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warning that as many as eight luxury homes could be built 
in the near future on the same 48 acres.

To prevent that from happening, Paola Berthoin is urg-
ing her neighbors, taxpayers or somebody to buy the land 
and set it aside as open space. The property, owned by the 
Wolter family, is located at 8100 Valley Greens Drive.

“There’s a large sign up now saying the land 
is for sale,” Berthoin said. “This prime land 
was zoned for homes when the Carmel Valley 
Master Plan was updated about 10 years ago,” 
Berthoin said. “However, that doesn’t mean it 
has to happen.”

Property called ‘iconic’
But first, a considerable amount of money 

will need to be raised — the sale price is $7.9 
million. Still, Berthoin hopes the upscale res-
idents of the area will see the advantages of 
buying it. 

The real estate listing for the property de-
scribes it as “iconic” and says it consists of 
“eight beautifully laid out estate parcels ranging 
from 2.5 to 8 acres.”

There’s an urgency to buy the property, Ber-
thoin told The Pine Cone, because “it’s import-
ant we have land to grow food on.”

In 2014, Diehl and two partners sought to 
open the Carmel Canine Sports Center on the 

Alarm sounded in C.V. over ‘dog park’ homes
By CHRIS COUNTS

NEARLY FOUR years after the Monterey Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors put the kibosh on a proposal by 
county planning commissioner Martha Diehl to establish a 
private dog training facility in Carmel Valley, an activist is 

See HOMES page 15A

Council gives 
Verizon resounding 
thumbs-down
n Dispute likely to end up in court

By MARY SCHLEY

NO AMOUNT of arguing that federal and state laws 
require the city to allow the installation of telecommunica-
tions equipment in residential neighborhoods — and that 
a nearby mountaintop cell site is old and over capacity — 
could convince the city council Tuesday night to approve 
Verizon Wireless’ application for five small cell sites at the 
south end of town. Company officials had hoped council 
members would overturn the planning commission’s unan-
imous denial of the company’s application in June.

The cell phone company wants to install antennas on 
top of five PG&E poles located on San Antonio between 
10th and 13th, on Lincoln and Mission streets near 12th, 
and on 10th just north of Dolores, extending their heights 
to up to 50 feet from their existing 29 to 38 feet.

A city law specifically prohibits the installation of tele-
communications equipment in residential areas, and while 
some federal and state laws limit local jurisdictions’ con-
trol over such projects, senior planner Marnie Waffle rec-
ommended at the Sept. 10 meeting that the council uphold 
the planning commission’s denial based on numerous con-
flicts with the general plan, zoning code and other guide-
lines. The project needs several different city permits in 

Three stranded hikers tossed a water bottle with an SOS off a wa-
terfall along the Arroyo Seco River in June. Amazingly, someone 
found it and sent help — and the trio was rescued the next morning. 
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Seco River about 20 miles downstream to Arroyo Seco 
Campground. For much of the distance, they planned to 
float on inner tubes.

Two days later — about two-thirds of the way toward 

How three-month-old rescue became media sensation
n Message in bottle saves hikers

By CHRIS COUNTS

IN THE news business, late is only a little better than 
never, but that didn’t stop a handful of the world’s most 
important media outlets from pouncing on the story last 
weekend of a dramatic rescue of three backpackers along 
the Arroyo Seco River — even though the rescue happened 
three months ago.

The news sites, including the Washington Post, the 
Daily Mail, CBS News, Fox News and CNN, breathlessly 
provided details about the rescue but downplayed the fact 
that the story was old news. Some even omitted the date or 
buried it deep in the story.

Who could blame them? The rescue — which became 
possible only after an SOS note was placed in a bottle and 
tossed over a waterfall — is a great story, regardless of 
how late the media was in learning about it.

Missing rope derails trek
The story began June 13 when a trio of backpackers 

from Morro Bay — Curtis Whitson, girlfriend Krystal 
Ramirez, and his 13-year-old son, Hunter Whitson — left 
Escondido Camp, a remote site located in the mountains 
about 20 miles northwest of King City. Carrying camping 
gear and provisions, they intended to follow the Arroyo 

See RESCUE page 16A

Mysterious delay in
reclaimed water project 
n Officials mum on reason for holdup

By KELLY NIX

THE WIDELY celebrated treatment plant that’s ex-
pected to transform wastewater into drinking water for 
residents of the Monterey Peninsula is facing delays and 
a “series of contractor issues,” the heads of the agencies 
partnering on the project told The Pine Cone this week, 
though they declined to say precisely what those issues are.

Pure Water Monterey — a collaboration between the 

See DELAY page 12A

See VERIZON page 18A

Homeowners who went to the trouble of mowing the grass and removing low-
er limbs from trees on their Carmel Valley property helped keep a small fire 
from becoming a large one. See story page 6A.

Brush clearance saves homes

mess could be cleaned up and the city’s building official 
could assess the damage. 

“There was a vehicle that was parked on the street that 
had minor damage from the falling piece” of trim, Pacific 
Grove Police Cmdr. Rory Lakind told The Pine Cone. “No 
one was in the vehicle at that time.”

‘Industry standard’
Realtor Pete Ruiz, who is managing sales for the build-

ing’s 25 luxury units, said an inspection of the trim after 
the accident showed the rest of it was secure.

“The piece will be replaced in a week,” Ruiz told The 
Pine Cone Tuesday. “They also had a structural engineer” 
review the plan.

The foam molding, which does not provide any struc-
tural advantage, was glued to the building. The yellow 
residue from the adhesive was visible after the inci-
dent, and a crane was at the site Wednesday in prepara-

Who knew such things were made of foam? 
By KELLY NIX

A LARGE piece of architectural trim on the newly 
renovated Holman Building in Pacific Grove fell from the 
top of the structure Tuesday and struck a vehicle below, 
but nobody was hurt because the 2-foot-by-8-foot piece — 
which resembled the crenellations on a castle — was made 
of styrofoam and only weighed a few pounds, according to 
police and the realtor for the building. 

The accident happened at about 11:30 a.m. at the luxu-
ry condominium building on Lighthouse Avenue and drew 
several police officers and fire officials. 

Fountain Avenue at Lighthouse was closed until the 

See FOAM page 13A

Prison inmates steP 
closer to avoiding 
medical coPays 

By KELLY NIX

THE STATE Senate this week passed legislation that 
would prevent California prisons and county jails from 
demanding copays from inmates for medical, vision and 
dental care — a move its author contends would save tax-
payers money but which the Monterey County Sheriff ar-
gues could lead to “frivolous” visits to the doctor.

In a 29-11 vote, the Senate Monday passed AB 45, a 
bill introduced by District 29 Assemblyman Mark Stone 
that would eliminate medical copays for incarcerated men 
and women. The bill must be signed by Gov. Gavin New-
som by Oct. 13 to become law. 

‘Barrier to care’
“I am happy that AB 45 has passed the Senate and is 

one step closer to helping incarcerated individuals remove 
the barriers of medical care,” Stone told The Pine Cone 
this week. “We have worked closely with the California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation within the 
past year and hope that the governor signs the bill.”

An inmate who makes, for example, 8 cents an hour 
working in a state prison would have to work 60 hours to 
be able to afford the $5 copay state prison inmates must 
pay, Stone said. That “barrier to care,” as Stone called it, 
could have serious consequences, including the exacerba-
tion of minor conditions and the spread of infectious dis-
eases.

See INMATES page 10A
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