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Stories of women who lead with
creativity, strength and passion ... inside this week!WOMEN IN BUSINESS

L O C A L  W O M E N  —  R E A L  S U C C E S S

Doris Day’s Carmel Valley home is both private and easily accessible 
and offers sweeping views to the east. 

The picturesque main home includes many accommodations for 
pets, and proceeds from its sale will go to Day’s animal foundation.
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By CHRIS COUNTS

WHILE THE public may have thought of Doris 
Day as the girl next door, her longtime home in Carm-
el Valley was always cloaked in mystery. But now her 
house is on the market for the first time, and it’s one 
of the most unusual homes in the Monterey Peninsula.

When the residence does sell — it’s listed for $7.4 
million — all proceeds will be given to the charity Day 
founded and dedicated her later life to, the Doris Day 
Animal Foundation.

“It always had been her desire to have all her assets 
and belongings sold to support the foundation,” board 
member Bob Bashara told The Pine Cone. “The foun-
dation was her focus for her last 40 years.”

Located at 6730 Carmel Valley Road and buffered 
from the road by a gatehouse and shaded by majestic 

Perfect for pet lovers, Doris Day’s home hits the market for $7.4 million

See DAY page 19A

(CLockwise from top left) 
A condor whose usual 
scavenging area was 
burned in the Dolan Fire 
rests on a rock near Coast 
Gallery. Firefighters mop up 
hot spots along Highway 
1 not far from the New 
Calmaldoli Hermitage. And 
all that remains of some of 
the homes in Cachagua 
after the Carmel Fire is an 
unrecognizable pile of 
twisted rubble.
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Cachagua starts to rebuild as weather raises new concerns in Big Sur
n Man whose house burned down 
in 2016 offers advice for recent victims

By MARY SCHLEY

WITHIN DAYS of losing his house in the Carmel 
Fire, Sky Ranch resident Jason Rodda was talking about 
rebuilding. After all, he’d built the home himself a few de-
cades ago — as well as his parents’ house up the street — 
and losing everything wasn’t going to stop him.

Not far away in Trampa Canyon, Dan Malone and his 
longtime partner lost their house, too, in the blaze that con-
sumed more than 6,900 acres and destroyed 73 buildings 
from the time it started the afternoon of Aug. 18 to when it 
was contained last week. But he’s not sure whether they’ll 
rebuild or move.

‘Most devastating thing’
Either way, warned Jerry Forbes, whose house burned 

down in the Soberanes Fire four years ago, they should be 
prepared to hit walls along the way and should talk about 
their losses with the people who care about them. Forbes 
and his wife, Helen, owners of Morrill & Forbes Chimney 
Sweeps, were finally able to return to their rebuilt house 
in June 2019.

“The feeling for us first was shock. We were in touch 
with people who said our house was still there,” Forbes 
recalled. “Then the next thing you know, it’s gone.”

He thinks having your house burn down would have to 
come in second only to losing a child, he said, recalling 
the pain they felt when they were finally let back into Palo 
Colorado Canyon, only to find nothing left.

“It was the most devastating thing I have ever expe-

See REBUILD page 28A

n Condor chick survives, new 
evacuations ordered

By CHRIS COUNTS

AS FIREFIGHTERS battled the Dolan Fire this 
week, and some residents on the southern edge fled their 
homes in response to a new evacuation order, the Venta-
na Wildlife Society delivered the unexpected good news 
Thursday that Iniko, a condor chick feared lost in the fire, 
was found safe.

“We were not optimistic as we hiked through the fire’s 
devastation,” VWS condor researcher Joe Burnett report-
ed. “To find Iniko alive and well is simply a miracle.”

The subject of the VWS nest cam, Iniko is somewhat 
of an internet celebrity. Only 5 months old, the bird is too 
young to fly. A widely circulated video posted last week 
shows a terrifying view from the nest cam as the fire ap-
proaches and the feed cuts out.

The search for more condors continues. The VWA re-

See FIRE page 15A

and other metrics are improving, and she shared some 
graphs to demonstrate it. 

Virus stats improVe, but not enough for state 
By KELLY NIX

DAYS AFTER Gov. Gavin Newsom announced strict 
new requirements to allow businesses to start reopening, a 
Monterey County health official said things are beginning 
to look up in this county.

On Aug. 28, Newsom rolled out new guidelines the 
state will use to determine when counties can reopen. In-
stead of the previous, two-tiered “watch list,” counties will 
have to move through four color-coded categories based 
on their number of coronavirus cases and testing positivity 
rate. Monterey County, along with about two-thirds of the 
state, is categorized purple — the worst of the four cate-
gories.

Newsom predicted that the virus will be here for “a 
long time,” and that California residents will have to adapt 
to the new guidelines, which he said could be here for an 
“extended period.”

But assistant director of public health Kristy Michie 
told the Monterey County Board of Supervisors Tuesday 
that coronavirus hospitalizations in the county are down 

See VIRUS page 21A

Deetjen’s closes doors
By CHRIS COUNTS

A LANDMARK along Highway 1, Deetjen’s Big Sur 
Inn has closed, according to its CEO Orrin Hein. Whether 
the closing is permanent or temporary is unknown.

Hein said the inn was operated by a nonprofit, Deetjen’s 
Big Sur Inn Preservation Inc., which leased the land from 
another nonprofit. The owner decided not to renew the op-
erating group’s lease, Hein said.

What this means for the inn’s future is uncertain, but 
it could spell the end of a rustic era at the famed getaway.

See DEETJEN’S page 19A


