A celebration of the Carmel lifestyle … a special section … inside this week!

In YourDreams

The Carmel Pine Cone

Volume 105 No. 11

On the Internet: www.carmelpinecone.com

t r u s t e d

b y

l o c a l s

a n d

l o v e d

b y

v i s i t o r s

Foraging chef falls from Lone Cypress wall, breaks leg
By MARY SCHLEY

A

PACIFIC Grove chef who was foraging for wild mushrooms in Pebble Beach Friday morning ended up in a Salinas
trauma unit after he fell while trying to climb a 16-foot retaining wall near the Lone Cypress and had to be rescued, according to Cal Fire Battalion Chief Mark Mancini.

March 15-21, 2019

The Monterey County Sheriff’s Office reported 31-yearold Anthony Gerbino “broke his leg while trespassing.”
Gerbino was wearing his chef’s shirt when the rescue crew
reached him at the base of the wall where he’d fallen, according to Mancini. He’d apparently climbed over a railing near
See FALL page 18A
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Council to consider
emergency ban on
downtown rentals
n Some STRs may be grandfathered
By MARY SCHLEY

F

OLLOWING THE city council’s unanimous decision
last week to ban vacation rentals downtown and in apartment
buildings, planning director Marc Wiener said Thursday he
plans to draft two ordinances for the council to consider at its
April 2 meeting — one that will take effect immediately, and
another permanent version that would kick in in two months.
“It’s really going to be pretty straightforward,” Wiener told
The Pine Cone.
As is already the case in the single-family-residential district, where short-term rentals have been banned for almost
30 years, the new rules will prohibit transient occupancies
shorter than 30 days. The practice of letting out downtown
See RENTALS page 19A

Man stabs pit bull to
death during dogfight
By MARY SCHLEY

A

Firefighters (above) tend to a Pacific Grove chef who fell while climbing a retaining wall and broke his leg after foraging for wild mushrooms in Pebble Beach Friday morning. They used the hoist from the
ladder truck (right) to raise him up to the road.

Crickets on Flanders Mansion curatorship
By MARY SCHLEY

A

FTER WORKING to get their proposals to the city by
the December 2018 deadline, the eight applicants hoping to
become curator at Flanders Mansion are still waiting to receive word from city officials about who’s going to get the
chance to live in the old home while also spending at least
$300,000 fixing it up.
The 94-year-old Tudor-style mansion needs new electrical,
plumbing, heating and other basic systems, as well as hazardous-materials assessment and removal, fire sprinklers, structural work and cosmetic improvements. Taxpayers purchased
it along with several acres of Mission Trail park in 1972, but

the mansion — which is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places — has never been put to public use. In 2009,
the public voted to sell the place, but preservationist activist
Melanie Billig got the vote overturned in court. Stymied, the
city council finally decided last year to seek proposals from
people interested in curatorship.
Their applications had to include their planned renovations
and cost estimates, as well as a work schedule; their financial
ability to complete the five-year work plan; the experience
they have in renovating historic buildings, and that of any other professional or technical resources they plan to use; and
See CRICKETS page 18A

MAN who was walking his dog in Rip Van Winkle park
Tuesday morning stabbed a pit bull to death after it escaped
from a car and attacked his pet, according to Pacific Grove
Police Cmdr. Rory Lakind.
The fight occurred around 8:30 a.m. March 12 as the man
and his dog were walking through the park. The woman pulled
up in her car and opened the door to get out, at which point the
dog jumped out before she could put a leash on it, according
to Lakind, who would not release either person’s name.
“The dog, which is a pit bull — a lot of people are focused
on that, but we’re not throwing stones at pit bulls — ran right
at the other dog and attacked it,” Lakind said. He did not know
See STABS page 17A

New guard shack
under construction

Sports car gets stuck; driver fails to wow girlfriend
By MARY SCHLEY

A

N 18-YEAR-OLD Castro Valley man who tried to impress his girlfriend by demonstrating the off-road prowess of
his Subaru sports car early Saturday morning failed when his
car got stuck in the deep sand of Carmel Beach and the girl
had to find another ride home, according to Carmel Police
Cmdr. Luke Powell.
After finally realizing he couldn’t get his car out, Jacob
Billy called police shortly before 6 a.m. March 9. He originally told them he “thought the roadway of Del Mar Avenue
continued south past the parking lot,” and inadvertently drove
onto the beach, continuing all the way down the hill to try to
make a U-turn, where he got stuck in the sand, Powell said.
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Even the off-road capabilities of the Subaru WRX can’t overcome the
deep, fine sand of Carmel Beach, a Castro Valley teenager learned
the hard way Saturday morning.

Cops have doubts
The officers didn’t buy it, though, and questioned Billy and
his girlfriend further, learning that he was, in fact, “trying to
See STUCK page 17A
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A construction crew works on the new Country Club Gate guardhouse in Pebble Beach Thursday after a Monterey pine obliterated the previous building Feb. 13. “They are working diligently
to get the gate open as quickly as possible,” P.B. Co. President
David Stivers told The Pine Cone. The tiny structure, which will
greet residents and visitors for decades to come, includes copper
flashing and hand-nailed cedar roof shingles.
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