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WOMEN IN
BUSINESS

The Monterey Peninsula is home to hundreds of small businesses, 
including many owned and run by dynamic, entrepreneurial women 

whose success stories are an inspiration to us all. 

Read all about them in this issue of The Carmel Pine Cone

T r u s T e d  b y  l o c a l s  a n d  l o v e d  b y  v i s i T o r s  s i n c e  1 9 1 5

The  Carmel  Pine  Cone
Volume 105  No. 38 On the Internet: www.carmelpinecone.com  September 20-26, 2019

City’s surveillance 
cameras activated
n Monitoring drivers at six entry points

By MARY SCHLEY

THE VIDEO cameras police hope will help them 
catch people who commit crimes have been mounted 
on six power poles on the outskirts of town, at a cost of 
more than $100,000, and are recording images and license 
plates of every passing vehicle, according to public works 
director Bob Harary. But they are not yet streaming to the 

police station, where officers plan to use the footage and 
plate information to identify perpetrators.

“All six cameras are now in operation, but the videos 
are currently being recorded at each camera site,” he said 
Wednesday. “We expect the new server and monitor at the 
police station to be up and running next week and, in two 
weeks, all the cameras will be visible at the police depart-
ment.”

The company hired to install them, Surveillance Grid, 
has been paid $100,368.73 so far, leaving a balance of 
$9,627.92 on the contract that the city council approved in 
July 2018. According to that agreement, the Morgan Hill-

This video surveillance camera on Camino del Monte is one of six 
now being used by the city to keep an eye on comings and goings.
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both directions of traffic,” sheriff ’s deputies said.
They caught up to him near Point Lobos, but he ig-

nored their lights and sirens, racing south through Big Sur, 
which was crowded with visitors enjoying the warm, sun-
ny weather.

Carmel resident Colleen Logan had finished delivering 
produce to restaurants down the coast and was heading 
north on the new Pfeiffer Canyon Bridge in her company 
van when she saw the patrol vehicles speeding southbound 
and pulled to the side to let them pass. She noticed one car 
wasn’t yielding, though, and realized that was the driver 
police were chasing.

Man arrested after 45-mile high-speed chase 
n Tries to escape by car and down cliff

By MARY SCHLEY

A GILROY man on drugs was arrested Friday night 
after leading deputies on a chase down Highway 1 through 
Big Sur and then trying to escape by scrambling out of 
his car and over a cliff, according to the Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Monterey County Sheriff’s deputies were on their way 
to a call near Point Sur when they saw 26-year-old Chris-
topher Chavez “driving wildly on Highway 1” through the 
Carmel area in a silver Honda Civic.

“He was speeding southbound and weaving through See CHASE page 14A

A helicopter lands alongside Highway 1 in Big Sur to take Christopher Chavez to the trauma center at Natividad Medical Center Friday 
night after he led police on a high-speed chase down the coast and then tried to by escape by clambering down a cliff. Chavez, who 
apparently has an extensive criminal record in Santa Clara County, admitted to being on drugs, according to police, and was arrested.
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and renovations, and business expansions. Furthermore, 
he said the reclamation project is sufficient to lift a state 
order compelling Cal Am to stop pumping most of its wa-
ter from the Carmel River, its primary source.

The 15-page report concludes that “either supply op-
tion” — Cal Am’s desal plant or Pure Water Monterey — 
could meet the long-term needs of the Monterey Penin-
sula.” He also said that “either supply option is sufficient 

Desal not needed until 2043, water district says 
By KELLY NIX

THE CHIEF of the Monterey Peninsula Water Man-
agement District claims in a new report that Cal Am’s 
desalination plant is unnecessary and that the less costly 
Pure Water Monterey could provide water to the Peninsula 
customers for the next two decades, while Cal Am called 
report “flawed” and said it doesn’t take into account the 
effects of drought.

Dave Stoldt, general manager of the MPWMD, con-
cludes in an analysis released last week that the project to 
purify wastewater for drinking, which was originally pro-
posed as a backup water supply, could, by itself, provide 
enough H

2
O to the Peninsula until 2043 — not only to re-

place illegal pumping, but for infill development, remodels 

See REPORT page 12A See CAMERAS page 14A

ital copies of the paper online in 2007, and now, issues 
from Vol. 1 No. 1 through the final issue of 2006 can be 
accessed and searched through archive.org.

“The library’s been keeping microfilm copies of The 
Pine Cone for years, and it’s always been one of our most 
researched collections,” said local history librarian Katie 
O’Connell.

Library staff had long wanted to digitize the papers but 
decided doing so would be too expensive — un-
til last year.

“We planned to replace our oldest microfilm 
reader but discovered we could get the micro-
film digitized for the cost of a new machine,” 
she explained. “So we took that route instead.”

The digitization was completed a year ago, 
but providing access to the files presented an-
other problem, since the city’s website lacks the 
capacity for nearly 5,000 PDF files and the li-
brary didn’t have another means of putting them 
online.

State says ‘yes’
Then inspiration struck. A state library pro-

gram, the taxpayer-funded California Revealed 

State archiveS now include 4,762 Pine coneS
By MARY SCHLEY

EVERY PAGE of every issue of The Carmel Pine 
Cone published since the newspaper’s debut on Feb. 3, 
1915, can now be accessed online and searched by key-
word, thanks to a California State Library program called 
the California Revealed Project and the city’s public li-
brary. Pine Cone publisher Paul Miller began offering dig-

See ARCHIVE page 11A

This screenshot shows the type of search results available from the 1915-2006 
archive of Carmel Pine Cones now available via the Harrison Memorial Li-
brary web page.

‘Music’ video promotes 
reclamation project

By KELLY NIX

IT WON’T win a Grammy, but a music video released 
last week that features employees of the public agency be-
hind the Pure Water Monterey project — which aims to 
transform wastewater into drinking water — pokes fun at 
the “toilet-to-tap” concept.

Uploaded to YouTube Sept. 9, the video shows Mon-
terey One Water general manager Paul Sciuto and sever-
al other employees taking a break from their day jobs to 
dance and sing to “Old Water Road,” a parody of a No. 
1 song called “Old Town Road” by Billy Ray Cyrus and 
rapper Lil Nas X.

With images of a toilet flushing and a glass of clear 
water, Sciuto — wearing a cowboy hat, ’70s-style fringe 

See VIDEO page 12A


