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Smoke from the Mill Fire could be seen this week miles away at Kate Novoa’s Big Sur 
home. Thankfully, winds — as the photo shows — have been light, making it easier for the 
600 firefighters on the scene to control the blaze.
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History lovers can go online to find out where their favorite Carmelites lived, thanks 
to a new interactive map created by the library and available on its website.

New map makes it easier to follow iN the footsteps of famous Carmelites
By MARY SCHLEY

IF YOU want to know where artist Jo Mora lived, or 
which house was occupied by Gen. Joseph Stilwell, the 
library has just the right tool for you. The Local Histo-
ry Department recently created an interactive map that 
identifies the homes of famous Carmelites.

The online map is an updated version of a ratty pa-
per copy the library has used for years, according to lo-
cal history librarian Katie O’Connell. It came from the 
book, “Creating Carmel,” that late journalist and author 
Harold Gilliam wrote with his wife, Ann, in 1992. 

“We had photocopies of it, and people would ask to 
see it frequently to find their way to so-and-so’s house,” 
she said. “But it’s a photocopy from a book that’s almost 
30 years old.”

The reference department had been diligently up-
dating the little paper map to include more information 

about locally famous former residents, but its small size 
made it difficult to read. “We realized it’s silly to be up-
dating this information and still using a photocopy of a 
photocopy of an old map,” she said. “We decided to try 
something a little different, so we created a Google map 
base that’s up on our website now.”

Lots of research
Not only can the curious use the map without having 

to go to the library, but it’s much easier to update and 
add to it. The original map in the book had about a dozen 
residences on it, while the Google map lists 20.

Before adding a new listing, library staff does as 
much research as possible to verify the information by 
looking at old city directories and parcel maps. A group 
of historic maps from the early 20th century indicate 

See MAP page 19A

watersheds. 
“We’re bringing in more resources and really trying make 

sure it doesn’t go anywhere else,” Lynn Olsen of the forest 
service told The Pine Cone. Her agency is leading the fight 

Fire spreading slowly, but ‘nobody’s going home yet’
n Light winds helping firefighters

BY CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER A wildfire erupted along Nacimiento Fergus-
son Road in Big Sur just before sunrise Tuesday, firefighters 
quickly responded to stop it from spreading or 
getting out of control.

By Thursday afternoon, more than 600 
firefighting personnel were working on the 
blaze, which is only 15 percent contained. 
Satellite imagery showed the fire was active 
north of Nacimiento Fergusson Road and 
west of Cone Peak Road. 

“It’s burning on steep and rugged terrain, 
and in chaparral, timber and tall grass,” the 
United States Forest Service reported.

Light winds and high humidity were help-
ing keep the fire limited. Photographs from 
Wednesday showed the smoke column going 
straight up.

The agency received word of the fire Tues-
day at 5:36 a.m. Because it started near Mill 
Creek, it’s been named the Mill Fire.

Besides personnel, 35 fire engines, four 
helicopters and an assortment of planes and 
tankers were deployed in support of firefight-
ers working to keep the flames on the north 
side of Nacimiento Fergusson Road, and from 
moving into the Mill Creek and Kirk Creek 

Consultant’s report 
on Cal Am takeover 
feasibility delayed 

By KELLY NIX

THE CHIEF of the Monterey Peninsula Water Manage-
ment District said this week that the long-awaited report on 
whether a government takeover of California American Wa-
ter’s system is in the best interest of ratepayers should be re-
leased in September. 

Last November, Peninsula residents approved Measure J, 
which called for the water district to take over Cal Am if it was 
financially “feasible.” A team of consultants has been trying to 
determine that since early this year.

“What everybody wants to know is if it’s feasible” to ac-
quire Cal Am using eminent domain, water district general 
manager Dave Stoldt said. “But we are just not quite there 
yet.” 

Close, but not quite
Stoldt said that the consultants are using “three methodolo-

gies” to determine the value of the Cal Am system, which the 
company says is worth more than $1 billion. 

Stoldt added that there have been some snags in getting 
information and data from the state’s Public Utilities Com-
mission that would help the consultants wrap up their analysis 
of Cal Am’s value. 

“If we had all the feasibility work done, the district would 
release just one report,” Stoldt said. “And it would say, ‘Here 
is what we did, here is what the results are, and here is how we 
are moving forward.’ But we are not in that position. We are 
very close, but there is still work to do.”

Stoldt said he will probably finish his report outlining the 

Man who faked death 
caught in Colorado
n Warrant details unconscionable history 
of violence, sexual abuse by missing Scot

By MARY SCHLEY

THE SCOTTISH street musician and jewelry seller who 
disappeared in February after faking his own drowning at 
Monastery Beach to avoid trial in Scotland was arrested by 
U.S. Marshals July 26 in Colorado Springs, Colo. Kim Vin-
cent Avis, 55, faces 24 charges that include repeatedly raping 
and beating his wife, girlfriend and two daughters.

Avis — after arriving on the Monterey Peninsula with 
his 17-year-old son, Ruben — supposedly went for a swim 
Feb. 25 at Monastery Beach and failed to return, the son told 
authorities at the time. An extensive search by the Monterey 

er was at the festival in Gilroy’s Christmas Hill Park selling 
honey when the gunman attacked.

“My sister, her husband and son were sitting down to catch 
their breath after a long weekend,” Troy Towner explained. He 
said his sister watched the gunman, armed with a rifle, cut 
through a fence. In response, she yelled, “You can’t do that!”

“With that comment, all the gunman’s attention went to-
ward her,” the brother reported. “He opened fire, hitting both 
her and her husband. Their 3-year-old son was dragged under 
the table by a brave 10-year-old girl, and that probably saved 
his life.”

After shooting the couple, the man with the gun stepped 
toward the two victims.

“The shooter then approached closer, and said, ‘Are you 
alright?’” Towner continued. “They both possumed and did 
not respond, or he probably would have finished the job. He 
then turned and continued on to the next group of people. A 
6-year-old boy was nearby and next.”

Big medical bills
Towner said his sister was shot once in the leg. According 

to a media report, the bullet “shattered” her shin. Her husband 
had bullet wounds in his shoulder, femoral artery and lower 
leg, and according to the same report, “nearly died.” 

With mounting medical bills and a long recovery ahead, 
especially for the husband, Towner started a GoFundMe cam-

First Gilroy victim is beekeeper with local clients
By CHRIS COUNTS

A BEEKEEPER with customers in Carmel Valley was 
one of 12 people injured during a mass shooting July 28 at 
the Gilroy Garlic Festival — and, according to her brother, the 
woman was shot after confronting the shooter, becoming his 
first victim.

According to details provided by her brother, Wendy Town-
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Adams hosts public meeting
on Mid-Valley Center plan

By CHRIS COUNTS

STEPPING INTO the debate over the future of the Mid 
Valley Center — and a plan by the center’s new owner to ren-
ovate it — 5th District Monterey County Supervisor Mary 
Adams will moderate a meeting on the topic Aug. 6 from 6 to 
8 p.m. in the former Rancho Cañada Golf Clubhouse.

“The purpose of the meeting will be to share information 
and gather input from the community about the design con-
cepts and options,” said Pris Walton, president of the Carmel 
Valley Association, which is hosting the meeting. “This will 
give the community an opportunity to ask questions of The 
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