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Commission.
With several recent wins for Cal Am, including Monte-

rey County’s approval of a pump station in Carmel Valley 
and a victory in the state Supreme Court against a Marina 
water agency that’s trying to stop the desal plant, Cal Am 
spokeswoman Catherine Stedman said the water utility 
is preparing to make its case to the coastal commission, 
which has the final say on the project.

“We have literally been discussing applications, pro-
posals and reports for decades,” Stedman 
told The Pine Cone. “And to be here, 
about to begin actual construction on a 
project, and only a matter of months away 
from our final approval, is a huge accom-
plishment for our community.”

Expecting November
The private water utility’s application 

for a permit for the 6.4 million-gallon-
per-day desalination plant near Marina 
could go before coastal commissioners 
before Thanksgiving. 

“We don’t know for sure yet, but we 
are preparing for a November hearing” 
in Half Moon Bay, Stedman said of the 
meeting. “Certainly, November is import-
ant in keeping on our overall schedule to 
have the plant built and operating at the 
end of the cease and desist order in 2021.”

Cal Am, according to an order from 
the State Water Resources Control Board, 
needs to start building the desal plant by 

Sept. 30 to avoid water cutbacks that could translate to ra-
tioning by its customers.

Stedman said the utility needs a few small permits in 
addition to the coastal commission’s OK, but that “it’s fair 
to say that the coastal commission permit is the last major 
permit” the company needs for the water project.

Cal Am will tout the slant wells it’s proposing that 
would draw seawater for the desal plant, technology that 
avoids entraining and killing fish and other marine life. 
The coastal commission required Cal Am to pursue the 
method.

Critical hearing nears for desal plant
n Coastal commission permit needed

By KELLY NIX

AFTER SEEMINGLY endless discussion, studies, 
analyses and legal battles over a proposed desalination 
plant that would offer the Monterey Peninsula a drought-
free water supply, California American Water is eyeing the 
ultimate prize: A green light from the California Coastal 

See DESAL page 16A

This rendering depicts Cal Am’s proposed desal plant, including storage tanks, pres-
sure filters, administrative offices, a building for reverse osmosis filtration and one for 
water treatment, and a large brine pond.

COURTESY CAL AM

RecoRd numbeR of 
steelhead Rescued

By CHRIS COUNTS

WHILE THE word, “rescue,” generally means some-
thing’s awry, there’s a big silver lining in the news that 
more than 26,000 young steelhead have been rescued from 
the shrinking tributaries of the Carmel River this summer.

“This is the best thing that’s happened to steelhead in 
my lifetime,” Brian LeNeve of the Carmel River Steelhead 
Association told The Pine Cone. “It’s utterly phenomenal 
— this is the best year we’ve done, and we’re not done 
yet.”

LeNeve is giddy because last winter’s copious rains 

Nearly 50 volunteers with the Carmel River Steelhead Association, in-
cluding these, have rescued more than 16,000 young steelhead from 
the drying tributaries of Carmel River this summer.
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This huge project at Dolores and Fifth hasn’t changed much since 
this photo was taken last August. Construction stopped completely in 
March and there’s no word when work will resume, other than “soon.”
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See RESCUES page 17A

chael Draper, the complexes designed by architect Erik 
Dyar will have underground parking, retail and commer-
cial space on the ground floor, and condos and a couple of 
low-income senior apartments on the upper stories. The 
original plan was to build on the property on the northwest 
corner, but when the building next door went on the mar-
ket, Leidig-Draper Properties bought it, too.

The old buildings were demolished in summer and 
fall of 2017 and in early 2018, and excavation and con-
struction of the underground garage proceeded, often at a 
snail’s pace, until it stopped altogether in March. Because 
the project doubled in size, Dyar explained at the time, the 
partners had to seek new financing and construction bids.

After months with no action and little news, this week, 
there appears to be some progress toward resuming con-
struction, with the rehiring of Stillwater Construction, the 
local company owned by Dan Silverie Jr. that worked on 
the first phase, and the hiring of his father’s firm, Silcon 
Construction. Dyar said they are collaborating.

$20 million
Silverie said his company got the contract to build the 

complexes, which are called Del Dono Court 1 and Del 
Dono Court 2, and that he’s now “assisting the owners in 
financial information and budgets on specific products and 
value engineering ideas.”

“The total construction budget is nearing $20 million, 
and that’s not an easy task, especially with the develop-

Construction uncertain at Dolores and Fifth
By MARY SCHLEY

A CONTRACTOR is gearing up to build the mam-
moth mixed-use project at Dolores and Fifth that stalled 
out six months ago, leaving a vast 16,000-square-foot pit 
on the edge of downtown, but there’s still no indication 
when — or if — work will resume on the contempo-
rary-style, side-by-side, multi-story complexes.

Spearheaded by business partners Bob Leidig and Mi-

See PIT page 19A

AG aims felony charges
at former city worker
n Accused of stealing medical benefits

By MARY SCHLEY

DEANNA ALLEN, who worked in finance and served 
as deputy city clerk before being fired in April 2018, was 
charged with three felonies by the California Attorney 
General’s Office last week for allegedly embezzling and 
misappropriating funds from the City of Carmel and fal-
sifying public records. The charges stem from a 10-month 
investigation by former city attorney Glen Mozingo and 
CPA Bryan Copas after Maxine Gullo, now assistant city 
administrator, discovered suspicious activity while review-
ing payroll systems shortly after she was hired in 2016 to 
handle human resources.

In charge of payroll
As part of her job, Allen, who turns 46 this month and 

has since moved to Paso Robles, was in charge of payroll 
and other aspects of city finance. According to the felo-
ny complaint filed Aug. 28 by supervising deputy attor-
ney general Brett Morris on behalf of California Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra, Allen stole money from city tax-
payers in 2015 and 2016 by manipulating the city’s com-
puter system to provide medical benefits for herself and 
her family without paying for them. In the filing, Morris 
said Allen also stole, removed, destroyed, altered or falsi-

Fundraiser to aid
resident’s fight against 
illegal campfires 

By CHRIS COUNTS

HAVING SEEN up close the devastation wrought by 
wildfires and fed up that illegal campfires were prolifer-

ating in his neighborhood, 
Big Sur resident Brendon 
Shave decided to do some-
thing about them.

With equal parts pa-
tience and persistence, 
Shave has spent much of 
his summer driving along 
the back roads of Big Sur’s 
South Coast and talking to 
tourists about the dangers 
of starting illegal camp-
fires.

The effort got started 
earlier this summer after 
he happened upon an infor-
mal campsite with what he 
called a “raging campfire” 
and nobody around.

He put the fire out using 
the absent campers’ own water, and when they returned to 
the site, explained to them what he had been forced to do. 
But the campers swore they had put the fire out earlier.

So Shave, who has lived in Big Sur for eight years and 
is the son of blogger Kathleen “Big Sur Kate” Novoa, 
showed them footage of the campfire he took with his dash 
cam. 

See FIRES page 15A

See ALLEN page 23A

Brendon Shave




