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Long used by emergency workers (left) as a staging area, the former Carmel Valley Airport has been purchased by the owner of Griggs 
Nursery, who plans to grow plants. A drone shot of another local field used by Griggs shows what the site might look like.
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Griggs says C.V. airport will be for plants and Santa but not houses
By CHRIS COUNTS

IN A place where the mere mention of new housing 
can trigger a verbal brawl among friends and neighbors, 
longtime resident and businessman Ken Griggs may have 
come up with a project that will make everyone happy.

Griggs, who owns Griggs Nursery at 9220 Carmel Val-
ley Road, told The Pine Cone Thursday he has bought all 
three lots that make up the former Carmel Valley Airport 
from the Delfino family, and he isn’t planning to build 
even one house on the 30-acre property — a far cry from 
what many locals have feared.

Instead, Griggs envisions a nursery-park hybrid.
“I just want to grow plants on it,” he said. “There’s plen-

ty of land there. People will still be able to walk there, and 
there will still be a place for a helicopter to land. I think we 
can work it all out.”

And yes, Santa Claus will have a place to land his rein-

See AIRPORT page 21A

for now — from having to close down businesses again, 
because its ICU beds are not full.

Gov. Gavin Newsom Thursday afternoon announced 
three-week stay-home orders for four of the state’s five 
regions — Greater Sacramento, Northern California, San 
Joaquin Valley and Southern California — because ICU 
bed capacity in those areas has almost reached 15 percent. 
As soon as it falls below that level, which Newsom said 
could happen “as early as the next day or two,” people who 
live in those regions will have to stay in their homes except 
for “essential” purposes, and more businesses will have to 
close.

“If we don’t act now, our hospital system will be over-
whelmed,” Newsom said in a news conference. “The death 
rate will climb and more lives will be lost.”

However, Monterey County, which has unexpected-
ly been lumped into the Greater Bay Area region, won’t 
have to lock down yet. Newsom said current projections 
indicate the Greater Bay Area region will fall below 15 
percent ICU capacity in mid-to-late December, so another 
stay-home order in Monterey County may yet be imposed. 

Vaccine soon
The stay-home order, when it goes into effect, means 

bars, wineries and personal services, including hair salons 
and barbershops, will once again be temporarily closed, 
and nonessential travel is restricted. Schools with waivers, 
critical infrastructure, retail stores and restaurants for take-
out and delivery only, will be open for business.

But Newsom was upbeat about the vaccine, which he 
anticipated would arrive in California as early as Dec. 12. 
The state is expected to receive about 327,000 doses of the 
Pfizer vaccine in the first round. Critical healthcare work-
ers and long-term care residents would be inoculated first.

“We will get through this,” he said. “This is the final 
surge. We have the light at the end of the tunnel with these 
vaccines, but we need to get through this moment.” 

While imploring people not to gather in groups, 

Monterey County averts business shutdown 
n Hospital officials worry about 
staffing amid rising infections 

By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY COUNTY’S three major hospitals this 
week reported a record number of coronavirus patients, 
forcing officials to hire more staff, prepare to expand facil-
ities and consider limiting non-Covid-19-related hospital 
and medical procedures. But even as the county’s hospi-
talization rate soared, the county was spared — at least 

See SHUTDOWN page 14A

Gov. Gavin Newsom announcing stepped-up measures to curtail 
the coronavirus epidemic today. His latest shut-down order does 
not affect Monterey County — for now.

P.G. Police officer 
aGain tarGeted for 
Political beliefs

n Group to hold rally in support

By KELLY NIX

A PACIFIC Grove police officer who had been un-
der fire for a sticker he put on his personal vehicle that 
some claimed was racist has been placed on paid leave af-
ter “disparaging remarks” against the Black Lives Matter 
movement surfaced on a social media site, while a pro-po-
lice group is planning a rally to support the officer.  

Police Chief Cathy Madalone said this week that the 
officer, Michael Gonzalez, is on leave pending a third-par-
ty investigation into allegations he posted “disparaging 
remarks” against the far-left Black Lives Matter political 
group on conservative social media site Parler. 

Social media debate
One post, according to screenshots from the site, calls 

BLM a “hate group,” while another contains an image 
with an expletive before the group’s name. 

Asked whether there was doubt that the posts were 
made by Gonzalez, police spokeswoman Jocelyn Francis 

See OFFICER page 27A

been behind the wheel, since he was the registered owner 
of the car, the key fob was in his pocket, and the seat was 
adjusted to his height, according to Pacioni. After conduct-
ing a DUI investigation that indicated Clarke was drunk, 
officers arrested him.

Airbag DNA clears teen in fatal DUI wreck
n Search now on for driver

By MARY SCHLEY

GENETIC EVIDENCE that finally arrived from a 
state lab last month cleared 19-year-old Carmel Valley 
resident Jacques Clarke in the fatal DUI crash he was ar-
rested for nearly a year ago, Monterey County District At-
torney Jeannine Pacioni announced Wednesday, and now 
investigators are trying to determine who’s at fault for the 
wreck that killed 38-year-old Salinas resident Rosie Ann 
Figueroa.

On Dec. 20, 2019, at 11:30 p.m., California Highway 
Patrol officers responded to reports of a major collision at 
the corner of Davis Road and West Acacia Street in Sa-
linas and arrived to find a crushed Mazda 6 in the road 
and a Toyota Camry that had smashed through a fence and 
overturned. Based on the evidence, officers concluded the 
Mazda driver had been speeding and rear-ended the car 
driven by Figueroa, who “died of multiple blunt force trau-
ma within minutes of the accident,” Pacioni said. “Abso-
lutely no drugs or alcohol were found to have been in her 
system at the time of her death.”

Passenger-side evidence
By the time officers got there, though, Clarke and an-

other unnamed occupant of the Mazda were outside the 
car. No witnesses could confirm which of them had been 
driving, and the CHP investigators concluded Clarke had 
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fore the coronavirus shutdown, regularly visited the park, 
which is considered by many to be the crown jewel in the 
state parks system. 

Besides bringing visitors to Point Lobos, it’s also pos-
sible the shuttle could one day service other sites farther 
down the coast, such as Bixby Bridge. 

‘Transportation hub’
Monta Potter, former CEO of the Carmel Chamber 

of Commerce, shared news of the future shuttle hub at a 
Monterey County Board of Supervisors hearing Tuesday 
on a local plan to contend with hot spots of congestion like 
Bixby Bridge. 

“The drawings have been completed for a parking lot 
and a bathroom,” Potter reported. “California State Parks 
intends for it to be a transportation hub.”

Pt. Lobos parking, shuttle planned near Crossroads
By CHRIS COUNTS

TRAFFIC CONGESTION at Point Lobos State Re-
serve has been among the worst in Monterey County, and 
to try to lessen it, California State Parks plans to build a 
shuttle stop, along with a 100-vehicle parking lot and re-
strooms, on a vacant piece of property alongside Highway 
1 near the Crossroads shopping center. 

The strip of land, which was once set aside for the Hat-
ton Canyon Freeway and is now owned by California State 
Parks, has long been used as a staging area for the Big 
Sur International Marathon and is known among locals as 
Marathon Flats. It has also been used for yearly pumpkin 
patches and Christmas tree lots. 

The proposed shuttle would transport visitors to Point 
Lobos, which is open during the pandemic — at least 
for now. Unfortunately, the reserve doesn’t have near-
ly enough parking to accommodate the hordes who, be- See LOBOS page 27A
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