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Scenes from a Peninsula that’s ‘sheltering in place’
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Asilomar has more
than 20 patients
from cruise ship
n Officials won’t say whether
they have coronavirus
By KELLY NIX

S
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Many of the images around the Peninsula this week resembled those seen elsewhere in the country. Hometown supermarkets like Bruno’s (above) had their
shelves picked clean of various commodities, and even the busiest tourist sites,
such as the Monterey Bay Aquarium (left) were suddenly deserted. But under the
county’s mandatory “shelter in place” order issued Tuesday, you’re still allowed
to take walks outside, and many locals did just that, such as these small groups on
the Scenic Road pathway with its backdrop of incomparable scenery.

TATE HEALTH officials said this week that 21 passengers from the Grand Princess cruise ship are being
housed at Asilomar Conference Grounds in Pacific Grove,
and they didn’t rule out the possibility of expanding the
quarantine operation there for other purposes related to the
coronavirus crisis.
The State of California surprised the City of Pacific
Grove last week when it brought 12 passengers from the
cruise ship to Asilomar who might be infected with coronavirus — a number that has nearly doubled. The state
calls Asilomar an “alternate care site.”
Currently, patients are being kept in three small buildings at the state-owned facility, a portion of which has
been fenced off and is being guarded by federal marshals.
During a press conference Tuesday afternoon, Eric
See PATIENTS page 27A

‘Stay home’ order issued
after virus confirmed
By KELLY NIX and CHRIS COUNTS
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Things get ‘kind of crazy’ at local supermarkets
By CHRIS COUNTS

L

IKE EVERY market on the Monterey Peninsula,
Bruno’s saw a spike in customers early last week when
much of California went into shut-down mode in response
to the spread of the coronavirus.

Landlords waive rents
for 45 businesses
By MARY SCHLEY

W

ITH RETAIL grinding to a halt amid the coronavirus pandemic and the Monterey County shelter-in-place
order going into effect Wednesday, store owners are struggling to figure out how to survive with zero income until
their businesses are cleared to reopen.
To help insure at least some of them are still here after
the worst is over, landlords John Plastini and Alan Porter
are forgiving all their tenants’ April rents, to the tune of
around $140,000.
Plastini is the president of the family partnership that
owns the Doud Arcade and Craft Studios and also manages the buildings Porter purchased from the family seven
See LANDLORDS page 12A

“Sunday and Monday were kind of crazy,” Bruno’s
owner Ryan Sanchez told The Pine Cone. “This is how
business used to be before online shopping.”
And just like their counterparts elsewhere, shoppers
cleaned out some of the bare necessities at the market.
“First it was toilet paper, then it was hand wipes and
sanitizers,” Sanchez reported.
“Then it was eggs — as soon as we got some, they were
gone in 2 to 3 hours,” Sanchez said.
There was even a run on potatoes. But after a couple
days, things slowed down a bit, giving the market a chance
to restock its shelves and prepare for what comes next.
“It’s kind of hard to predict, but it’s pretty calm right
now,” Sanchez said. “We’re anticipating another spike
in the next few days — we’re just kind of taking it as it
comes.”

OUR MONTEREY County residents are now known
to be infected with coronavirus, two of them from a trip
abroad, county health department and Salinas Valley Memorial hospital officials announced this week. In response
to the initial diagnoses, the county’s top doctor imposed
a mandatory “shelter-in-place” order compelling residents
to stay mostly at home until April 8 — under the threat of
jail — in hopes of slowing the spread of the virus.
On Tuesday, the Monterey County Health Department
said tests showed that the county’s first two individuals had
tested positive for the virus that originated in city of Wuhan, China.
“The tests were performed at the Monterey County’s Public Health Laboratory, which began testing for
COVID-19 on March 6,” the health department’s press release said. “The Monterey County Public Laboratory has
performed nearly 100 tests for COVID-19 since March 6.”
While an investigation is underway, health officials said
they believe the infections were acquired during internaSee CASES page 17A

Inmates may be freed
early from county jail
By KELLY NIX

C

‘Really stepped up’
While some markets contemplate beginning home
delivery, Bruno’s has long brought groceries to the front
doors of customers. “We’ve been offering delivery service
for over 30 years,” Sanchez added.
If you’re interested in having your groceries from Bruno’s delivered — and anything from Surf N Sand Liquors
next door — call (831) 624-3821.
At Jerome’s Market in Carmel Valley Village, business

ONVICTED CRIMINALS serving time in the
Monterey County Jail could get a special get-out-of-jailfree card if the sheriff’s office decides to release some prisoners to help prevent the spread of the coronavirus.
On Wednesday, Monterey County Sheriff’s Office
Cmdr. John Thornburg told The Pine Cone the agency,
“if the need arises,” would consider freeing some inmates
ahead of their release dates.
The jail currently houses 803 prisoners.
An inmate with coronavirus in the overcrowded and
aging county facility could cause a public health disaster
since inmates are in close proximity and could easily infect each other.
Thornburg said there are no plans to release any inmates
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