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Tuck Box owner 
defies shelter order, 
is ready to fight

By MARY SCHLEY

NO MATTER what anybody says, Jeff LeTowt is go-
ing to continue serving customers inside and on the patio 
of his Tuck Box restaurant on Dolores Street.

The presence of seated diners eating off real dishes and 
sipping from glasses in the small breakfast-and-lunch spot 
has not gone unnoticed by residents — some of whom sup-
port him, while others are incredulous or enraged — and 
police, who have repeatedly responded to complaints and 
asked him to stop.

Regardless, LeTowt has expressed no doubts about his 
decision to violate the county-wide shelter-in-place order 
that has forced most businesses to close and crippled the 
economy. 

He received a warning letter from Monterey County 
deputy district attorney Emily Hickok last week and was 
subsequently cited for three violations — misdemeanors 
that can carry fines of $1,000 and jail time.

“Compliance with the Monterey County shelter-
in-place orders is critical to mitigate the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic on critical healthcare services in 
Monterey County and to protect public health,” Hickok 
wrote in the letter. “Because people without symptoms can 
transmit the infection, and because the infection is easily 
spread, interpersonal interactions, like the close contact 

Drive-by shoes, F-15s, anD a DeFiant tea room

Few shops that ‘reopen’ 
aren’t exactly thriving

By MARY SCHLEY and KELLY NIX

SALES ARE obviously nothing like they were before 
the coronavirus shutdown, but Monterey Peninsula busi-
nesses that were allowed to partially reopen after the coun-
ty health officer suddenly relaxed the shutdown order last 
week are trying to make the best of it. 

Last week, county health officer Dr. Ed Moreno revised 
his May 1 shelter-in-place order to allow more Monterey 
County retail businesses to offer curbside pickup, includ-
ing book and clothing shops, sporting goods stores, florists 
and other over-the-counter retailers. Manufacturing and 
supply chain workplaces supporting those types of busi-
nesses can also reopen. 

A handful of stores in downtown Carmel took advan-
tage of the loosened restrictions on retail this week. Stores 
are only allowed to fill orders placed online or by phone, 
which is impractical for many, but they are trying to make 
it work.

that would allow, for instance, in-restaurant dining.
Moreno also minimized the importance of modeling, 

which his office used to help project the number of coro-
navirus cases here — a figure which many people have 
criticized and which Malais and other county officials now 
concede will not happen.

“Again, modeling is just a tool. The outcome is based 
on our local data and a formula that we didn’t create,” he 
said. “It’s just one of many that we can use. I think over 

surge to occur months later, oFFicial claims

n Emergency hospital at Marina 
airport may not be used 

By KELLY NIX

AFTER THE surprising announcement this week by 
a county official that a surge of Covid-19 cases is expected 
to occur in late summer and fall, there are even more ques-
tions — but few answers — about when the countywide 
lockdown might be lifted and how a possible flood of new 
cases could affect the Monterey Peninsula during what’s 
supposed to be the height of the tourist season.

In a report to the county board of supervisors Tuesday, 
Office of Emergency Services manager Gerry Malais said 
that a surge of Covid-19 infections is now not expected un-
til “late summer or even into the fall.” The statement was 
unexpected, since health officer Dr. Ed Moreno has said a 
surge would occur at the end of this month and amount to 
33,000 sick people with 950 hospitalized. 

County assessor Steve Vagnini, who was caught off 
guard by the new projection, told The Pine Cone, “If they 
are anticipating a later surge, does that mean we get to 
open our office [and then] have to close again?” 

Malais said Thursday that the later surge projection is 
based on information he’s received from Moreno’s office 
and officials. Emergency planning, he said, isn’t an “exact 
science.”

“You can say that is just a guess, but it’s a guess based 
on experience and information,” he said. “We are constant-
ly adjusting those guesstimates, if you will.”

Malais credited Moreno, saying it’s his opinion that the 
restrictive measures Moreno imposed are the reason “peo-
ple have not been getting exposed and infected to the level 
we anticipated they would.”

‘Just a tool’
There are many other questions raised by the possibil-

ity of a later surge, including whether Monterey County 
should still expect to see tens of thousands of Covid-19 
patients, and when the county might consider moving into 
the next phase of reopening so more people can return to 
work.

Moreno did not respond to those questions from The 
Pine Cone. He told reporters this week that the county 
does not meet the state’s requirements to relax restrictions 

See SURGE page 15A

coronavirus Fatal to 
Junipero serra school

By MARY SCHLEY

YEARS OF declining enrollment, coupled with the 
coronavirus-induced shutdown, forced the closure of Juni-
pero Serra School at the Carmel Mission after more than 
75 years, Bishop Daniel Garcia of the Diocese of Mon-
terey announced Friday. The pre-K-through-eighth-grade 
school is the most significant business-related casualty of 
the pandemic that has brought almost everything, includ-
ing church services, to a standstill for the past two months.

“While this decision is difficult and may be hard to ac-
cept, it is final and comes after much analysis and deliber-
ation,” Garcia said. “Financial sustainability is always crit-
ical, and the devastating financial impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic being experienced throughout our diocese could 
never have been imagined. This economic and financial 
toll has resulted in a current and projected budget deficit 
that is not recoverable.”

Half of what it was
Nearly 20 years ago, when the school was preparing to 

build the gym next to Larson Field, 214 students attended 
classes there. Now, just over 100 do, and according to Kim-
berly Cheng, superintendent of schools for the diocese, 
enrollment needed to hit more than 150 for the school to 
break even. The annual tuition is $8,000 per child.
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(Clockwise from top left) Alyssa Bundy helps during a 
good first day of business Thursday at Lloyd’s, even if 
people aren’t accustomed to curbside delivery of their 
shoes, while on Wednesday, four F-15C Eagle fight-
er jets from the California Air National Guard’s 144th 
Fighter Wing flew over facilities throughout the state 
to salute healthcare workers and first responders. That 
same day, the owner of the Tuck Box was cited for 
violating the shelter-in-place order by serving customers 
in his restaurant.
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Council: Outdoor dining 
could help restaurants 
stay in business

By MARY SCHLEY

CLOSING OFF a couple of blocks on Dolores Street 
to put out tables and chairs so restaurant customers can 
dine on takeout al fresco while the coronavirus shutdown 
order is in effect — and then be able to eat while practicing 
social distancing once the shutdown is lifted — is either a 
great idea or a terrible one, depending on who’s speaking. 
It’s innovative or inappropriate. It’s worth a try or totally 
unfair.

The council discussed the idea Tuesday as a way to 
support businesses and take a creative approach in efforts 
to recover from what has become an unprecedented and 
ongoing fiscal disaster, and turning streets into spread-out 
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