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By KELLY NIX

THEY’RE LARGE, lumbering and intimidating, and 
they’re acting like they own the place. And they kind of do. 

On Jan. 19, two large male elephant seals, which appear to 
weigh between 2,000 and 2,500 pounds, hauled themselves 
onto the beach at the Hopkins Marine Station beach in Pacific 
Grove. They’ve amused onlookers, sparring with each other 
and sprawling on the beach doing a whole lot of nothing. 

Not to be confused with much the smaller and quieter har-
bor seals who call the Hopkins beach home, elephant seals are 
seldom spotted in Pacific Grove.

“To underscore the rarity, it’s been three years since we’ve 
seen an adult elephant seal at Hopkins,” Pacific Grove resident 
Thom Akeman told The Pine Cone. “The first one ever report-
ed here was in 2010, and the two last weekend make numbers 
8 and 9.”

Adolescent elephant seals put on manly show at Hopkins beach

See SEALS page 15A

When these pinniped slackers aren’t lounging around on a Pacific 
Grove beach, they’re looking for food, sparring or intimidating the 
much smaller harbor seals.
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From this tiny vehicle, Roger Vandevert runs Moto Espresso, which of-
fers coffee for sale. The new sidewalk vendor law allows him to oper-
ate in many more locations than he was allowed to before.
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and-see approach.
The law, which went into effect Jan. 1, permits vendors to 

set up shop on sidewalks and in public parks. Carmel passed 
an ordinance Jan. 8 to regulate vendors, and has issued 10 
permits for city streets and three for Devendorf Park. 

Pacific Grove community and economic development di-
rector Mark Brodeur said that, while he’s reached out to Car-
mel’s planning staff about the new law — which allows some-
one with a hot dog stand to set up on Lighthouse Avenue in 
front of Red House Cafe, for example — it’s not a hot-button 
issue yet. 

“In general, nobody seems concerned,” Brodeur said.
Many small towns ban sidewalk vending, based on con-

cerns of overcrowding, competition with brick-and-mortar 
stores, and quality of life. But the state law, SB 946, prohibits 
municipalities from banning sidewalk vendors and only al-
lows cities to impose restrictions related to “health, safety and 
welfare.”

Passed by the state Legislature and signed by former Gov. 
Jerry Brown, SB 946 claims that sidewalk vending provides 
entrepreneurship and economic opportunities to “low-income 
and immigrant communities,” increases access to “culturally 
significant food and merchandise,” and contributes “to a safe 

P.G., Monterey slow to react to sidewalk vending 
By KELLY NIX

WHILE CARMEL moved quickly to regulate street ven-
dors that a new state law requires to be allowed, the cities of 
Pacific Grove and Monterey are taking a more casual, wait-

See VENDING page 13A

Christian Science 
plans go over 
like lead balloon

By MARY SCHLEY

MONTE VERDE Street residents don’t think much of 
the First Church of Christ Scientist’s proposal to change the 
zoning on seven lots they own in order to relocate their church 
and construct a dozen apartments and condos, and two du-
plexes, according to testimony heard by the planning commis-
sion last week.

The members of the commission universally disliked the 
idea, too, when they discussed it at their Jan. 16 meeting, 
but they narrowly voted to put off making a decision, instead 
giving the church and architect 
Eric Miller time to come up 
with another idea that might be 
more palatable.

The church’s seven lots, now 
zoned for single-family use, 
contain its sanctuary, reading 
room and parking lots. The 
church wants to rezone all of 
the lots to a category that al-
lows multi-family residential 
and commercial uses so they 
can build a new, smaller First 
Church of Christ Scientist sanc-
tuary and two residential buildings, with an upstairs unit and a 
downstairs unit in each, on the four lots on the Lincoln Street 
side. The three lots on Monte Verde would be rezoned for a 12-
unit apartment and condo complex with underground parking. 

Miller said the project would enhance the sleepier part of 
town north of Ocean Avenue and said it would be similar to 
the Trevvett Court complex he designed for The Carmel Foun-
dation on Dolores Street, though it would be larger.

“It’s an interesting mix of housing and could potentially 
reactivate this part of town,” he said.

The church has already purchased the water needed for 
the development from Clint Eastwood’s Malpaso Water, ac-
cording to Michael Waxer, who managed the water sales. The 
group acquired 1.27 acre-feet, at a cost of $240,000 per acre-
foot, for a total of $304,800.

Revitalization not needed?
But many who live nearby were not interested in bring-

ing so much change to their street, which they said is already 
crammed with parked cars that reduce it to a single lane.

Pat Cogan, who lives on Monte Verde south of Fifth, said 
residents in the area believe their street should remain zoned 

And Mike Brown argued for no lights at all. “There has 
been a tradition in town that the stores were providing the 
lighting,” Brown said, calling the string lights in use for the 
past several years “a disaster.”

But Paula Hazdovac, who has a shop on Ocean Avenue 

Ban sought on fairy lights in favor of up-lighting
By MARY SCHLEY

TWINKLE LIGHTS don’t belong in the Ocean Avenue 
medians, planning commissioners decided last week, when 
they unanimously voted to recommend the city council get rid 
of the string lights that have long been used to illuminate trees 
in the center planters and install fixtures that will shine up into 
the taller cypresses and pines from below.

The little white fairy lights, which previously were only 
switched on during the holiday season, began staying lit year-
round in 2012, causing consternation for some. The question 
of how to illuminate the medians was extensively debated in 
2014 but then sidelined for a while before being brought back 
up for discussion in 2017.

The planning commission finally made a choice Jan. 16. 
Their opinions were in line with the majority of the 192 peo-
ple who voted in a nearly two-month-long city survey asking 
which of three options they preferred — the existing white 
string lights, “champagne” string lights with three shades 
of white, or up-lighting. Sixty percent of the people who 
responded favored up-lighting, according to senior planner 
Marnie Waffle.

Among the residents who commented at the meeting, Bar-
bara Livingston said she hoped the new up-lighting would be 
“soft, and not garish in any way.” 

See LIGHTS page 16A

Body identified 
as stevenson grad

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE BODY of the young man swept out to sea two weeks 
ago during an outing with friends was found at Garrapata 
State Beach in Big Sur Jan. 21, the Monterey County Coroner 
reported.

The discovery, which was made around noon, came nine 
days after Braxton Stuntz, a 2018 Stevenson School graduate, 
fell while exploring a blowhole. At the time, heavy surf made 
rescue efforts too dangerous. 

Monterey County Sheriff’s deputy Jesse Villasenor report-

Residents, 
commission 
don’t want 
big changes at 
downtown site

See RECOVERED page 16A See ZONING page 14A


