The Carmel Pine Cone

Volume 105 No. 42

T

www.carmelpinecone.com

r u s t e d

b y

l o c a l s

a n d

l o v e d

b y

October 18-24, 2019

v i s i t o r s

Deal pending for Esselen tribe to buy ranch
By CHRIS COUNTS

But the takeover is not a done deal yet, despite local
media reports to the contrary, Peter Colby of the Western
F ALL goes according to plan, it won’t be a Silicon Rivers Conservancy told The Pine Cone this week. His
Valley executive or a land conservation group that soon group is brokering the deal between the current owner of
takes ownership of a remote 1,200-acre ranch in Big Sur the ranch, the Adler family of Sweden, and the Esselen
Tribe of Monterey County.
but a Native American tribe with deep local roots.
“A contract for the sale is in place,
but a number of steps need to be completed first before the land is transferred,” Colby said.
While Colby didn’t say how much
the land is selling for, it was listed
at $8 million when The Pine Cone
reported about it in 2017. But earlier this month, the California Natural Resources Agency announced
that something called “the Esselen
Tribal Lands Conservation Project”
received a $4.52 million grant from
state taxpayers.
“It is with great honor that our
tribe has been called by our ancestors
to become stewards of these sacred
indigenous lands once again,” tribal chairman Tom Little Bear Nason
said. “These lands are home to many
ancient villages of our people, and diPHOTO/WESTERN RIVERS CONSERVANCY
rectly across the Little Sur River sits
The 1,200-acre Adler Ranch could soon be acquired by the Esselen Tribe of Monterey Pico Blanco or ‘Pitchi,’ which is the

I

County. In this photo, towering Pico Blanco can be seen just to the south of the property,
which the tribe says is culturally important.

See TRIBE page 17A

Builders may be fined to protect ancient burials
By CHRIS COUNTS

A

nants of pre-European culture on their building sites —
particularly those who are digging basements.
“This should not be a light tap on the wrist,” Adams
told The Pine Cone. Respect for the burials of “those who
came before us is something we take very seriously.”
According to the supervisor, because of the demand for
larger homes in the Carmel area’s sizzling real estate market, builders are “digging much deeper into the ground,”
resulting in “a greater chance of finding Native American remains.”

FTER ONE building site near Carmel Point recently
turned up a Native American burial and another was graded without being monitored for artifacts, Monterey County supervisors Mary Adams and Luis Alejo are asking that
fines be increased for builders who skirt the county’s laws
that protect archaeological resources.
Last week, it was revealed that owners
of a property along Scenic Road were fined
$4,300 for failing to comply with a permit
Discouraging
condition that an archaeological monitor be
present. And, in late July, construction work property
at another nearby site unearthed bones beowners from
longing to a Native American.

Increased fines
Attorney Molly Erickson, who
represents homeowners in the
neighborhood concerned about
new development, is also encourneglecting
A tap on the wrist?
aging county officials to increase
Specifically, Adams and Alejo want to remnants of
the size of the fines.
“strengthen” the county’s ordinance “to native people
“For a home that’s going to sell
better protect” burials and other cultural
for $10 million, $4,300 is a slap on
resources at sensitive sites. Adams told The
the wrist,” she said. “It would be
Pine Cone that she would consider recomcheaper for them to violate the law
mending fines as high as $10,000 per day. First, she said than comply with it.”
she wants to find out “what other parts of the state are doThe topic of basements and burials also came
ing.”
up at a contentious hearing in April when suBut the 5th District supervisor said something needs to pervisors approved plans for three homes in the
be done to discourage property owners from ignoring the
See BURIALS page 16A
possibility of Native American burial sites or other rem-
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Cal Am takeover
study to be
released Nov. 6
By KELLY NIX

T

HE LONG-AWAITED findings of a study to determine the feasibility of taking over California American
Water’s local system and turning it into a government-run
operation will be released Nov. 6, the Monterey Peninsula
Water Management District announced this week.
The analysis was launched after voters in November
2018 OK’d a ballot measure calling for the water district
to use eminent domain, if necessary, to acquire Cal Am’s
Monterey Peninsula water system if the move was found
to be cost effective. A team of consultants have been trying
to determine that.
A special meeting on Nov. 12 at Embassy Suites in Seaside will include a review of the feasibility study process
and a presentation by the financial consultant, who will
present the findings “as to the valuation and impact on the
cost of service regarding a public takeover” of Cal Am’s
system, the district said.
Identity secret
“This meeting will be an opportunity for the public to
be presented the feasibility study by the consultants who
authored it, as outlined in the voter-approved initiative,”
water district general manager Dave Stoldt said in a statement.
Though the water district has kept the identity of the
consultants hired to write the report secret and withheld
information from the public about the study, board chair
Molly Evans said the agency has “strived to be as transparent and thorough as possible while still protecting the public’s position during potential real property negotiations.”
She called the report “high quality.”
The document will be available to the public Nov. 6, a
week before the meeting.
Members of the public, the district said, will be allowed
to have their say during a comment portion of the meeting following the presentation. The meeting will also be
See STUDY page 15A

Giving it a go ...

State board declines to parole kidnapper
n Gets extra 30 days for
operating businesses from jail
By KELLY NIX

F

REDERICK WOODS, the man who kidnapped
26 Chowchilla schoolchildren at gunpoint in 1976
and buried them alive in a botched ransom scheme
— and then sued a Monterey County man in 2017
over a ruined $1.5 million Christmas tree crop — was
denied parole last week for the 17th time.
On Oct. 8, state parole officials rejected the
67-year-old Woods’ bid to be a free man and said he
could try again in five years. His Los Angeles attorney, Dominique Banos, has appealed the decision,
claiming the parole agency violated Woods’ due process rights.

“Mr. Woods’ Oct. 8 parole hearing was conducted
without Mr. Woods or his attorney present,” Banos
told The Pine Cone this week. “I represented Mr.
Woods during this hearing. He did not waive his right
to be present, nor did he consent to the commissioners proceeding without him.”
Buried in a quarry
Woods was 24 in July 1976 when he and accomplices, Richard and James Schoenfeld, abducted the
students, ages 5-14, and their bus driver before putting them into a movers’ truck and burying it in a rock
quarry owned by Woods’ family. The kids and their
driver escaped about 16 hours later, and Woods and
the brothers were caught before they could demand
their $5 million ransom.
See KIDNAPPER page 17A

PHOTO/GUY CHURCHWARD

This petite athlete gave her city-sanctioned pumpkin a toss down the
steep Ocean Avenue hill on Oct. 5. Don’t worry if you missed it — a lot
more Halloween events are coming up. See page 10A.
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