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Another frog joins endangered species list
By CHRIS COUNTS

J

OINING ITS more famous cousin, the red-legged
frog, the less heralded foothill yellow-legged frog —
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It’s been 20 years since the foothill yellow-legged frog was seen in
Monterey County. A state agency this week declared it endangered.

which nobody has seen around here in 20 years, but may
still exist — was designated an endangered species by the
California Fish and Game Commission this week.
“This is really good news for these iconic but highly
imperiled stream-dwelling frogs,” said Jeff Miller of the
nonprofit Center for Biological Diversity, which petitioned
the commission to give the rarely seen amphibian special
protection.
The frog, which can grow to about 3 inches long, can
be identified by the undersides of its legs, which have a
distinctive lemon-yellow color.
According to the center, the frog can no longer be
found in more than the half of the places it existed historically throughout the state. A 2015 report by the nonprofit
concluded that the frog is now “nearly extirpated” from
Monterey County.
The report indicated the last time the frog was seen in
the county was in 1999, when tadpoles of the species were
collected along the Dutra Creek, a tributary of San Carpoforo Creek, which is located near the southern boundary
of the county.
Small numbers of the frog were seen along both creeks
between 1995 and 1999, as well as in Willow Creek.
See FROG page 19A

Pledge of Allegiance survives by 3-2 vote
By MARY SCHLEY

C

OMMUNITY ACTIVITIES commission chair Linda Calafiore asked her colleagues Tuesday morning to end
the practice of reciting the Pledge of Allegiance at the start
of meetings, but her effort failed by a slim margin.
“I believe there is a difference between a display of the
flag versus a pledge to it, which I do not believe is necessary,” she told her fellow commissioners Dec. 10, after
asking them to keep patriotism out of the discussion. Each
commissioner takes the oath of office, committing to “support and defend the Constitution of the United States and
the Constitution of the State of California against all enemies, foreign and domestic,” and Calafiore said she felt
that was sufficient.
“I did verify the pledge is not a requirement by the
city,” she added. “I do believe in the separation of church

Eastwood tackles FBI

and state, and I also believe our Constitution to be secular.
I am an atheist, and I object to the phrase, ‘one nation under God,’ in the Pledge of Allegiance.”
Calafiore also noted that the United States is one of
the few countries to have a pledge to its flag and said the
practice began as a school program in the 1890s but has
become “a reflection of patriotism.”
“I beg to differ,” she said. “I consider myself patriotic.
However, I do not believe that the pledge to a flag is what
should be defined as what is patriotic, but rather our pledge
to the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.”
If she could sing, she added, she would suggest singing the “Star-Spangled Banner,” rather than reciting the
pledge.
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Sheriff: Steep
drop in inmates
reported to ICE
By MARY SCHLEY

W

HILE MORE than 200 illegal immigrant inmates
were picked up by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents when they were released from Monterey
County Jail in 2017, that number was reduced to just 41
people in 2018 and only 49 this year, Monterey County
Undersheriff John Mineau told the board of supervisors
Tuesday evening during a required annual report on ICE
activity in the county.
The cut isn’t because Monterey County has less crime,
or fewer illegal immigrants, but because state laws have
prohibited county sheriffs from cooperating with federal immigration authorities except in extreme cases. And
while a few advocates asked the supervisors to take matters further and pass a law forbidding the sheriff’s office to
voluntarily cooperate with ICE at all, the board declined to
make any changes, for now.
Only felons
Mineau and Chief Deputy Jim Bass presented their
report to the board to comply with a state law requiring
sheriff’s departments to provide information about ICE
contacts with illegal immigrant inmates annually.
“As many of you will remember from last year, the
overall number of people that ICE took from the county
jail upon release went way down from 2017 to 2018,” Mineau told the board.
That’s because SB 54, also known as the California Values Act, prevents law enforcement agencies from cooperating with ICE except when inmates have been convicted
of felonies like child abuse, sex crimes, robbery, firearms
offenses, kidnapping, stalking, hate crimes, gang offenses,
murder, torture, mayhem and a number of others.
“It completely eliminated misdemeanors,” Mineau
See ICE page 16A

See PLEDGE page 15A

Husky injured by extremely tight collar
By KELLY NIX

A

FEMALE husky found with a collar embedded into
her neck is recovering from her injuries, while SPCA for
Monterey County investigators are searching for the dog’s
owners, who could be criminally charged with neglecting
the animal, a spokeswoman for the SPCA said this week.
On Dec. 5, a citizen found the stray dog on Russell
Road in Salinas and took her to Banfield Vet Clinic, where
veterinarians removed the tight collar. SPCA humane officers then seized the 1-year old husky and brought her to
the nonprofit’s veterinary clinic where her wounds were
surgically repaired.
“The collar was on for a very long time and embedded
deeply into the flesh, causing severe lacerations,” SPCA
spokeswoman Beth Brookhouser told The Pine Cone Monday. “There were no other illnesses, as far as we know.”
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With controversy over improper surveillance by federal law enforcement agents dominating headlines, former Carmel Mayor
Clint Eastwood’s latest film, “Jewell,” takes on the similarly disquieting story of a man who was falsely targeted by FBI investigators
as a suspect in the planting of a bomb at the 1996 Olympics in
Atlanta. The film, which Eastwood directed (above, on location
with star Paul Walter Hauser), opens Friday at Del Monte Center
and at Lighthouse Cinemas in Pacific Grove.

Searching for owner
The embedded collar caused an open, painful wound on
the husky’s neck. The animal, whose neck is now wrapped
with bandages, did not have a microchip and there were no
tags on the collar.
The bright-eyed dog is “now safe and receiving loving
care” at the SPCA, the organization said.
The SPCA is asking the public to help identify her owner or owners, who could be charged with animal cruelty,
depriving the dog of food, water, and shelter, and permitting her to go without veterinary care.
See HUSKY page 19A
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This energetic, blue-eyed husky was found with a collar wrapped
so tightly around her neck she had to undergo surgery to repair the
damage. Her owners could be criminally charged.
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