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City officials say 
they welcome
Black Lives protest

By MARY SCHLEY

WHETHER A rally planned for Devendorf Park Sat-
urday happens or not, Police Chief Paul Tomasi and oth-
er city officials this week are expressing their support for 
Black Lives Matter — including willingness to hang the 
group’s banner on the police station — and said they even 
planned to participate in the rally themselves.

Tomasi strongly denounced the murder of George 
Floyd in an impassioned speech Monday.

“I want be perfectly clear in my statement that the Car-
mel Police Department, nor any other police chief I have 
spoken with, condones the actions taken by the officers in 
Minneapolis. We fully expect and support justice for the 
Floyd family through the legal process,” he said in a vid-
eo with city administrator Chip Rerig. “Personally, I am 
sickened by what I have seen in the videos and am deeply 
concerned at the actions of all of the officers involved.”

Regardless of where the murder occurred, “it is still a 
reflection of law enforcement, as we all wear a common 
uniform and wear a badge.”

“I understand that there is anger surrounding this in-
cident, and we support it,” he said. “We too are angry, as 
every time an incident like this happens, it tarnishes the 

If ever a day was unforgettable, thIs was It

well.”
Design-wise, “I think some of the restaurants did a 

very, very good job at envisioning their outdoor seating,” 
he said, pointing out the wood planters bordering tables 
and chairs in front of Brophy’s as an example. But many 
others failed to provide the required “safety barrier” be-
tween cars and people.

Restaurant owners said they shouldn’t be judged by 

alcohol at center of outdoor dInIng debate
By MARY SCHLEY

WITH RESTAURANTS finally able to serve custom-
ers again — at a safe distance, of course — the City of 
Carmel is encouraging people to come take advantage of 
new outdoor dining allowed in parking spaces and on side-
walks all over downtown. But if you want to enjoy a glass 
of wine with your expertly cooked steak or a beer with that 
plate of fish and chips you’ve been craving, forget about it.

While the city initially allowed alcohol consumption in 
the “parklets,” city administrator Chip Rerig revoked that 
privilege at a special meeting Friday.

“We are prohibiting consumption of alcohol in the pub-
lic right of way — we are not ready for that yet,” he said.

Crowds tell tale
The meeting came less than a week after the city was 

filled with beach-seeking travelers from hot inland areas 
and others out to take advantage of stellar weather over 
a three-day weekend marking the unofficial start of sum-
mer — despite the lockdown. Many appeared to have 
no knowledge of or did not care about social distancing, 
masks and other safety measures required in public to help 
prevent spreading coronavirus.

Along with the alcohol issues, Rerig said restaurant 
owners violated several of the rules for outdoor dining, 
including playing amplified music, putting out more ta-
bles and chairs than allowed, bordering their parklets with 
small potted plants or ropes that would do nothing to stop 
an errant car from colliding into seated diners, and having 
too many signs.

“The idea was to provide some level of economic stim-
ulus to our downtown and a little bit of life, which it hasn’t 
had under Covid-19,” with more firm direction on design 
and aesthetics coming from the planning commission 
down the road, he said. Rerig also expected restaurateurs 
to ensure they and their patrons are following all the rules.

But, he admitted, “The self-policing didn’t work very 
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Virus cases increasing 
steadily in Salinas and 
the Salinas Valley 

By KELLY NIX

DESPITE A campaign to teach farmworkers and ag-
ricultural workers in the Salinas Valley ways to protect 
themselves from the coronavirus, the number of Covid-19 
cases there continues to grow, a trend the county health 
officer this week attributed to several factors, including 
Mother’s Day and Memorial Day gatherings where he said 
people were infected.

Since April 14, about 86 percent of the novel corona-
virus cases in Monterey County have occurred in Salinas 
and the Salinas Valley.  Moreno said increased testing and 
a denser population were among the reasons cases contin-
ue to rise there.

“We have a lot more people utilizing testing sites,” he 
explained. “And I think that’s contributed to increase num-
ber of cases that we have seen here in Monterey County.”
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Despite the extremely unusual circum-
stances that caused much of their 
senior year to be canceled, about 
200 Carmel High School seniors 
gleefully graduated yesterday at La-
guna Seca. Graduates had to remain 
in their family cars (top right) until they 
reached a stage, at which point they 
received their diplomas from principal 
Jonathan Lyons (above) and had a 
brief moment in the spotlight, which 
Emma Crabbe celebrated with a fist 
pump. At right, a group of friends, 
some of them since grammar school, 
posed for a victory photo.
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endorses political events,
even without distancing
n Constitution gives a pass to 
protests during lockdown, DA says

By KELLY NIX

THE DIRECTOR of the Monterey County Health 
Department Wednesday gave a surprising endorsement 
to public protests, even though her county health officer 
hours earlier warned that social gatherings are leading to 
an increase of Covid-19 cases in the county. 

Public officials also supported and welcomed the pro-
tests, pointing out the First Amendment trumps any re-
strictions on public gatherings imposed by state and coun-
ty shelter-in-place orders.

A large group outside Seaside City Hall Tuesday protesting the 
killing of George Floyd. Social distancing during public demon-
strations is nearly impossible and is rarely even attempted.
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