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‘Reopening is 
on the horizon,’ 
county exec says
n Restaurants could get OK next week

By KELLY NIX

RESTAURANTS AND retail stores are among the 
types of businesses in Monterey County that could get the 
green light to reopen as early as next week, according to 
the county’s administrative officer, who said officials are 
working to comply with a litany of state requirements to 
allow that to happen. 

County administrative officer Charles McKee said 
Wednesday the goal is to show the Monterey County 
Board of Supervisors that the county has met the state’s 
benchmarks to move into California’s second stage of eco-
nomic reopening. If the supervisors and health officer Ed 
Moreno approve the document, it will be sent to the state 
for its endorsement. A special supervisors meeting is set 
for May 26.

Pet grooming and car washing
McKee told The Pine Cone Wednesday that it’s “possi-

ble the state would post Monterey County’s attestation and 
variance request” — the document showing the county 
meets the reopening criteria — “as early as next week, and 
businesses that comply could open promptly thereafter.”

McKee said “retail, restaurants and schools,” are the 
types of businesses that could reopen for customers since 

Outreach tO ag wOrkers, big demand fOr tests

tuck bOx Ordered

tO clOse its dOOrs

n Judge says ‘the law is the law’

By MARY SCHLEY

A MONTEREY County Superior Court Judge Thurs-
day morning approved a temporary restraining order to 
stop Jeff LeTowt from continuing to serve patrons at his 
Tuck Box restaurant in violation of the county health of-
ficer’s order barring all restaurant service except takeout. 
LeTowt, who reopened his restaurant a couple of weeks 
ago in defiance of the order and was charged with three 
misdemeanors as a result, has continued serving custom-
ers anyway. He has said the public health emergency was 
vastly overstated and that he needs to be open in order to 
pay his bills.

has been deemed off-limits.

‘I’m very concerned’
At Tuesday’s board of supervisors meeting, Monte-

rey County 5th District Supervisor Mary Adams brought 
up the topic of renegade tourists, and she asked her col-
leagues for help.

“I’m getting so many constituents who are calling me 
about the problem we have with illegal camping on High-

Big Sur campgrounds, trails could open June 1

n Those who can’t wait risk fines

By CHRIS COUNTS

IN DEFIANCE of the California’s shelter-in-place 
order, large numbers of people from outside Monterey 
County have poured into Big Sur, where not a single case 
of coronavirus has been detected — and many locals 
would like to keep it that way.

But even as county officials discuss cracking down on 
the renegade tourists, the United States Forest Service is 
preparing for the possibility it will open its campgrounds, 
day-use sites, dirt roads and trails in Big Sur June 1.

Forest service officials, who manage most of the land in 
Big Sur, reacted to the surge of illegal visitors by closing 
all campgrounds, day-use areas, backcountry trailheads 
and publicly owned dirt roads by early April.

But the onslaught of tourism persists — on a recent af-
ternoon, 27 cars were sighted parked along Highway 1 at 
the Salmon Creek trailhead just north of the county line. 
And with the various orders that closed campgrounds, 
trails and roads set to expire June 1, it’s only a matter of 
time before Big Sur is crowded again with tourists.

‘Crazy numbers’
Andrew Madsen of the forest service told The Pine 

Cone his agency had to close some areas because the large 
crowds that showed up made social distancing impossible. 
And it wasn’t just in Monterey County.

Madsen reported that an estimated 1,000 people were 
seen in one day a couple weeks ago along a trail to a pop-
ular swimming hole in Ojai. “We’ve had crazy numbers,” 
he told The Pine Cone. “What’s happening in Big Sur is 
happening elsewhere.”

A few sites along the coast like Pfeiffer Beach and Sand 
Dollar Beach have quietly reopened for county residents 
to use on a daily basis, but all others who visit such sites 
risk getting a shelter-in-place ticket that could cost up to 
$1,000. “We don’t want to invite destination travelers,” 
Madsen explained.

State Pparks superintendent Brent Marshall said his 
staff has issued more than a dozen shelter-in-place tickets 
in recent days. In each case, the person cited was not only 
in Big Sur illegally, but was caught entering parkland that 

See CAMPING page 24A

Suspect’s bail set at 
$4.7M following 
Scenic Road attack

By MARY SCHLEY

THE MAN accused of pistol-whipping and sexually 
assaulting a woman in the driveway of her vacation home 
on 13th Avenue near Scenic Road two weeks ago pleaded 
not guilty to charges of attempted murder, assault with a 
deadly weapon, assault and rape last week. Isaac Garcia, 
the 20-year-old Salinas man who turned himself in af-
ter police identified him as the attacker with the help of 
witness accounts and images from the city’s surveillance 
cameras on Rio Road, remained in Monterey County Jail 
this week on $4.7 million bail.

Gang affiliated
The brutal attack occurred May 4 shortly after 6:30 

a.m., when Garcia, who is affiliated with a gang, according 
to police, reportedly approached the 61-year-old woman 
as she loaded items into the car. He pinned her against 
the vehicle and then beat her until she fell to the ground, 
after which he got on top of her, continued to hit her and 
raped her.

Witnesses told officers they saw him walking to his 
car and then heard the woman’s cries for help, and they 
stayed with her until law enforcement and the ambulance 

See REOPEN page 13A
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(Clockwise from above) SVMH 
nurse Brittnee Sandoval with 
workers in a Salinas Valley field, 
where she says her biggest 
obstacle is convincing the 
workers — whose jobs often 
require them to crowd together 
— that coronavirus is real and 
they have to protect themselves 
from it. At MPC Wednesday, a 
health care worker takes a sam-
ple from one of the hundreds 
of people who wanted to be 
tested for coronavirus . 
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Farmworker safety 
obstacle: Convincing 
them virus is real

By KELLY NIX

FARMWORKERS IN Monterey County’s vital ag-
ricultural industry have been hit particularly hard by 
Covid-19, with 41 percent of infections occurring in peo-
ple in that job sector. A nurse who teaches ag workers how 
to stay safe from the virus says her biggest challenge isn’t 
getting them to listen, it’s getting them to accept that the 
virus is real.

Monterey County health officer Dr. Ed Moreno and` 
other officials say ag employees are disproportionately af-
fected by the virus because many of them live and work in 
crowded conditions and are unable to distance themselves 
from their families and coworkers. 

See SAFETY page 14A


