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This futuristic beast is one prototype of a new generation of military 
vehicles unveiled in Israel — and it’s called The Carmel. See page 11A.
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Now there’s somethiNg 
you doN’t see oN sceNic

Weighing about the same as a nickel when it was brought to them for 
help, this snowy plover chick is being cared for by the SPCA.
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The bird now weighs a whopping 30 grams and has moved 
outside at the SPCA’s Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation Cen-
ter off Highway 68 to gain the speed and skills he needs to 
survive in the wild.

“He is not the first snowy plover the SPCA has cared for, 
but he is the first one that we have hatched out from an egg,” 
Brookhouser said. “We are so happy we were able to help 
him.”

Plover, 30 grams and all, almost ready to go free
By KELLY NIX

A SNOWY plover rescued on a local beach while it was 
in the process of hatching is doing well and is expected to be 
released back into the wild in a few weeks, a spokeswoman for 
the SPCA for Monterey County said this week. 

The small egg was found unattended on Salinas River State 
Beach on July 14 and taken to the SPCA. 

“He was pipping [had started hatching] when the egg ar-
rived, and after incubation and care, he hatched a day later,” 
SPCA spokeswoman Beth Brookhouser told The Pine Cone.

She said the tiny shorebird which weighed a mere 5 grams 
— about the same as a nickel — when hatched, spent his first 
day out of his shell “getting his sea legs and fluffing up.”

See PLOVER page 18A

Brush clearance 
taken to new level 
in Pebble Beach
n Firebreaks more extensive than usual

By KELLY NIX

FIRE PREPARADNESS has been ramped up statewide 
in response to last year’s devastating fire in Paradise that killed 
dozens of people and burned thousands of buildings — and 
that includes right here on the Monterey Peninsula, where the 
Pebble Beach Company has been clearing large amounts of 
dead wood and vegetation along some of its roads and near 
four entry gates.

To reduce the risk of wildfires, crews are nearing the end 
of a project to clear dead trees and brush — which would pro-
vide dangerous fuel for a wildfire — at the Highway 1, Pacific 
Grove, Country Club and S.F.B. Morse gates. It’s a project 
that’s unprecedented in its scope for this sensitive area.

“They’ve created firebreaks from 30 to 100 feet, depending 
on the location,” Pebble Beach Community Services District 
general manager Mike Niccum told The Pine Cone this week.

Clearing the undergrowth
Firebreaks are spaces within forested areas where fuel has 

been cleared to slow the spread of wildfire. Thinning out dead 
vegetation helps ensure that fires reaching the roadway would 
be slow-moving and confined to the ground, with minimal 
flames and heat. 

At the S.F.B. Morse Gate, which is accessed from High-
way 68 just outside Pacific Grove, crews cleared the brush 
right down to the ground on both sides of the road to the first 
stop sign. The most conspicuous work, though, is at the Coun-
try Club Gate off Congress Avenue, where they cleared large 

See BRUSH page 22A

City shuts down  
lemonade stand

By MARY SCHLEY

IN A town famous for its rules — chain restaurants are il-
legal; galleries, jewelry and souvenir shops are strictly limited, 
and twinkle lights are banned in the business district except 
during the holidays — it might not be surprising that the code 
enforcement officer shut down a business this week because 
its owners didn’t have a license to operate.

Except the business was a lemonade stand, and the opera-
tors were two 7-year-olds and two 10-year-olds.

“Sunday or Monday, the grandkids were over here,” builder 
Chris Tescher, who lives with his wife on Carmelo Street near 
Ocean Avenue, told The Pine Cone Thursday. With the unusu-
ally glorious weather, “they came up with the idea of having 
a lemonade stand.”

So they set up a little table near Ocean Avenue about 40 
feet from the Teschers’ house and called a couple of friends to 

See LEMONADE page 20A

Native American burials. The supervisors approved the three 
projects by a 3-2 vote, with the Monterey Peninsula’s two su-
pervisors, Mary Adams and Jane Parker, voting no — in large 
part due to concerns over damaging burials possibly located 
in the neighborhood.

In the case of the recent discovery, Ramirez said, the prop-
erty owner was not building a basement, but a fire pit. She 
said the location showed signs of previous disturbance.

Native bones unearthed at Carmel Point work site
n ‘Descendant’ asks for reburial site

By CHRIS COUNTS

JUST THREE months after a public hearing in Salinas 
highlighted the possibility that development in an archaeolog-
ically significant area like Carmel Point can damage ancient 
burial sites, construction on 17th Avenue unearthed bones be-
longing to a Native American, the Monterey County Sheriff’s 
Office reported.

The bones were located July 23. The exact location hasn’t 
been divulged.

Louise Miranda Ramirez, tribal chairwoman of the Ohlone 
Costanoan Esselen Nation, confirmed the discovery. While 
Ramirez said she couldn’t give out the location of the find, she 
did say it was not one of three properties discussed at a Mon-
terey County Supervisors hearing April 23. At that meeting, a 
number of residents and activists expressed concern that pro-
posals to build basements at Carmel Point risked dredging up 

See BONES page 22A

Concours
AUGUST 9-18, 2019 WEEK

The exotic cars are here, and 
so are the crowds. And to 

make sure you don’t miss out 
on the excitement, be sure 

to check out our 
colorful special 

section this week!
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Beauties show what they’ve got on Ocean Avenue

It’s Car Week on the Monterey Peninsula, and that means every nook and cranny is filled with enticing, exotic and exciting classic auto-
mobiles. Downtown was no exception — as demonstrated by an impressive lineup of Porsches (left) on Dolores Street during Tuesday’s 
Concours on the Avenue, and the 1913 Bugatti Type 22 Torpedo (right) owned by Alan Travis of Phoenix, that wowed everybody by partic-
ipating in Thursday’s Pebble Beach Tour d’Elegance. For complete details of all the goings on this weekend, see our special section inside.
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