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Virus wipes out 
Concours Week
n But some organizers still have hope

By MARY SCHLEY

NO ONE knows what life on the Monterey Penin-
sula will look like four months from now, as far as the 
coronavirus outbreak is concerned, but the virus is already 
responsible for the cancellation of most Concours Week 
events, and with it, another reeling blow to the local econo-
my that depends on the tens of millions of dollars the week 
usually brings in.

The first to go was the Legends of the Autobahn, which 
announced April 15 it won’t return until 2021, but it was 
the Wednesday-night notice from Pebble Beach Concours 
d’Elegance Chairman Sandra Button that this year’s Con-
cours will also be canceled that caught everyone’s atten-
tion.

Years of work
Button acknowledged the years of work that go into 

preparing the rare, often one-of-a-kind vehicles invited to 
appear on the 18th Fairway at Pebble Beach each year and 
noted many overseas participants were nearly ready to ship 
theirs out for what would have been the 70th P.B. Concours 
d’Elegance. Their acceptances will still stand in 2021, she 
said, so their efforts won’t go to waste, and tickets already 
purchased for this year’s show will be good for next year’s. 

Antibodies, A quick hospitAl And very sAd cArs

(Clockwise from above) A nurse prepares to draw 
blood from a man at a lab in Monterey where testing is 
underway to identify residents carrying coronavirus an-
tibodies. A 55,000-square-foot prefab building at the 
Marina airport will be used as a makeshift hospital for 
a possible overflow of coronavirus patients. And long-
time car collector and Baja Cantina owner Pat Phinny 
has always participated in Concours Week on a major 
level, but this year, his cars will likely stay in the garage. Realtors say new rules 

make it impossible 
to show homes

By CHRIS COUNTS

AS LEADERS across the country struggle to find a 
balance between keeping people safe and not destroying 
the economy during the coronavirus crisis — and many 
push back against safety mandates they disagree with — 
some realtors here say restrictions imposed by Monterey 
County are making it impossible to show houses if they 
are furnished.

“My feeling is that the county health officials have 
gone way overboard on a number of items, including not 
allowing showings of a house that is furnished or staged,” 
realtor Tim Allen told The Pine Cone.

The restrictions are part of a stay-at-home order issued 

WeAring mAsks Will 
soon be mAndAtory

By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY COUNTY residents should be required 
to cover their faces when they go to the supermarket and 
work with others, according to the county health officer, 
who said he’s consulting county attorneys on an order di-
recting everyone to do just that.

In a briefing with reporters Wednesday, Dr. Ed Moreno 
said he’s drafting a mandate similar to ones rolled out in 
Santa Cruz, San Benito and other counties. Moreno said 
requiring people to wear masks will lower the risk of trans-
mitting coronavirus.

“Knowing that there are people out there who are po-
tentially spreading the virus, if we cover our faces, it de-
creases the likelihood that an inadvertent cough or sneeze 
will spread to someone else,” Moreno said. He did not ex-
plain why, with very few coronavirus cases in Monterey 
County, he decided to do it now.

The health chief said that masks are intended to prevent 
someone who’s infectious from spreading the virus to oth-

reason to shelter in place. We are effectively in stage one 
of recovery.”

Since April 5, according to data compiled by The Pine 
Cone, the Monterey Peninsula has had only five coronavi-
rus cases. Moreno didn’t respond to The Pine Cone’s ques-
tions about Kramer’s claims.

Mathematician takes on health officer predictions 
By KELLY NIX

A RETIRED associate professor of physics at the 
University of Maryland who has published studies about 
the HIV epidemic is challenging Monterey County Health 
Director Dr. Ed Moreno’s dire projections about the num-
ber of sick coronavirus patients the county will have in the 
next six weeks.

Carmel resident Ivan Kramer, a mathematician with a 
Ph.D. in physics from UC Berkeley, said this week that 
Moreno’s estimate there would be 33,000 coronavirus pa-
tients in Monterey County and nearly 1,000 people hospi-
talized by the first week of June is way off base. 

“Those numbers Moreno has gone public with bear no 
relationship whatsoever to reality,” said Kramer, who has 
decades of experience in disease modeling.

The model Moreno is using, he said, should not be 
used to project the number of coronavirus cases Monterey 
County will get, because the county has a relatively small 
population and a small number of cases.

“We have a case here, five cases yesterday, three cases 
on Thursday, none tomorrow,” he said, as an example of 
the sporadic number of local Covid-19 cases. “You have a 
wild digital fluctuation in the data. You don’t have that in 
a big city. You cannot apply a disease transmission model 
that charts the spread of an infection in a big city to what 
we are experiencing here in Monterey County.”

Moreno has conceded that the University of Pennsyl-
vania coronavirus model he’s basing his projections on is 
intended for larger cities.

Widespread infections?
Kramer pointed to new antibody studies by Stanford 

University and the University of Southern California that 
indicate far more people have had the virus than first be-
lieved. The results are good news since they mean that 
many more people have had the virus but were asymptom-
atic or had mild symptoms.

He’s is in agreement with those — including the re-
searcher from USC who authored the Los Angeles study 
— who believe accurate estimates of the virus’ ubiquity 
would make it easier to lift shelter-in-place orders and re-
open shops, restaurants, etc. 

“If you look at the infection in the Peninsula area, down 
to Big Sur, you will see the infection here in our com-
munity has been eliminated,” Kramer said. “There is no 

See EXPERT page 12A

District attorney warns 
about short-term rentals

By MARY SCHLEY

FOLLOWING HER warning that landscapers, gar-
deners and other contractors found violating the county’s 
strict shelter-in-place order would be investigated and 
could be prosecuted, Monterey County District Attorney 
Jeannine Pacioni this week also told owners of short-term 
rentals and hotels they could be busted for advertising to 
or accommodating travelers during the coronavirus shut-
down.

Lodging and rentals that serve vacationers, and that 
advertise for visitors, are violating the prohibition on trav-
el except under certain circumstances, such as if it’s for 
“essential” activities, business or government work or to 
perform “minimum basic operations” at a non-essential 
business.

“The use of short-term lodging facilities, including 
short-term rentals, hotels, inns, and the like, for vacation 
purposes while the April 3 order is in effect is not permit-
ted,” Pacioni warned. “Moreover, advertising rentals for 
uses not allowed by the April 3 order or encouraging travel 
in violation of the April 3 order is unlawful.”

‘Very passionate’
Deputy district attorney Emily Hickok, who is handling 

cases involving alleged shelter-order violators, said her of-
fice has “received five complaints that implicate over 100 
properties.”

“Some people are very passionate about this issue and 
will send us lists of multiple properties that are violating 
the order,” she said. “I have spoken to code enforcement 
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