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By MARY SCHLEY

CLAIMING THAT her right to due process has 
been violated, Jacqueline Simonelli is asking the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court to review her case against the city 
for approving a home next door to her.

Simonelli, who owns a home at Monte Verde and 
Fifth, filed suit more than five years ago after the city 
council upheld the planning commission’s approval of 
a house proposed by Chris Tescher and Denny LeVett 
next to hers. In cases she filed without an attorney in 
Monterey County Superior Court and in federal court, 
Simonelli argued the approval of the home violated her 
rights because the new residence would block out sun-
light and intrude on her privacy. Judges in both courts 
dismissed her complaints after the city argued she failed 
to also sue the project’s developers, that the complaint 
itself was “uncertain, ambiguous and unintelligible,” 

Simonelli wants Supreme Court to let her sue (again) over unwanted house

See PIPELINE page 21A

Jacqueline Simonelli, who owns a home at Monte Verde and Fifth (left 
photo), sued the city in May 2013 over the approval of plans for a 
new house next door that’s long since been built (above). 

PHOTOS/MARY SCHLEY

PG&E pipeline work 
could drag on for year
n But utility promises 
to be done by Memorial Day

By MARY SCHLEY

WITH ONLY 10 percent of the project done after six 
weeks, PG&E’s installation of nearly a mile of 6-inch gas 
main beneath the streets at the north end of town is moving 
at a yearlong pace, public works director Bob Harary told 
the forest and beach commission earlier this month. And that 
means the project will extend well past its original completion 
date at the end of this year.

The pipeline installation, approved by the city council on 
a 2-1 vote in September, calls for replacing an old gas line 
with 4,900 feet of 6-inch flexible main, and 44 new hookups 
to homes along the route between Forest Hill Park and the 
Pebble Beach Gate. Work began the second week of October, 
and Harary provided the update to commissioners toward the 
end of their Nov. 8 meeting, because he said it was “too irre-
sistible” not to.

“At the end of three weeks, they were two weeks behind 
schedule,” he said. “Tomorrow will be the end of the sixth 
week, and they’re about 10 percent complete, so at this pace, 

An adorable pup found in miserable circumstances after being left to 
die inside a box has been rescued and is on the mend. See page 11A. 
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Passersby were greeted Nov. 11 by a mobile t-shirt business at Bixby 
Bridge in Big Sur. A county official said zoning prohibits such activities.
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By CHRIS COUNTS

WHILE MANY people look at Big Sur and see one of 
Mother Nature’s greatest masterworks, some see a business 
opportunity, like the man who was spotted Nov. 11 selling 
T-shirts next to Bixby Bridge out of the back of a truck.

Earlier this year, Big Sur locals were shocked when a food 
truck showed up at the landmark bridge, where traffic routine-
ly snarls as visitors try to squeeze into precious parking spots 
and take photographs. Some even stop in middle of the road 
to snap their pictures, creating traffic hazards.

Understandably, locals frustrated by the large increase in 
traffic in recent years blasted the T-shirt operation on social 
media. 

“Call the sheriff,” one poster suggested.
“This belongs in court,” said another.
One man suggested reading the T-shirt seller the riot act, 

while several wondered where such commercialism will lead. 
“Will the Golden Arches be next?” one woman asked.

What’s next for Bixby Bridge, the Golden Arches?

See BIXBY page 21A

the board took just minutes to select Gary Hoffman Monday 
night.

Nominated by outgoing board member Ralph Rubio, Hoff-
man is a retired water and environmental engineer. He will 
represent Carmel, Carmel Valley, Carmel Highlands and near-
by unincorporated areas, and he will join George Riley as a 
new board member. 

A replacement for Rubio as the board’s mayor representa-
tive hasn’t yet been selected.

Dave Stoldt, general manager for the district, told The Pine 
Cone he is encouraged by Hoffman’s selection.

“I think he will be a good addition to the board,” Stoldt 
said. “He’s very analytical and studious, he has a background 
in the water industry, and he has a good grasp of what’s going 
on.”

Two weeks after voters passed Measure J — which requires 
the district to buy Cal Am if it’s “feasible” to do so — an over-
flow crowd packed the water district’s office in Monterey to 
watch the selection of the new board member.

Seven candidates for job 
Besides Hoffman, candidates included attorney John 

Shupe; former teacher Michael Baer; Kate Daniels, chief of 
staff to Monterey County Supervisor Mary Adams; realtor 
Scott Dick; former MPWMD board member Judi Lehman, 
and real estate business owner Lance Monosoff. Each gave the 

RetiRed engineeR picked foR wateR boaRd
By CHRIS COUNTS

DESPITE WORRIES that it might take all night for the 
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District board of 
directors to pick a replacement for Division 5 director Bob 
Brower — who resigned last month due to a health crisis — 

See SUPREME page 20A

Potter, Baron to be 
sworn in Tuesday

By MARY SCHLEY

FOLLOWING THEIR resounding victories in the Nov. 6 
election, Dave Potter will be sworn in as the city’s new mayor, 
and Jeff Baron will become its newest councilman, at a special 
meeting in Carmel City Hall on Monte Verde Street Nov. 27 at 
4:30 p.m. Councilwoman Carrie Theis will also be congratu-
lated on her reelection.

City clerk Tom Graves said the meeting will be “ceremo-
nial in nature,” starting with remarks from outgoing Mayor 
Steve Dallas and councilwoman Carolyn Hardy, followed by 
the oath of office for Potter, Baron and Theis.

After they are all seated, the three will make their own re-

See OATH page 17A See WATER page 19A

Puppy in good hands




