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Holiday tip: A moving gift gathers no dust 
By SALLY BAHO

‘COLLECT MOMENTS, not things,” say the 
lifestyle gurus. Around here, it’s safe to assume that 
almost everyone lives with an abundance of material 
goods, but that doesn’t mean we have to let the art and 
joy of gift-giving be forgotten — even if you’re trying 
your best to live a less cluttered life. Why not get your 
loved ones a local experience this holiday season and 
make a memory to share and cherish (assuming they 
decide to bring you along)?

There are many opportunities for unique experi-
ences on our lovely Peninsula, from walking tours to 
car rentals, or even a view from more than 3 miles 
straight up. And with the shopping season just getting 
underway, the ideas to “experience local” are plenti-
ful.

For the auto aficionado in your life, you can rent 
a classic car from Monterey Touring Vehicles. The 

company offers half- and full-day rentals of classic, 
luxury and exotic cars. That way you can grab a cou-
ple of Bruno’s big-as-your-head sandwiches and set 
off down the coast. “Our car rentals are a great way to 
surprise people,” explained Erin Sollecito of Monte-
rey Touring Vehicles.

Rent-a-Rolls
Try a 1965 Mustang convertible to drive along 

Highway 1. Prices for that sweet ride start around 
$400 (plus a processing, cleaning and gas fee) for 
four hours, or you could try a 1957 Porsche for $300. 
For $600, you can go all-out and rent a 1938 Rolls-
Royce Phantom III. Ladies, don’t forget the sunglass-
es and scarves for that Grace Kelly look. You can 
probably get a great photo op, now that most of the 
tourists are gone.

See MEMORIES page 43A
Your “keep it locaL” shopping strategy can reach new heights if you give 
something like a tandem parachute jump over Monterey Bay.

PHOTO/SKYDIVE MONTEREY BAY

The bus and another car were hit Friday, and a van was 
struck Monday, bringing the total number of the unsettling 
incidents to 42, according to CHP public information offi-
cer Jessica Madueño.

Carmel Unified School District superintendent Barb 
Dill-Varga told parents on Friday that the bus was hit 
while on northbound 101 about 100 yards from the High-
way 156 overcrossing. An unknown object smashed the 
window, sending glass into the passenger cabin, and one 
of the adults on board called 911. Medics examined the 
kids, finding only one with minor cuts, and everyone was 
cleared to play, which they did after boarding a replace-
ment bus and driving to the playoff game.

Not thinking rationally
A parent who attended the game, which started an hour 

later than scheduled, told a television reporter no one knew 
what hit the bus or why someone would target it.

“Whoever this person is, they can’t be thinking ratio-
nally, because you never want to hurt a bunch of kids,” he 
said. The parent was also glad the team decided to play, 
rather than turn around and go home.

 “I think it was better for them to focus on the game, 
rather than feeling already defeated, getting back on the 
bus and going home,” he said.

Unfortunately, the Carmel High varsity team lost the 
game against Branham high school 55-20 in the CIF Cen-

CHS busload of football players among 
latest victims of Highway 101 ‘projectiles’

By MARY SCHLEY

SOMEONE HAS been throwing objects or shooting at 
passing cars on Highway 101 near the Highway 156 inter-
change for more than nine months — including shattering 
the back window of a bus carrying Carmel High School 
football players to a playoff game in San Jose Friday af-
ternoon — but the California Highway Patrol still has no 
idea who is responsible, or what he’s using for projectiles.

See BUSLOAD page 25A

The person targeting cars traveling along Highway 101 hit a bus 
carrying Carmel High School football players to a game in San 
Jose Friday afternoon, smashing the window and slightly injuring 
one of the teens.

Neighbor sues dog 
owners for injuries
n Also fights restraining order

By MARY SCHLEY

THE MAN accused of stabbing a neighbor’s dog 25 
times during a dogfight is challenging a judge’s order that 
he stay away from his neighbors and their pets. 

Larry Arthur is also suing the neighbors, Steve and Tra-
cy Henderson, for injuries he said he sustained during the 
Oct. 8 dogfight that ended with the stabbing.

A judge issued a temporary restraining order Oct. 16 
based on a complaint from Henderson that Arthur stabbed 
his dog, Mochi. But Arthur argued in a declaration filed at 
the Monterey County Superior Court last week that he is 
no threat and only did what he had to do in order to defend 
himself. Because of the restraining order, Arthur was also 
required to relinquish three handguns, which he sold, ac-
cording to court documents.

Arthur’s account
In court documents, Arthur, who lives on Pine Hills 

Drive, said the incident happened while he was outside 
Henderson’s home on Outlook Drive with his own dog, 
Kona, when “suddenly and without any warning, Kona and 
I were blindsided with a hit from the left side and knocked 
to the ground by Mochi.”

The dog bit Kona multiple times and, after he tried to 
pry his mouth open, he was bitten too, Arthur said in the 
declaration. 

“I tried pounding on Mochi’s head several times to get 
him to stop, but he did not,” he said.

He couldn’t reach his cell phone in his pocket and was 

See INJURIES page 24A

Dog shot in Cachagua
By MARY SCHLEY

A TEENAGER is nursing her puppy back to health 
this week after the 40-pound mixed-breed dog was hit 
square in the chest with birdshot last Thursday afternoon.

“I got her for my 16th birthday,” said Maeve Mattingly, 
a junior at Carmel High School. “She’s a really good dog, 
she’s really sweet, and she’s scared of cats. I take her ev-
erywhere with me except school, and if I could take her to 
school, I would.”

Mattingly said she didn’t see the shooting happen, be-
cause she was at her boyfriend’s house at the time. “My 

See SHOT page 19A

roofing materials and fake lawns.
“I can drive down any street and see houses and build-

ings that I have approved or worked on directly,” he said. 
“And it’s funny, because you never forget them. As you 
pass by the property, you can remember working with the 
owners and the story that went with it and the details. It 
adds up, and it has an impact on the city — hopefully for 
the better.”

Being the boss
Wiener, who was hired as a planner by then-planning 

director Sean Conroy, recalled a major turning point in his 
career when Conroy left in 2012, and he found himself 
handling most of the department’s business.

“The economy was beginning to pick up, and I was pre-
paring all the packets and staff reports myself,” he said. “It 
was a growing experience. It was the first time in my career 
I was the final decision-maker. Having that responsibility 

Planning director leaving post for job in Laguna 
By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER A dozen years in city hall — the last four-
and-a-half as the head of his department — planning and 
building director Marc Wiener is departing for a new post 
in Southern California. In the coastal Orange County city 
of Laguna Beach, which has nearly six times as many res-
idents but many of the same issues as Carmel, Wiener will 
oversee 35 people working in planning, building and code 
enforcement.

“I saw it as necessary for personal growth and career 
growth,” Wiener said of the new position, which he’ll start 
at the end of December. “Carmel is such a special place, 
I wanted to make sure if I went to work for another city, it 
was a place with a strong identity and a lot of character.”

During his tenure here, Wiener has handled thousands 
of residential and commercial projects, as well as signifi-
cant issues like beach fires, short-term rentals and street 
vendors. He’s helped draft ordinances and policies ad-
dressing everything from tasting rooms and restaurants, to See DIRECTOR page 20A
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