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1 just before 2 p.m.
By the following morning, what was being called the 

Ridge Fire had scorched about 83 acres and was about 30 
percent contained, although fire officials were confident 
they had it under control. 

Big Sur Fire Chief Matt Harris, whose volunteers were 
first on scene, told The Pine Cone he surveyed the perim-
eter of the fire and agreed with the assessment. “I walked 

Hot, dry conditions elevate fire risk in Big Sur

n Blaze near Gorda quickly contained

By CHRIS COUNTS

NOT FAR from where a camper was suspected of 
starting a wildfire June 4 along Plaskett Ridge Road in Big 
Sur, another blaze broke out Wednesday — this time under 
the hot and very dry conditions that are ideal for a fire to 
get out of control.

The incident happened about 3 miles east of Highway See FIRE page 20A

Restaurants get 
OK to serve 
alcohol outdoors

By MARY SCHLEY

RESTAURANTS THAT got permits to set up tables 
on sidewalks and in parking spaces can now serve alcohol, 
the city council decided Tuesday, but they have to comply 
with several new rules, and a group of city officials walked 
through town the following afternoon to give feedback to 
restaurants about the changes they need to make.

“I want to praise the restaurateurs who stepped up and 
did a very handsome job and invested some money,” in 
their seating areas, especially those in parking spaces, 
said city administrator Chip Rerig, who started allowing 
outdoor dining in public areas a few weeks ago under the 
authority given to him by the city’s declaration of a health 
emergency due to the coronavirus pandemic. “And I want 
to gently admonish the folks who brought their house-
plants and put them in the street as a valid barrier to protect 
their seated customers. That’s not acceptable.”

At the June 16 meeting, acting planning director Mar-
nie Waffle sought feedback on how the parklets, which are 

Shelter-in-place upSide: petS find homeS or keep them

By MARY SCHLEY

PEOPLE WHO have had a lot of 
time on their hands since the Monte-
rey County health officer shut almost 
everything down three months ago due 
to coronavirus have turned to the com-
panionship of pets, according to Beth 
Brookhouser of the SPCA for Monte-
rey County, and others are holding onto 
animals they might have otherwise put 
up for adoption.

Since shelter in place began, more 
than 430 pets have found new homes, 
and while that’s fewer than during the 
same period a year ago, she said, “we 
also have fewer animals available for 
adoption, as more people are keeping 
their pets.”

So far, fewer than two dozen of the 
animals adopted from the SPCA in the 
past few months have been returned, 
and most of them have since found new 
homes, Brookhouser added.

“We currently have 31 pets available 
for adoption, including horses, chick-
ens, pigs, dogs, cats and kittens, with 

more becoming available for adoption 
every day,” she said last week. “If peo-
ple want to adopt, we encourage them 
to visit www.spcamc.org or sign up for 
our Pet Alert Program, where they can 
receive text or email alerts when a spe-
cific pet is available for adoption.”

Outpouring of love
Whenever the shelter makes a pet 

available for adoption — especially 
of the feline or canine variety — staff 
receive “dozens, if not hundreds, of in-
quiries.”

“The outpouring of love from our 
community has been amazing, and we 
really appreciate everyone’s patience 
and understanding as we moved to an 
adoptions by appointment system,” she 
said.

Brookhouser speculated people 
have been more inclined to adopt or 
foster pets because they are at home 
more. “While it is a difficult time in 
countless ways, it’s also a perfect time Fostering tiny puppies and kittens has 

been a critical mission for the SPCA 
during the coronavirus shutdown. 
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due to pent-up demand, and perhaps because the custom-
ers who typically patronize his stores were less financially 
impacted by the shutdown.

“I’m very positive about bouncing back,” he said Mon-
day. “We have fewer customers coming through the door, 

Businesses see revenues tank during shutdown
By MARY SCHLEY

NEARLY 40 percent of Monterey County businesses 
lost 100 percent of their income during the coronavirus 
shutdown, according to a study conducted by the county’s 
office of emergency services.

The average percentage of revenues lost since the coun-
ty health officer imposed a shelter-in-place order in mid-
March, based on responses from 715 businesses partici-
pating in the survey, was 75 percent, emergency services 
official Luna Mohammad, said this week.

Thirty-six percent of them reported losing more than 
$50,000, while 2 percent showed losses between $500,001 
and $1,000,000, and 2 percent were down more than $1 
million, the survey results show.

With the catastrophic drop in income came layoffs. 
More than half of the Monterey County businesses that 
responded said they laid off workers, and more than 60 
percent of them cut employees’ hours by an average of 28 
hours per week.

Of those that had responded as of June 16, three-quar-
ters are in the coastal area of Monterey County, with the 
bulk of them in Monterey, Pacific Grove, Carmel Valley 
and Carmel.

Big numbers
Todd Tice, owner of The Club and two other high-end 

clothing stores in downtown Carmel-by-the-Sea, can re-
late. He started seeing business slow in February as news 
of the coronavirus spread across the globe, followed by 
its grinding to a halt when the county’s shelter order took 
effect March 18.

“From Feb. 1 through Sunday, we are down just over 
$750,000” in sales, Tice said this week. 

His stores were closed for 71 days before he started 
welcoming customers again late last month as the county 
relaxed its restrictions on retail.

Since then, he has seen some promising sales, perhaps 

See REVENUES page 14A

The flaming skeleton of a tree (left) is one of the remnants of Wednesday’s Ridge Fire, burned more than 80 acres in Big Sur. After being 
aggressively attacked from the air (right), by Thursday it was 30 percent contained and officials said they’d soon have it under control.
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LeTowt, DA settle 
fight over Tuck Box

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER BEING charged with three misdemeanors 
for illegally serving customers at his Tuck Box restaurant 
during the shutdown — and being hit with a restraining 
order when he refused to stop — Jeff LeTowt agreed to 
a settlement of the civil and criminal cases filed by the 
Monterey County District Attorney’s Office, and a judge 
finalized the agreement last week.

According to the settlement signed by Superior Court 
Judge Lydia Villarreal June 12, LeTowt must follow all 

See TUCK BOX page 19A

See ALCOHOL page 18A

See PETS page 21A
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