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suddenly has engine trouble. 
“As a petty officer second class, he’s helped resolve a 

host of potentially mission-halting problems aboard the 
cutter,” said Nate Littlejohn, a public information officer 
for the Coast Guard.

Not long after leaving San Francisco Bay on a six-
month deployment to the Pacific and Indian oceans this 
past summer, Toren’s ship, the Coast Guard cutter Stratton, 

Fix-everything coast guardsman From 
Big sur sailed halFway around world at 4

By CHRIS COUNTS

TWENTY-FIVE years after sailing halfway around 
the world with his mother and father — before he even at-
tended kindergarten — one-time Big Sur youngster Stefan 
Toren is a still traveling by sea to far-flung places, but now 
he’s in the United States Coast Guard. 

Toren it turns out, has a knack for fixing things, a skill 
that can come in handy when you’re chasing down drug 
runners in the open ocean, and your Coast Guard vessel See TOREN page 14A

At 4, Stefan Toren (above) sailed halfway around the 
world with mother Mary Lu and father Magnus. Now 29 
(at left in right photo), he’s a “damage control specialist” 
in United States Coast Guard. PHOTOS/COURTESY MAGNUS TOREN (LEFT), US COAST GUARD (ABOVE)

Dad dies trying 
to save daughter 
at River State Beach

By CHRIS COUNTS

IN A frightening reminder of how treacherous the lo-
cal coastline can be, a man died on Christmas Eve after 
trying to rescue his young daughter from the Pacific Ocean 
off Carmel River State Beach.

The girl was floating in the rain-swollen Carmel Riv-
er Lagoon in an inflatable boat when she presumably got 
too close to the sandbar that separates the lagoon from the 
ocean and was swept into the swiftly flowing river channel 
and out to sea.

Rescue workers from Cal Fire, the Monterey County 
Sheriffs Office, United States Coast Guard and California 
State Parks responded to the scene starting at about 12:30 
p.m. in response to emergency calls about a father and 
daughter struggling off shore.  

Lifeguards were able to retrieve the girl in the boat but 
could not find the father. A Coast Guard helicopter located 
the man in the water about 200 yards off Carmel Point 
shortly after 2 p.m., Cal Fire said. He was later pronounced 
dead at Community Hospital in Monterey.

The daughter was taken to the same hospital by ambu-

By ELAINE HESSER

THE FIRST time future historians meet Denny LeVett 
in the pages of The Pine Cone, it will be, unsurprisingly, 
because of a real estate deal. Specifically, in the April 28, 
1983, edition of the paper, reporter Florence Mason wrote 
that he and his then-wife Karen had recently acquired San 
Antonio House, “a guesthouse in the residential district.”

Mason noted that the couple was already “well known” 
as owners of the Vagabond House, “the beautiful coun-
try-style inn at Dolores Street and Fourth Avenue.” Al-
though LeVett would come to be recognized for his savvy 
investments in real estate — not to mention his friendly, 
outsized personality and debonair clothing — back then 
he was one more Carmel innkeeper.

Bringing in dog beds
That all changed in 1986 when LeVett purchased the 

Cypress Inn with Doug Dusenbury, Ben Heinrich and 
Dick Albers. A Pine Cone writer was impressed with what 
LeVett and his partners did with the place.

“The interior is much lighter, done with softer colors 
and freshly painted white walls. The fireplace in the lobby 
as acquired a mantelpiece and old hardwood floors have 
been uncovered.”

Subsequent reports of LeVett included a great deal of 

The nice guy from 
Vagabond house

First mention —

(Left to right) Karen and Dennis LeVett, Doris Day and Terry and 
Jacqueline Melcher celebrated their new partnership at the Cy-
press Inn in this March 10, 1988 Pine Cone photo.

PHOTO/PINE CONE FILE

incidents. 
“We are very fortunate that no one has been seriously 

hurt,” Foster said on social media Dec. 17. “The Monte-
rey area has significantly increased our patrol efforts in the 
Prunedale area. We are using every investigative means at 
our disposal.”

Those driving in the area are being advised to keep their 
windows up to “help keep you a little more safe,” Foster 
said. If your vehicle is struck, pull to the right shoulder, put 

Another vehicle struck by projectile in Prunedale
n Extra patrols and a $15,000 reward 

By KELLY NIX

THE NUMBER of vehicles struck by projectiles along 
the Highway 101 corridor in the Prunedale area reached 64 
late last week, as the California Highway Patrol said it’s 
using “every investigative means” to track down those re-
sponsible for the incidents.

Since February, someone has been hurling or firing pro-
jectiles at motorists traveling on highways 101 and 156 
in San Benito and Monterey counties. No one has been 
seriously injured. On Nov. 22, a bus carrying Carmel High 
School players on its way to a playoff game in San Jose 
was struck and a back window shattered. At the time, 42 
vehicles had been hit.

That number increased to 64 when someone reported 
to the CHP on Dec. 20 that their vehicle was struck on 
101 at Dunbarton Road in Prunedale on Dec. 13, accord-
ing to CHP Capt. Kyle Foster. The victim was not injured, 
but investigators have determined it is related to the other 

See PRUNEDALE page 13A

Cort, 68, was mayor who 
‘promoted sustainability’

By KELLY NIX

FRIENDS AND associates of Dan Cort — a former 
Pacific Grove mayor and real estate “visionary” who ren-
ovated dozens of old buildings in Northern California — 
are offering tributes after his sudden death this week. He 
was 68.

Cort, the founder of Cort Companies, a historic rede-
velopment business based in Stockton, passed away Tues-
day. Cort had a house in Pacific Grove with his wife, Beth. 
Their son, Josh, is 28.

“It is with great sadness that we share the news that 
Dan Cort died unexpectedly today due to complications 
from an illness,” Cort Companies reported on social me-
dia Tuesday. “His contribution to our community was un-
matched. This magnificent man will be deeply missed by 
all.”

Cort was on the Pacific Grove planning commission 

Lonely park rooster 
retrieved by SPCA

By KELLY NIX

After spending almost a week nonchalantly hanging 
around Berwick Park in Pacific Grove, a rooster is being 
cared for by the SPCA for Monterey County, a spokes-
woman for the organization told The Pine Cone Monday. 

Numerous passersby spotted the rooster, which main-
ly kept to the grassy, oceanfront park off of Ocean View 
Boulevard. The bird, which the SPCA said is ill, may have 
been abandoned. 

This rooster spent days strutting around an oceanfront park in Pacif-
ic Grove until the SPCA for Monterey County picked him up. 

PHOTO/PAUL MILLER

See ROOSTER page 13A

See LEVETT page 18A

See CORT page 11A

See DROWNING page 10A
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By Lisa Crawford WatsonSandy Claws

COCO IS a 1-year-old Maltipoo who was born 
blind on New Year’s Eve. The breeder didn’t notice. 
The couple that bought the 8-week-old pup from 
an ad in the newspaper also didn’t notice. But their 
teenaged daughter did.

“Mom, when I play with him, he doesn’t chase 
the toy,” the teen said. “I think Coco’s blind.”

The couple took Coco to the vet, who deter-
mined the little dog was completely healthy and 
completely blind. They discussed returning the 
puppy to the breeder, but their daughter was al-
ready devoted to him. She named him Coco for his 
chocolate-colored coat. 

“We talked as a family about raising a blind dog,” 
his person said. “It seemed like such a difficult prop-
osition that we weren’t sure we could, or should, do 
it. But it actually has been very easy to have him. 
Coco adapts easily to his environment and is now 
very much a part of our family. We love him.”

The family puppy-proofed their Carmel Woods 
home, placing bumpers on chairs and sharp cor-
ners, and clearing spaces where the puppy would 
play. Yet Coco seems to find his way around the 
place quite naturally. Within days, he could climb 
the stairs of the two-story house to access his per-
son’s bedroom, where he sleeps, tucked securely 
into bed each night.

The family established a weekend routine of 
taking Coco to Carmel Beach, where he loves to 
dig up a storm in the sand. He also enjoys romping 

around the grassy expanse at Carmel Valley Park. 
No one there seems to notice he’s blind, either.

“Coco’s a little afraid of other dogs, but he has a 
good time at the beach and at the park,” his person 
said. “Everyone compliments him. We’re so proud 
of our puppy. He’s a smart, brave little dog, who 
just happens to be blind.”

Born blind

A New Year, A New You!
Treat yourself to BOTOX at $11.00 per unit, and/or $750.00 

for each syringe of Juvederm Voluma ®XC filler.

Erase away all the summer sun damage with our Limelight 

special (IPL).  $300.00 per treatment.  A series of 4 treatments 

is recommended.  Saving of $600.00.

Call in and schedule a consultation about our new Micro-

needling/RF (Radio Frequency) machine!   

All offers expire February 28, 2020.

GIFT CERTIFICATES ARE AVAILABLE!

Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment.  
All treatments are scheduled with our RN.  Please make your 
appointment by calling our offices today.

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404 
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757  Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

JAMES E. RHEIM, M.D. + JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

SHOP AT KHAKISOFCARMEL.COM
CARMEL PLAZA • OCEAN AVE • 831-625-8106

holiday 
reductions

don’t forget...
validated 
parking 
with purchase

sport coats
soft jackets
outerwear
sweaters
shirts
pants
shoes
& more

www.gocatrescue.org

It’s Almost OverIt’s Almost Over

All Golden Oldies cats 
are spayed/neutered and 

current on medical.

If you would like to sponsor our next ad, 
give us a call at 831-200-9700

Three things end at midnight 

Dec. 31: our Holiday Special (all 

adoption fees paid by a lover of 

our delightful and awesome cats); 

our biggest fundraiser of the year, 

Monterey County Gives! (donate at 

montereycountygives.com/cats); 

and the year 2019. Reggie, 6, hopes 

to find his forever home so he can 

have a Happy New Year!

Call Golden Oldies at 831-200-9700 if you 
would like to meet Reggie.

Adopt. Donate. Volunteer. 
Give the Gift of Life 

and Love!

San Carlos & 7th Ave | Carmel-by-the-Sea
831.625.9995 | www.foxycouturecarmel.com

Wishing You A Very Foxy New Year!
FOXY COUTURE

OPPLETON’S

299 Lighthouse, Monterey • 831 649 3083
poppletonshome.com

wishes you
Happy Holidays

We will be closed 
Christmas Eve

And re-open January 2nd

26200 Carmel Rancho Blvd    Mon-Sat 9-7 Sun 9-6    (831) 626-7555   TheRawConnection.com

AFRP 
ADOPTION 
CENTERS

Save Lives by Volunteering for AFRP!  

volunteer

Want to make a New Year’s resolution that is easy 
to keep, and saves lives too? Join our volunteer 
team and make a difference in the lives of homeless 
animals. We’d love to match you with a volunteer 
position that is right for you. Temporary foster homes 
for cats and dogs are especially needed!  
Call 831-333-0722 to get started. 

The Pine Cone office will be Closed
January 1, 2020
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Monterey Showroom
8am to 4pm Monday through Friday  

and by appointment 831.375.7811 

S U M M I T  F U R N I T U R E , I N C . |  8 3 1 . 3 7 5 . 7 8 1 1  |  S U M M I T F U R N I T U R E . C O M

M O N T E R E Y    L O S   A N G E L E S    S A N  F R A N C I S C O    L O N D O N    M O N AC O  

5  H A R R I S  C O U RT   BU I L D I N G  W   M O N T E R E Y  C A  9 3 9 4 0

C O M E  V I S I T  U S  A T  O U R

HIGHEST QUALITY TEAK OUTDOOR FURNITURE, PERFORMANCE FABRICS  
AND LIMITED STOCK OF SALE ITEMS: DINING TABLES • DINING CHAIRS  
OCCASIONAL TABLES • COFFEE TABLES • LOUNGE CHAIRS • OTTOMANS 
SOFAS • BAR CHAIRS • DAY BEDS • CONSOLES • OUTDOOR FABRICS AND 
MUCH MORE!

O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C

Top rated on Google on the 
Monterey Peninsula

831-375-2206
www.delmonteassistedliving.com | info@delmonteassistedliving.com 

DEL MONTE 
Assisted Living and Memory Care

Ask us about how you can get 3 DAY FREE TRIAL,

HOME LIKE ATMOSPHERE 
Every person has a unique personality, so every person is treated 

with the best with our tailored care.

please call Sunny at 925-222-0430
License # 270708252/275202352

crushed him. A paramedic pronounced him 
dead at the scene at 11:05 p.m. 

The dozer was equipped with a seatbelt, 
but he wasn’t wearing it, and the left door 
of the cab was open while he worked.

The subsequent investigation revealed 
that Czirban was contracted by Cal Fire 
to provide bulldozer services during wild-
fires, according to Hubanks. When Czir-
ban signed that agreement in 2014, he 
presented a document purporting to show 
his workers comp coverage, but that paper-
work was fake. Investigators also discov-
ered he wasn’t paying payroll taxes.

No insurance
Between June 2014 and July 2016, Czir-

ban and his bulldozer workers assisted Cal 
Fire with battling 11 wildfires, according 
to Hubanks, all while he had no insurance 
protecting them from injuries and death on 
the job.

“The absence of that insurance would 
not be discovered until Mr. Reagan’s death 
in July 2016,” Hubanks said. “Since Mr. 
Czirban did not have the mandated work-
ers compensation insurance, there was no 
insurance policy in place to provide finan-
cial benefits to Mr. Reagan’s two young 
children and their mother.”

As part of his probation, Czirban will 
be required to pay restitution to the win-
dow, Morgan Kemple, and their children, 
Aubrey and Colbie. Hubanks said the court 
will determine the amount at a restitution 
hearing next year.

Dozer owner sentenced to probation
By MARY SCHLEY

THE CONTRACTOR whose employ-
ee was killed while driving a bulldozer 
during 2016’s Soberanes Fire was sen-
tenced last week to 300 days of home con-
finement and other penalties as part of his 
felony probation for payroll tax evasion, 
failing to carry workers compensation 
insurance and lying to Cal Fire about the 
coverage. 

Monterey County Superior Court Judge 
Andrew Liu handed down the sentence in 
his Salinas courtroom Dec. 13 after finding 
34-year-old Ian Czirban guilty of numer-
ous offenses in October, according to pros-
ecutor John Hubanks. If Czirban violates 
the terms of his probation, he could go to 
prison for nearly five years.

The criminal case against Czirban arose 
out of the death of bulldozer operator 
Robert Reagan on July 26, 2016, after the 
Contractors State License Board opened 
an investigation into the accident in which 
Reagan, who had worked for Czirban for 
just one day when he was assigned to the 
fire, was fatally wounded while operating 
the dozer in Palo Colorado Canyon. 

Working the night shift cutting a fire 
line, Reagan tried to take the dozer down 
a steep embankment. According to a fire-
fighter who witnessed the accident, when 
the dozer “reached the tipping point” its 
blade caught on the ground, causing it 
to roll. Reagan was ejected from the cab 
and pinned beneath the bulldozer, which 

The Pine Cone’s email edition: Complete local news without 
pop-ups, click bait, pay walls or banner ads — 

and we don’t even harvest your data.

Subscribe at www.carmelpinecone.com

RITE
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FJØRN Scandinavian

CRAFTED WITH LOVE AND PRIDE IN SWEDEN
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Police, Fire &
Sheriff’s Log

See POLICE LOG page 6RE
 in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls
Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by 
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Oct. 10 — Monterey County Superior 
Court Judge Rafael Vazquez sentenced Juan 
Rojas-Cervantes, 38, a resident of Seaside, to 
15 years in prison for kidnapping, sodomiz-
ing and orally copulating a minor under 14 
years of age. All three charges are violent fel-
onies and are considered “strikes” under Cal-
ifornia’s Three Strikes law. Rojas-Cervantes 
had previously admitted his guilt on May 28, 
2019. 

Jane Doe, who was 13 years old at the 
time, reported that she met Rojas-Cervantes, 
who was 37 years old at the time, on a so-
cial media application. Rojas-Cervantes’ so-
cial media profile stated he was 27 years old. 
Doe’s profile stated that she was 18 years old. 

Doe and Rojas- Cervantes agreed to meet 
up around Oct. 29, 2018. Doe reported that 
Rojas-Cervantes kidnapped her and sexually 
assaulted her. During an interview with the 
police, Rojas-Cervantes initially denied sex-
ually assaulting Doe, but later he admitted 
engaging in some sex acts with Doe. 

In addition to his prison sentence, Ro-
jas-Cervantes will be required to register as 
a sex offender for life. Vazquez also ordered 
Rojas-Cervantes not to have any contact with 
Jane Doe for a period of 10 years, the maxi-
mum term under the law. 

Oct. 10 — David Robert Clarke, 38, was 
sentenced for a cannabis cultivation opera-
tion discovered at his residence in June 2019. 

Clarke received a three-year probation sen-
tence and was ordered to serve 150 days in 
jail. 

The Monterey County Sheriff’s Office 
discovered the illegal operation and eradicat-
ed approximately 80 cannabis plants growing 
on the site. Also found on site were items 
purposed for the chemical manufacturing of 
cannabis and concentrated cannabis. Dep-
uties also discovered vape cartridges which 
appeared to contain concentrated cannabis. 
The property, which Clarke rented, had large 
amounts of trash and debris and abutted El 
Toro Creek, causing environmental concerns. 
Francis Humes was also arrested and charged 
in connection with this case but failed to 
appear in court, and a warrant remains out-
standing for his arrest. 

District Attorney Jeannine M. Pacioni 
emphasized the dangers of buying cannabis 
products like vape cartridges from anyone 
other than a licensed dispensary. 

Commercial cannabis cultivation is highly 
regulated and is designed to protect the pub-
lic by monitoring every step of the produc-
tion process. Although this creates a more 
expensive product, regulation provides a safe 
product that can be tracked and traced to 
guard against harmful compounds. 

Monterey County requires those growing 

See GAVEL page 13A

Trapped cat home for Christmas

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10

Pacific Grove: Dispatched to a call on 
Central Avenue regarding a public nuisance. 
A 62-year-old male was cited.

Pacific Grove: Hit-and-run of a parked 
vehicle on Lighthouse Avenue.

Pacific Grove: Transit bus collided with a 
parked car on Lighthouse Avenue.

Big Sur: Palo Colorado Road resident re-
ported suspicious circumstances.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Female reported 
ongoing messages and calls from her ex-hus-
band. She asked for contact to be made with 
the ex-husband to advise him to cease all 
contact. Ex-husband was contacted via tele-
phone and advised. She wished for the inci-
dent to be documented.

Pacific Grove: Probation violation on 
Lawton.

Pacific Grove: Dispatched after report of 
a disturbance on Arkwright Court.

Pacific Grove: Suspicious person was 
contacted on Monterey Avenue and found to 
be in possession of drug paraphernalia after 
trying to destroy it. The 41-year-old female 
was cited.

Carmel area: A civil issue/possible scam 
was reported at the Crossroads, regarding fix-

ing a scratch in a vehicle.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Lost wallet in front 
of Bruno’s Market.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Subject on Mission 
Street reported ongoing harassment.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: A report of a wom-
an yelling and acting hysterical in an apart-
ment on San Carlos Street. Units responded 
and located the woman walking away from 
the apartment. The female was found to be 
intoxicated and dealing with multiple life 
challenges which caused her much discom-
fort along with irrational thoughts. The fe-
male was allowed to vent and calm down and 
agreed to go back to her residence with her 
significant other for the evening. Warning is-
sued.

Pacific Grove: A 41-year-old female was 
booked into Monterey County Jail.

Pacific Grove: Trespass admonishments 
on Jewell and Grove Acre.

Pacific Grove: DMV reevaluation on 
Lighthouse Avenue.

Pacific Grove: Non-injury collision on 
private property on Forest Avenue. Informa-
tion exchanged.

Pacific Grove: Burglary on Lighthouse 
Avenue.

Pacific Grove: Battery reported at Coun-
try Club Gate. Suspect was a 16-year-old ju-
venile.

HERE’S A look at some of the signifi-
cant calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea 
Police Department and the Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Office last week. This week’s log 
was compiled by Mary Schley.

A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula 
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan   831.236.7251

TerryMcGowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES      DRE: 01126129

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

Clark’s Carmel Stone
(831) 385-4000

100 Airport Drive,
King City
Delivery Available

clarkscarmelstone.com               clarkscarmelstone@yahoo.com

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

SOUTHERN MONTEREY BAY 
Dischargers Group

Fat-Free Sewers

Scrape It Can It

Trash It*

.  .

- Cooking oils and grease
clog sewers and 

damage infrastructure!

- Never pour fats or oils 
down the drain

register at hospicegiving.org/discover-hopegives
Community Event January 11, 2020 

Brought to you by Hospice Giving Foundation
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Inquire about our 
New Year’s Specials

With your own personal assistant
• Errands run-shopping done. 
• Confidential assistance after any medical procedure. 
• Organize your space, Home & Garden 
• Only 1 HR minimum commitment
• Free estimates, References Available

STAY INDEPENDENT
TO DO

831-915-4001831-915-4001
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LUXURY
GARAGE
CONDOS

JOSH JONES
BRE# 01352818

831-647-2106

RYAN CLARK
BRE# 02012077

831-755-1635
DENNIS CHAMBERS

BRE# 00475577

408-605-6760

call for 

information

$110,000 invested in the car as represented by Mecum. At 
best, the car is worth approximately $39,000 — not even 
close to the $110,000 in claimed investment, and not close 
to the $64,000 sales price.”

Schnayer wants the Wisconsin auction house to take 
back the Jeep and refund him the amount he paid for it and 

Man sues auction house over $64,000 Jeep he says was worth much less 
By KELLY NIX

A MORAGA man has filed a lawsuit against a well 
known automobile auction house alleging he purchased a 
“custom-made” Jeep from the company during Car Week 
in Monterey only to find that the advertised “$110,000” in 
upgrades to the vehicle amounted to a mere $10,000. 

In a Dec. 20 complaint filed in Monterey County Supe-
rior Court, David Schnayer says that on Aug. 17, he paid 
$64,365.50 to purchase a 2018 Jeep Wrangler JL Custom 
from Mecum Auctions. 

“The dealer represented that, among other things, the 
car included an ‘estimated $110,000 invested in the build 
of this one-of-a-kind custom Jeep,” the lawsuit says. The 
information about the upgrades, Schnayer said, was on a 
description card posted in the Jeep’s window at the auc-
tion. The information is also on Mecum’s website.

‘Mostly stock’
But when Schnayer got the Jeep home, he says he dis-

covered the vehicle did not have nearly $110,000 in up-
grades.

“Instead, most of the car was stock,” his lawsuit says. 
Schanyer had the Wrangler inspected by two auto 

dealerships that specialize in custom Jeeps and was told 
that the upgrades amounted to $10,221 for new tires and 
wheels, suspension work and other work details.

Schnayer said “$10,221 is a far cry from the estimated 

other expenses, including for storage and insurance costs, 
licensing, registration and inspection, and attorney’s fees 
and costs. He’s also seeking punitive damages, which can 
be awarded in cases involving malice or fraud. 

This 2018 Jeep Wrangler, customized by a company in Las Vegas, 
is similar to a 2018 Wrangler purchased by a Moraga man who 
claims an auction house lied about upgrades to the vehicle.

See JEEP page 12A
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Ocean Avenue | Carmel-by-the-Sea | (831) 624-2403 
Monday - Saturday: 10am-5:30pm | Sunday 12pm-5pm 

www.augustinaleathers.com

venue | Carmel by the Sea | (831) 6

831.595.4999  ■  www.MaryBellProperties.com DRE#00649274

Spacious, Single Story Mid-Century Estate on 3.5 Acres
Carmel Valley  ■  4 Beds, 3.5 Baths  ■  $3,250,000  ■  www.15EncinaCarmelValley.com

Mary Bell
Exceptional Representation For Individual Needs

Open House Sat. 1:30-3:30pm
15 Encina Drive

Ocean @ Dolores  |  831-625-1382  |  10-6pm Daily

RON WHITE 
Trunk Show

Friday & Saturday
December 27 & 28

Shop new arrivals. 
Exclusive styles for this event.

Enjoy 20% OFF 
select styles.

See AMBULANCE page 20A

respond to a call outside its jurisdiction. 
That “automatic aid” provision exists now 
— which means people who live just out-
side Carmel’s city limits can be picked up 
by the city’s ambulance if it’s closer than 
the county’s — but was eliminated in the 
new ambulance plan.

When local fire officials and others read 
the plan, they complained to the county 
board of supervisors and the EMS Agency, 
but officials declined to reopen the con-
versation, saying everyone had plenty of 
opportunity to comment during five “lis-
tening sessions” in the fall of 2017. They 
insisted their new plan would provide bet-
ter service for less money.

One argument for not returning to the 
drawing board was urgency. If a new agree-

Future of county ambulance murky
By MARY SCHLEY

ALMOST A year after firefighters, 
medics and county officials got into a se-
rious dispute over the county’s ambulance 
service, the dispute still hasn’t been re-
solved — and neither has the question of 
who will take over the service after the 
contract with American Medical Response 
expires at the end of next month. 

To replace it, county officials in Janu-
ary issued a lengthy “request for propos-
als” from companies that might want the 
job, sparking a sometimes bitter battle 
over how emergency medical treatment 
and transport should be handled, including 
whether the closest ambulance, regardless 
of whether it’s the county’s operator or an-
other agency like Carmel Fire Ambulance 
or Monterey County Regional Fire, should 

See INCENTIVES page 23A

equipment and repairing plumbing. Rise + 
Roam, the new bakery and pizzeria owned 
by Greg Ahn that’s set to open in Carmel 
Plaza, received $5,500 in fee waivers for 
interior improvements.

Other beneficiaries included the Hide-
way hotel for 12 new bathrooms and repair 
of water damage, a realty company for 
work in the upstairs area of the building at 
Ocean and Dolores, La Playa hotel for new 
lighting, and the Carmel Art Association 
for a new roof.

“I’m not sure it’s been fully embraced 
by business owners, but I’ve been an advo-
cate,” Rerig said. While the program was 
designed to encourage property owners to 
reinvest in their buildings and businesses 
for the longer-term benefit of bringing in 
more money from sales and hotel taxes, 
Rerig said, “I can’t tell you if there’s em-
pirical evidence that supports the concept.”

“Will the city glean back more than that 
in increased TOT or sales tax? It’s anecdot-
al from the financial side,” he said. “But 
from the character-management side, I 
think it’s a home run, because we’re trying 
to get people to maintain their commercial 
properties better.”

Incentive plan saves property owners, 
businesses more than $85k in fees

By MARY SCHLEY

A TEMPORARY program approved 
by the city council in November 2018 
to encourage commercial landlords and 
business owners to spruce up their stores, 
hotels, restaurants and other downtown 
buildings by waiving planning and build-
ing fees benefited 81 projects ranging from 
plumbing fixes to paint jobs and new con-
struction, according to city administrator 
Chip Rerig. 

The incentive program, which expires 
Dec. 31, has resulted in the waiving of 
$85,734 in fees.

Hotels, offices, restaurants
Business and property owners who took 

advantage of the incentives include Kent 
Ipsen, who saved $5,700 in fees on his new 
complex on Lincoln between Fifth and 
Sixth where Christopher’s restaurant but 
which will now be the site of The Pocket 
restaurant, the Talbott Vineyards Tasting 
Room, and apartments he intends to use 
for vacation rentals.

The Carmel Foundation saved $1,000 
in fees to install new ADA ramps, and 
Mission Street restaurant owner Gaston 
Georis saved $1,500 in fees for replacing 
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Smarter, faster urgent care.  
Feel better yet? 

MoGoUrgentCare.org

OPENING SOON: 2020 Del Monte Avenue, Suite B, Monterey
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DLRE PRESIDENT’S CLUB ELITE & TOP 
INDIVIDUAL PRODUCER 2017 & 2018

DEBBY BECK

14 CIELO VISTA TERRACE, MONTEREY

CO M I N G S O O N S A L E P E N D I N G

1108 MONTECITO AVENUE, PACIFIC GROVE

1256 SURF AVENUE, PACIFIC GROVE

S A L E P E N D I N G

DOLORES 5 SE OF 2ND ST, CARMEL
2972 CRESCENT RD, PEBBLE BEACH
920 FOUNTAIN AVE, PACIFIC GROVE

198 CHAPARRAL RD, CARMEL VALLEY
6 ANTLER PL, MONTEREY

4143 CREST RD, PEBBLE BEACH
95 ALTA MESA CIR, MONTEREY

1118 RIPPLE AVE, PACIFIC GROVE
125 SURF WAY #424, MONTEREY
312 WILLOW ST, PACIFIC GROVE

29 E. ACACIA ST, SALINAS
405 19TH ST, PACIFIC GROVE

770 DRY CREEK RD, MONTEREY
19623 BAVELLA CT, SALINAS
315 8TH ST, PACIFIC GROVE

2019 SOLD 
BY DEBBY BECK

D E B B Y B E C K P R O P E R T I E S . C O M

831.915.9710
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

CRS®, GRI® — DRE 01747647

211 Grand Ave, Pacific Grove 

debbybeckrealtor@gmail.com

NICOLLETTE EASON TROTTIER

DRE 02074629 | 831.595.0009 416 19TH STREET, PACIFIC GROVE 

J U S T S O L D

H r
WISHING YOU A

Lore Lingner, CRS
  

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email — 
free subscriptions at www.carmelpinecone.com

Press releases about newsworthy events 
should go to the 

following Pine Cone reporters:

Mary Schley: Carmel-by-the-Sea, food & wine, police, 
fire, criminal courts and schools

mary@carmelpinecone.com

Chris Counts: Carmel Valley, Big Sur, Arts & Entertainment 
and scholastic sports chris@carmelpinecone.com

Kelly Nix: Pacific Grove, Pebble Beach, Monterey, Seaside, 
state government, civil courts and water 

kelly@carmelpinecone.com

Letters to the editor are only accepted by email and should be 
sent to mail@carmelpinecone.com

The Carmel Pine Cone
Press  Re lease  gu ide l ines

The Rio Resolution Run always has a good turnout on New Year’s 
Day, and raises thousands of dollars for local charities.

PHOTO/COURTESY RIO GRILL

Rio Run turns 30
By MARY SCHLEY

THE RUN through Carmel that restaurateur Tony 
Tollner has organized for years is celebrating its 30th an-
niversary on New Year’s Day, and organizers hope a record 
number of people will show up to take part in the 5K and 
10K races that this year benefit Coastal Kids Home Care.

The Jan. 1 run has become a tradition for people who 
want to start the new year right while supporting a local 
charity, and Tollner’s beneficiaries have changed over the 
years, including Suicide Prevention Service of the Central 
Coast and the Natividad Medical Foundation’s neonatal 
ICU. 

For the past several years, the race has benefited Coast-
al Kids Home Care, which helps critically and terminally 
ill children get the medical care they need. The nonprofit, 
which was founded in 2005, is the leading provider of pro-
fessional pediatric care on the Central Coast. 

‘Most likely to thrive’
“For families caring for an infant or child with a chronic 

illness, injury or life-threatening condition, Coastal Kids 
Home Care is a steadfast and compassionate lifeline in a 
sea of uncertainty,” said race organizer Julie Ann Loza-
no. “Thanks to their comprehensive services, thousands of 
vulnerable children receive medical care in the place they 
are most likely to thrive: at home surrounded by family.”

The organization serves children from birth to age 21 
who are living with medical needs that benefit from inter-
mittent nursing and therapy visits, and it is the only one 
that provides end-of-life care for young patients.

See RESOLUTION page 11A
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Cannery Row Antique Mall

471 Wave St. Monterey

831-655-0264

ONCE A YEAR 

BLOWOUT 
SALE 

10% - 40% OFF 
Dec 21st - Jan 1st 

~ Give Something Vintage This Year ~ 
Enjoy Hot Cider & Cookies while browsing 

through two floors of Antiques & Collectibles 

Register to win a $50.00 Gift Certificate 

Rob Profeta
Branch Manager | Broker Associate

Monterey Coast Realty

831.601.5212
DRE#01313907

Bob Profeta
REALTOR®

Monterey Coast Realty

831.601.8282
DRE#00860546

Judie Profeta
Managing Director | Broker Associate

Carmel Realty Company

831.601.3207
DRE#00703550

Julia Humason
Licensed Assistant | Broker Associate

Carmel Realty Company

831.620.6130
DRE#01872599

We’re So Proud to Be Part of this #1 Real Estate 
Company on the Peninsula.

We wish you and those dear to you warmth and cheer. 

Season’s Greetings & Happy New Year 
from The Profeta Team.

“Every year we create some brand new 
pieces and bring back pieces not done in re-
cent years,” the artistic director explained.

New dances include pas de deux set to 
“Silver Bells” by choreographer and one-
time Smuin dancer Rex Wheeler, and a 
lively tap dance, “It’s Beginning to Look a 
Lot Like Christmas” by Smuin dancer Tes-
sa Barbour.

As Smuin Ballet wraps up its 25th sea-
son, it’s looking forward to a particularly 
big year in 2020. 

“We just moved into a permanent home 
in San Francisco on 17th Street on Low-
er Portrero Hill, and for the first time ever, 
we’re going to start offering dance classes 
for teens and adults in January,” Fushille 
said. “It’s very exciting.”

Saturday’s show starts at 7:30 p.m., 
while Sunday’s matinee begins at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $63 and $83. Sunset Center is 
located at San Carlos and Ninth. Call (831) 
620-2048.

Smuin Ballet wraps up 25th season 
By CHRIS COUNTS

FAMOUS FOR pushing the bound-
aries of one of the world’s most graceful 
dance forms, Smuin Ballet closes its 25th 
anniversary season with performances of 
its Christmas program Saturday and Sun-
day, Dec. 28-29, at Sunset Center.

The performance is split into two parts, 
starting with Classical Christmas.

“It’s all classical holiday music,” Smuin 
Ballet’s artistic director Celia Fushille told 
The Pine Cone. “The dancers are dressed 
in white, and it’s mostly classical ballet.”

The second act is Cool Christmas.
“It breaks into an array of holiday mu-

sic and an array of dance styles, including 
jazz, swing and tap,” Fushille said. “Every-
one is dressed in bright red.”

Smuin’s visit to Carmel marks the 25th 
time it has presented its Christmas pro-
gram, which the ballet company is always 
refreshing with changes and additions. 

See FOUNDER next page

been working here for 20 years, for free.’” 
Schenk said the board of directors told 

him initially that because an 89-year-old 
employee at a sister shop in Seaside was 
retiring, he should do the same. He then 
got another letter from the board saying he 
was being let go because the organization 
had received a “couple of complaints” that 
he was rude to customers. 

“What I am trying to do is tell people 
that I did not retire,” Schenk said. “I was 
removed from my volunteer position of 20 
years.” 

Board members also terminated 
Schenk’s daughter, Beth, who had worked 
at the thrift store part time for the past four 
to five years. She was paid, not a volunteer, 

Founder of benefit shop was ‘canned’ 
By KELLY NIX

RON SCHENK, who worked regular-
ly at the Pacific Grove thrift store he found-
ed two decades ago, wants to set the record 
straight: He did not “retire” from his job, 
he was fired. 

In November, Schenk, 82, the founder 
of the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Shop on 
Forest Avenue, was told by the president of 
the board of directors for the local chap-
ter of St. Vincent de Paul Society that the 
board wanted him gone.

The president said, ‘we would like you 
to retire,’” Schenk, a former Pacific Grove 
city councilman, told The Pine Cone. “And 
I said, ‘What?” They said, ‘we would like 
to replace you with a paid manager.’ “I 
said, ‘You’ve got to be kidding me. I have 
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Grove Market, Pacific Grove
Neilsen Bros. Market, Carmel-by-the-Sea 

Bruno’s Market & Deli, Carmel-by-the-Sea 
Cornucopia Community Market, Carmel 

Jerome’s Carmel Valley Market, Carmel Valley

SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE FINE STORES...

831-722-1056 | WWW.GIZDICH-RANCH.COM

55 PECKHAM ROAD | WATSONVILLE, CA 95076

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!
Thank you to the wonderful community

for your support!

Visit AdvancedBlind.com for 
currently available discounts.

Offer must be presented at time of order

SHOWROOM LOCATION
2320 Del Monte Ave. | Monterey

(831) 372-1908 | AdvancedBlind.com
*discount on in-house manufactured products. CA Lic # 866474

Monterey County’s Premier In-House Manufacturer of 
Quality Blinds, Shades, Shutters and Window Coverings 

Made Right. Made Right Here.Made Right. Made Right Here.

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR LUXURY 
KITCHEN & BATH PRODUCTS

831-899-2525
575 Charles Ave.

Seaside, CA 93955
Open Mon-Fri: 9AM-5PM and Sat: 10AM-3PM

www.delreysupply.com

FURNISHINGS & ACCESSORIES
WITH DISTINCTION 

WANTED 

831-574-8153
www.consignmentbythesea.com

Photos or inquiries to:
consignbythesea@gmail.com

230 & 232 Crossroads Boulevard • Carmel

  

Ocean Avenue  |  Carmel-by-the-Sea  |  (831) 624-2403
Monday - Saturday: 10am-5:30pm  |  Sunday 12pm-5pm

www.augustinaleathers.com

BLOWOUT 

SALE
4040% % 
S T O R E W I D E
STARTS TODAY
ONE WEEK ONLY

7070% % 
SELECT MERCHANDISE

BELTS & BUCKLES
Comstock Heritage

Bohlin
Clint Orms

HANDBAGS
Mary Frances

SHOES
Jimmy Choo

Michael Toschi
Old Gringo

JEWELRY
Paul Morelli

Marco Bicego
Armenta

Alor
Konstantino
Nikos Koulis
John Hardy
King Baby

WOMEN’S 
Oscar de la Renta

Lela Rose
Carolina Herrera

Michael Kors
Fabiana Filippi 

Chiara Boni La Petite Robe
Herno

Anatomie
MAC Jeans

Fuzzi
Majestic Filatures

Grayse
Jakett

Alberto Makali
Komarov

Nour Hammour
Sofia Cashmere

Lyn Leather

MEN’S
Remy Leather

OFFOFF

OFFOFF

UP TO 

THE DISCOUNTS 
YOU’VE BEEN 
WAITING FOR!

Real Estate & Big Sur
Jung Yi • jung@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8646

Carmel-by-the-Sea • Pebble Beach
Carmel Valley & Mouth of Valley

Meena Lewellen
meena@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8655

Monterey • Pacific Grove • Seaside • Sand City
Jessica Dixon

jessica@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8590

Service Directory. • Classifieds
Vanessa Jimenez

vanessa@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8652

Obituaries  • Calendar • Church advertising 
Anne Papineau • anne@carmelpinecone.com 

(831) 274-8654

Carmel Pine Cone Sales Staff

sister’s house on Monte Verde near 12th, Chief Englund 
would ride his horse down in the afternoon/early evening 
to check on them to make sure they were OK. Her sister, 
Faith Thomas, was in her early 20s at the time, so I guess 
he felt kind of a paternal responsibility to make sure all 
was well.  Later in the 1930s, when my mom was teaching 
kindergarten at Sunset School, frequently after school she 
would get a horse from Betty Greene’s stable and ride it 
down on Carmel Beach. I think by that time Chief Englund 
had died.

Mike Raggett, Carmel

LETTERS
From page 20A

The county coroner said the drowning victim was Paul 
Lewis, 53, of Marina.

Resident Fred Brown, who happened to be at the beach, 
told The Pine Cone he saw a family with a white mini van 
preparing to get into the water.

“My wife and I were walking through the parking lot 
when they were inflating the second of their two rafts, and 
we feel that we should have talked to them and told them 
the river was flowing too fast to go out in the lagoon,” 
Brown said. “However, they looked like they knew what 
they were doing, with wetsuits on, and at the time, the boy 
and one daughter were just paddling along the lagoon’s 
edge.”

Brown said the rafts looked like “newly acquired 
Christmas presents.” Later, when he learned a rescue was 
underway, his heart sank. “We were immediately filled 
with dread upon hearing the sirens after we returned 
home,” he added.

Famous for its beauty, the short stretch of coastline 

DROWNING
From page 1A

between Carmel Point and Point Lobos is infamous for 
its deadly hazards. A short distance from Carmel River 
Beach, Monastery Beach has grim history of drownings. 
A lifeguard tower was recently installed there.

Rescue workers at Carmel River State Beach respond to a report 
of two people struggling in the ocean Dec. 24.

PHOTO/FRED BROWN

Schenk said.
Mary Jo McDonough and George Satterthwaite backed 

up Schenk’s claims, saying that when they were in the shop 
in November, a worker told them Schenk had “retired.” 

“So many people admire Ron and are grateful for all 
that he does,” McDonough told The Pine Cone in a letter 
to the editor. “Who accused him of being ‘rude?’ Was he 
allowed to face his accusers? Were his many friends, fans 
and beneficiaries allowed to speak on his behalf?  Please 
tell us that this is not over.” 

While Schenk did not deny that he might have been 
abrasive to some customers on occasion, he said the board 
didn’t bring up the issue until they told him he was being 
replaced. He said the charity’s board members are distant 
and unfamiliar with the day-to-day operations of the ben-
efit shop. 

“None of the board members have ever spent a day in 
the store, not one day,” Schenk said.

FOUNDER
From page 9A

Besides firing his daughter, Schenk said charity offi-
cials told him that they were going to change the store’s 
locks, which Schenk and his daughter found unnecessary 
and insulting.

“This is not morally right,” he said. “Neither one of us 
have done anything to deserve this treatment.”

Two decades ago, Schenk got the idea to open up the 
thrift shop to help support the Catholic group’s mission of 
helping the needy. He collected seed money, coordinated 
volunteers and found a storefront to lease in Pacific Grove. 

Schenk said he’ll miss the days he spent time in the 
shop. 

“There is nothing I can do about it now,” said Schenk, 
who in 2010 was named citizen of the year by the Pacific 
Grove Chamber of Commerce. “I’m just sad because that’s 
where I want to be.”
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Rebecca Wolf Arnold
831.241.2600
www.SellingCoastalCalifornia.com
DRE#01706104

Happy Holidays!
We wish you a Happy Holiday 

for the 2019 season as well as a Happy New Year. 
May 2020 bring you joy and happiness!

- Rebecca and Geoff  Arnold

synchronicityholistic.com   831-624-9042

20% OFF
all  f lower  jars

New Years  Spec ial

Scan for directions

26390 Carmel Rancho Lane, Carmel CA. 
Next to the Yellow Brick Road

Sun-Thur: 10am-7pm
Fri - Sat:  10am-8pm

C10-0000637-LIC

STARTING DEC. 27TH

LIMITED AVAILABILITY

Rio Grill’s Resolution Run starts at 9 a.m. in front of 
the restaurant in the Crossroads shopping center at High-
way 1 and Rio Road, and follows routes up through Mis-
sion Trail park and then back through town for the shorter 
race and down and around Carmel Point for the longer one. 
Both races end at Carmel Mission, after which runners and 
walkers stroll back to the Crossroads for brunch prepared 
by the Rio Grill and the Kiwanis Club of Monterey.

Pre-registration is available until noon on Dec. 30 at 
active.com, and locals will get an extra day before prices 
go up from $45 to $50 by registering at the Rio Grill on 
Dec. 31 until 4 p.m. Kids 12 and under are $30, and people 
who want to bring well-behaved dogs can register them for 
an additional $5 apiece. 

For more information, go to riogrillsresolutionrun.com. 
To volunteer, contact Coastal Kids at (800) 214-5439 or 
margy@coastalkidshomecare.org.

RESOLUTION
From page 8A

before he served as city councilman and then was elected 
mayor in 2006. In August 2009, though, he resigned af-
ter an activist threatened to launch a petition to recall him 
from office. 

At the time, Cort said he stepped down to avoid dis-
tracting the city from important business. He told The 
Pine Cone he was touched by the hundreds of citizens who 
came to his defense and pleaded with him not to quit.

“They brought tears to my eyes,” Cort said in the 2009 
interview. “They were the most loving messages.” 

Carmelita Garcia, who was elected to city council in 
2008, the same year Cort was reelected mayor, endorsed 
him. She told The Pine Cone this week that Cort was “light 
years” ahead of others in promoting sustainability. 

Realtor Steve Gorman met Cort while Gorman was 
writing a regular column in the Pacific Grove Hometown 
Bulletin, a newspaper owned by the late Lee Yarborough 
— who was running against Cort for the mayor seat. 

Things got awkward when Gorman, in his column, en-
dorsed Cort instead of Yarborough.

“That didn’t go down well with Lee, and my column 
was canceled shortly after,” Gorman said.

CORT
From page 1A

Cort was a successful mayor, Gorman said, because 
he was able to balance the interests of residents, business 
owners and environmentalists. “Dan was a gentleman in 
the true sense of the word gentleman,” he said. 

Pacific Grove Chamber 
of Commerce President 
Moe Ammar, who knew 
Cort well, said he was great 
with people. 

“As a business leader, 
he was pro-business and 
supported the town by 
shopping locally,” Ammar 
said. “Some of his biggest 
accomplishments includ-
ed attracting the farmers 
market to P.G., funding the 
city’s museum and chamber 
of commerce, and support-
ing the city’s lease with the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium.” 

Cort was a third-gener-
ation San Franciscan raised 
in a secular Jewish house-
hold. After his parents divorced when he was 12, Cort and 
his two sisters lived with his mother. At 17, he moved to 
Stockton and enrolled in the University of the Pacific, ma-
joring in sociology. 

Stockton revitalized
Despite getting his Bachelor of Arts in three years, Cort 

didn’t know what he wanted to do for a living, so he went 
back to school and got a master’s degree in education. That 
led him to a Stockton Catholic school where he taught his-
tory and coached basketball.

“It was a beautiful experience,” Cort told The Pine 
Cone in 2012 about working at the school. “All the guys 
were ex-seminarians, and I was the house Jew. And the 
nuns walked around in jeans. We were focused. It was 
wonderful.”

His passion, though, was restoring buildings, and in 
the 2012 interview with The Pine Cone, he said a banker 
who recognized the value in renovating Stockton’s historic 
structures gave him a loan to pursue the idea.

In 1979, he started Cort Companies, which renovated 
dozens of buildings in Stockton and elsewhere. His proj-
ects led to myriad awards and lots of recognition. In 2010, 
he authored a book, “Downtown Turnaround: Lessons for 
a New Urban Landscape.” 

News of Cort’s unexpected death prompted hundreds of 
tributes on social media. 

“This is such sad news,” wrote Tena Carr. “I have 
known Dan since the 1970s. He was always a visionary 
and so dedicated to bettering his community.”

Mitchell Perry, who met Cort in the 1980s, called Cort 
a “perfect gentleman and a man of grace,” and said “his 
contributions to society will be always noteworthy.”

“Mr. Cort was a real estate pioneer in revitalizing 
downtown Stockton,” Tracy Lowery said. “Condolences to 
his family. His legacy lives on.” 

Dan Cort
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THE BEST OF AUTO, HOME & GARDEN

To advertise in this section please call

Monterey, Pacific Grove, Seaside, Sand City
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Carmel-by-the-Sea, Pebble Beach, 
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Real Estate, Big Sur 
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Library foundation hosts 
talk on freedom of speech

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

THE JAN. 8 Community 
Night with the Library will fea-
ture attorney Michelle Welsh, 
professor of constitutional and 
employment law at the Monterey 
College of Law and 40-year mem-
ber of the ACLU, presenting a 
free talk on “Freedom of Speech: 
The Constitution in Conflict.”

“Freedom of speech has often 
been viewed as our most pre-
cious right — the right to think 
and speak without government 
censorship,” explained Alexandra 
Fallon, executive director of the 
nonprofit Carmel Public Library 
Foundation. 

“The 1st Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution says, ‘Congress 
shall make no law abridging the 
freedom of speech or of the press.’ 
But freedom of speech has never 
been interpreted by the Supreme 
Court to be as absolute as those 
words appear,” she said. “What 
are the limits? What happens 
when free speech conflicts with 
other constitutional rights?”

Welsh will focus on that top-
ic and those questions when she 
presents the talk, which will be 
held in Carpenter Hall in Sunset 
Center at Mission and Ninth, and 
will start at 7 p.m. For more infor-
mation, visit carmelpubliclibrary-
foundation.org.

“Mecum either knew or should 
have known that the car fell well 
short of the representations,” the 
lawsuit, filed for Schnayer by Wal-
nut Creek attorney Charles Mar-
shall, says. 

When he complained to Mecum 
about the discrepancy and demand-
ed his money back, the company 
refused, and only offered to return 
$5,400 — “which was the premium 
it charged for its services to act as 
an auctioneer,” said Schnayer, who 
rejected the offer.

Mecum told Schnayer that it act-
ed only as an intermediary in the 
sale — as an auction house — and 
that it got the Jeep from another car 
seller.

“It claims it merely passed on the 

representations made by the compa-
ny it obtained the car from, and that 
[Mecum] cannot be held responsi-
ble if the representations are false,” 
Schnayer said. 

While auction houses often act 
as consignment agents for other 
dealers, he claims Mecum Auctions 
was not acting as an intermediary 
because it held title to the Jeep and 
sold it directly to him.

Mecum did not respond to an 
email message about the claims in 
the lawsuit. 

Mecum advertised that the 
3.6-liter, automatic transmission 
Jeep was built by KAO Autostyling, 
a company that modified vehicles. 

The Jeep, the auction house said, 
had custom iron cross front and rear 
bumpers, custom two-toned leather 
diamond stitched interior, custom 
cage doors, and a custom exhaust. 
The vehicle had only 200 miles on 
the odometer.

JEEP
From page 5A
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For a private showing contact:
Earl Meyers 831-601-9999  |  earl@blissbythesea.com
Bonnie Sunwood 831-915-613  |  bonnie@blissbythesea.com

BBlliissss bby the Sea Realty
Drammatatiic FFrara knk Lloooydyd WWririghght t styly e e MiM dd CeC ntury home

9 Yankeee PPoiointnt DDrive, CaCarmrmelel HHighlands
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1 TO 3

Dramatic, immaculate, Ocean View 4,000 square foot home with 3 or 4 bedrooms and 5 baths. A mid-
century design in the Frank Loyd Wright style bringing the out of doors into the home. Approximately 
2/3 of an acre is beautifully landscaped with a lengthy patio over looking the gardens and Ocean. The 
remodeled home has a wall of glass and 2 large river rocks walls with a vaulted beamed ceilings. Many 
extra rooms and garages for 5 cars. $2,990,000

246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove  |  831-372-6250
Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm  |  www.mumsfurniture.com

Year End SaleYear End Sale
THIS IS A SALE YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS!

RECEIVE $400 OFF or $200 OFF
Select Stressless seating when you donate 

$50 to charity. Until Jan. 20th 
Up to $1,000 off select Floor Models!*

MUM’S PLACE

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

HUGE SAVINGS ON 
RECLINERS | SOFAS

DINING & OCCASIONAL 
TABLES

BEDROOM FURNITURE
RUGS & ACCESSORIES

*Sales cannot be combined. * See sales associate for details

“Still there this morning, crowing away 
happily,” resident Chris Gatward wrote 
Saturday on a social media site.

SPCA spokeswoman Beth Brookhous-
er told The Pine Cone that the rooster was 
caught and taken to SPCA headquarters off 
of Highway 68 near Salinas. 

“He’s on hold right now in case an own-
er is out there somewhere looking for him,” 
Brookhouser said. “He has a serious infec-
tion, so he has a guarded prognosis, but we 
will do all we can for him.” 

The rooster is eating chicken scratch 
and pellets, she said, but is not being given 
antibiotics until the SPCA can assess the 
severity of his infection.

He’s being kept at the SPCA’s barn with 
other farm animals the group cares for. 
Besides dogs and cats, the SPCA rescues 

ROOSTER
From page 1A

on the hazard lights and call 911. Don’t 
disturb any physical evidence. If you feel 
unsafe pulling over immediately, Foster 
recommends going to the next exit and 
calling 911. 

“The sooner you call us, the sooner we 
can have officers on scene,” he said. “The 
reward is now $15,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of the 
person(s) responsible.”

Foster said that this week and New 
Years’ week, the CHP will enter into “max-
imum enforcement periods,” meaning 80 
percent of its officers will be on the road, 

PRUNEDALE
From page 1A

horses, goats, sheep, pigs, chickens, roost-
ers, rabbits, ducks and other barnyard pets. 

The rooster created a stir on social me-
dia, with dozens of people talking about 
the handsome bird and posting photos of 
him in the park. Several people had hoped 
that the SPCA would take him in and care 
for him.

“We saw him running around near the 
whale structure. He is a beauty,” wrote 
Kacy Carr, while someone else was con-
cerned that a predator would get to him be-
fore he could be rescued. 

Brookhouser wasn’t sure who eventual-
ly caught the bird.

Pacific Grove residents are allowed to 
keep chickens as long as they obtain a per-
mit from the city, and city officials deter-
mine that keeping the animals are not “a 
public or private nuisance, nor detrimental 
to property values or human health or safe-
ty.” 

The ordinance doesn’t address roosters 
specifically. 

including in that stretch of Highway 101 
and 156.

In the case of the Carmel High bus that 
was struck, the vehicle was about 100 yards 
from the Highway 156 overcrossing when 
an unknown object smashed the window, 
sending glass into the passenger cabin. 

One of the adults on board called 911. 
One of the students had minor cuts. 

While the CHP hasn’t said whether any 
of the projectiles have been recovered, they 
did say they aren’t bullets, though they 
have been hurled or fired at high velocity. 

Southbound Highway 156 was closed 
for about three hours on Dec. 20, but a 
CHP officer told The Pine Cone Monday 
that the closure was for highway mainte-
nance, and not related to the incidents in-
volving projectiles.

This Carmel High 
School bus win-
dow was shattered 
in November on 
Highway 101 when 
someone launched 
an unknown projectile 
at the vehicle, which 
was carrying football 
players to a game in 
San Jose. One teen 
was slightly injured.

more than six plants, even if approved by 
a physician, to register with the county. 
The district attorney’s office is responsi-
ble for enforcement of state and local laws 
and has a prosecutor and two investigators 
dedicated exclusively to cannabis enforce-
ment. The district attorney’s cannabis unit 

GAVEL
From page 4A

seeks fair and safe cannabis cultivation in 
statutorily designated areas and regulated 
as prescribed by the voters, thus protecting 
workers, consumers and the environment. 
Enforcement will ensure the product con-
sumers use is safe, free of contaminates 
and contains what the label says it contains. 
The illegal cannabis market is a threat to 
the successful establishment of a safe and 
legal cannabis market. Anyone aware of il-
legal cultivation is encouraged to call (833) 
933-3847. 

We pay for news photos!
The Carmel Pine Cone will pay up to $50 for photos of 

newsworthy events around the Monterey Peninsula. 
Submit yours to news@carmelpinecone.com.

Payment made for photos accepted for publication.  

  

Ocean Avenue | Carmel-by-the-Sea | (831) 624-2403
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5:30pm | Sunday 12 - 5pm

www.augustinaleathers.com

enue | Carmel by the Sea | (831)
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Mary Lou Ward was born Aug. 31, 
1928 in Madisonville, Kentucky, 

married Dick Ward on Nov. 9, 1951 
and died Dec. 18, 2019. She was active 
in church and local communities as an 
organist at the First Baptist Church in 
Carmel, California, a volunteer for Meals 
on Wheels, a supporter of veterans, a 
leader of book and Bible study clubs, 
and a substitute teacher. She was also 
a duplicate bridge player and an avid 
golfer.

Mary Lou is survived by her husband, 
Conley Richard, daughters Marsha (Tom) 
Jones, Valerie (Craig) Beyrouty, and 
Cynthia Davidson and son Kevin Ward, 9 
grandchildren and 8 great grandchildren. 
Preceding Mary Lou in death was a 
grandchild, Daniel. A memorial service 
will be held in the near future. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made in Mary 
Lou’s name to Wounded Warriors or the 
Western Neuropathy Association. 

Mary Lou Ward

Elsa Rose Chiodi 
1921  2019

Born July 16th, 1921 — made her transition to God, October 31st, 2019. 

Survived by loving daughter Carla White, son-in-law 
Jeffrey White and a very adored Grand-dog, “Bijou.”

Born in Carnegie, Pennsylvania to parents Elizabetha & 
Nazareno Fazzini. Preceded in death by her brother Jimmy 
and sister Edith.

Elsa Fazzini met the Love of her Life (her “Amore” Lilio) 
Lee Chiodi and they married in 1942. In 1943 the young 
newlyweds moved to Southern California, residing in 
Studio City. Daughter Carla arrived in March of 1949. 

Beloved husband Lee passed in 2003. Elsa then finally 
agreed to leave Studio City, their family homestead, 
moving to Carmel to be with her daughter in 2008.

Del Mesa Carmel became home, a move 
she never regretted. Elsa simply adored 
the beauty of the Monterey Peninsula, its 
abundant wonders, affording her a special 
lifestyle — plentiful in nature — which 
surrounded her every day! Carmel Mission 
Basilica chapel, Carmel’s scenic beach, 
Point Lobos, day trips to Carmel Valley 
and Big Sur were but a few of her favorite 
things.

Mamma Elsa shall be missed beyond 
any words her family and friends can 
ever convey. An abundance of Mother’s 
unconditional love overflowed to all she 
held near and dear.

G Lee and Elsa are dancing 
with the stars in Heaven ...  G

To place an obituary for your loved one, 
contact anne@carmelpinecone.com or 

(831) 274-8654

ran into mechanical problems.
“Just a few days after departing their home port, the salt 

water cooling system for the ship’s reduction gear failed,” 
Littlejohn explained. “The reduction gear slows the ship’s 
propeller, similar to the transmission in a car, and it was 
not a problem that could wait.”

Impromptu solution
Toren’s boss turned to the 29-year-old from Big Sur, 

who was asleep at the time. It was 1:30 a.m. when duty 
called. “After cleaning the pipe and testing the surround-
ing area for weaknesses and thin spots, Toren decided on 
the size of patch he’d have to make to fix the problem,” 
Littlejohn explained. “After fabricating the patch out of 
another piece of scrap pipe, he hammered it to shape, fitted 
it to the pipe and prepared his welding machine. Within an 
hour, he plug-welded the inside of the pipe to prevent tur-
bulence, and welded the perimeter of the patch to secure it 
and to prevent further leaking.”

TOREN
From page 1A

On his recent deployment, Toren, whose job descrip-
tion is “damage controlman,” had an opportunity to share 
his knowledge about fixing things with a Philippine Navy 
crew. Over the course of four days, Toren and a team 
demonstrated an array of techniques and tricks.

“When we showed up on the first day, none of their 
pumps were running,” Toren said. “By the end of the fourth 
day, we had all the pumps running. The Philippine Navy 
members had a better understanding of how to maintain 
and fix their equipment, and we had a lot of new friends.”

Littlejohn said Toren and others like him are “jacks of 
all trades,” and essential members of Coast Guard crews 
deployed far from land.

“Damage controlmen are experts in shipboard emer-
gency systems and procedure,” he added. “They are pro-
fessional plumbers, welders, fire fighters and first respond-
ers to a host of potential shipboard crisis. They call upon a 
precision skill set and concoct crafty solutions to difficult 
problems, and are disciplined, with the ability to think 
quickly and outside the box.”

Toren was only four when he accompanied his parents, 
Magnus and Mary Lu Toren of Big Sur, on a seven-month, 
10,000-mile ocean journey aboard a 65-foot sailboat. De-
spite being a small boy aboard a small boat in a vast and 

Aboard the United 
States Coast Guard 
Cutter Stratton, Stefan 
Toren educates his 
fellow crew members 
about firefighting 
pumps. A second 
class petty officer, 
Toren who grew up 
in Big Sur, is not only 
good at fixing things, 
but he also teaches 
damage control 
techniques.

PHOTO/U.S. COAST GUARD

unpredictable ocean, he wasn’t overwhelmed by the expe-
rience. “I’ve never really had a fear of the ocean,” said the 
29-year-old, who is currently stationed in Alameda.

According to his father, the youngster “took to sailing 
like a fish to water.” “He never got seasick,” he recalled.

When asked if he became bored during the trip, Toren 
suggested he was too young at the time to grow tired of 
such an experience. 

Toren celebrated his fifth birthday in Cape Town, South 
Africa.

‘An incredible sight’
The boat’s deck became Toren’s playground. To keep 

him safe at sea, his parents required him to be hooked up 
to a lifeline when he wasn’t in the cabin. According to his 
dad, the youngster became quite adept at scurrying around 
the deck, and he soon became fascinated by everything 
around him.

“He would sit at the bowsprit with his feet dangling 
over the edge, and watch the dolphins and sing to himself,” 
his dad said. “It was such an incredible sight.”

Once the journey ended, Toren returned with his fam-
ily to Big Sur. Over the next decade, he attended Esalen 
Institute’s Gazebo School and Pacific Valley School down 
the coast, and, like other local kids, explored the beach-
es nearby. He even tried surfing, although he didn’t have 
much luck at it, recalling he did it “just enough to make a 
fool of myself.”

He later attended boarding school in Montana. But 
once his studies were complete, he joined the Coast Guard 
and returned to the sea. 

“He’s been on the water ever since,” his father said.
Now in his 11th year in the Coast Guard, Toren said 

he enjoys being part of the agency’s mission, and has no 
plans to leave anytime soon, although his long term plan is 
to attend college and have the military pay for it — a goal 
that partly inspired him to join in the first place, along with 
seeing the world.

“I wanted to get out an do my own thing and visit dif-
ferent places,” he added. “The Coast Guard has been good 
to me.”

The Pine Cone’s email edition: 
Complete local news without 

pop-ups, click bait, pay walls or banner ads — 
and we don’t even harvest your data.

Subscribe at www.carmelpinecone.com
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The world’s most advanced rechargeable hearing aid solution!

Introducing
NEW ReSound LiNX Quattro™
With its small, discreet size and 
integrated rechargeable battery, 
you can rely on your ReSound LiNX 
Quattro hearing aids for 30 hours of 
power on a single charge–without 
ever having to change a battery.

© 2018 GN Hearing A/S. All rights reserved. ReSound is a trademark of GN Hearing A/S. Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, iPad and iPod touch are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. Hearing test is an 

A Remarkable Invitation to Enhance Your Hearing!

We cordially invite you to our Open House
NEW RESOUND LiNX Quattro ™ LAUNCH EVENT

Tuesday, Jan. 14th      Wednesday, Jan. 15th      Thursday, Jan. 16th      Friday, Jan. 17th

Free Hearing Aid Consultation
to examine if this product can work for you!

Free Hearing Test
to see if you can be helped by a hearing aid!

Free Real-Time Demonstration
of this new ReSound hearing aid solution!

Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.

26135 Carmel Rancho Blvd, Suite 23B, Carmel
Located within the Carmel Rancho Shopping Center

c a r m e l h e a r i n g a i d s . c o m

(831) 625-6159
C A r m e L

HEARING AIDS



www.ViaLaGitana.com  ■  $4,750,000
DRE#01458945  831.238.1498, Mark Ryan  ■  Paul Brocchini, 831.601.1620  DRE#00904451

A Cornerstone in Luxury Real Estate for Over One Hundred Years 

3188SeventeenMileDrive.com  ■  $26.5M

831.622.1000  ■  www.carmelrealtycompany.com
A Cornerstone in Luxury Real Estate for Over 100 Years

www.SilverCourtStunner.com  ■  $5,595,000
Judie Profeta, 831.601.3207  DRE#00703550

www.5MentoneRoad.com  ■  $3,695,000
Mary Bell, 831.595.4999  DRE#00649274

www.LobosViews.com  ■  $14,950,000
Shelly Mitchell Lynch, 831.277.8044  DRE#01217466

www.CaminoReal3NEof13th.com  ■  $3,295,000
Maria Finkle, 831.277.6728  DRE#01981092

www.44LaRancheria.com  ■  $1,995,000
Shelly Mitchell Lynch, 831.277.8044  DRE#01217466

www.316PasaderaCourt.com  ■  $2,675,000
Rebecca Wolf Arnold, 831.241.2600  DRE#01706104

www.NWCornerMissionAnd1st.com  ■  $1,675,000
Jim Somerville, 831.915.9726  DRE#01368907

www.14BorondaRd.com  ■  $1,579,000
Bobbie Ehrenpreis, 831.915.8010  DRE#01136716

www.SantaRitaCarmelCottage.com ■  $1,495,000
Christine Handel, 831.915.8833  DRE#01375876

www.SecludedCarmelHideaway.com  ■  $1,579,000
Bobbie Ehrenpreis, 831.915.8010  DRE#01136716

www.26075Dougherty.com  ■  $1,255,000
Bobbie Ehrenpreis, 831.915.8010  DRE#01136716
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JANUARY 2020

CARMEL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
PO Box 4444, Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93921        (831) 624-3877 @carmelcalifornia @carmelchamber carmelchamber.org

CHAMBER SPONSORS
Champion Sponsors
Hayashi Wayland • Nielsen Bros. Market & Deli

Executive Leadership Council
Aaron Chang Ocean Art Gallery • Adam Jeselnick Architect • 
AT&T Communications • Carmel Magazine • Carmel Pine Cone • 
Carmel Plaza • City of Carmel-by-the-Sea • Coldwell Banker Del 
Monte Realty • Crossroads Carmel • Cypress Inn • DMT Imaging 
Douglas Elliman Real Estate • Glastonbury Audio Visual • House 
of 8 Media • Il Fornaio • Judi Profeta/Carmel Realty Company 
KION • KRML • La Playa Carmel • Modern Luxury • Monterey 
County Bank • Monterey County Weekly • Monterey Herald 
• Scheid Vineyards • Sotheby’s International Realty • Studio 
Schicketanz • Union Bank • Wells Fargo • Walking TALL Training 
& Consulting

    EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

   � CHAIR : JESSICA SCHMIDT
         Hyatt Carmel Highlands Inn
   � VICE CHAIR : ASHLEY BENNETT STODDARD
         Bennett Sculpture Carmel 
   � TREASURER : KRIS TOSCANO
         Hayashi Wayland
   � PAST CHAIR : SOERKE PETERS
         Etats Unis French American Bistro

     DIRECTORS

   � AZNIV AMIRKHANIAN
         Nielsen Bros. Market & Deli   
   � ANGELICA ARROYO
         Union Bank
   � CYNTHIA BUHL
         The Crossroads Carmel
   � CANDICE CANCINO
         Carmel Mission Inn
   � THOMAS BATEMAN HOOD
         Thomas Bateman Hood Architect
   � SYGALE LOMAS
         David Lyng Real Estate
   � KATHRYN MORRISSEY
         Special Olympics of Northern CA
   � MATTHEW RANKIN
         JRG Attorneys at Law
   � CLARISSA ROWE
         Monterey County Bank
   � ARAM STONEY
         Big Sur Canna+Botanicals
   � PHILIP STUDER
         Beachwood Home
   � JEANIE SUMNERS
         WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca
   � LESLEY VARNEY
         Monterey Peninsula Foundation
   � KIMBERLY WILLISON
         The Carmel Foundation
   � JACQUELINE WOODS
         Douglas Elliman Real Estate

� 2020 Board of Directors

Congratulations to DIGGIDY DOG on their Ribbon Cutting in their 
new location on Mission Street! Photo by DMT Imaging.

DIGGIDY DOG RIBBON CUTTING BOARD MEMBER 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE SPONSORS
Presenting Sponsor: Hayashi Wayland
Platinum Sponsors: Douglas Elliman Real Estate, Fenton & Keller, 
Monterey Regional Airport
Gold Sponsors: Bruno’s Market & Delicatessen, CalAm, Cypress 
Inn, BMW of Monterey, Cyclebar Carmel Rancho, Lewis Builders
Silver Sponsor: Thomas Bateman Hood Architecture
Security Sponsor: Monterey County Bank
Decor Sponsor: Beachwood Home
Wine Sponsors: Scheid Vineyards & Bernardus Winery
Vintage Car Sponsor: Monterey Touring Vehicles

ANNUAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

2020 Carmel Chamber Business Beat Breakfast 
‘State of the City’ with Guests: Carmel Mayor Dave Potter & City 
Administrator Chip Rerig
Date: January 28th, 2020  Time: 8am-10:30am
Location: Hyatt Carmel Highlands Inn
$35 Member Early Bird (Ends Jan. 17th) ~ $55 (After Jan. 17th)       
Register at : www.carmelchamber.org

Azniv Amirkhanian is the co-
owner of Nielsen Bros Market & 
Deli in Carmel-by-The Sea since 
August 1, 2009.
Azniv has operated successfully 
numerous small businesses 
in Virginia prior to moving to 
Carmel, California. She has been 
active in her community and 
church in Richmond, Virginia. 
Azniv has served as Parish 
Council Chair, The Women’s 

Guild Chair, The Diocese Delegate, Sunday School Teacher and 
Armenian Folk Dancing Instructor.
Azniv earned her Bachelors of Science degree in Mathematical 
Sciences with honors from Virginia Commonwealth University. 
She was nominated for Who is Who by her faculty in the 
Mathematics department. Azniv serves on the Carmel Chamber 
Board of Commerce. She was honored as the board member of 
the year in June 2019. She also serves on the Business Roundtable 
of Carmel. Azniv is also on the Carmel Foundation Board, The 
Development committee and the Awards of Excellence Gala 
committee.
Folks ask me, “so what did you do with your degree?” I tell them 
I use my knowledge everyday operating successful business. 
I believe every child should be encouraged to love Math and 
Reading to succeed and thrive. I have been a role model to my 
kids and grandkids to follow their dream. Everything is possible 
if you take advantage of what is given to you and share it with 
those who need it more than you. I believe in looking forward to 
the future in excitement.

Weston Gallery Mixer!
Date: January 16th, 2020 
Time: 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Location: 6th btwn Dolores 
& Lincoln
Join us to mix and mingle 
amongst Weston Gallery’s 
collection of art! Fine 19th 

& 20th century photographs from the leading gallery of its kind; 
Ansel Adams, Brad Cole, Rod Dresser, Chip Hooper, Michael 
Kenna, Brett Weston, Edward Weston. 
$10 Members, $20 Community
Register at:  www.carmelchamber.org

  Congratulations to ALL our 2019 Awards of Excellence Winners!

  PINE INN : Small Accommodation
  LA PLAYA CARMEL : Large Accommodation 
  SUNSET CULTURAL CENTER, INC. : Art/Music/Performance 
  SCHEID VINEYARDS : Beverage
  NIELSEN BROS. MARKET & DELI : Small Food/Market/Specialty
  GRASING’S : Large Food/Market/Specialty 

  BIG SUR CANNA+BOTANICALS : Health & Wellness
  CARMEL MAGAZINE : Small Professional Service
  LEWIS BUILDERS : Large Professional Service
  CARMEL REALTY/JUDIE PROFETA TEAM: Small Real Estate
  CARMEL REALTY COMPANY : Large Real Estate 
  CARMEL DRUG STORE : Small Retail 
  CARMEL PLAZA : Large Retail 
  WELLS FARGO BANK : Legal/Financial 
  MAD DOGS & ENGLISHMEN BIKE SHOP : Small Tourism 
  NATIONAL STEINBECK CENTER : Large Tourism 
  LA BICYCLETTE RESTAURANT : Business of the Year
  TONY SALAMEH : Community Champion

THE LEADING SBA LENDER  
IN MONTEREY COUNTY! 

$5,000,000 
SBA Loan Limit 

socializing, usually in the name of raising funds for one 
charity or another, until March 1988, when Margye Neswitz 
reported in her Social Scene column that 
Doris Day, her son, Terry Melcher, and his 
wife, Jacqueline had become LeVett’s new 
partners in the Cypress Inn.

LeVett said, “I have loved the Cypress 
Inn since I saw an ad on the back of a Con-
cours program 15 to 20 years ago. It had the 
romance of small, grand hotels in Europe.” 

Astute observer
Day added, “I have always felt a part of 

this wonderful community. What an extra 
joy to be a partner and to hotel restore it 
to its tradition of hospitality and warmth.”

The Inn’s pet-friendly policy was in-
troduced that same month when LeVett 
informed The Pine Cone he was “busy or-
dering pet beds for all 33 rooms.”

LEVETT
From page 1A

In 1990, after the Loma Prieta earthquake and rising 
prices began to take their toll on Carmel’s inns, LeVett an-
nounced he was lowering the room rates at the Cypress Inn 
by 5 percent across the board.

“The majority of the rooms are under $100 a night,” he 
said at the time, recalling that in the not-too-distant past, 
rooms in town went for less than $80, with some as low 

as $40 or $50. He astutely observed that 
the cause for the increase was the sale of 
several existing properties to new owners, 
who had gone into debt to buy them and 
consequently needed to raise revenues.

He also said that, “There’s been a gen-
eral attitude in Carmel that you can do no 
wrong. There’s been a gross disregard for 
some of the tourists’ rights and comforts.” 
He concluded by saying that innkeepers 
needed to keep an eye toward the future.

Considering how famous and widely 
loved he is today, it seems like that worked 
out OK for him.

This article is part of an occasional se-
ries that takes a look at prominent locals 
and the first time they were mentioned in 
the pages of The Pine Cone.Denny LeVett
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PUFFIN

If you’d like to meet Puffin, please fill out 
an online adoption questionnaire.

WWW.PEACEOFMINDDOGRESCUE.ORG
P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

831-718-9122

(If you’d like to sponsor our 
next ad, give us a call.)

Ad sponsored by 
C&C Car Repair 

In Memory of Thurby
www.ccrepairmonterey.com

This happy guy is super 
excited to meet everyone 
and is wiggly and 
excellent. He is joyous 
in meeting dogs. He 
is 8-years-old and 22 
pounds.Puffin is a dog 
that will cement himself 
in his future person’s 
heart and he is hoping 
that person is you. 

Pacific Grove 

Justin Gutfeld
Corvid Electric

834 Cedar St. | (831) 241-2277

SMALL TOWN SERVICE

PACIFIC GROVE CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE
(831) 373-3304 

WWW.PACIFICGROVE.ORG

Andrew Sheppard 
Andrew Sheppard Plumbing Services

PO Box 51731 | (831) 375-3267

John Reynolds
Second Look Wall Art

218 Grand Ave. | (831) 277-8913

P U B L I C  N O T I C E S

LEGALS DEADLINE:  Tuesday 4:30 pm • Call Irma (831) 274-8645  |   irma@carmelpinecone.com

Notice is hereby given that sealed proposals 
will be received by the District Board, 

Carmel Area Wastewater District, at the District office, 
3945 Rio Road, P.O. Box 221428 Carmel, CA. 93922, until

2:00 P.M., Thursday, January 16, 2020 
at which time they will be publicly opened and read for 

performing the work as follows: 

FY 2019/20 MANHOLE & SEWER LINE REPAIR PROJECT
 AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

The results of the bidding will be reported to the District Board within 
thirty (30) days of the date of the bid opening at which time if bids 
are found to be acceptable by the District Board, written notice of 
award will be given to the lowest responsive and responsible Bidder.  
However, said District Board reserves its right to reject any or all bids, 
to waive irregularities of any bids or to re-advertise for all or any part 
of the work contemplated. No bidder shall withdraw his bid for a 
period of thirty (30) calendar days after the date set by the Board for 
the opening thereof.

Specifications and proposal forms may be secured at no charge by 
emailing the District’s Principal Engineer at lather@cawd.org and re-
questing the documents.

Publication dates: Dec. 27, 2019; Jan. 3, 2020. (PC1224)

to play there.
In addition to touring in the United States, Great Brit-

ain and Australia two to three months a year, he maintains 
a strong online presence and teaches in classrooms (with 
students from little kids to grownups) and museums here 
and abroad. He and his wife, Ashley, a musician and sci-
ence teacher, made an anti-cyberbullying video that can be 
seen on YouTube.

And that tells you one more thing about Lars — who 
divides his time at home between New York City and the 
San Francisco Bay area — he’s just a nice guy. You want 
to have coffee with him. He credited his mom, a librarian 
who also imparted her love of reading to her son.

“She always said there were two types of people: The 
kind who enter a room and say, ‘I’m here, the party can 
start,’ and the kind who enter a room and say, ‘What can I 
learn?’ I try to be the second. I can’t believe how fortunate 
I am to be where I am.”

His dad is also supportive of his efforts, and his parents 
have been in attendance at his First Night gigs over the 
years.

You can catch Lars’ act at the Middlebury Institute for 
International Studies’ Irvine Auditorium at 9 p.m., 9:45 
and 10:30. Each set lasts 30 minutes, and he said it “will be 
a special show, with new stuff and some nostalgia.” First 
Night buttons, which serve as tickets for the New Year’s 
Eve party, are required and are available at firstnightmon-
terey.org.

A homeboy and a scholar takes to the stage
By ELAINE HESSER

YOU MAY not be a fan of rap or hip-hop, 
but MC Lars — born Andrew Robert Nielsen 
and a 2001 graduate of Stevenson School — 
might change your mind. The rapper, who will 
do three shows at First Night Monterey, came 
from the San Francisco Bay area, moved to the 
Monterey Peninsula with his family, and after 
graduating from Stevenson, went on to earn a 
bachelor’s in English at Stanford.

During that time, he also spent three months 
studying Shakespeare at Oxford. As a result, 
his mind skips nimbly from the Bard to Edgar 
Allen Poe and Herman Melville, then on to 
popular contemporary artists like Snoop Dog 
(for whom Lars has been an opening act).

He combines all those references and more 
into what he calls “lit-hop,” a combination of 
literature and hip-hop, and is credited as one of 
the founders of that genre.

Lars does it without sounding pretentious or 
ridiculous, maybe because of his infectious enthusiasm for 
English literature in all its forms. He doesn’t talk down to 
anyone. If you’ve ever wondered what people like about 
rap, he’s got the welcome mat out and would love to invite 
you in, with familiar stories and dialogue set to a contem-
porary beat.

A variety of topics
Although rappers have a reputation for violent lyrics, 

vulgarity and foul language, Lars uses no more sex and 
gore than did Shakespeare and Poe, while also adding 
things like killer robots and lint. No, really, there’s a some-
what violent version of a piece called “The Lint Song” 
that will make you want to immediately clean your dryer’s 
traps.

Still, you’re more likely to be mildly bemused than 
offended by one of Lars’ performances. After all, he has 
scads of cultural references to draw on, and moves from 
“1984” to “2001: A Space Odyssey” in short order. He’s 
written raps that retell “Gulliver’s Travels” and “Jabber-
wocky,” along with the crowd-pleasing “Mr. Raven,” a 
Poe-inspired work in which the title bird is “all up in my 
grill with the nevermore.”

He’ll also refresh your memory about all those poetry 
terms you had to learn in high school, like “iambic pen-
tameter,” and show how all those rhythms the kids think 
are brand-new have been around for centuries. After hear-
ing him, you may find yourself wishing he’d been around 
to supplement those literary Cliff Notes when you were in 
college.

Lars said he started to explore combining the old with 
the new while he was still a student at Stevenson. His first 
performance, while still a high school student, was a show 
he called “An Evening with Andrew,” at the Church in the 
Forest.

“I did poetry. I had all these costumes and a fog ma-
chine,” he said, quickly adding that a lot of his Stevenson 
classmates helped make it happen. He also has good mem-
ories of All Saints’ Episcopal Church and said he finds 
inspiration in Christianity. On one of his albums, “Lars 
Attacks,” there’s a song called “Judas Priest,” which is the 
story of Good Friday, as he imagined it from Judas’ per-
spective.

Touring and teaching
This year marks the 20th anniversary of Lars’ first con-

cert at RLS, and of his first performance at First Night. He 
called the New Year’s Eve bash’s executive director Ellen 
Martin, “supportive and amazing,” and said that the people 
who run the event were helpful and taught him a lot about 
being professional, starting with the first time he applied 

MC Lars, a Stevenson grad, shows off his nerd cred with a video game in front 
of the Toronto skyline. His music combines hip-hop with literature.

PHOTO/NICK KARP

Email is the most efficient way to place 
the following listings and ads.

Service Directory: 
email your ad copy and artwork to

service@carmelpinecone.com

Legals: 
Irma Garcia (831) 274-8645
legals@carmelpinecone.com

Calendar:
calendar@carmelpinecone.com

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS TUESDAY 
AT 4:00 FOR FRIDAY’S EDITION

Obituaries:
Anne Papineau (831) 274-8654

anne@carmelpinecone.com

DEADLINE IS TUESDAY AT 1:00 P.M.

The Carmel Pine Cone
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877-821-6818
200 Glenwood Cir | Monterey, CA 93940 | PacificaParkLane.comRCFE: 275294322

INDEPENDENT LIVING ~ ASSISTED LIVING ~ MEMORY CARE

“Your SPCA Vet Clinic offers low-cost, high-quality spay/
neuter for dogs ($100), and for cats ($25). We also offer 
walk-ins for vaccines ($20) and microchips ($25).

Call (831) 264-5400 to make your appointment today. 
No appointments are required for vaccines and microchips!

www.SPCAmc.org

Zapp 4 years old

Charlotte 11 mos. old

Kitties of the Week

The SPCA 
for Monterey County

Call us at (831) 373-2631 
for more information about adopting Charlotte & Zapp.

Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

This wonderful kitty is 
looking for a furr-ever home 
come the new year! She is a 
playful feline with lots of love 
to give. Don’t you want to 
come say hello?

Zapp is a handsome boy 
with a great set of whiskers! 
If you love to sleep and 
sunbathe, he may be your 
new best friend. - Come see 
for yourself!

The Garden Song
Natural Health Store for Better Living

831-262-9799
Across the street from Grove Market

 

Dietary Supplements, Herbs: Western, Ayurvedic & Chinese, 

 

Nursery Care for Infants & Toddlers
Lincoln & 7th, Carmel by the Sea

831.624.3550  • www.churchofthewayfarer.com

Church of the Wayfarer
(A United Methodist Church)

“Seeking Safe
Space”

First United Methodist Church
of Pacific Grove

www.butterflychurch.org
Guest Preacher 

The Rev. Wendy Weller
Special music with Cam McAra, soprano

and Megan Starks, trumpet

Loving Child Care, Children’s Sunday School
915 Sunset Dr. @ 17-Mile Dr., Pacific Grove

(831) 372-5875

Pastor Luke Ham

Worship with us 10 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 29

The Songs
of

ChrıstmasChrıstmaassstmamaChrıCh
Holiday Sermon Serıes

Church in the Forest
at Stevenson School, Pebble Beach
Sundays at 9:45 am
www.churchintheforest.org Complimentary gate access & valet parking

This Sunday
Mark Neiwirth

piano
Melinda Coffey Armstead

piano & organ

Mass Times: Saturday 5:30 p.m.;
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 

11 a.m., 12:45 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Confessions: Sat. 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. (Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

Mass Times: Saturday 5:30 p.m.;
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m.,

11 a.m., 12:45 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Confessions: Sat. 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. (Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY 

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH

to advertise in the 
Carmel Pine Cone worship section
email anne@carmelpinecone.com

or call (831) 274-8654 

Saint John the Baptist
Greek Orthodox Church
Services: Saturday Vespers from 5 p.m.

Sunday Matins from 8:30 a.m. followed by 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy.

Lincoln and 9th Street, Carmel by the Sea (entrance from Lincoln). 
(408) 605-0621 or fatherion@gmail.com

Full schedule: http://www.stjohn-monterey.org/

in Chapel on 9th: Weekday Morning Prayer 9 am
Thursdays Centering Prayer 5 pm

(831)-624-3883  www.allsaintscarmel.org

All Saints’ Episcopal Church
DOLORES & 9TH, CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

Sunday 8 am & 10:30 am service

Christian Science Church
Sunday Church and Sunday School 10 a.m.
Wednesday Testimony Meetings 6:30 p.m.

Reading Room hours: 10:30 am to 1 pm Tuesday through Thursday
Childcare & Parking Provided

Lincoln St. btwn 5th & 6th • 624-3631

Carmel Mission BasilicaCarmel Mission Basilica
3080 Rio Road, Carmel3080 Rio Road, Carmel

www.carmelmission.orgwww.carmelmission.org
Mass Times: Saturday 5:30 p.m.;

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 
11 a.m., 12:45 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Confessions: Sat. 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. (Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

“This beautiful and serene place 
is the historical and spiritual heart 
of California.”— St. John Paul II

Journey to the heart of Carmel ...Journey to the heart of Carmel ...
where it all beganwhere it all began
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ment isn’t signed before Jan. 31, 2020, ambulance service 
throughout the county will essentially fall apart, county of-
ficials stated last April. “Anyone wanting to provide ambu-
lance service could do so, but the contract-based standards 
for response times, clinical quality, paramedic training, 
and safety would end,” they said. “Ambulance providers 
would rush to serve urban and suburban areas with high 
call volumes and people with high-paying private medical 
insurance,” and would neglect areas with fewer calls and 
where people have poor insurance coverage.

The original request for ambulance service bids drew 
only a single response, which the county Emergency Ser-
vices Agency rejected, and the agency has had nothing fur-
ther to report on the matter over the last couple of months.

Finally, on Dec. 18, Monterey County Health Depart-
ment public information officer Karen Smith said, “The 
county EMS Agency is in negotiations with AMR to ex-
tend their agreement,” with the board of supervisors set 
to review the amendment next month, shortly before the 
contract expires.

AMBULANCE
From page 6A

Be prepared for emergencies — 
register your phone number 

at www.alertmontereycounty.org
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This Week Live Music, 
Clubs and Events

Food & Wine
Galleries and Art

C A R M E L  •  P E B B L E  B E A C H  •  C A R M E L  V A L L E Y  &  T H E  M O N T E R E Y  P E N I N S U L A

On a High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS

NEW YEAR’S MENU ADDIT IONS

THAI CURRY GRILLED LOBSTER ROASTED HOG ISLAND OYSTERS

• 1,500 SQ. FT.
OF GAMING

• 3 CARD POKER
• BLACKJACK

• BACCARAT

• TEXAS HOLD’EM

WHERE MONTEREY COMES TO PLAY

204 CARMEL AVENUE • MARINA, CA
831-384-0925 • www.CASINOMONTEREY.com

REINDOLLAR

HILLCREST

CARMEL

PALM

D
EL

 M
O

N
TE

 B
LV

D

MARINA

“More Bonuses. Higher Payouts. 
Better Baccarat.”

1-800-GAMBLER • GEGA-003846, GEGA-GEGA-003703, GEGA-000889 GEGA-000891 GEGA-002838

Just minutes from
Downtown Monterey

Why travel when you can
play in your own backyard.

THE MARINA CLUB CASINO ENSURES THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF ALL GUESTS
AND TEAM MEMBERS AT ALL TIMES, WHILE PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

FULL BAR

writer Elise Leavy and guitarist Rick Chelew (folk, Mon-
terey Conference Center’s Colton Room at 9, 9:45 and 
10:30 p.m.), Dirty Cello with cellist Rebecca Roudman 

(world music, Monterey Conference Center’s Steinbeck 
Room at 8:45, 9:30 and 10:15 p.m.), The Charities (“funk 
and soul,” Bonafacio Stage at 6:30 and 7:30 p.m.) and MC 
Lars (hip-hop, Middlebury Institute of International Stud-

First Night musical feast, Buddy Holly’s last show set for New Year’s Eve 
AS THE second decade of the millennium fades into 

the history books, the spotlight falls on nearly two dozen 
musical acts scheduled to perform at First Night Monterey 
on New Year’s Eve.

When the clock strikes midnight, The Carolyn Sills 
Combo will welcome 2020 with music and dancing. Serv-
ing up what Sills describes as “Spaghetti Western Swing,” 
the Santa Cruz-based quintet will play in the Monterey 
Conference Center’s Serra Ballroom, starting at 10 p.m.

Other First Night highlights include performances by 
Fields of Eden with singer-songwriter Kiki Wow (acous-
tic rock, Serra Ballroom at 6:15 and 7 p.m.), Sensory 
Tribe (reggae fusion, Alvarado Street’s Bonafacio Stage at 
8:45 and 9:45 p.m.), Generation Gap with singer-song-

ies’s Irvine Theater at 9, 9:45 and 10:30 p.m.).
The lineup also includes The Black Irish Band, An-

drea’s Fault, Samba Legal, Paulette Lynch and Celtic 
Roads, The Guitars Not Guns Band, The Old Town 
Quartet and others.

Besides live music, First Night features a wide array of 
family-friendly performances, exhibits and activities. 

All access buttons are $25 for adults and $15 for kids 
and teens under 15. Children under five get in free. But-
tons for families are $60. Discounts are available for tick-
ets purchased by Dec. 28. To purchase buttons or see the 
event’s schedule, visit www.firstnightmonterey.org

See MUSIC page 25A

The Carolyn Sills Combo (left) will be playing at the Monterey Conference Center when the clock strikes midnight on New Year’s Eve. Also performing during this year’s First Night Monterey celebration is 
the Charities (center), who will play sets along Alvarado Street at 6:30 and 7:30 p.m. Actor and musician Travis Poelle (right) co-stars in PacRep Theater’s latest rock ’n’ roll tribute concert.
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DELICIOUS POURED DAILY

Carmel-by-the-Sea 
San Carlos & 7th • 831.626.WINE (9463) 
Pouring from 12 noon Daily

Estate Winery
1972 Hobson Ave., Greenfield • 831.386.0316    
Pouring from 11 am Daily

S C H E I D V I N E Y A R D S . C O M

Taste for yourself

MICHAEL W. 
SMITH
35 YEARS OF 
FRIENDS
MARCH 22 • 8:00 PM 

THE DOO WOP PROJECT, PRESENTED BY SBL ENTERTAINMENT  
 • FEBRUARY 23 • 7:00 PM 
BLACK VIOLIN, PRESENTED BY SBL ENTERTAINMENT • MARCH 8 • 8:00 PM 

Golden State Theatre
Downtown Monterey

(831) 649-1070
GoldenStateTheatre.com

JEFFERSON 
STARSHIP
FEBRUARY 27
8:00 PM 

SELFIEVILLE
MONTEREY’S NEWEST 
INTERACTIVE 
ATTRACTION
OPEN 11-4PM 

KATHLEEN 
MADIGAN: 
8 O’CLOCK 
HAPPY HOUR
APRIL 16 • 8:00 PM  

ly with the restaurant by calling (831) 667-2377 between 
9:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.

On Saturday morning, Big Sur Guides and guest my-
cologists Todd Spanier and Chad Hyatt will lead the curi-
ous on two foraging hikes, one for beginners that follows 2 

miles of flat trail, and one for the slightly more athletic that 
will involve 4 miles of trail with some short hills. Hyatt is 
a highly knowledgeable mushroom hunter and a classical-
ly trained chef based out of the San Francisco Bay area, 
and wrote “The Mushroom Hunter’s Kitchen.” Spanier is 
known as the “King of Mushrooms,” and is considered a 
pioneer in the sustainable and wild food movements in 
California. Spanier also founded Chef’s Lounge and Cal-
ifornia Truffle Orchards LLC, the state’s first truffle culti-
vation management company. Spanier will take the shorter 
route while Hyatt leads the longer one.

The cost is $50 per person, and everyone will gath-
er just north of the River Inn to check out an extensive 

Foragers Fest for health center, a bubbly dinner, and lots of NYE goings on
ONE OF the Big Sur Health Center’s biggest fund-

raisers of the year, the Foragers Festival, will take place 
Jan. 16-19 down the coast and around town, with dinners, 
mushroom-hunting hikes, and the Fungus Face-Off com-
petition among chefs seeking to prepare the best small 
bites using foraged ingredients.

The health center was founded in September 1979 
through a local grassroots effort to provide quality com-
prehensive medical care to everyone in Big Sur who needs 
help, regardless of their ability to pay. It became a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit in 1985, raised funds to build a 2,100-square-
foot medical facility just south of the Big Sur River Inn 
on the grounds of All Saints Episcopal Church in 2004, 
and continues to provide care for thousands of locals and 
visitors every year as the only medical facility between the 
Monterey Peninsula and Cambria, a hundred-mile stretch.

The fest will kick off Thursday when Lugano Swiss 
Bistro in the Barnyard donates 25 percent of all sales, in-
cluding beer, wine and its famous fondue, to the health 
center via the Big Sur Foragers Festival. Lugano’s will also 
have live music that evening.

Foragers dinners
On Friday night, a couple of restaurants will host spe-

cial dinners. Il Grillo, located on Mission north of Fifth, 
will have chef Brandon Miller creating a six-course mush-
room and truffle feast, each dish paired with a local wine, 
for $180 per person, with all proceeds benefiting the health 
center.

And down the coast, Deetjen’s Big Sur Inn will host a 
dinner that night, also with 100 percent of the proceeds 
going to the center. Reservations should be made direct-

display of mushrooms and hear from the experts before 
hitting the trail. The exact routes will be determined once 
organizers have an idea of the weather and where mush-
rooms and other edible plants are flourishing. The hikes 
depart at 9 a.m.

Fungus Face-Off
The main event, the Face-Off, will be held for the sec-

ond year at the Big Sur River Inn, with local chefs compet-
ing for the title of Best Foraged Dish and wineries vying 
for their own accolades. 

Wineries signed on to pour include Bernardus, Chap-
pellet, Mesa Del Sol, Wrath, McIntyre Family Wines, Co-
manche Cellars, Morgan, Twisted Roots, Wrath, Scheid, 
Windy Oaks Estate, and Paul Lato Wines.

Some of the committed restaurants are Big Sur River 
Inn, Montrio Bistro, Rio Grill, Tarpy’s Roadhouse, Deet-
jen’s, Fernwood, Post Ranch, Percy’s Pies, and California 
Market at Pacific’s Edge. A marketplace where fans can 
pick up delectable goods will feature Carmel Berry Com-
pany, Sweets of Eden, The Bitter Ginger, and Quail and 
Olive.

And Sunday, Hyatt and Spanier will prepare the menu 

Continues next page

(Clockwise from top left) During the Fungus Face-Off at last 
year’s Foragers Festival in Big Sur, judge Janna Jo Williams of 
Earthbound Farms sampled a chef’s offerings, while the crew 
from Rio Grill served up mushroom tamales. Even pastry chefs 
got in on the act, turning foraged food into sweet treats.

PHOTOS/JIM PINCKNEY

Soup to Nuts
By MARY SCHLEY

By Special OrderBy Special Order:
Perfect Beef Prime Rib, Twice-Baked Potatoes,Perfect Beef Prime Rib, Twice-Baked Potatoes,

Garlic-Parmesan Popovers ~ English TrifleGarlic-Parmesan Popovers ~ English Trifle

Baum & Blume and The Carriage HouseBaum & Blume and The Carriage House
4 El Caminito, Carmel Valley  ~  659-04004 El Caminito, Carmel Valley  ~  659-0400

Great Wines & Champagnes, andGreat Wines & Champagnes, and
Festive Handmade Hors d’oeuvres!Festive Handmade Hors d’oeuvres!

Entertaining Ideas for the New YearEntertaining Ideas for the New Year…

~ AND ~~ AND ~
In the BoutiqueIn the Boutique: : 

Beautiful Italian Dresses, Dusters and Beautiful Italian Dresses, Dusters and 
Accessories for New Year’s Eve!Accessories for New Year’s Eve!

To advertise in The Carmel Pine Cone
contact meena@carmelpinecone.com
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(SUN, TUES - THURS 4:30-6PM) $24.95

50% off Appetizers, $3.50 Beers, $6 Wine & Cocktails

EXPERIENCE THE ORIGINAL
Watch as your personal chef slices tender steak 
and juicy chicken. Take in the aroma of sizzling 

shrimp, lobster and savory vegetables. 
Or try our fresh nigiri, sashimi and specialty rolls, 

Benihana a legend in Japanese cuisine.

NEW HOURS: Mon-Thu:  4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.   |    Fri / Sat / Sun: 12 noon – 9:00 p.m.
136 Olivier St., Monterey - Near Old Fisherman’s Wharf  

(831) 644-9007  |  www.benihana.com

for  more in format ion or  to make a  reservat ion 
ca l l  us  at  831 .899.5825
gustopizzer iapasta .com 

C E L E B R A T E  N E W  Y E A R ’ S  E V E
 

G U S TO
at

Wishing you the 
best  th is  hol iday 

season,  f rom a l l  o f  
us  at  Gusto .

Of fer ing a  
specia l  menu 

to toast  in  the 
new year .

dry) called Harmony for the dessert course.
The cost is $140 per person, plus tax 

and tip. For reservations, call (831) 238-
9608.

NYE options
For those who want to do something 

special to mark the end of 2019 and the ar-
rival of 2020 but don’t want to throw a par-
ty or go to one, several Monterey Peninsula 
restaurants are offering special dinners on 
New Year’s Eve.

Go Italian
For an Italian take, Cantinetta Luca is 

presenting a few special menu items a la 
carte, pouring bubbly and inviting people 
to “join us in welcoming the new decade 
in decadent style.” Featured dishes include 
day boat scallop crudo with caviar, Wagyu 

arugula, and pasta with Dungeness crab 
and preserved lemon. Shavings of black 

price. Luca is located on Dolores south of 
Ocean. Call (831) 625-6500 or visit canti-
nettaluca.com.

And Mezzaluna Pasteria & Mozzarella 

offering a three-course dinner during two 

course feast with reservations available be-
tween 6:45 and 8:45 p.m. For $65 plus tax 

for the new Big Sur Wild Foragers Feast 
to be held from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Big Sur 
Roadhouse located at Glen Oaks Big Sur 
at 47080 Highway 1. The six-course dinner 
will include wine pairing by Beauregard 
Vineyards and costs $300 per person, in-
cluding tip.

Tickets for everything except the 
Deetjen’s Dinner can be ordered through 
Eventbrite.com. For more information 
on the nonprofit health center that serves 
locals and visitors in Big Sur, go to big-
surhealthcenter.org.

Laurent-Perrier dinner
Brandon Miller, executive chef at Il 

Grillo, is planning a five-course dinner to 
pair with the sparkling wines of French 
producer Laurent-Perrier Sunday, Dec. 29, 
at 6 p.m.

“He’s still working on the menu, but 
I asked him to think about the legend 
of Catherine de Medici from Florence 
bringing Florentine culinary traditions to 
France,” owner Anna Bartolini told The 
Pine Cone.

Laurent-Perrier was founded in 1812 
and produces several high-end Cham-
pagnes. Featured at the dinner will be La 
Cuvée, Cuvée Rosé, and Grand Siecle 22, 
23 and 24, followed by a demi sec (semi-

From previous page and 20 percent gratuity, the three-course 
dinner includes choices of tuna carpac-
cio with fennel-kale salad, chestnut soup 

duck liver pate with port gelée, followed 
by second-course offerings of pan-seared 
day boat scallops, wild mushroom risotto, 
butternut squash ravioli with brown butter 
sauce, or braised beef short ribs with po-
tatoes and vegetables. Dessert will include 
Baked Alaska and other sweets. Wine pair-
ings are available for an additional $20.

For $95 per person plus tax and tip, the 

tuna carpaccio or duck liver pate for the 

course, and third-course options of  pappar-
delle with Maine lobster, sautéed spinach 
and white wine garlic sauce or butternut 
squash ravioli, followed by fourth-course 
choices of scallops and risotto, short ribs, 
or polenta with wild mushrooms and Fon-
tina cheese. Baked Alaska and other sweets 
will be available for dessert. Wine pairings 
can be added for another $38. For reserva-
tions, call (831) 372-5325. 

By the sea
Located right on the water next to the 

Monterey Bay Aquarium, the C Restau-
rant + Bar in the InterContinental Hotel 
offers stunning views, even after dark, and 
on New Year’s Eve, executive chef Matt 
Bolton and his crew are planning a distinc-
tive four-course dinner for revelers.

Diminutive halved quail eggs topped 
with Siberian Osetra caviar and crème 
fraiche will be the amuse bouche, followed 
by a lineup of choices that includes black 
truffles and local wild mushrooms, Dunge-
ness crab, Wagyu beef and Sonoma duck, 
among many other ingredients and dishes. 
Sous chef Michelle Lee will follow it all 
with a trio of desserts. Reservations are 
available from 5:30 to 10 p.m. and cost 

$125 ($195 with wine/Champagne pair-
ings), plus tax and 20 percent tip. John 
Sherry will play music from 6 to 10 p.m. 
For reservations, call (831) 375-4500.

Down the coast in the Carmel High-
lands, California Market at Pacific’s Edge 
will also serve a prix-fixe dinner to accom-
pany the stunning coastal views, starting 
with hand-crafted cocktails in the Sunset 
Lounge. Reservations are available from 
5:30 p.m. onward, and Dino Vera will play 
from 8:30 all the way until the new year 
starts at midnight. Of course, the menu in-
cludes the indulgent ingredients one would 
expect, from truffles and caviar, to oysters, 
lobster and filet mignon, with lots of choic-
es. The cost is $150 per person, plus tax 
and tip. For more information or to reserve, 
call (831) 620-1234.

In Marina and elsewhere
At Salt Wood Kitchen & Oysterette in 

Marina, executive chef Paul Corsentino 
has planned a four-course set menu that 
will be available from 5 to 10 p.m. Live 
music, sparkling wine and oysters will 
kick off the night, followed by entrées like 
Monterey Bay black cod and New York 
strip. Reservations are available via Open 
Table for $95. In addition, New Year’s Day 
brunch will be served from 10 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. “with hangover favorites like monkey 
bread, shrimp and grits, and a bottomless 
mimosa special.”

Other NYE possibilities include the 
Sardine Factory at 701 Wave St. with a 
four-course prix-fixe for $85 plus tax and 
tip ((831) 373-3775), a six-course tasting 
menu at The Sur House at Ventana in Big 
Sur for $175 per person ((831) 667-2331), 
and a family-friendly paella dinner and 
jazz at Estéban in the Casa Munras Garden 
Hotel in Monterey for $65 plus tax and tip 
per person ((831) 324-6773).

With revenues trending lower — hotel 
taxes for the first two periods were down 4 
percent when the city budget anticipated an 
increase of 3 percent, 
for instance — Rerig 
doesn’t know wheth-
er he’ll recommend 
extending the pro-
gram.

“Even though this 
is only $85,000, I’d 
really want to look at 
all the other econom-
ic factors,” he said. 
“We’ll get the audit 
report from the last 
fiscal year in January 
and do the midyear 
budget review in Feb-
ruary, so I’d want to 

INCENTIVES
From page 6A

look at the other economic factors prior to 
making a recommendation.”

Rerig said he’s grateful to everyone who 
took advantage of the program to reinvest 
in their properties. 

He plans on giving a detailed report on 
the incentives and projects at next month’s 
council meeting.

This project on Lincoln Street, which includes a new restaurant called The 
Pocket, is one of the beneficiaries of the city’s permit incentive program.

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER
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MONDAY & TUESDAY  
$8 till 8pm Happy Hour  

with Live Music

WEDNESDAY  
Date Night Special 

$15 Brick Oven Pizza 
$5 Draft Beer & $10 Select Wines 

5pm–7pm

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS  
Champagne Brunch 

and Live Music

SAVOR 
THE LOCAL 

SCENE

831.658.3400
415 West Carmel Valley Road 

BernardusLodge.com

SUNSET PRESENTS 2019-2020

SUNSET PRESENTS IN STUDIO 105 
XYZ Comedy 

featuring Josh Gondelman
Thursday, January 9 at 8PM
Josh is one of the sharpest  

minds working in comedy today 
and he has two Peabody Awards 

and four Emmys to prove it.  
He is currently a producer for 
Desus and Mero on Showtime. 
Previously, he spent five years 
writing for Last Week Tonight  

with John Oliver. 

Sunset Cultural Center, Inc., a nonprofit 501(c)(3)  
your source for culture and community 

For tickets visit:  www.sunsetcenter.org  •  or call 831.620.2048  
 San Carlos Street at Ninth Avenue  •  Carmel-by-the-Sea

Brought to you by:

SUNSET PRESENTS ON THE MAIN STAGE

Rolling Stone Reports:  
The Year in Music

Friday, January 17 at 8PM

The first of four lectures in the  
series featuring the writers and 
editors of Rolling Stone bringing 

their thought provoking and 
engaging content in the form  

of live storytelling and  
visual media.

SUNSET PRESENTS ON THE MAIN STAGE

Eric Johnson 
Classics: Present and Past
Thursday, January 16 at 8PM

Iconic guitar virtuoso recognized 
as a diverse, versatile and fully 
realized musical creator, who 

simply put, plays like no one else. 
Enjoy new releases alongside  
key tracks from throughout  

his prolific career.

Experience  

the up close 

& intimate 

atmosphere of 

Studio 105 at 

Sunset Center!

Ticket holders  

will be invited to  

a GRAMMY’S 

viewing party  

held at Sunset 

Center!

HEATED OUTDOOR SEATING | DOG FRIENDLY | LOCAL VENETIAN CUISINE

San Carlos btwn. Ocean & 7TH

Open Daily at 11AM • Closed on Monday’s 

LOCAL & ORGANIC  | LUNCH & DINNER |SUNDAY BRUNCH | FULL BAR

4-Course Wine 4-Course Wine 
Dinner + SpritzDinner + Spritz

“Blending Old World Tradition “Blending Old World Tradition 
with New World Inspiration” with New World Inspiration” 

RSVP 
831.626.8226
www.basilcarmel.com

        with Cal Giant Berry Farms
        $65 pp plus tax & gratuity  

JANUARY 14th, 2020
at 6:30pm 

Bonus Surprise at the end  of the evening! 

Yosemite Valley for four days,” Bradford 
added. “It’s one of my favorite places to 
paint, but I had never been there that time 

of year — the fall colors were out in all 
their glory. It was a very special trip for 
us.”

The site of a reception Saturday from 5 
to 8 p.m., the gallery is located on Dolores 
between Ocean and Sixth. Call (831) 277-
6165.

Husband and wife team mixes work 
and travel, unveils new paintings

THE BEAUTY of the Monterey Pen-
insula and the Big Sur coast have long pro-
vided creative opportunities for painters 
Cyndra Bradford and Jeff 
Daniel Smith, but for their 
latest work, the pair turned 
to the canyonlands of Utah 
and the high country of the 
Sierra Nevada for inspira-
tion. Bradford and Smith 
share their latest paintings Saturday, Dec. 
28, at Galerie Plein Aire Fine Art.

In May, after buying a small trailer 
to carry their art supplies, Bradford and 
Smith took a road trip to Utah and visited 
Zion, Bryce, Capitol Reef national parks.

Although Bradford had never visited 
the state before, she was 
familiar with its famous 
red-rock landscape, so 
she brought along extra 
red paint — something 
she rarely needs an abun-
dance of along the coast.

In Utah, Bradford was 
struck by how different 
the scenery was from our 
own, and how the sharp 
the contrast was between 
the blue sky and the red 
rock. “It was like being 
on a different planet,” she 
told The Pine Cone.

In October, Bradford 
and Smith hit the road 
again, this time travel-
ing to Yosemite National 
Park. Again, they brought 
their paints, this time 
to capture subjects like 
El Capitan and Glacier 
Point. It was late in the 
season, so they had to 
bundle up.

“We camped out in 

Painter Jeff Daniel Smith’s “Glacier Point Sunrise” is included in a 
show opening Saturday at Galerie Plein Air. The site of a reception 
from 5 to 8 p.m., the gallery is located on Dolores between Ocean 
and Sixth.

Art Roundup
By CHRIS COUNTS
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(831) 455-6800                            
www.casaofmonterey.org

Attend our Carmel info session to learn how you can help.
DATE: : Thursday, January 9th         TIME:  6-7 PM

LOCATION: Sotheby’s Intl. Realty, 3775 Via Nona Marie, Ste 100

Volunteer with CASA of Monterey County
CASA of Monterey County recruits, trains and supports community volunteers 

who give a voice to and support our county’s foster children.

Your choice of DAY or EVENING trainning sessions happening February, 2020!

To donate

Best party in town?
While Christmas music is king during 

the holidays, it’s also the time of year when 
PacRep Theatre returns with its annual 
tribute concert celebrating the early days of 
rock ’n’ roll. This year’s edition opens New 
Year’s Eve at the Golden Bough Playhouse. 

“It’s the best party in town,” director 
Stephen Moorer told The Pine Cone. 
“This year is the 60th anniversary of Bud-
dy Holly’s final concert, and in the first act 
we’re recreating it.”

Along with the Big Bopper and Ritchie 
Valens, Holly died in a plane crash in 1959. 
The three will reunite on stage at the Gold-
en Bough, with Travis Poelle playing Hol-
ly, Scott Free portraying the Big Bopper 
and Davitt Felder taking on the role of 
Valens.

In the second act, the tribute concert 
will move on to the 1960s, 1970s and 
1980s. Along with tributes to Roy Orbison, 
the Mamas and The Papas, Tina Turner, 
and many others, Led Zeppelin will be 
honored. Don Dally, remarkably, will sing 
lead and play guitar, portraying rock leg-
ends Robert Plant and Jimmy Page simul-
taneously. “Don knocks it out the park,” 
Moorer suggested.

This year’s show also pays tribute to 
Queen. “Travis is playing Freddie Mercu-
ry, with our whole crew backing him up,” 
Moorer added.

Tickets for the New Year’s Eve show are 
$75, while those for other performances 
are $8 to $44, with discounts available for 
students, seniors, teachers and active mil-
itary. The show continues Thursdays, Fri-
days, Saturdays and Sundays through Jan. 
12. The theater is located on Monte Verde 
between Eighth and Ninth. For tickets, call 
(831) 622-0100.

Live music Dec. 27-Jan. 2
Barmel — Fields of Eden (acoustic 

rock, Friday at 7 p.m.); and Killer Whale 
(rock, Saturday at 7 p.m.). In Carmel 
Square at San Carlos and Seventh.

Big Sur Vineyards Tasting Room in 
Carmel Valley — New Year’s Eve party 
with The Klevr Trio (rock, Tuesday at 8 
p.m.). 1 Del Fino Place, (831) 652-3020.

The Cherry Center for the Arts — 
The Cherry Trio featuring violinist Eliz-
abeth Gaver, violist Penny Hanna and 
harpsichordist Michael Peterson (classi-

MUSIC
From page 21A

cal, Wednesday at 3 p.m.). Fourth and Gua-
dalupe, (831) 624-7491.

Cibo Ristorante Italiano in Monterey 
— Vybe (rock and blues, Friday at 9 p.m.); 
Rhythm Tribe (blues, Saturday at 9 p.m.) 
and The Dave Holodiloff Duo (jazz and 
swing, Sunday at 7 p.m.). 301 Alvarado St., 
(831) 649-8151.

Coopers Pub & Restaurant in Mon-
terey — Six String Pharmacy (“acous-
tic desert rock,” Friday at 9 p.m.); sing-
er-songwriter Rick Frost (Saturday at 9 
p.m.); and The Eldorados (New Year’s 
Eve Party, Tuesday at 9 p.m.). 653 Cannery 
Row, (831) 373-1353.

East Village Coffee Lounge in Monte-
rey — The Robert Papacica Organ Trio 
(jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.); and Open Mic 
Night (Wednesday at 7 p.m.). 498 Wash-
ington St., (831) 373-5601.

Embassy Suites in Seaside — singer 
Lee Durley and drummer Jim Vanderz-
waan lead a free monthly jazz jam (Sunday 
at 1 p.m.). 1441 Canyon del Rey Blvd.

Folktale Winery in Carmel Valley — 
singer-songwriter Austin Metreyeon (Fri-
day at 3 p.m.); Wild & Blue (Americana, 
Saturday at 5 p.m.); and guitarist John 
Sherry (rock, blues and jazz,  Sunday at 
noon). 8940 Carmel Valley Road.

Fireplace Lounge in the Hyatt Regen-
cy Monterey Hotel — guitarist Mike Lent, 
bassist Zach Westfall and drummer David 
Morwood (jazz, Friday at 7 p.m.); bass-
ist Zach Westfall, drummer David Mor-
wood and special guests (jazz, Saturday at 
7 p.m.); singer Lee Durley, guitarist Mike 
Lent, keyboardist Bill Spencer, drummer 
David Morwood and surprise guests (jazz, 
Sunday at 6 p.m. in Tusca restaurant and 9 
p.m. in the Fireplace Lounge); and guitarist 
Mike Lent, keyboardist Bill Spencer and 
The David Morwood Jazz Band (New 
Year’s Eve Party, Tuesday at 8:30 p.m.). 1 
Old Golf Course Road, (831) 372-1234.

Fernwood Resort in Big Sur — The 
Electric Howlers (rock, Saturday at 10 
p.m.); and Space Heater (“groovy funk 
with cosmic jams,” New Year’s Eve Party, 
Tuesday at 9 p.m.. On Highway 1 25 miles 
south of Carmel, (831) 667-2422.

The Inn at Spanish Bay in Pebble 
Beach — The Jazz Trio (jazz, in the lob-
by, Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.); and The 
Dottie Dodgion Trio (jazz, Thursday at 7 
p.m.); also, a bagpiper plays every evening 
at sunset. 2700 17 Mile Drive, (831) 647-
7500.

The Lab — singer-songwriters Ken-
ny Chung, Kristen Gradwohl, Tommy 
Howbert, Tiffany Decker and others (“A 
Winter’s Night Song Flight,” Saturday at 
6:30 p.m.). Barnyard shopping center.

Mission Ranch — singer and pia-
nist Maddaline Edstrom (jazz and pop, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday at 5 p.m.); 
singer and pianist David Kempton (jazz, 
Monday through Thursday at 5 p.m.); and 
pianist Gennady Loktionov (jazz, Sunday 
at 10 a.m., Monday through Thursday at 8 
p.m.). 26270 Dolores St., (831) 625-9040.

Puma Road tasting room in Monterey 
— Out of the Blue (“soul rock,” Friday at 
5 p.m.); and Leche Malo (“alt folk rock,” 
Sunday at 5 p.m.). 281 Alvarado St. (Por-
tola Plaza).

Sunset Lounge at Hyatt Carmel High-
lands — singer Neal Banks 
(pop and rock, Friday at 7 
p.m.); and singer and pia-
nist Dino Vera (jazz, blues 
and r&b, Saturday at 7 p.m. 
and Thursday at 6 p.m.). 
120 Highlands Drive, (831) 
620-1234.

Terry’s Lounge at Cy-
press Inn — singer and pi-
anist Dino Vera (jazz, blues 
and r&b, Friday at 7 p.m.); 
pianist Gennady Loktion-
ov and singer Debbie Da-
vis (cabaret, Saturday at 
7 p.m.); Andrea’s Fault 
(jazz and blues, Sunday at 
11 a.m.); guitarist Richard 
Devinck (classical, Sunday 
at 6 p.m.); and singer Lee 
Durley and pianist Joe In-

dence (jazz, Thursday at 6 p.m.). Lincoln 
and Seventh, (831) 624-3871.

The Trailside Cafe in Carmel Valley — 
singer-songwriter Robert Elmond Stone 
(country, Friday at 6 p.m.); and saxophon-
ist Roger Eddy (jazz, Saturday at 6 p.m.). 
3 Del Fino Place, (831) 298-7453. 

Wild Fish restaurant in Pacific Grove 
— trombonist Craig Jardstrom and gui-
tarist Darrin Michell (jazz, Friday at 6:30 
p.m.); and guitarist Grover Coe and trom-
bonist Craig Jardstrom (jazz, Sunday at 
12:30 p.m.). 545 Lighthouse Ave., (831) 
373-8523.

The Electric Howlers, with lead singer Chris De La Ossa (above), 
rock Fernwood Resort in Big Sur Saturday.

To advertise in our Real Estate Section
contact Jung@carmelpinecone.com

(831) 274-8646
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NO SALES TAX   
Now through December 31stNow through December 31st

Save on all your favorite furniture!
LEGACYLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYLEGACYYYYYYYYYYYYYYLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

FINE HOME FURNISHINGS

MONDAY - SATURDAY 10-7, SUNDAY 11-6   422-1500  • 1228 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SALINAS, CA (where Highway 68 turns into Main Street)
* Legacy Fine Furniture pays the sales tax for you in the form of a discount. Photographs for illustration only.

$895
Marino Sofa

SOLID WOOD 
Queen Size Bed*
*Includes headboard, 
footboard, and rails.

SOLID 
DISTRESSED MAPLE 

WOOD

$1895$3499LEATHER 
Brazen 5-Piece Sectional power 
reclining and power headrest

$1645 Bay Bridge
 Sofa

up a program, build a new narrative, with one that wasn’t 
getting a whole lot of attention,” Elmore said. “We’ve been 
finding little bits of success every year, and I see this year 
as yet another opportunity to track forward.”

It’s been a slow ascent. His first team, in 2016-17, went 
3-12-2. The 2017-18 team was 3-13. Last year the team 
compiled a 7-9-2 record, despite losing its leading scorer, 
Rolando Ortiz, to injuries for much of the season.

Ortiz, a senior, is healthy for the first time since his 
sophomore year, when he went down with a bad shoulder 
injury. “We’re really excited this year because Rolando is 
healthy, he’s strong, and he’s got a great supporting cast 
of returning players,” Elmore said of his striker, who has 
scored eight goals in Stevenson’s first four games. “He’s 
a hard worker, he knows the game really well, and he’s a 
quiet and unassuming leader for us.”

Tireless player
Ortiz also is one of three Pirates whom Elmore believes 

are talented enough to play college soccer if they dedicate 
themselves to that goal.

Another is Bush Sricharoenlumsam — just call him 
“Bush” — a native of Thailand who attended an East Coast 
boarding school as a middle-schooler before coming to 
Stevenson as a freshman.

Sricharoenlumsam, a defensive center midfielder, 

Pirates plan to build on chemistry, camaraderie and commitment
HIS TEAM won’t contend for a national title this year 

— indeed, it’ll be a lofty challenge to win the Santa Lucia 
Division of the Pacific Coast Athletic League.

But Toby Elmore, who once coached the fourth-ranked 
high school soccer team in the U.S., knows chemistry, ca-

might be the hardest-working player on the team, his coach 
says, and his work ethic shows up on the soccer pitch.

“He’s tireless — he’ll go the full 80 minutes for us while 
playing a very difficult position for an 80-minute player. 
He’s up and down the pitch the whole game,” Elmore said. 
“He’s also a real student of the game — he works hard to 
understand it — and the overall effect is that he’s playing 
with a lot of confidence.”

New goalkeeper
The other player who might have collegiate soccer in 

his future is Nathaniel Hahn, a sophomore midfielder who 
arrived at Stevenson with a deep background in club soc-
cer.

Hahn relied heavily on that experience during his fresh-
man year, during which he was sometimes physically over-
matched by older players.

“He was a small guy a year ago and struggled a little 
bit with the physicality,” Elmore said. “But he grew 4-5 
inches and added quite a bit of weight over the past year, 
so he’s very sturdy out there now.”

Hahn was part of an exceptional crop of freshmen at 
Stevenson last year, another of whom is Quan Bui, whose 
natural growth also is paying dividends in 2019.

“He’s another one who struggled a bit with the physi-
cality of the game as a ninth-grader — he was a little bit 

tentative — but he’s going to be really 
dangerous for us this year,” the coach 
said of the wing. “He’s similar to Rolan-
do in that he’s not afraid to take players 
on. He’s pretty technical, so he can go 
after them, get them back on their heels, 
and create some opportunities.”

The new goalkeeper, Ardan Dorian, 
is another second-year varsity player as 
a sophomore — a backup last season 
who already is showing his worthiness 
as Stevenson’s starter.

“He’s a local kid who got experi-
ence with the Monterey County Foot-
ball Club, and he’s very talented,” said 
Elmore of a player who already has 18 
saves this season. “He’s fearless in goal, 
and he’s also as comfortable with his 
feet as any other player on the field.  It’s 
almost like having a fifth defender back 

See SPORTS next page

Peninsula Sports 
By DENNIS TAYLOR

Senior striker Rolando Ortiz (left), healthy for the first time in three seasons, has eight goals in Stevenson’s first four games, while senior Michael Barbera, a 
dogged defender (right), is also a standout lacrosse player at the school.

PHOTOS/STEVENSON SCHOOL

maraderie, and commitment when he sees it.
Those qualities are evident and could put some new 

hardware in the trophy case this winter for the Stevenson 
Pirates, who will return to the pitch after the holidays with 
a 3-0-1 preseason record.

Elmore coached previously at Hotchkiss School, a pri-
vate prep school in Lakeville, Conn., where his team was 
rated as one of the best in America, teeming with Division 
1-level college prospects.

He came to Stevenson five years ago, and took over the 
soccer team the following winter, inheriting a program that 
had won just three of 31 games (with four ties) in 2015 
and 2016.

“What I saw here was an opportunity to try to build 
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BEST
House

Cleaning 

‘16, ‘17, ‘18

So Many Dust Bunnies,
So Little Time

• Experienced

• Professional

Offering a personal 
and friendly touch

for 30 years.

BONDED
HOUSECLEANING

SPECIALISTS

626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

1,950 miles on a Frame off Resto-Mod. 
$53,000 invested. Must see in person in Monterey 

to appreciate. Serious inquires only.  $48,500. 
For more information call or text (831) 233-8527.

1955 Ford F1001955 Ford F100

FINE ESTATE JEWELRY 
BOUGHT AND SOLD
Serving Carmel Since 1982

831-624-5991
Mission St. Between Ocean and 7th

Viau Estate Jewelry

www.viauestatejewelry.com

there.”
Senior leadership comes from fourth-year varsity play-

er Michael Barbera, a wingback whose experience as a la-
crosse player gives him strong field awareness.

“He’s a staunch defender — really good one-on-one 
— and he’s developed into a very good player technically, 
Elmore said. “We’re expecting to see him create some op-
portunities for himself this year by pushing forward into 
the offensive third of the field.”

Stevenson’s second-leading scorer going into the hol-
iday break is Brandon Perez-Saldivar, a junior who has 
three goals in four games — second-best on the team.

Perez-Saldivar stepped into the Pirates’ striker role a 
year ago after Ortiz was sidelined and grew from the expe-
rience, Elmore said. 

“This year, we expect those players to give us a really 
dynamic partnership at the top of the pitch,” his coach said.

Jason Zhang, a senior in his third varsity year, is a play-
er who could become a strong scoring threat as his condi-
tioning improves, the coach said.

“The strength of this team so far has been their work 
ethic, and also their buy-in and commitment to our sys-

SPORTS
From previous page

Sophomore midfielder Nathaniel Hahn, more than 4 inches taller than last sea-
son, is a player with college soccer potential, said his coach.

PHOTO/STEVENSON SCHOOL

tem,” Elmore said. “This is the first year I’m feeling like 
we’ve got a group that understands what it means to play 
within a system and be disciplined about how we approach 
each game. This is also a really cohesive bunch, which 
makes them a lot of fun to work with. I’ve pushed them 
really hard so far, and they love it — they want more.”

Pacific Grove won the PCAL’s Santa Lucia Division last 
year with a 13-1-2 record, and four of its returning players 
earned all-division honors as first- or second-teamers.

But the division has added Seaside and Pacific Col-
legiate this season, with the new Rancho San Juan High 
from Salinas, and Marina.

“Pacific Grove has a very good team again this year, but 
it’s hard for me to identify a preseason favorite because we 
didn’t play Pacific Collegiate and Seaside last year. They 
were part of the division above us,” Elmore said. “I think 
our kids believe they could win the division. I’ve told them 
there’s no reason we can’t beat every team on our schedule 
this year, and I believe that, but it’ll depend on whether we 
do the work, and approach each game with a measure of 
discipline. If we do that, we can play with anybody. We’ll 
contend.”

Looking ahead (Dec. 27-Jan. 2)
Boys basketball — Friday: Stevenson vs. Excelsior 

at Rancho Mirage tournament, Palm Valley High School 
(noon). Saturday: Carmel at Piedmont Hills 
(5 p.m.); Stevenson vs. Indio at Rancho Mi-
rage tournament, Rancho Mirage High (1:30 
p.m.). Monday: Stevenson vs. TBA at Rancho 
Mirage tournament, Rancho Mirage High 
(TBD).

Girls basketball — Friday: Carmel vs. 
Soledad at Seaside tournament (1:30 p.m.); 
Stevenson vs. Palo Verde Valley at Rancho 
Mirage tournament, Palm Valley High (1:30 
p.m.). Saturday: Carmel vs. Seaside at Sea-
side tournament (7:30 p.m.). Stevenson vs. 
Oakwood at Rancho Mirage tournament, 
Palm Valley High (10:30 a.m.). Monday: Car-
mel vs. Aptos at Seaside tournament (noon). 
Stevenson vs. TBA at Rancho Mirage tourna-
ment, Palm Valley High (TBD).

Wrestling — Friday and Saturday: Carmel 
at Sierra Nevada Classic, Reno, Nev. (9 a.m.).

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in 
Monterey County. Contact him at scribelau-
reate@gmail.com.

W E B S T E R  S T R E E T

Shop Local in 
OLD 

MONTEREY

831.717.4676 | 188 Webster St.Monterey
teethwhiteningmonterey.com  (*cannot be combined with monthly deal)

TEETH WHITENING MONTEREY

$50 OFF COUPON 
FOR ANY 45 MIN SESSION

REGULAR 
PRICE 
$199

Books, Manuscriptsp
& Ephemera Wanted
House Calls made – call for details! 

245 Pearl Street, Monterey, California
(831) 643-2754  info@carpediemfinebooks.com

Hellam’s Tobacco 
& Wine Shop

High Quality Wine, 
Cigars, Scotch, 

Small-Batch Bourbon, 
Wine Bar and Much More. 

423 Alvarado Street, Monterey CA 93940
831-373-2816 | www.hellamstobaccoandwineshop.com
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10AM-10PM • Closed Sunday’s 

170 WEBSTER ST.
MONTEREY,

(831) 920-1400 

MUNDOSCAFEMONTEREY.COM 
2 LOCATIONS 

TO SERVE YOU!

422 Tyler Street, Monterey 
831-655-8108 | epsilonrestaurant.com

Lunch Monday-Friday: 11am - 2pm
Dinner Tuesday-Sunday: 5pm - 9:30pm

O R D E R  O N

Committed to  enhancing and 
promoting the economic vitality and 
community spirit  of  Old Monterey.
98 Del Monte Ave, Ste 201 | Monterey

(831) 655-8070 | www.oldmonterey.org

T Y L E R  S T R E E T

P E A R L  S T R E E T

A L V A R A D O  S T R E E T

118 Webster St., Monterey
(831) 646-5486

Japanese Green Tea, Art, 
Antiques, Ikebana and Gifts

Open: Mon-Fri 10:30AM - 5:30PM Sat 10:30AM - 3:30PM

To advertise in this section please call 
JESSICA CAIRD

(831) 274-8590 | jessica@carmelpinecone.com

 

Baum & Blume’s ordering deadline! — Order a perfect 
beef prime rib w/trimmings! Pick up great wines, 
champagnes, handmade hors d’oeuvres and more! 
Gorgeous holiday wear in the Carriage House Boutique 
too! Mon-Sat. 11:30-7pm. (Early closure 12/31) Baum 
& Blume and The Carriage House, 4 El Caminito Rd, 
Carmel Valley.  (831) 659-0400

Feb. 2 — Champions of the Arts Gala 2020 — 5 to 6 

Arts Education Programs. Purchase tickets online at 
arts4mc.org. 

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com 
$0.50 per word ($25 min. charge) 

• Add a photo for your event for only $25 •

CALENDAR

We pay for news photos!

The Carmel Pine Cone will pay 
up to $50 for photos of newsworthy events 

around the Monterey Peninsula. 
Submit yours to news@carmelpinecone.com.

Payment made for photos accepted for publication.  

Carmel by the Sea  |  Carmel (The Crossroads)
San Carlos Street Between Ocean Ave. & 7th

www.InteriorsByAmbiance.com
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BEST of BATESEditorial

There go the freelancers
NEXT WEEK a new California law, AB5, goes into effect that requires 

media companies to turn their regular freelancers into employees. 

The law was passed by the state’s Democratic-party controlled legisla-

ture and signed by left-wing governor Gavin Newsom, whose thinking on 

the subject apparently goes no deeper than the usual type of axiom that 

motivates socialists everywhere, i.e., all bosses are bad and all workers are 

exploited. 

This dictum is embraced so wholeheartedly by people on the left, they 

even believe that when workers and bosses agree on things such as wages, 

working conditions, benefits, etc., the agreement must be presumed to be 

unfair to the persecuted workers who unwillingly accepted it, and therefore 

subject to forcible modification or even nullification by the guardians of 

public virtue in the government.

Thus, tens of thousands of drivers for companies like Uber and Lyft may 

prefer the flexibility of being their own bosses, deciding when and where 

to work, and making hour-by-hour choices among jobs based on how much 

they pay. But no! Under the new law, they must all become full-fledged 

employees, with schedules, mandatory breaks, limits on overtime, etc., etc., 

etc.

It’s unclear how the big ride-sharing companies intend to comply with 

the new law. One option they don’t seem to have would be to lay them all 

off. For Uber and Lyft, choosing to terminate their independent-contractor 

drivers instead of turning them into employees would be tantamount to giv-

ing up the ride-sharing business in California. There’s no way you can drive 

an Uber in San Francisco from Reno. 

Not so for national media companies, which have long relied on free-

lance writers, editors and photographers to do part-time work. These com-

panies also subject to the new law, and for many of them, the answer will 

be to fire everybody who works in California and move their jobs to a more 

business-friendly state. And who turned out to be Exhibit A for this phe-

nomenon? No less than the ardently leftist website Vox, which last week 

announced it would lay off hundreds of California-based freelancers and 

move their work out of state. And this was after Vox cheered AB5 on to 

passage last summer, calling it a “victory for workers everywhere” and “a 

historic moment for the U.S. Labor movement.” Those words are little con-

solation for the workers at Vox who lost their jobs. Typical among their 

reactions was one freelance writer who said, “Last week AB5 came for me, 

and it’s devastating.”

Just as with things like the premiums spikes caused by Obamacare and 

the $15 minimum wage, anything that increases the cost of hiring inevitably 

results in lower productivity and higher unemployment — things that may 

not get much notice right now with the national economy booming. But 

when the next downturn comes, the new rules will really hurt.

Here at The Pine Cone, we are still successful enough that we’ll be able 

to cover the added costs that will come from turning several of our regular 

freelancers into part-time employees. But what about the media outfits that 

are running on fumes? They may be forced to lay off even more of their 

already meager workforces or go out of business entirely. 

Often, we’re told that the measure of a society is how it “treats the least 

among them.” We disagree. We think a society’s success should be mea-

sured by how many of its people have well paying, productive jobs. And the 

more government gets out of the way, the more that will happen.

“Oh, look, dear. A Carmel cottage for a hundred thousand less.
Now all they want is seven million.”

‘Projection’ explains all
Dear Editor,

Do you want to know what is going on 
in the world of politics? It is simple: What-
ever the Democrats say reveals what they 
are doing. Psychologists call this “projec-
tion.” This concept has multiple historical 
connections but the simplest comes from 
Karl Marx. “Accuse your enemy of what 
you are doing, as you are doing it, to create 
confusion.” 

That tells the entire story. View the news 
through this template and the statements of 
Democrats will become much more reveal-
ing. Al Green calls everyone a racist — it 
is a knee-jerk comment from him. Yet, I 
wager no one is more racist than he. The 
leaders of the House of Representatives 
rants about how President Trump colluded 
with Russia, when their own vice-president 
was caught on tape using his influence to 
get a Ukrainian prosecutor fired for investi-
gating a company for paying off his son to 
gain influence. It does not end and reveals 
a total lack of ethics. As Nancy Pelosi in-
vokes the Founding Fathers, she is clueless 
that the founders felt that ethics was cru-
cial to the survival of the republic.

Michael Addison, Carmel

History column rewarding
Dear Editor,  

I have been enjoying the History Beat 
articles by Neal Hotelling; hopefully a 
book will come out containing them all. I 
especially enjoyed the article on Chief 
Gus Englund as my mother, Hope Thomas 
Raggett, would speak fondly of him. When 
she was a teenager and staying at her older 

A choice to be drafted?
Dear Editor,

I have to admit to being a bit concerned 
about Jimmy Panetta’s statement that “he 
used the same skills when he was a pros-
ecutor in Monterey County to arrive to 
the conclusion that Trump should be im-
peached.” Whereas members of Congress 
are not often held responsible for lying in 
Congressional undertakings, my concern 
is that his statement might justify legal ap-
peals against some of his criminal convic-
tions in this county based on the possibility 
of similar false testimony. 

But perhaps he was merely couching his 
statement in terms of his deductive capa-
bilities, such as the time I talked to him on 
the phone when he first ran for Congress. I 
asked him for his position on women being 
subject to the military draft. He replied that 
he was for it because it was an issue of a 
“woman’s choice.”

Richard S. Hellam, 
Seaside See LETTERS page 10A
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A serendipitous road to a palace

tively.” Then, in 2002, she signed up for her 
first lesson at Easy Street, and, she said, “It 
rocked my world.

“The owner was a certified pool in-
structor. I took a second lesson, which also 
rocked my world. I started practicing every 
day, after work.” She progressed quickly, 
and her teacher urged her to play compet-
itively. There was a weekly tournament at 
Easy Street, and he convinced her to sign 
up.

“I went all the way to the finals before 
I lost. It was the most awesome feeling I’d 
had in my life,” she said. Encouraged by the 
achievement, she kept at it — sometimes 
practicing 100 hours a week. “I couldn’t let 

it go. I dreamt about it. My 
friends were all, ‘enough is 
enough,’” she remembered.

She said that while pro-
fessional pool welcomes 
women, there are “expo-
nentially more men,” and 
attributed that to the fact 
that boys are encouraged 
“to play with sticks and 
balls” more often than girls.

Nevertheless, she was 
playing well and her teach-
er again encouraged her to 
branch out, this time to join 
the Women’s Pool Associ-
ation. “Are you kidding?” 
she asked. “No, I think you 
might like this,” was his re-
sponse.

She became a member 
and found some kindred fe-

male spirits. “The women were fabulous. 
They embraced me and helped me,” she 
said.

Seeing differently
Skye’s first tournament in Gilroy was 

followed by ones in San Francisco, San 
Jose, Sacramento, Fresno and Modesto. 
“There were six stops — one a month at 
different pool halls.” It took her four at-
tempts to win a match, but after several 
years, she made it to three national tourna-
ments, one in Arizona, one in Florida and 
one in Sacramento three years ago, where 
she placed 13th out of 64 players.

Skye sees the game differently than a 
casual observer. After every break, she 
said, “I can look at the table and tell how to 
run it.” (In pool, that means sinking every 

ball needed to win.) “That doesn’t mean I 
always execute well,” she allowed.

She explained that each shot involves 
at least two balls, the playing surface and 
the rails, or inside edges of the table. “It’s 
very complicated. You have to learn how to 
envision and how to manipulate things” to 
get a good shot, not to mention figuring out 
how the right spin on the cue ball can affect 

With a capital T, that rhymes 
with P, that stands for … plaque?

WHETHER SHE’S cleaning your 
teeth or sinking the eight ball in the corner 
pocket, Jessica Skye said she’s a bit of per-
fectionist. The registered dental hygienist 
has worked for Dr. Bradford Carl for 22 
years, and has been playing pool profes-
sionally for more than 15 of those.

None of that has anything to do with her 
original career plans. She grew up in Santa 
Monica and went to Venice High School. A 
gifted flute player, she won a full scholar-
ship to USC and got her bachelor’s in mu-
sic education.

At 23, she found herself teaching in a 
junior high school, where she was the band 
and choir director. “That lasted about eight 

years,” Skye said. She married a pharma-
cist and lived in Arizona for a time, and, 
she said, “I knew I needed to do something 
else, but I didn’t have a clue what it was. 
My husband pushed me toward science.”

She went to Northern Arizona Univer-
sity to check out the nursing program, and 
found the dental hygiene program right 
next door. “I just wandered in and the dean 
of the school happened to be there,” she 
said. They got to talking and Skye fell in 
love with the subject. “It was the best move 
for me,” she said. She earned her Bachelor 
of Science in dental hygiene and went to 
work.

She had been to the Monterey Peninsu-
la to visit a friend, and when her marriage 
ended and she was ready to leave Arizona, 
she moved here. That was October 1997, 
and she started working for 
Carl the following month.

That’s when she started 
dropping in with friends at 
Easy Street Billiards on Ty-
ler Street in Monterey, just 
to have fun. And that’s all it 
seemed like it was going to be.

But around summer 2001, she took 
a trip to Alaska with some girlfriends. 
“There wasn’t a lot to do at night,” she said, 
so she and her buddies played pool in the 
local bars. It turned out she was better than 
she thought. “Pretty soon, I was beating ev-
erybody at the tables,” she recalled. 

When she got home, Skye said, “I start-
ed pulling in more friends, including guy 
friends, to play with me. I just played intui-

said, “Well, I’ll just give you that one. I 
don’t think it’s my best work.” She accept-
ed his gift to the charity. 

His design became the logo for “Films 
Without Borders,” a humanitarian project 
partially funded by a charity backed by the 
British royal family. The project provided 
video cameras to select teenagers living in 
war zones such as Syria, Jordan and Israel. 
The footage they shot provided previous-

ly unseen perspectives into 
their daily lives and the hor-
rors of war.

As a thanks for his dona-
tion, Estrada was surprised 
two weeks later with an 
all-expense-paid trip (worth 

more than $27,000, including first-class 
airfare in seat 1A) to a gala event at Buck-
ingham Palace, where he sat front-row cen-
ter between Star Wars producer/director 
George Lucas and legendary British actor 
Sir Roger Moore (“Bond … James Bond”), 
in a room with 600 other VIPs, including 
some of the royals. Gobsmacking.

“I was badly jet-lagged — it was prob-
ably about 4:30 in the morning, according 
to my body — and at one point during the 
ceremony I was literally nodding off,” he 
recounted. “I woke up again when I felt a 

little kick from my left … 
from Sir Roger Moore.”

Serendipity
Estrada kibitzed after-

ward with the famous actor. 
He shook hands with Prince 
Andrew. He flew in a heli-
copter over London (illegal, 
but the pilot, ex-military, 
had a friend in the control 
tower.) He was lodged at the 
historic Bishopsgate House, 
an opulent mansion on a 42-
acre estate. 

It was all a wonderful ac-
cident, Estrada said — noth-
ing he planned, nothing he 
pursued, nothing he could 
ever have expected. “If I 
had tried to get my logo on a 
project backed by Bucking-
ham Palace, it never, ever 
would have happened,” he 
speculated with a laugh.

His life and career, says 
Estrada, have been spackled 
with other strokes of seren-
dipity.

In 1988, as a scholarship 

ALAN ESTRADA has been educated 
at five universities (earning two masters 
degrees) and worked relentlessly on his art 
for 35 years … but, from time to time, un-
anticipated opportunities have fallen from 
the sky and gobsmacked him right on the 
head.

Where to begin? Let’s start with the day 
in 2011 when a mysterious woman called 
from England, said she’d seen some of his 

graphic-arts designs, and wondered if he’d 
consider creating a logo for her client, a 
British charity whose identity she couldn’t 
yet divulge. They would discuss price later.

Meeting royalty
He agreed and made three logos, work-

ing only from descriptive keywords she 
provided. She fell in love with Estrada’s 
second-favorite design, but he pushed hard 
for the one he thought was much better. 
They argued. In frustration, he ultimately 

See ESTRADA page 31A
Abstract expressionist Alan Estrada poses with “Monkey See” 
a mixed-media painting.

PHOTO/DENNIS TAYLOR

Don’t miss “Scenic Views” by Jerry Gervase 
— every week in the Real Estate Section.

See SKYE page 31A

Great Lives
By ELAINE HESSER

Carmel’s Artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

Dental hygienist Jessica Skye spends her off hours playing tourna-
ment-level professional pool. Her boss, patients and co-workers 
are fans who sometimes watch her online.

Mark Ryan  |  (831) 238.1498 
DRE #01458945

(831) 601.1620  |  Paul Brocchini 
DRE #00904451

183 Sonoma Lane, Carmel Highlands
3 Beds, 3 Baths  ■  Flyover Video at www.183SonomaLane.com  ■  $1,330,000
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1467 North Davis Road Salinas
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Did you get everything you wanted for Christmas?
It’s not too late to get your La-Z-Boy Recliner!

Signature Furniture Galleries is the premier 
La-Z-Boy retailer in Monterey County!

from Frank Devendorf in 1910 for $5 down 
and, starting a year later, payments of $5 
a month. He was 39, married and had al-
ready led a very full life. In compiling his 
autobiography in 1932 he wrote: “Boy and 
man, I have been hunter and trapper, artist 
and wood engraver, prospector and miner, 
reporter and editor, policeman and soldier, 
writer, actor, pageant master, insurance 

man, ad specialist, carpenter 
and stone mason ....” 

The list is, amazingly, in-
complete, and most of that 
sentence describes his life 
before coming to Carmel.

Newberry was born in 
western Michigan in 1870, just a few years 
after his father, Captain Frank D. Newber-
ry, was discharged from service in the Civ-
il War. His father, progressively a county 
clerk, state representative, inspector gen-
eral and prosecuting attorney, introduced 
Newberry to law and politics as well as the 
joys of outdoor life, including hunting and 
fishing in the woods, lakes and rivers of 
Michigan. 

As a lad he was running a line of 50 
traps before and after school, earning 50 
cents a pelt for muskrat, $1 for mink, and 
as much as $5 for the occasional river otter.

Inspired by his father’s military expe-
rience in Duryea’s Zouaves, a New York 
regiment, young Newberry organized and 
served as captain of the Coldwater Light 
Zouaves, a drill team made up of his class-
mates. He also worked toward an appoint-
ment to West Point, which he just missed in 
the competitive examination, earning only 
a spot as an alternate. He would need a new 
path in life. 

His mother, Fannie Ellisworth Stone 
Newberry, began a prolific career as a writ-
er of children’s literature soon after New-
berry graduated school, but that influence 
would come later. Art was the next field he 
developed, but after marrying, he reverted 
to the practical world of insurance sales.

Newberry married Bertha Bair in 1892. 

His checkered career path led from tinker and soldier to journalist
IN HIS day, Perry Newberry was 

known by everyone. To quote Daisy Bo-
stick, “For 25 years his life has been so 
intertwined with that of Carmel that he IS 
Carmel and Carmel is largely Perry New-
berry.”   

The Pine Cone reporter’s observation 
was not a eulogy; she wrote it in 1935 when 
Newberry was still very much alive. Per-

haps such meaningful praise is why, while 
not even a true founding father, Newberry 
is unique among the early residents of Car-
mel-by-the-Sea, actually having a street 
named for his first and last name. Perry 
Newberry Way stretches for two blocks 
between Fourth and Sixth avenues, just 
east of Carpenter Street. His good friend 
George Sterling merited Sterling Way in 
the same neighborhood, but without his 
first name.

Carmel was saddened during the Christ-
mas season of 1938 when Perry Newberry 
passed away on Dec. 6 at the age of 68. 
While he did not come to Carmel until 
1910, the front page of The Pine Cone on 
Dec. 9, 1938, included the epitaph “Cre-
ator of Carmel” over his photo. 

Jack of all trades
So we don’t forget the man and his sig-

nificant role, I will use this column to intro-
duce him to a new generation. Newberry 
didn’t lay out Carmel’s streets, nor directly 
sell its real estate. Still, it is fair to say that 
had Newberry not come here when he did, 
the development of the town would have 
taken a very different path.

Like many in his day, Newberry came 
to Carmel in search of a quiet, economi-
cal location where he could pursue life as 
a writer. He bought his first oceanfront lot 

She shared his love of the outdoors. They 
had met a couple of years earlier on a 
camping trip arranged by his father that 
took a group down the St. Joseph river 
from the town of Coldwater to Lake Mich-
igan. The newlyweds moved to Chicago, 
where Newberry became partner in an in-
surance agency. Five years later, adventure 
called, when a friend invited him to come 
west for a job in the art department at the 
San Francisco Examiner. He sold his share 
of the insurance agency and the Newberrys 
boarded a train to San Francisco.

Misplaced toes
His salaried job with the Examiner last-

ed only a few weeks. The day Newberry 
arrived in San Francisco, his friend took 
an assignment as a correspondent covering 

the gold rush in the Yukon. The new art di-
rector soon fired Newberry for drawing a 
gladiator with the big toes on the outside, 
rather than the inside, of the feet. Newberry 
then began doing freelance art for various 
publications in the city. He took on another 
artist, J. Ozro Brubaker, “Bru,” as a partner 
and boarder, and together with Bertha they 
began creating schemes to make money.  

Their first successful scheme was con-
tracting with the Sacramento Sunday News 
to sell, write and illustrate a special busi-
ness section for a mid-July 1898 issue of 
the paper. They could not sell ads, but rath-
er got businesses to pay for illustrated edi-
torials about their enterprises. The trio-net-
ted about $1,000 on the project, and next 

In 1911, Perry Newberry (second from right) and his wife Bertha (right) entertained his parents at the 
house he built near Carmel Beach.

History Beat
By NEAL HOTELLING

PHOTO/HENRY MEADE WILLIAMS LOCAL HISTORY ROOM, HARRISON MEMORIAL LIBRARY

See NEWBERRY next page
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targeted San Jose.
In 1898, San Jose had a population 

of about 20,000. They chose The Weekly 
Record to repeat their special supplement 
plan. With samples from Sacramento, the 
editor agreed, and sales went even better 
than expected, but when Newberry tried 
to collect on the nearly $2,000 in sales, 
businesses said they would just deduct the 
charge from what the paper owed them.

Confronted, the publisher apologized. 
He did owe them money, and guessed he 
now owed the Newberry team. The only 
valuable thing he had was the newspaper, 
which he offered to sign over in payment of 
the debt. They weighed their options, took 
the paper and changed the name to The 
Weekly Sketch, with Newberry as editor, 
Bru as art director and Bertha as poetry 
editor.  Next week we will learn how own-
ing a newspaper got Newberry involved 
in politics long before he even thought of 
making his mark in Carmel.  

Neal Hotelling has been researching 
and writing about Monterey County histo-
ry for more than three decades. His email 
is nbhotelling@msn.com.   

NEWBERRY
From previous page

City of Carmel-By-the-Sea
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

For SUNSET CENTER BOILER REPLACEMENT RE-BID
Notice is hereby given that the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea is soliciting bids from qualified Contractors for work including but 
not limited to: removing existing cast iron atmospheric boilers containing lead and the installation of one new high efficiency 
condensing boiler and other electrical & mechanical work as shown or indicated in the Drawings and Specifications.

There will be a Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference and Site Tour on Tuesday, January 7, 2020 at 10:00 AM for all 
interested Contractors.  The tour will meet at the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea Sunset Boiler Room, located on Mission Street 
North of Tenth Avenue. On street parking is available on Mission Street near the boiler room.

The Invitation for Bids is available at http://ci.carmel.ca.us/carmel (under the tab “I Want to Submit a Bid or Proposal”) 
or by contacting Carmel Public Works Department at 831-620-2070.  At the time of the Bid opening, the successful Bidder 
must be legally entitled to perform Contracts requiring a California Type C-4 and C-36 Contractor’s License.  Questions 
regarding this solicitation are to be directed to Robert Estrella, Public Works Project Manager, at restrella@ci.carmel.ca.us.  
All questions must be in writing, submitted via email by January 14, 2020 at 11:00 AM.  Responses will be posted 
on the City website at http://ci.carmel.ca.us on January 17, 2020 by 5:00 PM. Sealed Bids shall be received no 
later than 2:00 PM on Tuesday, January 21, 2020 and shall be submitted to the attention of the City Clerk with the 
envelope clearly labeled “Sunset Boiler Replacement Invitation for Bids 2020-041-005 Re-Bid” and showing the 
name of the Contractor.

Bids may be hand delivered or mailed as follows:

Bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall Council Chambers, located on the eastside of Monte Verde Street 
between Ocean and Seventh Avenues, at 2:00 PM on Tuesday, January 21, 2020.  Bids received after the stated 
deadline will be returned unopened.

Bids must be accompanied by a ten percent (10%) bid bond, certified check, or cashier’s check payable to “City 
of Carmel-by-the-Sea.” Bid bonds shall be in original form (no fax or photocopy) and executed by the Bidder and an 
acceptable surety. Bids shall be in accordance with the prevailing hourly rate of per diem wages for this locality and project 
as determined by the State of California, Department of Industrial Relations, pursuant to California Labor Code Sections 
1770, 1773, and 1782.   

Per Sections 1725.5, 1771.1, 1771.3, and 1771.4 of the Labor Code, this project is subject to compliance 
monitoring and enforcement by the Department of Industrial Relations. All Contractors and Subcontractors shall be 
listed in the bid proposal, subject to the requirements of Section 4104 of the Public Contract Code, and shall be currently 
registered to perform public work pursuant to Section 1725.5 of the Labor Code.   
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Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93921
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Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93921

Publication date: Dec. 20, 27, 2019; Jan. 3 10, 2020 (PC1219)

P U B L I C  N O T I C E S

track athlete at UC Irvine, he was honored 
as Best Political Cartoonist by the Califor-
nia Intercollegiate Press Association. He 
didn’t enter the contest, and wasn’t aware 
that his managing editor at the student 
newspaper had entered on his behalf.

That same year, Columbia University 
gave him a second-place award for Best 
Illustration, another contest his managing 
editor entered for him. 

Madonna’s collection
He learned printmaking at UC Irvine 

from John Paul Jones, who in 1962 had 
made the cover of Time magazine, which 
called him “the second-greatest printmaker 
in history, after Benjamin Franklin.” Estra-
da had no idea.

“I didn’t even realize how famous 
John Paul Jones was until after he died (in 
1999),” Estrada said. “But he taught me in-
taglio, aquatint, mezzotint and other mono-
chromatic printmaking methods.”

He used the intaglio method to make a 
print entitled “Virgin Mary” (later retitled 
“Madonna”) that caught the eye of Kev-
in Martin, lead singer of a popular Seat-
tle-based grunge-rock band called Candle-
box that had recently signed with Maverick 
Records, Madonna’s record label.

“I’m going to meet her next week … 
can I give that to her?” Martin begged, 
without offering any money.

“Sure,” answered Estrada. He gifted the 
print to the grunge rocker, who passed it 
on to Madonna, who has it in her private 
collection today.

“I didn’t go into art to make money, 
which is why I never put prices on my 
work,” Estrada explains with a shrug. 
“Whenever somebody asks ‘how much?’ 
my response is, ‘What do you think it’s 
worth?’ We go from there.”

In 1989, he did layout and designs for 
Sports Illustrated magazine, spot-film an-
imation for March of Dimes, and he illus-
trated covers for the Seattle Weekly news-
paper.

Estrada’s next stop was the University 
of Washington, where he was pursuing a 
Ph.D. in philosophy, planning to teach the 
subject at the college level, mainly because 
he saw the profession as a way to devote 
his summers and holiday vacations to his 
art.

He never completed the doctorate. In 
1992, a Seattle publication ranked him 
among the Top 20 Up-and-Coming Art-

ESTRADA
From page 29A

ists in the Pacific Northwest, and Estrada, 
through no outreach of his own, suddenly 
found himself represented by not one, but 
two professional art agents who were sell-
ing his oil paintings in Japan. 

Suddenly, he had too many deadlines 
and too little time, so he blew off his dis-
sertation and oral defense to focus on his 
art.

A competing Japanese agent poached 
him away, signing Estrada to an exclusive 
10-year contract. When she died five years 
into the contract, Estrada memorialized her 
with an emotional pastel — a piece that, 
in 2001, attracted the attention of a Saudi 
sheik.

Estrada says he repeatedly insisted 
to the sheik that the original was not for 
sale. The sheik, one of the wealthiest busi-
nessmen in Saudi Arabia, kept increasing 
his offer until Estrada satisfied him with a 
copy.

“He told me he wanted to collect my 
work exclusively, which he did from 2002-
2016, the year he died,” he said. “He was 
my lone patron throughout those years.”

Estrada studied philosophy, painting, 
and writing at UC Berkeley from 2004-
2009, but grew weary of “the concrete 
jungle,” he said. In 2012, he relocated to 
Carmel, where he found a home near the 
intersection of Second and Carpenter.

At 56, Estrada is a lifelong bache-
lor with a 17-year-old son, Julian, a high 
school student in Lausanne Switzerland 
— more artistic than his father, Estrada 
brags — and academically brilliant, bound 
for Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
next fall.

Also a musician
Estrada primarily considers himself an 

abstract expressionist painter, but paints 
realism, continues to create political car-
toons, graphics and logos, and he writes 
poetry and song lyrics. He’s an inspired 
gardener and clean-water activist on the 
local scene, as well.

And Estrada is a drummer, keyboard-
ist and vocalist for a local two-man band 
called MACH 2 Project, alongside Carmel 
Valley guitarist and vocalist Rob Machado.

Estrada also will participate this spring 
in the Monterey County Artists Open Stu-
dio Tour, opening his home to visitors from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on May 9 and 10, and also 
May 16 and 17.

Contact Estrada via email at feelosof-
ree@berkeley.edu for additional informa-
tion about the artist and his work.

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in 
Monterey County. Contact him at scri-
belaureate@gmail.com.

a shot.
Her co-workers in Carl’s office are all 

fans. “It’s sort of a big deal with the office. 
They’re excited for me. The big tourna-
ments are streamed online, and they get on 
and watch me. They love how happy I am.” 
She added that Carl plays tournament-level 
golf, and sometimes they chat about their 
competitions.

About a year-and-a-half ago, she mar-
ried her biggest supporter — Eric Harada, 
a professional pool player who’s retired 
from the insurance business. They live in 
Skyline Forest and go to each other’s tour-
naments. “It’s a big part of our life,” she 
said, as are Harada’s three grandchildren. 
“I never had children, so I went straight to 
being a grandma,” she said.

“I guess with dental hygiene and pool, 
my perfectionistic personality helps. It’s 
not stressful to me — it’s kind of joyful. I 
just can’t help myself,” she said.

Know someone whose life of accom-
plishment or adventure would make inter-
esting reading? Please suggest them for 
Great Lives by emailing elaine@carmel-
pinecone.com.

SKYE
From previous page

Be prepared for emergencies — register your phone number 
at www.alertmontereycounty.org

LEGALS DEADLINE:  Tuesday 4:30 pm
Call Irma (831) 274-8645  |   irma@carmelpinecone.com
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