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When she went back to Carmel Middle School last month after weeks of 
cancer treatment at Stanford, 13-year-old Kiara Hinze wasn’t just greeted 
by friends. See story page 9A.
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run world-famous Laguna Seca Raceway since its found-
ing in 1957. When the contract with the Sports Car Racing 
Association of the Monterey Peninsula expires at the end 
of the year, former Monterey Plaza Hotel GM John Narigi 
will take control of the track and its campgrounds and oth-
er facilities, and hire a team to run them.

The vote followed the recommendation of assis-
tant county administrator Dewayne Woods, who in 
his Nov. 19 presentation condemned SCRAMP for 
its shoddy handling of finances — including more 
than $2.2 million in debt, mostly to organizations 
that charge high fees for bringing major racing se-
ries here.

‘Insolvent’
“This organization is insolvent — there’s not a 

lot of financial stability there,” he said of SCRAMP, 
which has about 40 employees and organizes the 
hundreds of volunteers who work at the race events 
each year. “In 2017, the county had to come in and 
take over because of this financial insolvency.”

The county’s proposed 2019-2020 budget allo-
cated $18,748,000 for track expenses, including 
$3.2 million for capital work. It anticipated receiv-
ing $15,548,000 from track rentals, ticket sales, 

Supes terminate SCRAMP, put Narigi in charge
n Laguna Seca gets new management

By MARY SCHLEY

THE MONTEREY County Board of Supervisors on 
Tuesday unanimously voted to oust the nonprofit that has 

See TRACK page 15A

SPCA, Montage to 
benefit from sale of 
$21M P.B. estate

By KELLY NIX

AN $18 million endowment from the proceeds of the 
sale of a stunning Pebble Beach oceanfront estate will ben-
efit the SPCA for Monterey County and Montage Health 
Foundation, the Community Foundation for Monterey 
County said this week. 

On Nov. 8, the foundation sold the property, which was 
donated by Charles de Guigné, a philanthropist and busi-
nessman, who died in 2017. Houston Astros owner Jim 
Crane and his wife, Whitney, were the buyers of the two-
lot property, which includes a 9,700-square-foot home 
with six bedrooms and nine bathrooms and a one-bed-
room, two-bath guesthouse. 

SPCA for Monterey County executive director Scott 
Delucchi said the money it receives will help the group’s 
Treatment, Learning & Compassion Program, which pro-
vides veterinary care and one-on-one behavioral help for 
animals.

“The funds will help us break ground on a specially 
designed TLC building that will provide a safe, dedicated 
space for rescued pets who need long-term compassionate 
care, training, socialization and rehabilitation before being 
adopted into new, loving homes,” Delucchi said.

Cancer treatment and wound care
Steven Packer, president and CEO of Montage Health, 

said that during his lifetime, de Guigné contributed to a 
wide range of Montage services, “from cancer treatment 
to wound care” and that he wanted that support to continue 
after his death.

“Mr. de Guigné spoke of the need to ensure that excel-

For decades, a nonprofit has run the races at Laguna Seca, which is 
owned by Monterey County. This week, the board of supervisors ousted 
the group in favor of a former hotel GM said to be an expert at turning 
financially strapped businesses around.

are on the list of historical consultants Monterey County 
recommends.

Like virtually all American architects of his generation, 
Dahlstrand was influenced by America’s most famous ar-
chitect, Frank Lloyd Wright, and according to the report 

Historic consultants duel over Mid Valley Center
By CHRIS COUNTS

TWO WEEKS after submitting a letter suggesting 
Mid Valley Center should be officially designated historic, 
a consulting firm this week issued a report backing up the 
claim, mostly because the shopping center was designed 
by “locally prominent” architect Olof Dahlstrand.

The report by Page & Turnbull stands in 
sharp contrast to another by historical consul-
tant Anthony Kirk, who questioned whether 
Dahlstrand truly qualified as a “significant” 
architect. 

Kirk’s report concluded the center “does 
not meet the criteria” for a historical desig-
nation.

The distinction is critical because a formal 
designation as historic would make it much 
more difficult for the center’s new owner, 
Russ Stanley, to make alterations to it. Stan-
ley is proposing to renovate the center, which 
opened in 1966, but some residents say they 
don’t want to see it changed.

Owner criticized
In response to the new report, Stanley 

accused the Carmel Valley Association of 
trying to “circumvent the county’s process 
by hiring a biased and prejudicial consul-
tant.” CVA President Pris Walton insisted her 
group isn’t taking a stand against Stanley’s 
plans for renovating the center, but simply 
wants to present the public with as much in-
formation as it can.

Making the battle between dueling con-
sultants even muddier is the fact that both 

See DUEL page 16A

Rolling out the red T-shirts 

and backs the Pure Water Monterey project, told water 
board directors that the “attacks” on Stoldt at the coast-
al commission meeting in Half Moon Bay last week were 
“disturbing, to say the least.”

“Cal Am and its supporters stoop to lies and litigation 
threats against anyone who is bold enough to state the facts 
about the proposed desal and the Pure Water Monterey 

Biz group: Stoldt ‘deStroyed’ water progreSS 
By KELLY NIX

A WEEK after California American Water accused 
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District chief 
Dave Stoldt of “manipulating” information to support 
his opinion that Cal Am’s proposed desalination plant 
won’t be needed to meet local water demand for at least 
two decades, his supporters rushed to his defense, while a 
business group accused him of undoing years of progress 
toward securing a water supply project for the Peninsula. 

Cal Am, in a letter to members of the water district 
board on Nov. 11, accused Stoldt of using fictitious data 
to back his claims that the agency’s Pure Water Monterey 
reclamation project could make Cal Am’s desal plant su-
perfluous, even during a multi-year drought. Stoldt made 
the claims in a document he submitted to the California 
Coastal Commission before its staff recommended denial 
of a permit for Cal Am’s desal plant. 

‘Disturbing attacks’
While Stoldt has faced some criticism for the “manipu-

lated” memo and his position on the Pure Water Monterey 
project, water district directors appeared uninterested in 
the accusations at the agency’s meeting Monday, and sev-
eral people in the audience jumped to his defense.

Beverly Bean, who is opposed to Cal Am’s desal plant 

See DESTROYED page 17A See ESTATE page 20A

Selfie-taking woman
drowns at Garrapata

By CHRIS COUNTS

IN THE latest example of the deadly risks people face 
when they get too close to the surf, a woman who was vis-
iting from India was swept into the sea Saturday afternoon 
at Garrapata Beach in Big Sur.

The incident happened when she and two family mem-
bers climbed on rocks near the shoreline to take a self-
ie. Authorities were alerted at 2:37 p.m. Nov. 16 that the 
woman had been struck by a wave that pulled her out into 
the ocean. 

The family members made it back to dry land, but the 
woman didn’t.

See DROWNED page 19A


