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Are your finances ready for 2021? We look at taxes, 
health savings and more ... inside this week!

Loved by many and highly accomplished in the world of 
horticulture, the late Shirley Meneice will be honored with a 
plaque in the Harrison Memorial Library garden, where she 
shared her wisdom and skill as a longtime member of the 
garden club. See the story on page 9A.

Forever remembered

In June 2019, the planning commission approved Mei’s 
plans for a two-story, 1,800-square-foot home on a vacant 
lot on Santa Rita south of Fifth. The property had four 
pines, three cypress and an oak, none of which was slated 
for removal to make way for the house, and the conditions 

Home plans OK’d after applicant takes thrashing
By MARY SCHLEY

THE SANTA Rita Street property owner who was 
fined more than $50,000 in January for damaging trees 
during excavation of her lot had to go back to the planning 
commission this week for another look at her building 
plans, which essentially remain unchanged from the ver-
sion approved by commissioners last year.

The commission again OK’d owner Con-
nie Mei’s proposed house at their Nov. 10 
meeting, but not before her neighbors and 
the chair of the commission excoriated 
her for the damage, and some accused her 
of killing the trees — a 32-inch-diameter 
Monterey pine, a 34-inch-diameter Mon-
terey cypress, and a 4-foot-diameter Mon-
terey pine — on purpose. Commissioners 
also decided to require Mei, who was work-
ing on the project as owner-builder, to hire 
a local licensed general contractor instead.

‘No sympathy’
“There’s no sympathy here. This was just 

gross negligence, and it required a mone-
tary penalty — a big one,” chairman Mi-
chael LePage commented. “This just can’t 
happen, and if it does happen, you’re going 
to pay a big price. At the very least, the ap-
plicant has forfeited her right to act as own-
er-builder. There needs to be a qualified lo-
cal contractor who takes over this project.”

Marina leery of 
Cal Am’s retooled 
desal proposal

By KELLY NIX

CAL AM announced last week it had offered the City 
of Marina several concessions in exchange for letting 
wells and other infrastructure for the company’s proposed 
desalination plant be built within the city limits. 

But comments from Marina’s mayor and a council 
member suggest the city has no interest in allowing the 
current desal project to be built — no matter what the ben-
efits to the city may be.

Marina’s opposition to California American Water’s 
desal project led the state’s coastal commission to recom-
mend in August, for the second time, that it not be ap-
proved. But last week, Cal Am announced it had refiled 
its desal application with the coastal agency, with some 
changes, and reached out to Marina to “find ways to make 
the city more comfortable” with the desal plant.

As originally designed, the project was intended to pro-
vide water to Cal Am’s Monterey Peninsula customers, not 

Work was stopped on this lot for more than a year after a construction crew killed three 
large trees. The owner was fined and had to get her building plans approved again.
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See THRASHING page 27A

See LEERY page 26A

RestauRants facing moRe 
job losses duRing winteR

n Coronavirus infections surge

By KELLY NIX

NEW coronavirus cases in Monterey County have 
increased sharply over the past two weeks, preventing 
the county from being able to move into a less restrictive 
business tier anytime soon — just as restaurants on the 
Monterey Peninsula face the grim prospect of fewer diners 
because of colder and wetter winter weather.

Monterey County is still in the most restrictive Purple 
Tier, which means many children can’t go back to in-class 
learning — even on a limited basis — and restaurants can’t 
host patrons indoors. On Tuesday, the county moved back-
ward when the state Department of Public Health raised 
its coronavirus score to 10.0, away from the 7.0 figure 

See VIRUS page 15A

In September, acting planning director Marnie Waffle 
said, her department approved the tent for three weeks, 
“after which time it was anticipated indoor dining would 
be able to resume in a limited capacity and the tent would 
be removed.”

That, of course, has not happened, and is an increas-
ingly remote possibility, now that daily numbers of coro-
navirus infections have been surging in some parts of the 
county — though not in town. Ahn asked for permission to 
keep the tent for another six months or until indoor capac-
ity reaches 100 percent — a distant goal under the state’s 
shutdown scheme. 

Lit and heated
The heavy-duty white vinyl tent is 50 by 80 feet and 18 

feet tall, and can accommodate 62 diners while maintain-
ing social distancing, according to Waffle, compared to the 
restaurant’s usual maximum capacity of 140. Its outdoor 
patio contains another 42 seats, and Ahn has also applied 
for a permit to put tables in two parking spaces in front of 
the restaurant on Dolores Street.

Commission decides 7D’s dining tent can stay
By MARY SCHLEY

THE TENT installed in the Seventh & Dolores Steak-
house parking lot a couple of months ago can stay, the 
planning commission decided Tuesday night, but only if 
owner Greg Ahn gives the city a layout drafted by an archi-
tect proving the tables are actually spaced far enough apart 
to comply with state guidelines meant to slow the spread 
of coronavirus.

See TENT page 18A

The large tent helping to shield diners at 7D steakhouse from the 
elements can stay, according to the planning commission, as long 
as the tables are far enough apart.
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Scenic attacker to face 
jury trial next spring

By MARY SCHLEY

ISAAC GARCIA, the 21-year-old Salinas man jailed 
since May on charges he brutally raped and attempted to 
kill a woman in the driveway of her vacation home on 13th 
near Scenic, waived his right to a preliminary hearing in 
September and is now set to face a jury in March.

The attack occurred May 4 shortly after 6:30 a.m., 
when Garcia, who police have said is affiliated with a 
gang, allegedly approached the 61-year-old woman while 
she was loading items into a car. He pinned her against the 
vehicle and beat her until she fell to the ground, where he 
continued to hit her and raped her. Witnesses told officers 
they saw him walking to his car and then heard the wom-
an’s cries for help. She was taken to Community Hospital.

The bystanders described the attacker and his car, and 
a traffic camera on Rio Road showed he drove into town 

Feds open Big Sur
restrooms to public

By CHRIS COUNTS

THEY MIGHT not be the new restrooms that every-
body says are badly needed down the coast, but they could 
be a first step in solving a noxious and unsightly problem 
in Big Sur that only threatens to get worse.

During last Friday’s Big Sur Multi-Agency Council 
meeting, the top regional United States Forest Service of-
ficial, Tim Short, told those following the meeting that a 
pair of day-use parks along the south Big Sur coast — Mill 
Creek and Willow Creek — will now share their restrooms 
with anyone who wants to stop and use them. The move 

See RESTROOMS page 26A See TRIAL page 18A


