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Virus cases few as shelter in place deepens

April 17-23, 2020
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Health department
offers scary projection
of infections in county
n But does it bear any
relationship to reality?
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PHOTO/(CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT) MICHAEL TROUTMAN, MIKE MCCARVER, DAVID MULLALLY, COURTESY RUFFLE ME TO SLEEP

Coronavirus cases on the Monterey Peninsula remain very few as changes to daily routines extend to all parts of life — from
closed playgrounds (Forest Hill Park, top left), to shuttered churches (Carmel Mission on Easter Sunday, top right), to Scenic
Road (lower right), where parking is now banned. But a shop on Dolores Street, Ruffle Me to Sleep, has lightened the mood
with a whimsical window display (lower left) and its owner, Dee Borsella, is offering masks made from custom fabrics.
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By KELLY NIX

VEN IF 70 percent of county residents follow all the social-distancing rules, Monterey
County will have an astonishing
33,000 people sick with coronavirus in the next six weeks and
its hospitals will be overrun with
nearly 1,000 seriously ill patients,
according to data county health
officer Edward Moreno presented
to the board of supervisors this
week.
But Moreno’s data also show
that the county should have about
9,000 cases now and 300 hospitalizations, while his department
has counted a total of 108 cases
of the virus as of Wednesday, and
just 22 people who’ve needed to
be hospitalized throughout the
crisis.
The discrepancy raised questions about the validity of Moreno’s data and the necessity of the

shelter-in-place program he ordered into place last month. Tens
of thousands of county residents
have lost their jobs and their businesses because of the order.
Though Moreno had previously warned of a “surge” of cases
the county could get in the next
several weeks, the public was
likely not prepared to receive the
bleak outlook he presented to the
Monterey County Board of Supervisors Tuesday.
“If 70 percent of Monterey
county residents and businesses complied with the shelter-inplace order we would have, at the
peak, 33,000 residents sick by the
first week of June,” Moreno told
the supervisors.
Crowded hospitals?
Of those sick people, Moreno
said that “as long as we have good
compliance with social distancing,” 954 of them would need to
be hospitalized simultaneously.
See VIRUS page 22A

City shuts beach parking until end of month
n Citizen patrol keeps everyone
the required 6 feet apart
By MARY SCHLEY

P

ARKING WAS banned on Scenic Road and in
the lot at the foot of Ocean Avenue after a meeting
Wednesday between city administrator Chip Rerig
and Police Chief Paul Tomasi.
Sunny weather Tuesday and Wednesday brought
a lot of visitors to Carmel Beach and filled the city’s
beachfront parking, leading Rerig to extend the ban
he initiated last weekend. The new closure lasts until
April 30, and only applies within the city limits, not
on Carmel Point.
“I have said I won’t close the beach,” Rerig said
Thursday, the day the new parking rules took effect.

“We’ve been encouraging people to use the beach as
a respite for exercise and to get outside.”
Being able to take a stroll or run on the sand, or
even just to stand and watch the surf, or to be in it, is
a kind of therapy.
“But we do have people who aren’t social distancing,” Rerig commented. Police are responding
to complaints about people not staying 6 feet apart
and not wearing masks.
“We’ve been focusing on education and outreach.
When our officers roll up, they talk about the dangers of not practicing social distancing.”
Walk softly and carry a stick
A group of residents headed by Graeme Robertson is also out and about, wearing “City of Carmel
See SHUT page 22A

Forest service tells campers to go home
By CHRIS COUNTS

C

ROWDS OF campers who are escaping the
boredom of being stuck at home, rebelling against
the strictures of living in civilization nowadays, or
maybe just clueless are taking up residence in some
of Big Sur’s most isolated spots, raising concerns
among local residents and leading the United States
Forest Service to close eight roads and nine trails
Thursday.
“Some of the roads, trails, and trailheads in the
Monterey Ranger District are drawing increasingly heavy vehicle traffic and large groups of people,
creating circumstances where social distancing is
not possible,” Andrew Madsen of the forest service
reported. “Additionally, some are located adjacent
to residential properties and could increase the risk
among local residents of exposure to coronavirus.”
The order by the federal agency, which will last
through June 1, closed Tassajara, Milpitas, Nacimiento-Fergusson, South Coast Ridge, Plaskett

Ridge, Baldwin Ranch, Los Burros and Sycamore
Canyon roads. It also closed the Boronda, DeAngulo, Kirk Creek, Prewitt Loop, Cruickshank, Soda
Springs, Buckeye, Salmon Creek trails, as well as
one that offers access to Sand Dollar Beach and Jade
Cove.
Have app, will travel
While the rest of California hunkers down in response to a statewide shelter-in-place order to prevent the spread of coronavirus, it’s somehow not
surprising that some — labeled “Doomsday Campers” by one local — would rebel against the edict by
getting in their cars and heading for Big Sur.
For weeks, some residents have complained
about people camping along publicly owned dirt
roads on Big Sur’s South Coast. But other residents
say they have been hesitant to sound the alarm because they’re worried the news will just attract more
See CAMPERS page 22A
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Dr. Edward Moreno told the Monterey County Board of Supervisors this week
that even under an optimistic scenario of public compliance with the shelter-in
-place order he issued last month, the county would probably reach a peak
of 33,000 coronavirus cases on June 4. But his graph also showed that there
should be approximately 9,000 cases of the virus in the county now. His office
has only confirmed a little more than 100, leading to the question, where are all
those other people?

DA threatens prosecution
of gardeners, contractors
By MARY SCHLEY

W

ITH THE county health
officer apparently unwilling to
back off his recent order that
landscapers, gardeners, carpenters and other contractors can’t
work during the coronavirus
shutdown except on projects that
are for health and safety, Monterey County District Attorney
Jeannine Pacioni issued a sternly
worded warning this week that
anyone found violating the new
rules could be prosecuted.
“Violations of the April 3 order are subject to criminal and/
or civil penalties,” she warned.
“Each day that a violation contin-

ues may be a separate violation.
Both the contractor and owner of
the building may be liable.”
In a revised, stricter shutdown
order he issued April 3, Dr. Ed
Moreno said work could only
continue on projects immediately
necessary for essential infrastructure, those associated with healthcare or affordable housing, essential public works projects, shelters
and temporary housing, projects
providing “critical non-commercial services” to the elderly and
disadvantaged, construction necessary to ensure building sites are
safe and secure during the shutSee PROSECUTION page 19A
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