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Moreno: Migrant 
workers could be 
cause of virus spike
n Says protests will mean more infections

By KELLY NIX

FARMWORKERS AND others in the agricultural 
industry who have been arriving in Salinas and the Sali-
nas Valley for the summer season could be the reason for 
the recent rise of coronavirus infections here, the county 
health officer said this week. 

Dr. Ed Moreno also told reporters this week that public 
protests in the county over the death of a Minneapolis man 
— events his county health director and other department 
leaders supported — will also probably mean more infec-
tions among residents. 

And the health department Monday reported the 11th 
death in the county from the virus — a 62-year-old His-
panic man who died in Salinas June 7.

Harvesting Covid
Like last week, coronavirus cases in the Salinas Val-

ley and South County continued their upward trend, and 
Moreno said Monday that the summer season, which 
brings about 25,000 farmworkers and others in the agricul-

“It’s sad on a lot of levels,” Rerig told The Pine Cone. 
“Our business district is hurting, and that reflects on the 
income that we receive, and that’s resulted in a very lean 
budget. It’s forced my hand to make the extremely unfor-
tunate recommendation” to fire more than a half-dozen 
employees to save money.

Salaries and benefits account for nearly half of the an-
nual expenses but are budgeted at $2 million less than what 
was allocated in the 2019-2020 fiscal year. Rerig asked the 

Budget includes deep cuts, layoffs, use of savings 
By MARY SCHLEY

WITH REVENUES expected to total just under 
$18.7 million in the 2020-2021 fiscal year — compared 
with the $24.3 million that was expected during the cur-
rent year — and expenses at just over $19.7 million even 
with major cuts, the city will have to use more than $1 
million in savings from prior years in order to balance the 
budget next year. 

The proposed spending plan was released June 3 and is 
set to be voted on by the city council at a special meeting 
June 16.

While city administrator Chip Rerig initially anticipat-
ing having to lay off as many as 17 employees, the budget 
calls for laying off two recently hired maintenance work-
ers, the public works administrative coordinator, two li-
brary assistants, the community services assistant and the 
public works project manager. It also freezes a number of 
vacancies in various departments.

See BUDGET page 13A

Gyms face litany 
of rules for reopeninG 
n Treadmills 6 feet apart?

By KELLY NIX

GYMS AND fitness centers can reopen, but the state 
is requiring them to follow a host of new Covid-19 rules 
and recommendations, including instituting 24-hour ad-
vanced reservations for anyone who wants to work out. 

The state has given gyms the OK to open doors June 12 
as part of Stage 3 of the reopening, but its Covid-19 guid-
ance for fitness facilities is involved and, at times, strange. 
Among them is that people mask up while exercising.

Lots of cleaning
“It is highly recommended that patrons wear face cov-

erings when entering and leaving the facility and should 
consider wearing them during workouts,” according to the 
state department of public health. 

While the state notes that “considerations should be 
made for members who are unable or unwilling to wear 
a face covering,” it does not mention that face masks also 
impede air flow, making it difficult for gym-goers doing 
aerobic exercises.

The Monterey Sports Center, which has been closed 
since the shutdown in March, is planning for a “soft re-
opening” later this month and a formal reopening in July, 

See HOTELS page 16A

Hotels get ready for 
leisure travelers Friday

By MARY SCHLEY

AS SOON as Gov. Gavin Newsom announced the lift-
ing of restrictions on traveling for fun, hotel reservations 
jumped. And, like many other industries, operators had 
spent weeks planning for the moment when they would be 
able to welcome all kinds of guests again — which turns 
out to be June 12.

“We’ve already got bookings — this weekend is going 
to be busy,” said Carrie Theis, a city council member and 
owner of the Hofsas House, which has been in her fam-
ily for more than seven decades. Many repeat customers 
reached out as soon as they learned the travel ban was be-
ing lifted.

‘The longest three months’
Reservations are also strong at La Playa, according to 

Mary Crowe, a Carmel resident who oversees that hotel 
and other properties for Arizona-based Classic Hotels.

“They’ve been calling for weeks,” she said.
“I have said this from day one: Carmel will be the first 

to recover,” commented Janine Chicourrat, general man-
ager of the Portola Hotel in Monterey and wife of Mayor 
Dave Potter.

But nothing can make up for the nearly three months 
since the county and state banned everything but “essen-
tial” travel, not to mention future losses due to cancella-
tions of the Bach Festival, most Concours Week events and 
other major events, and people’s reluctance to fly.

“It’s been the longest three months of my life,” said 
Theis. “I’m definitely going to send an email letting peo-
ple know we are open for leisure travelers. We’re still get-
ting a lot of cancellations from our European travelers, so 
hopefully we’re going to make it up with the drive market.”

Crowe said La Playa has been hit hard by group can-
cellations, like weddings and conferences. “How do you 
socially distance people at a wedding?” she asked.

‘Among the last’
While Theis has kept her hotel open to serve the few 

guests who were traveling for essential reasons, and La 
Playa is reopening Friday, Chicourrat said she’ll keep the 
Portola closed until next month.

“We’ll probably be among the last to open, because 
we’re the second largest hotel on the Peninsula, and unless 

See VIRUS page 14A

See GYMS page 15A

BiG sur traGedies; excitement aBout reopeninG 

The avalanche of news continued this 
week around the Monterey Peninsula. 
(Clockwise from above) Linda Hanson 
models a mask cleverly adorned with 
artwork created by a painter and 
downtown gallery owner (see story 
below). A helicopter arrives on scene 
after a car went over a cliff in Big Sur  
(see page 6A). And Sunset Center’s 
North parking lot is transformed into 
a drive-in movie theater for a series 
of eight Hollywood screenings (see 
page 7A).

PHOTOS/COURTESY ERIN HANSON, 
BIG SUR FIRE AND SUNSET CENTER

Artist turns paintings 
into face masks

By CHRIS COUNTS

OFFERING A new twist on functional art, a painter 
who recently opened a gallery downtown just unveiled a 
series of face masks adorned with colorful local scenes.

“We sold 300 masks the first day we released them, 
and they have been selling steadily ever since,” said Erin 
Hanson, who opened a gallery in November on San Carlos 
between Fifth and Sixth.

Selling for $15 each on her website, the masks, at least 
for now, are being given away to those who visit the gal-
lery.

The masks not only show off Hanson’s striking paint-
ings, but offer at least a line of defense against the spread 
of coronavirus. “Our collectors and fans love being able 
to wear something aesthetic that shows off their love of 
color and nature, while still protecting themselves when 
they go outside,” the painter and gallery owner told The 

See ARTIST page 13A


