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Hospitals herald arrival of first coronavirus vaccines
By KELLY NIX

I

PHOTOS/COURTESY NATIVIDAD HOSPITAL, SVMH AND CHOMP

From left: Nativdad Medical Center pharmacy clinical coordinator Folashade Alabi takes the lid off a box of the hospital’s first 975
doses of Pfizer vaccine Thursday morning. Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare System’s pharmacy director John Choi poses with the
vaccine his hospital received Thursday. And CHOMP’s director of pharmacy, Gregg Olson, holds open the door of the ultra-cold freezer
used to store the precious and fragile vaccine.

Restaurants told to get rid of outdoor seating
By MARY SCHLEY

T

HERE WILL be no “picnicking” in parklets, since
that would defeat the purpose of the county’s order banning all sit-down dining until at least the middle of next
month, the city council decided Tuesday. After receiving
complaints from some that the city was being lax by letting
people eat takeout at restaurant tables — and complaints
from others that it wasn’t being lax enough — city administrator Chip Rerig asked the city council to decide what
to do.
“Should we obligate the restaurateurs to remove their
tables and chairs and/or platforms, and the next question
is, if we leave the tables and chairs, do we allow this notion
of picnicking?” he asked.
If people can take to-go food to the beach or a park,
how is that so different from eating it at a table in a parking
spot, he wondered.
Gallery owner Richard Kreitman said keeping par-

Police pay for room
for evicted family
By MARY SCHLEY

WHEN OFFICERS were called to a hotel on Car-

penter near Second around 7 p.m. Tuesday to evict guests
who had stayed for a week but couldn’t pay, they learned
the disabled couple were down on their luck — and did
something about it.
“The guest at the hotel was a 59-year-old disabled man
going through financial hardship due to Covid-19 and his
disability,” Police Chief Paul Tomasi said. “The hotel management wanted the man evicted because he was unable to
pay his bill.”
Two kids and two dogs
He had been staying there with his wife, who is also
disabled, their two young children and two dogs, according
to Tomasi. The man and his family agreed to leave the hotel, but he also told the officers — Rachelle Lightfoot and
Joe Martis — that he had no place to go because he didn’t
have any money, and he needed to find somewhere with
internet access so his kids could do their distance learning
for school the following morning.
Lightfoot conferred with Martis, who is president of
the Carmel-by-the-Sea Police Officers Association, and
See FAMILY page 19A

T’S HERE. The first shipment of the coronavirus
vaccine arrived in Monterey County Thursday morning,
and just hours later, a Salinas hospital began immunizing nurses, doctors and other staff who work directly with
Covid-19 patients. Community Hospital of the Monterey
Peninsula said it would start administering the vaccine to
its staff Friday.
Three of the county’s four hospitals each got 975 doses of the Pfizer-manufactured vaccine via FedEx Priority
Overnight, with more on the way. Mee Memorial Hospital in King City will get 500 doses of Moderna’s vaccine
when it arrives, possibly next week.
“The vaccine arrived via FedEx, and it is stored in our
minus-80 Celsius, ultra-cold freezer,” Community Hospital spokeswoman Monica Sciuto told The Pine Cone
Thursday morning.
Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare System and Natividad Medical Center also reported early Thursday their
allocations had come in.
Salinas Valley Memorial didn’t waste time and began
immunizing staff around noon. Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Allen Radner was the first to be immunized.
“The vaccinations went great,” spokeswoman Karina
Rusk said Thursday afternoon. “We got the vaccine this
morning and began vaccinating less than two hours later. Our vaccine task force had done a lot of planning and
operational details to have the process in place to begin
vaccinations right away.”

Defining ‘takeout’
Gabe Georis, owner of Pescadero and Barmel, said he
had 35 employees this time a year ago but employs only
five now, and he doubted outdoor dining contributes to
the spread of coronavirus. “I’ve been following the science and listening to virologists speak about this issue, and
from everything that I’m seeing, the transmission of Covid
is primarily happening in people’s homes,” he said.
But restaurateur Rich Pepe cautioned that if outdoor
seating is used, the council has to say exactly what “takeout” means, because a number of people complained that
servers are still using glasses, plates and cutlery when

Immunized and monitored
The hospital used its large board room as a makeshift
vaccination center. Healthcare workers were immunized
on one side of the room, while the other side was used
as a post-vaccination observation area — where recipients
waited 15 minutes to ensure they didn’t have any adverse
reactions to the medicine, which none did. Rusk said the
hospital would continue to inoculate employees with the
first vaccine allocation through Sunday.
Natividad Medical Center CEO Dr. Gary Gray said
Thursday the hospital’s “plan is to begin widescale vaccination on Saturday.”
The vaccine is a huge relief to hospitals and healthcare
workers. Salinas Valley Memorial reported Wednesday
that its staff were treating a record high of 51 patients in its
four Covid-19 units.
Pete Delgado, president and CEO of SVMH, said there
is a “level of excitement” for the vaccine, but that it’s tempered by the “sobering fact that every day, we are setting
new records for the number of Covid-19 patients we are
treating in our hospital.”
The hospital has tested more than 20,000 people. Of
those, 3,789 were positive.

See PARKLETS page 25A

See VACCINE page 27A

klets open was “an excellent idea,” though he wondered if
restaurant owners should still be responsible for the hefty
liability insurance on their outdoor dining areas.
Jack Galante said eating outside is safer than being indoors, and chef Todd Fisher and others asked the council
to allow it so they wouldn’t have to let so many workers go.
“The prohibition against outdoor dining makes no sense to
me,” Fisher said.

Barn owl brood melts hearts on the internet
By CHRIS COUNTS

A

WOMAN in Tehama who attracted a legion of internet followers by livestreaming barn owls and their owlets in her yard is heartbroken after her oldest mating pair
died in November.
She doesn’t know the cause but believes it was rat poison, which wildlife experts say commonly kills birds and
mammals that eat rodents.
“They were my babies,” said Debbie Klein. “Everyone
loved my owls — I’m angry because this was avoidable.”
Klein said once owls ingest poison, they become easy
prey for other nighttime predators. She found their partially eaten remains nearby.
New home, new passion
When she moved to Tehama, Klein became transfixed
by a sound she heard at night. She went on the internet to
try to figure out what was making the noise, and it turned
out it was a barn owl, which soon became a big part of
her life.
“I didn’t even know what one was when I moved here,”
she said.
Six years ago, Klein installed four metal poles to give
the local owls a place to nest. “After I heard the sound and

did my research, I decided to build a box,” she explained.
The structure, which is big enough for owls to stretch
their wings, is a cube that measures 3 feet on each side.
See OWLS page 20A
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Owlets cower in the corner of their nesting box after their mother
brought them their first live mouse.
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