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Virus driving
out downtown
businesses
n Landlords helping some stay
By MARY SCHLEY

S

EVERAL RETAILERS, a yoga studio and a restaurant have closed for good, thanks to the economic standstill brought about by the coronavirus-induced shutdown,
while others are struggling to hang on long enough to
make it through to the other side — whenever that is and
whatever it looks like. Helping them are the landlords who
are discounting rents or forgiving them altogether.
Two art galleries on Dolores between Fifth and Sixth
are gone, Etats-Unis restaurant on the same street won’t
reopen, Lopez Liquors on San Carlos is shutting down —
but might eventually relocate — and the Yoga Center of
Carmel has called it quits, for starters.
No tourist money
“I don’t see a swift return in business, and I had to make
a decision which business I will keep open,” said chef Soerke Peters, who owns Etats-Unis along with Mezzaluna
restaurant in Pacific Grove with partner Amy Stouffer.
“Since Mezzaluna is not as dependent on tourism as Etats-

If John Muir was right, and on “every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks,” that’s even
more true these days, when tourists are nonexistent and
the political world is so glum. Photographers Douglas
Steakley (above and right) and David Mullally (top
right) certainly found it to be so this week when they
captured a bounty of wildflowers at Garland Park and
witnessed a uniquely uncrowded vista in Big Sur.

See BUSINESSES page 17A

Health official warns of surge, hospital shortage
n Another death brings total to three
By KELLY NIX

D

ESPITE THE relatively small number of people
in Monterey County who are known to be infected with
COVID-19, the county health officer predicts that hospitals here won’t have enough beds to deal with a massive
“surge” of patients he expects to become seriously ill in
the weeks ahead. During a conference call with reporters,
Dr. Edward Moreno also said he has no plans to loosen
or lift the shelter-in-place order he issued more than three
weeks ago.
When asked by a Pine Cone reporter during a Wednesday press briefing how many more confirmed COVID-19
cases he believes the county will have in the next few
weeks, Moreno offered this grim response:
“We anticipate that the demand for hospital beds will
exceed the number of beds that we have in Monterey
County,” Moreno said.
There were 69 people in Monterey County, as of Thursday, who had tested positive for coronavirus. The county,
again with no fanfare and without offering any details,
reported another death from the virus Wednesday night,
bringing the total number to three of those who have died
from it — or with it.
Hospitals to be overwhelmed
To contend with the large number of sick COVID-19
patients still expected to come in the county, the health
department is working with the four hospitals to come up
with more beds. Gov. Gavin Newsom, he said, has asked
hospitals in the state to set a target of increasing their bed
capacity by 40 percent.
But Moreno — in an especially chilling projection
— said those extra beds may not be enough.
“We could still surpass our capacity, so based on some
early modeling and what we think our surge capacity will
be, there is still a need to prepare for the worst — which
would be patients needing hospital-level care and the hospitals can’t provide it,” he said.
Moreno said the county is trying to find ways to offer
alternative care or isolation sites to free up beds for those
who become sick and who may have been hospitalized but
are “not ready to go home.”
Office of Emergency Services manager Gerry Malais

said that the state informed Monterey County it would get
up to 100 new trailers from FEMA designed to isolate people with COVID-19. However, Malais told The Pine Cone
Wednesday that state officials informed the county “of a
See WARNING page 15A

Seriously ill drummer is
on ventilator at CHOMP
By CHRIS COUNTS

H

IGHLY RESPECTED Monterey jazz drummer
Andy Weis — who plays regularly at Spanish Bay in Pebble Beach — is seriously ill with coronavirus and is being
treated at CHOMP, his daughter confirmed this week.
“Dad was admitted to the hospital yesterday afternoon
after having been ill for a couple of weeks,” Audrey Weis
See DRUMMER page 14A

Officials fuming over
latest shutdown order
By MARY SCHLEY

W

HEN MONTEREY County Health Officer Ed
Moreno issued a revised shelter-in-place order Friday, he
took thousands more people out of the workforce by decreeing that very little construction work can continue, and
that landscapers and gardeners can only work to reduce
fire danger and prevent other hazards.
But with unemployment rates climbing and people
starting to panic about how they’re going to pay their bills,
members of the construction and architecture trades, as
well as public officials, are trying to convince Moreno to
roll back restrictions they feel do more harm than good.
“We will be querying the health director about why is
construction prohibited when they can take safety measures? And why are gardeners?” city administrator Chip
Rerig said. Many landscapers work alone or in crews
See FUMING page 16A

City faces $4.4M
deficit this year
By MARY SCHLEY

H
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Drummer Andy Weis of Monterey is hospitalized with coronavirus.
A gifted jazz musician who was mentored by the legendary Louie
Bellson, Weis played as recently as last month at Spanish Bay.

OTEL TAXES are expected to bring in half of what
the city council and administration projected when they
drafted the 2019-2020 budget last spring, city administrator Chip Rerig told The Pine Cone Tuesday, and revenues
from sales taxes will fall drastically short as well. With less
than three months to go in the fiscal year that ends June
30, Rerig is projecting a shortfall of $4.4 million, and he
and the council will have to figure out what to do about it.
“We projected TOT at $6.88 million for this fiscal
year,” Rerig said. Hotel taxes provide a significant chunk
of the $25 million annual budget. “Our revised figure is
$3.8 million.”
And five years from now, Rerig said he expects hotel
taxes still won’t have rebounded, projecting they’ll come
in around $5.8 million.
“We don’t know whether people’s travel patterns will
return — whether people will be concerned about vacationing,” he said.
See DEFICIT page 19A
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