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n Hospitals treating dozens of 
Covid-19 patients 

By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY COUNTY was added Thursday to the 
state Department of Public Health’s “watch list” of coun-
ties that have exceeded Covid-19 thresholds for business 
reopenings, and it faces the risk of having to re-close its 
bars and dine-in restaurants, wineries and tasting rooms, 
and other sectors in an effort to slow the infection rate. 

The county, the watch list says, is “experiencing elevat-
ed disease transmission” caused by community transmis-
sion as more people leave their homes for work and ser-
vices, and “workplace transmission followed by household 
transmission.” 

Meanwhile, the county is seeing a peak in the number 
of hospitalized virus patients, with 35 people being treated 
as of Thursday, down one from Wednesday. 

Monterey County’s addition to the state watch list fol-
lowed health officer Ed Moreno’s news Monday that the 
county, for “at least a week,” had exceeded the 14-day cu-
mulative number of cases per 100,000 people. That num-
ber was 28.6 when the county submitted its attestation 

the best option,” Dellis said.
Instead, she said, the purpose of the survey was to find 

out what sort of hybrid or distance-teaching models par-
ents would prefer, even though some parents consider the 
whole idea “an abject failure.”

Having to immediately adapt to new modes of teach-
ing and learning when shelter orders shut schools down 

CUSD superintendent promises reopening plan 
By MARY SCHLEY

A PLAN for bringing kids and teachers back to Car-
mel Unified schools in the fall is set to be discussed at a 
special school board meeting July 15, acting superinten-
dent Trisha Dellis said at a town hall meeting last Thursday 
night that was viewed by hundreds of parents. A week after 
that, the board will vote on the plan.

The announcement came amid an outcry from parents 
after a poll sent out by the district did not include full-time 
in-classroom teaching as an option in the fall, and one of 
them started a petition that now has nearly 900 signatures.

‘Set off a firestorm’
During the town hall, Dellis acknowledged that the sur-

vey “set off a firestorm,” but said the only reason full-time 
in-classroom learning wasn’t listed on the survey was that 
everybody already knows that would be the preferred op-
tion.

 “We did not put the full-time option on the survey, be-
cause that’s what we want to do, and that was something 
we didn’t feel should be called out because of course that’s See SCHOOLS page 19A

See VIRUS page 18A

Some businesses may have to close again as cases exceed threshold 

The sudden increase in coronavirus 
patients at county hospitals is bringing 
new challenges to their medical staffs, 
as these photos of nurses at Salinas 
Valley Memorial illustrate. (Above) 
Yesenia Fowler wears full PPE gear 
so she can enter a Covid-19 pa-
tient’s room. (Top right) Fowler and 
nurse Claudia Quirarte prepare to en-
ter a negative pressure isolation room 
at the hospital. (Right) Registered 
nurses Maria Rodriguez, Anna Linn, 
and Crystal Uribe reviewing the care 
plan for a coronavirus-positive patient.
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Big Sur woman faceS long road to recovery after head-on highway 1 craSh

By CHRIS COUNTS

A CAR accident caused by an 
impatient driver has left a Big Sur 
woman, Heather Caylor, hospital-
ized with serious injuries.

The accident happened along 
Highway 1 south of the Carmel 
Highlands Friday just after 9 p.m. 
Caylor was driving a 2005 Mercedes 
southbound when a northbound mo-
torist, Marcos Daniel Lopez of Sa-
linas, who was driving a 2016 Kia 
Forte, tried to pass at least one car 
across a double-yellow line and hit 
her head-on.

Caylor’s car was damaged so bad-
ly that rescuers had to use the jaws of 
life to get her out of it.

“She was taken by ambulance to 

the Natividad Hospital Trauma unit 
and underwent surgery on Saturday,” 
her mother, Barbara Cox of Big Sur, 
told The Pine Cone. “She had a par-
tially collapsed lung, which resolved 
itself, a slight tibia fracture on her 
left leg, eight fractured ribs on her 
right side, a deep laceration on her 
right knee, two broken bones in her 
right heel, and a dislocated ankle 
which caused an arterial blockage 
causing reduced blood flow to her 
foot.” 

California Highway Patrol 
spokeswoman Jessica Madueno re-
ported that both drivers suffered ma-
jor injuries, along with a passenger 
in Lopez’s car. The cause of the acci- Heather Caylor of Big Sur, who works as a 

manicurist in Carmel, remains hospitalized af-
ter Friday’s collision along Highway 1.See CRASH page 17A

The scene of Friday night’s car crash in Big Sur, which sent three 
people to the hospital. 
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With holiday looming, 
beach closures pile up

By CHRIS COUNTS

IN A coordinated effort to slow the spread of corona-
virus over what promises to be a very busy Independence 
Day weekend, city and state beaches around the Monterey 
Peninsula will be closed July 3-5. 

County spokeswoman Maia Carroll called the move 
“extraordinary” and said it was done by the cities of Car-
mel, Pacific Grove and Monterey, the Pebble Beach Com-
pany and California State Parks in response to anticipated 
crowds. 

“Crowding is a danger and can increase the spread of 
coronavirus both in the local community and for people 
coming to visit and then returning to their communities,” 
Carroll said.

City-owned beaches will be closed in Carmel, along 
with the Del Mar parking lot at the bottom of Ocean Av-
enue. 

“We’ve worked really hard at keeping our beaches 
open,” city administrator Chip Rerig told The Pine Cone. 
“It’s part of the public trust. But with the three-day week-
end, we didn’t think we could keep visitors safe with our 
limited staffing.” 

In Pacific Grove, Lovers Point Park and turnouts along 
Ocean View Boulevard will also be closed. A small beach 
west of Lovers Point will remain open only so surfers, div-

See BEACHES page 15A

A lawsuit accuses CUSD of illegally 
barring public comment during online 
meetings. See page 7A.

in mid-March amounted to a “crisis” for teachers and stu-
dents, she acknowledged, but gains have been made since 
then in terms of technology, technique and standards. If a 
shelter order is still in place when school starts — “which 
is quite likely,” Dellis said — teachers will be ready, and 


