properties separately: the one with
the house for $6.75 million, and one without a house for
$4.2 million.
Paul Ingemanson, who lives nearby, called the threatened cypress, “majestic,” and said it deserves to be preserved. “It adds beauty to the neighborhood and coastline,”
he said.
Ingemanson told The Pine Cone that he and eight other
neighbors are banding together in an effort to save it.
“According to the real estate agent, the new owners of
this recently designated lot have a legal opinion that the
tree is not protected, and the process has been started to get
a permit so the tree can be removed for building,” he said.
‘No new parcels’
Representing the owners, attorney Aengus Jeffers took
issue with Ingemanson calling the undeveloped lot “recently designated.”
“The two parcels were created with the original Carmel subdivision map,” said Jeffers, whose great-grandfather
built the landmark Tor House, which is located just steps
away. “We did our due diligence — there are no new parcels being created.”
Jeffers also contends the cypress isn’t protected.
“It was planted,” he explained. “There were no trees in
the area when the home was built. It is not native to this
location.”
Jeffers said the owners have not asked for a permit to
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‘False and misleading’
ballot measure title
ordered changed

See CYPRESS page 19A
By KELLY NIX
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A small undeveloped Carmel Point lot with a large cypress is on the market, and a group of neighbors want to see the tree preserved. It’s too early
to say if they will get their wish.

Woman sues teen driver in deadly DUI crash
By MARY SCHLEY
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ARAH COLEMAN, the 69-year-old Carmel Valley
woman who was seriously injured when an allegedly drunk
teenager hit her head-on on Carmel Valley Road the evening
of July 12, is suing the driver, Margot McNally, as well as anyone who gave her alcohol that night, according to documents
filed in Monterey County Superior Court Wednesday.
Driving a Nissan Pathfinder, McNally, 18, was drunk
and speeding, according to
the California Highway Patrol, when she lost control
of the car near Country Club
Drive and hit Coleman’s
GMC Suburban head-on.
Her friend and passenger,
16-year-old Annabelle Vandenbroucke, was not wearing
a sea belt, was unconscious
after the wreck, and was
declared dead at Natividad
Medical Center almost a
Margot McNally
week later.
Coleman, who was pulled
to safety by an off-duty firefighter after her SUV caught fire,
suffered severe injuries, including a badly broken right leg and
a fractured left foot. She has undergone multiple surgeries,
and has “severe fractures of her right tibia and fibula that create the risk of amputation,” according to the complaint filed
by San Francisco attorneys Khaldoun Baghdadi and Spencer
Pahlke Sept. 5. She is also suffering emotional harm as a result of the crash and its aftermath, and because her medical
care is intense and ongoing, they don’t know how much it will
all cost.
Coleman is suing McNally for negligence, since she was
allegedly driving drunk while behind the wheel of an SUV
she had borrowed.

MONTEREY County judge has ordered a change in
the title of a November ballot initiative that asks voters to approve the possibility of a government takeover of California
American Water.
The change will be to remove any implication that the measure, heretofore called the “Monterey Peninsula Water System
Local Ownership and Cost Savings Initiative,” will save any
money.
After the measure, sponsored by Public Water Now, was
certified for the ballot, resident Rick Heuer sued county registrar Claudio Valenzuela to have the title on voter information
guides changed before they are printed and distributed.
On Aug. 29, Monterey County Superior Court Judge Lydia
Villarreal ordered the registrar
to remove the words “cost savings” and include “feasibility
study” to the Measure J title in
the guide. The title will now be A ‘spirit of
the “Monterey Peninsula Water compromise’
System Local Ownership Feasigives ballot
bility Study Initiative.”
Tony Lombardo, the land- measure new
use attorney who represents
Heuer, said he and his client life — and a
were satisfied with the judge’s
different name
decision.
“We are very pleased that the
misleading language about cost
savings was removed from the
ballot title,” Lombardo told The Pine Cone. “There is obviously no evidence whatsoever that this [initiative] will save
money.”
In what he said was done “in the spirit of compromise,”
Public Water Now attorney Mark Wolfe proposed changing
the title, a modification that was OK’d by Heuer.

Her complaint also includes the as-yet unnamed people
who sold or gave – or caused to be sold or given — alcohol to
McNally, who is 18 and therefore not old enough to drink, and
who might also have already been drunk when they provided
more alcohol.
Finally, Coleman is suing any adults who gave McNally
alcohol while she was in their home even though they knew
she was underage.
Since all of them contributed to the circumstances that led
to her injuries, Coleman argues in the complaint, they should

‘Not even pretending’
Villarreal said the modifications were “appropriate and increase the understandability” of the measure.
She also ordered the removal of one line from Measure
J’s text in the voter guide that claimed “Cal Am has seriously
mismanaged the Peninsula’s water system ever since acquiring it.” Stuart L. Leviton, also an attorney for Heuer, said the
language amounted to “argument,” and had no place in the
guide.
“That isn’t even pretending to be a fact,” Leviton told the
judge. “They have a right to make that argument, but we sub-
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Morse estate gives more than $13.5M to schools
By MARY SCHLEY

W

ITH THE death in April of Pebble
Beach Company founder Sam Morse’s
last surviving daughter, Mary Shaw, at
the age of 97, the trust he created to fulfill
the terms of his 1968 will has distributed
large sums of money to three schools he
supported throughout his life: his alma
mater, Yale University, Robert Louis Stevenson School in Pebble Beach, and the
Middlebury Institute of International
Studies in Monterey.
‘Understanding dynamics’
MIIS, which was called the Monterey
Institute of Foreign Studies when Morse
signed his final will the year before he
died, publicly announced the $4.5 million
gift — the largest in the institute’s 63-year
history — on Tuesday.
“From his world travels, Morse understood changing world dynamics would

make language and cultural understanding increasingly valuable,” spokeswoman
Eva Gudbergsdottir said in the announcement. “This worldly perspective made
him an early supporter of the institute.”
Morse, who founded the P.B. Co. in
1919, underwrote the school’s loan to buy
the former Monterey city library that became the Segal Building, and he distributed grant funds to the school as president
of the Monterey Peninsula Foundation,
which was formed in 1937. Morse died in
1969, and his will specified that the donations not be released until all his children
had passed.
“After his death, his family remained
involved with the school during its formative years,” Gudbergsdottir said. One of
the institute’s main classroom buildings is
named for him.
With the gift, Gudbergsdottir said the
See MORSE page 14A

The bust of S.F.B. Morse at the 1st Hole
of the Pebble Beach Golf Links, which he
founded.
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