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Pine Cone readers LOVE their pets — and we have 
the stories and features to prove it ... inside this week!

Nature puts on show in sky and backyards

Comet Neowise (left) has been wowing late-night stargazers in the northwest 
sky, including this view from Ribera Road taken Saturday. And a young black 
bear was seen passing through several neighborhoods last week, and even 
took a detour into a backyard in Monterey (above).
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Sewage tests show 
coronavirus spikes 
n Holiday crowds brought it 

By CHRIS COUNTS

ONE WAY to detect how much coronavirus is present 
in a community is to test the wastewater, and officials from 
the Carmel Area Wastewater District said they noticed a 
spike in the presence of the virus in local sewage after re-
cent holiday weekends — suggesting that visitors brought 
the virus with them.

“It’s very interesting,” CAWD general manager Barba-
ra Buikema told The Pine Cone. “We see an impact on hol-
iday weekends. You can see a spike after Memorial Day.”

The sewage plant reported July 5 that a concentration 
of more than 90,000 particles of coronavirus were found 
in each liter of sewage — a count that fell to only 17,000 
one week later.

At the beginning of each week, an automated system at 
the facility takes water samples over a 24-hour period. The 
samples are sent to a lab, where they are analyzed. 

The facility plans to keep up the testing for at least six 
months. It is one of about 400 around the country work-
ing weekly with a company called Biobot Analytics to test 
sewage for coronavirus.

Public health officials said testing for coronavirus in 

Bad week in county
as epidemic worsens

By KELLY NIX

THE SURGE of coronavirus cases in Monterey Coun-
ty has continued to accelerate, with daily records for new 
cases set on Wednesday and Thursday and four new fatal-
ities this week, including a 67-year-old man from Green-
field.

According to Dr. Ed Moreno, the county’s health of-
ficer, the growth of cases makes it inevitable that Monte-
rey County will stay on the state’s “watch list” for several 
months, which not only means restaurants will have to 
keep indoor dining rooms closed, it means schools won’t 
be able to reopen.

“I can’t see that there is a potential for a trend down-
ward to get us off the monitoring list” soon, Moreno said 
at a news conference Monday.

The county, he said, is among more than 30 that 
continue to exceed state guidelines, including the 14-
day cumulative number of cases per 100,000 peo-
ple, a figure that was 28.6 when the county was given

week from Carmel Valley to Marina.
The young adult black bear generated a buzz when lo-

cals who saw it passing through their neighborhoods  post-
ed online video and photos.

The bear was first spotted at San Clemente Rancho in 
Carmel Valley. “He started off here on Wednesday,” owner 
Bruce Dormody reported. 

Dormody’s security camera captured footage of the 
bear as it strolled along a trail near his home. He described 
the bear “as a young guy, with jet black hair and a brown 
nose.”

The next day, he was spotted ambling along Robinson 
Canyon Road.

A woman reported the bear was seen on a trail at Palo 

n Comet in NW sky; bear tours county

By CHRIS COUNTS

The brightest comet visible in the Northern Hemi-
sphere in more than two decades made its closet approach 
to Earth Tuesday and can be spotted this weekend (if you 
can find a clear sky) just below the Big Dipper, according 
to ace comet photographer Michael Troutman, who has 
been chasing the celestial object on clear nights for the 
past two weeks. 

“It has a nucleus three miles wide and the tail is more 
than a million miles long,” Troutman observed, “and it 
won’t be back for 6,766 years.” 

No long lens was required to photograph a black bear 
with a serious case of wanderlust that went on a ramble last See NATURE page 18A

daily, office hours, and ongoing feedback to parents and 
students regarding their performance.

At the high school, “course work will be consistent 
with the same standards-based curriculum as in an onsite 
setting,” and each 90-minute class will have at least 30 
minutes of live instruction, while Carmel Valley High will 
have three one-hour classes each morning.

Wednesday’s presentation also included detailed plans 
for hybrid teaching, with two groups of students alternat-
ing between the classroom and learning at home on a daily 
and weekly basis, and in-classroom teaching — both with 

School board oKS planS for remote teaching 
By MARY SCHLEY

WITH THE revelation this week that public and 
private schools in Monterey County won’t be allowed to 
reopen anytime soon, the Carmel Unified School District 
board of education didn’t have much choice but to OK a 
plan Wednesday calling for districtwide remote learning.

At the July 22 board meeting, interim superintendent 
Trisha Dellis and her staff went into detail about how they 
will handle distance teaching, as well as other scenarios 
once kids and teachers are allowed to be in the same rooms 
at the same time.

Learning at home
Unlike the spring, when teachers and students were 

suddenly thrust into distance learning, school administra-
tors assured the board and parents they will be ready to 
offer organized online teaching sessions, combined with 
one-on-one discussions, pre-recorded videos and other 
tools and methods, when school starts in a few weeks.

According to the plan presented July 22, the young-
est kids will have pre-recorded video lessons and receive 
interactive learning materials “to practice, work and play 
through the skills and themes of the video lessons.” They’ll 
also have small Zoom sessions with other kids once a 
week.

Elementary schools will have structured weekly and 
daily schedules focusing on core academics and other 
subjects, and Captain Cooper kids will have access to the 
River and Tularcitos classes, too. Teachers will use “re-
search-based distance learning best practices” and com-
mon online platforms, and will take daily attendance to 
assure their kids are tuned in. They’ll use instructional 
videos for lessons and have daily small group tutorial ses-
sions.

Carmel Middle will follow similar practices, with struc-
tured schedules, attendance, live interaction with teachers 

See SCHOOLS page 19A

fractions, similar to a minor traffic violation.
The ordinance “will allow people that I deputize to is-

sue citations for not wearing masks and to restaurateurs 
who are not following the conditions of approval under 
which the encroachment permit was issued,” Rerig told 
The Pine Cone Tuesday.

$100 to $1,000
In addition to code enforcement officer Bo Grunde, 

who has spent considerable time trying to bring restau-
rants into compliance, Rerig said he and some other mem-
bers of the executive team might have the power to write 
citations. He’s planning to confer with Police Chief Paul 
Tomasi on that and pointed out police officers have that 
authority, too, of course.

While the first citation would be for $100, repeat tick-
ets would increase to $200, $500 and then $1,000, which 
would constitute a misdemeanor. Rerig said he has also 

City to start citing mask, restaurant violators
By MARY SCHLEY

‘STOP! OR I’ll yell ‘Stop!’ again,” goes the joke. 
After repeatedly asking restaurateurs to follow the 

rules for outdoor dining, with only partial effectiveness, 
officials are hoping the ability to write them $100 tickets 
might bring about more cooperation. 

City administrator Chip Rerig said he’ll ask the city 
council next month to approve an emergency ordinance 
giving them that power. 

Besides being used to enforce rules limiting the num-
ber of chairs in outdoor seating areas and requiring pro-
pane heaters and umbrellas to be put away at night, the 
new law would also allow city officials to issue the $100 
“administrative” citations to people who refuse to wear 
masks while in public.

Unlike citations for violating the county health officer’s 
order, which are misdemeanors that require written reports 
from police officers and are left to the district attorney’s 
office to prosecute, administrative citations would be in- See CITATIONS page 23A

See WEEK page 21A

See SEWAGE page 17A


