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Animal cruelty charge Potter re-elected; Richards, Ferlito on council
while Richards got 819, Robertson received 611, and Masurged for arsonist
soudi won 504.
By MARY SCHLEY

By CHRIS COUNTS

A

LREADY IN a heap of trouble for allegedly starting the Dolan Fire in Big Sur — which has burned nearly
125,000 acres, destroyed 14 homes and injured 19 firefighters — Ivan Geronimo Gomez of Fresno could face
even more jail time if a high-profile animal rights group
gets its way.
Gomez had his first hearing in court Aug. 20, when he
pled not guilty to arson. But PETA — which stands for
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, and whose
aggressive methods have caused controversy — urged
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni to
charge the 31-year-old Gomez with cruelty to animals.

I

NCUMBENT MAYOR Dave Potter won in a decisive
victory over challenger Judy Refuerzo in the Nov. 3 election, while incumbent councilman Bobby Richards and
newcomer Karen Ferlito beat challengers Graeme Robertson and Mo Massoudi.
According to numbers released by the Monterey County elections department late Tuesday night, Potter’s votes
totaled 1,303, or 73.62 percent, while Refuerzo brought
in 467. Ferlito garnered the most council votes, with 918,

“I am pleased by the margin we won by and the community response,” Potter said. “People realize that these
are very unusual times, and they want experienced leadership. I do think that was the big difference.”
Potter said he’s ready to get back to work on parklets,
since it seems they’ll be around awhile and must be reinforced against bad weather, and he wants to pursue his idea
See COUNCIL page 18A

‘Terror, suffering’
According to Sarah Deffinger of PETA, because of Gomez’s actions, “wild animals faced terror, suffering, and
prolonged, agonizing deaths.” She noted that nine critically endangered condors were killed in the blaze. “The suffering endured by animals in this fire must not be ignored,”
Deffinger wrote.
Currently, Gomez faces charges for aggravated arson,
arson of a structure or a forest, arson causing great bodily
injury, growing marijuana without a permit and throwing
rocks at firefighters.
But Deffinger said Gomez should face stiffer charges
See CRUELTY page 16A

Pastor unveils plans

Councilman Bobby Richards and Mayor Dave Potter handily won
reelection Tuesday — which was also Potter’s birthday — and celebrated that evening, while Karen Ferlito, who was also elected to
the council, got in some last-minute campaigning at the post office
over the weekend.

for two big projects
By MARY SCHLEY

A DOZEN apartments and 17 shops will be built at

“the pit” at Dolores and Fifth in a complex that’s split between Mediterranean and Tudor styles, while a new Mediterranean-style development on three lots on Dolores
Street south of Seventh will contain eight new apartments
and 10 retail spaces, according to presentations given
Monday by Chris Mitchell, who’s running Patrice Pastor’s
local real estate development company, Esperanza Carmel
LLC. All of the apartments would be long-term rentals of
at least 12 months.
The Monaco businessman has purchased nearly a
dozen properties here during the past five years — most
recently a duplex on Seventh Avenue, for which he paid
$1.24 million shortly after the pandemic shutdown began
in mid-March, and two lots south of Seventh & Dolores
Steakhouse, which he bought for $4 million in late June.
Monaco, London and Carmel
Pastor, great-grandson of the founder of construction
company J.B. Pastor & Fils, has run the family business
— which now focuses on real estate development — since
1995, overseeing more than 100 luxury real estate development projects in Monaco and London. At the Nov. 2
meeting, Mitchell said they will adopt the same long-term

New water board members favor Cal Am takeover
By KELLY NIX

T

HE GROUP advocating for the government takeover of California American Water got its wish Tuesday
when voters elected the two candidates it endorsed for the
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District board of
directors.
Karen Paull defeated Rudy Fischer for the Division

Another desal permit application has been filed
with the coastal commission. See page 10A.
4 seat, which includes Pacific Grove and Pebble Beach,
while Amy Anderson ousted incumbent Gary Hoffmann to
represent Division 5, which includes Carmel and Carmel
Valley. Public Water Now backed Paull and Anderson.
Paull received 5,249 votes (58.52 percent) to Fischer’s
3,720 (41.48 percent). Anderson got 6,255 votes (67.88
percent) to Hoffmann’s 2,960 (32.12 percent).
Public Water Now was behind a successful November
2018 ballot measure that called for the water district to use

See PROJECTS page 14A

Democrats sweep
in Monterey County

eminent domain, if necessary, to acquire the utility’s operations if the move is found to be cost effective. Cal Am has
repeatedly said it’s not for sale.
“We look forward to having leadership that is willing to
move ahead on the buyout of Cal Am, and on the approval
of the Pure Water Monterey expansion,” Public Water Now
director Melodie Chrislock said in a statement to the press
Wednesday.
‘Economically feasible’
A consultant determined late last year that a public buyout of Cal Am was economical feasible, but five members
of the water district board must OK the move. The election
of Paull and Anderson makes that possible, considering a
majority of the board is in favor of a Cal Am takeover.
A preliminary valuation report in November 2019 estimated Cal Am’s Monterey water system to be worth more
than $513 million, a figure about half of Cal Am’s own
estimate of $1 billion, but far more than the $225 million
Public Water Now had originally estimated.

Panetta bill expands right
to ‘full military honors’

n But voters don’t like Props 16 and 20
By KELLY NIX

D

RENDERING/WALD, RUHNKE & DOST

A rendering shows a developer’s “vision” for a new complex at
Dolores and Fifth, where “the pit” is now, and he wants to build
south of Seventh, too.

EMOCRATIC CONGRESSMAN Jimmy Panetta
handily won his bid for a third term against challenger Jeff
Gorman, former chair of the Monterey County Republican
Party, while Democratic candidates for state senate and assembly also cleaned house in Tuesday’s election.
Republican candidates don’t often fare well in Monterey County, a Democratic stronghold. Gorman was no

See SWEEP page 21A

PHOTO/COURTESY REP. JIMMY PANETTA

Rep. Jimmy Panetta attended this elaborate ceremony last
week at Arlington National Cemetery for a U.S. Army medic
who lost his battle with cancer in May. See page 8A.
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