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September Ranch
well is for houses

Doggie dream house comes with bragging rights
By KELLY NIX

came up with for a fundraiser is certainly in the latter category.
Alain Pinel Realtors this month hosted the third annual
HERE ARE doghouses, and then there are dog houses. Carmel Canine Cottages fundraiser, where several architects
The $10,000 “doggie dream house” that a Carmel architect and builders entered exceptional pet houses that are now for
sale, with proceeds benefiting the SPCA for Monterey
County.
One of the entries, Carmel-based Studio Schicketanz’s contemporary-themed dog house, dubbed the
“doggie dream house,” got a lot of attention on social
media — and would certainly be enough to make any
dog the envy of the toniest neighborhood.
“The house was incredibly cool,” SPCA spokeswoman Beth Brookhouser told The Pine Cone this
week. “I’ve never seen anything like it.”
The angular Schicketanz-designed abode — which
you won’t find at PetSmart — is available for sale at
www.spcamc.org/cottages.
Constructed of cedar, the pooch pad features a grasstopped slanted roof, a motion-triggered water spout
and a solar-powered fan to keep Spot cool on those rare
hot Peninsula afternoons. A window is included as is a
drawer on the side to allow leashes, toys or other items
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to be tucked away.
“The acclaimed eco-friendly dream house is the ulti-

T

This dog house, with its bold lines, luxurious finishes and green accoutrement,
will be the talk of the neighborhood. And it can be yours for a cool 10 grand.

s i n c e

By CHRIS COUNTS

T

HE WELL being drilled at September Ranch will serve
as a backup water supply for a 95-unit subdivision that has
long been a flash point for contention in Carmel Valley, according to a representative of the owners of the highly scenic
ranch.
“We started drilling last week,” project manager Johannes
Peter told The Pine Cone.
Peter works for Clear Peak Development, which will build
the homes for DLC Capital Partners, a real estate investment
group that bought the 891-acre property earlier this year from
longtime owner Jim Morgens for $19.25 million.
The drilling is expected to be completed this week, Peter
added. The well will serve as a backup water supply to an
existing well that will serve the 95 homes approved by the
Monterey County Board of Supervisors eight years ago. “The
project is moving forward and the well is part of it,” Peter
explained.
A county official confirmed that the well has a permit.
It’s unclear when Clear Peak Development will start build-

See BRAGGING page 19A

Ocean Avenue construction havoc to end soon
By MARY SCHLEY

L

ANES OF the city’s main drag were closed for repaving this week, causing traffic backups downtown and forcing
trucks and buses off their normal route as drivers were detoured so crews from Monterey Peninsula Engineering could
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grind down the old pavement and lay new asphalt on Ocean
Avenue between Junipero and Monte Verde streets. The repaving — the first on Ocean since 1961 — is part of a $2.2
million contract signed by the city in March.
Workers have been busy on Ocean for the past couple of
weeks, filling in the five walkways that cut through the medians mid-block and repairing sidewalks. On Monday and
Tuesday, westbound lanes were closed for grinding and repaving, with eastbound lanes shut on Wednesday and Thursday. According to the work schedule, they’ll all be open Friday, with temporary striping and parking markings.
“Please be advised that all next week, downtown will have
traffic detours in place around closed intersections, and those
detours may change every few hours,” public works officials
announced. “All businesses and sidewalks will remain open
and accessible. Please avoid driving in the downtown area if
you can, and allow more time to pass through in detours.”
According to the construction schedule, crews will pour
concrete around raised utilities during the first week of October, and will spend the following week striping the lanes,
crosswalks and parking tees.
Public works director Bob Harary acknowledged the inconvenience this week and said he worked with MPE to try
to reduce the impacts of the construction. The contractor

The pavers and scrapers have been hard at work on Ocean Avenue,
causing headaches for drivers but promising a much improved roadway.

A

MUCH-ANTICIPATED closed-door
meeting of the city council to discuss appealing a judge’s ruling against the city in a legal
fight with a former Monterey Herald editor
over a Public Records Act request was canceled Wednesday morning, frustrating city
hall critics and members of the public who
planned to speak before the meeting.
“What in heaven’s name is going on here,
and who is in charge?” former Mayor Sue
McCloud asked after the cancellation was
announced five hours before the meeting was
set to begin.
The council and city attorneys were planning to consider filing an appeal of Monterey
County Superior Court Judge Robert O’Farrell’s Sept. 14 ruling in favor of Royal Calkins,
who demanded to see documents city attor-

A well is being drilled at September Ranch in Carmel Valley to provide
a backup water supply for the 95 homes that are planned there.

ing the homes. The plans calls for constructing 73 single-family market-rate homes and 22 affordable units, and preserving
the rest of the land as open space. The 95 homes won’t count
against Carmel Valley’s cap of 190 new units.
The market rate homes would be spread throughout much
of the property, while the inclusionary units would be built
just west of the entrance near Carmel Valley Road.
The equestrian center along Carmel Valley Road, which

See HAVOC page 17A

Council cancels closed session
By MARY SCHLEY
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ney Glen Mozingo provided during a closed
session in June that council members said
validated the contents of his resume. The city
denied Calkins’ request on grounds of privacy
and other protections, so Calkins sued. In his
“intended decision,” O’Farrell ruled against
the city and ordered the documents are public
records that must be produced.
Mozingo told The Pine Cone the closed
session was canceled because O’Farrell’s
ruling isn’t yet final, so discussing next steps
would be premature.
Assistant city attorney Jon Giffen, meanwhile, said the city did not file any objections
or response to the intended decision in the
case — which it could have done. He and
Calkins’ lawyer, Neil Shapiro, have disagreed
over some of the language in what would be
See COUNCIL page 26A

See RANCH page 16A

Hawk attack on kindergarten playground
By KELLY NIX

A

MONTEREY kindergartner narrowly escaped serious injury Tuesday when a red-shouldered hawk inadvertently raked across her face with
its sharp talons in a failed attempt to steal the girl’s
morning snack.
The Monte Vista Elementary School 5-yearold was sitting down with some dry cereal next
to a play structure during recess when the raptor
swooped down and tried to snatch the food — its
claws scratching the girl’s cheek and nose and coming perilously close to her right eye.
“Another teacher who was a witness told me that
it was clear that the hawk was going for the cereal and not the girl,” the pupil’s teacher, Stephanie
PHOTO/JENNIFER NIX
Pritchard, told The Pine Cone. “But imagine how
scary that must have been.”
A red-shouldered hawk on play equipment at
See HAWK page 20A

Monte Vista Elementary — and he wasn’t put
there by Alfred Hitchcock.
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