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said this week. “Guests at an adjoining table walked up to the 
hostess and said, ‘We just saw this guy throw his jacket over 
the porcupine and walk out the back door ....’”

An image from the restaurant’s surveillance system shows 
the thief, a white man wearing a green and black plaid shirt 
and a blue cap, with a glass in his hand and his jacket bundled 
under his left arm.

Rio diner steals porcupine, sneaks out back door
By MARY SCHLEY

AN UNKNOWN man snuck out the back of the Rio Grill 
restaurant with a beloved sculpture of a porcupine hidden un-
der his jacket and a beer in his hand May 22, and the restau-
rant’s owner is still hoping someone will identify the thief and 
recover the art piece.

“It’s just unbelievable that someone would eat lunch and 
walk out the door stealing a piece of art,” owner Tony Tollner See PORCUPINE page 18A

City has more than 
a dozen applicants 
for top attorney

By MARY SCHLEY

FOURTEEN APPLICATIONS from firms and individu-
als have come in for the vacant city attorney position, city 
administrator Chip Rerig said this week. The names of the 
candidates have not been disclosed, and the council is set to 
discuss them in closed session Monday.

After former city attorney Glen Mozingo announced early 
this year that he’d be leaving his post at the end of March, Jon 
Giffen stepped in as a temporary replacement, and the city 
asked for potential candidates to apply by May 3.

Among other tasks, the city attorney attends almost all 
city council meetings, along with meetings of lower boards 
and commissions upon request. In addition to providing legal 
advice and consultation on routine matters, and drafting ordi-
nances and contracts, the attorney is in charge of prosecuting 
people who violate the Carmel Municipal Code and represent-
ing the city in lawsuits. 

The Rio Grill’s porcu-
pine sculpture was a 
favorite among diners 
there for more than a 
decade, but now it’s 
gone, thanks to the 
guy who threw his 
jacket over the piece, 
tucked it under his 
left arm and walked 
out the back of the 
restaurant with it May 
22. He had a beer in 
his other hand.

A still active, 75-year-old Samuel F.B. Morse partici-
pated in the 1960 groundbreaking for the Commu-
nity Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula. 
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You recognize the subject, and you may recognize the sculptor, but 
what you don’t know is why, where and how a rainstorm was involved. 
See page 10A. 
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Defying that trend, this week Carmel Realty, which is 
owned by one local family, announced it is acquiring Alain 
Pinel realtors, which is owned by another. Escrow closes on 
the deal June 1.

“The joining of these two respected, family-run companies 
creates a powerful opportunity for us to strengthen our leader-
ship in the Monterey Peninsula real estate market,” said Dan 
Lynch, CEO of Carmel Realty, which is owned by him and his 
wife, Shelly, along with her parents, Bill and Vicki Mitchell.

Judie Profeta, who owns the local branch of the Alan Pinel 
firm with her husband Bob, said she preferred to call the deal 
a “merger” because the two companies are so similar.

“Both of us are leaders in the local market, and we have the 
same emphasis on customer service and community involve-

Carmel Realty, No. 1 local firm, acquires Alain Pinel 
By PAUL MILLER

THE MONTEREY Peninsula is a very lucrative real es-
tate market, which means it attracts a lot of out-of-town and 
even Wall Street realty companies competing for a share of 
the six-figure commissions available on places like 17 Mile 
Drive and Scenic Road. Over the years, numerous local real 
estate companies have been added to the portfolios of national 
players.

See REALTY page 13A

Whyte takes cover

Morse: His plans weren’t just for Pebble Beach  
While S.F.B. Morse is best remem-

bered for his role in creating Pebble 
Beach, he and his Del Monte Proper-
ties Co. also had an active role in de-
veloping other parts of the Monterey 
Peninsula, including Pacific Grove, 
Carmel Woods, Fisherman’s Flats in 
Monterey and Garden Road. Morse 
even played a key role in securing 
Fort Ord land for the track at Laguna 
Seca, and the company donated land 
for the airport and CHOMP and 
built Del Monte Center.   

PART XI

IT SEEMS to me like yesterday 
that I first arrived on the Mon-
terey Peninsula, but actually it 

was almost 60 years ago, and while 
the changes have been very great, 
some of the changes have been for 
the good, and the growth of the Pen-
insula has not hurt its great beauty. 
We have a magnificent combination 
of land and sea and a remarkable 

year-round climate. Development 
was a question of preserving what 
was here and adding to it the facili-
ties for the enjoyment of life without 
defacing the landscape.

When I first knew the Peninsula, 
there were perhaps 8,000 people here 
altogether. Seven years later, when I 
took charge of the Pacific Improve-
ment Company, it had grown to per-
haps 10,000. Now there are at least 
120,000 people here. Carmel had a 
few hundred at the most when I first 
knew it and now has about 8,000 to 
10,000, but still struggles success-
fully to keep the atmosphere of a vil-
lage. The stores are, for the most part, 
picturesque, and the line of pines still 
runs down the center of Ocean Ave-
nue. Carmel Beach is one of the most 
beautiful in existence. Few cities can 
boast a public park like this one.

The idea of a shopping center 
on the Monterey Peninsula became 

See ATTORNEY page 19A

Courtroom tearful as teen 
sentenced for fatal DUI

By MARY SCHLEY

WITH HER friends, family, friends’ parents and teachers 
in the courtroom, as well as the woman she grievously injured 
in a DUI crash in Carmel Valley last July, and the parents of 
the teenage girl killed in the same wreck, Carmel resident 
Margot McNally, 18 at the time of the crash, was sentenced 
to four years in state prison Tuesday. Last month, she pleaded 
guilty to vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated and driving 
under the influence causing injury.

“I don’t think there was really a dry eye in the courtroom, 
including the judge at one point,” said Monterey County dep-
uty district attorney Meredith Sillman, who handles serious 

See TEARFUL page 18A

See MORSE page 17A

THE BEAUTY ISSUE - look as good as you feel

HEALTHY
T H E  M A G A Z I N E

t r u s t e d  b y  l o c a l s  a n d  l o v e d  b y  v i s i t o r s  s i n c e  1 9 1 5

The  Carmel  Pine  Cone
Volume 105  No. 22 On the Internet: www.carmelpinecone.com  May 31-June 6, 2019


