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Supes urge move 
of vaccination 
clinic to Salinas  
n Scheduled for Crossroads CVS

By KELLY NIX

THE MONTEREY County Board of Supervisors this 
week claimed not enough is being done to immunize the 
county’s poorest and most vulnerable residents, and the 
panel requested that a pharmacy giant relocate two newly 
announced vaccine clinics on the Monterey Peninsula — 
including one in the Crossroads — to the Salinas Valley, 
where the coronavirus pandemic has had the most devas-
tating effects.

On Tuesday, CVS announced it would be part of a fed-
eral program to set up numerous clinics at stores in Cali-
fornia, including a CVS at the Carmel Crossroads and an-
other one in Monterey. CVS will launch the program Feb. 
11 at 300 stores in 11 states.  

But the announcement was met with bitterness from 
county supervisors, including District 3 County Supervi-
sor Chris Lopez, whose district is South Monterey County. 
Lopez said the placement of the clinics on the Monterey 
Peninsula — where infection rates have been relatively 
low — was “unfortunate, given where our hotspots” are 
for coronavirus in the county.  

“I’m a little disappointed in that decision, based on all 
of the commitment from the federal government and the 
state government to equity,” Lopez said. 

Peninsula readies for a Pro-Am with just pros

Parker Logan’s comments pleading with the city to let 
“Carmel’s oldest and historically significant drinking es-
tablishment” stay open later.

“I don’t want to compete with spinach gnocchi or 
crepe-style pancakes, and I shouldn’t have to,” he said at 
the Feb. 2 council meeting. “I lie and wait for the tables 
and chairs to be tucked in, I lie and wait for the clock to 
strike 10, because that’s when the memories at Sade’s be-
gin. All businesses should have the right to prosper in their 
unique way.”

Logan’s friction with some council members and Rerig 

City imposes 10 p.m. shutdown for restaurants
By MARY SCHLEY

WITH THE return of outdoor dining following Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s abrupt lifting of shelter-in-place orders 
throughout the state last week, city administrator Chip Re-
rig imposed a new rule requiring all restaurants and tasting 
rooms to stop seating people by 10 p.m. and have their 
parklets and other outside seating areas empty by 11.

Rerig announced the change Tuesday, reminding coun-
cil members and the public that he was following direction 
set by the city council at a mid-December 2020 special 
meeting that focused on outdoor dining.

“This applies to all outdoor seating areas on public and 
private property,” he said. “I do not have any intent under 
my authority given to me by the governor to expand these 
hours.”

That statement was in response to Sade’s bar owner 

See CURFEW page 12A

DA reports inmate
fraud arrests, suggests 
many more to come

By CHRIS COUNTS

TWO MONTHS after state officials admitted that 
tens of thousands of prisoners bilked taxpayers out of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in pandemic relief payments, 
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine M. Pacioni 
announced that five local prisoners have been charged in 
connection with the fraud.

Tony Nguyen Tran, Lanh Van Truong, Juan Castillo Lo-
pez, Zachary Don Dobbs and Lenny Westley Sanks were 
Monterey County Jail inmates when the fraud occurred. 
Two others who were charged, Reynaldo Garcia Gomez 
and Nicole Ramona Sanks, were not incarcerated when the 
crime happened. 

All are charged with unemployment insurance fraud, 
felony counts of conspiracy, making fraudulent statements 
on unemployment insurance applications, and two counts 

See SEASONAL page 15A

Because of the epidemic, this year’s 
AT&T golf tournament will be played 
without fans or celebrities — making 
for a lonely scene Thursday as final 
preparations were under way at the 
18th Green (right). Instead of the usual 
grandstands and corporate hospitality 
buildings, just a few tables and chairs 
were evident (below). But while the 
PGA pros compete for a $7.8 million 
purse during the event that starts 
Tuesday, CBS and the Golf Channel 
will be covering the action, and on 
Wednesday, a charity event featuring 
celebrities like Bill Murray will also be 
broadcast live. See our special section 
inside for complete details.
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Mayors want testing 
for migrant workers 
n Will arrive from nation’s hottest spot

By KELLY NIX

WITH THOUSANDS of migrant farmworkers from 
Yuma, Ariz., expected to arrive in Monterey County next 
month to tend to crops in the Salinas Valley, some elected 
officials are asking that they be required to get tested for 
coronavirus before working here, amid fears that their ar-
rival could mean another surge of infections.

The New York Times reported Jan. 22 that the case rate 
in Yuma is so high that 1 of every 6 residents there gets 
infected. In response, eight mayors, including Carmel’s 
Dave Potter, Bill Peake of Pacific Grove, Kimbley Craig of 
Salinas and Bruce Delgado of Marina, urged the Monterey 
County Board of Supervisors to direct county health to en-
sure farmworkers are free from the virus before they can 

Monterey County’s ag industry depends on seasonal workers, 
many of whom will be arriving this spring from an area with the 
nation’s highest coronavirus infection rate.
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See EQUITY page 14A

See FRAUD page 13A

Peninsula to get

Pro soccer team

n Major upgrades for CSUMB stadium

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE LATEST arrival at Cal State Monterey Bay isn’t 
a student, teacher or administrator, but a professional soc-
cer team.

The United Soccer League announced this week its 
newest team will be called the Monterey Bay Football 
Club, and the home team will play its games at CSUMB’s 
Freeman Stadium.

“We are excited at the opportunity to work with Mon-
terey Bay FC and the USL in bringing world-class soccer 
to the Monterey Bay region,” CSUMB President Eduar-

See SOCCER page 11A

AT&T Pebble Beach
P R O - A M  2 0 2 1

The pros, the sportscasters, 
local charities and how to hit 

your own hole-in-one — 
sort of ... inside this week!
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By Lisa Crawford WatsonSandy Claws

COOPER HAS the head of a Yorkshire terrier, 
the body of dachshund, and a whole lotta hope 
in his eyes. Purchased as a puppy by a family who 
lost interest, he spent nine years in their backyard 
without a bed, a ball or the benefit of affection. 

When the family moved away without him, a 
vigilant neighbor picked him up and posted his 
picture on Facebook. That’s where his forever per-
son found him. She called to ask if she could come 
collect him, but the decision actually depended on 
Buddy.

At 16, Buddy is a Pomeranian-Chihuahua, now 
deaf, who is used to being the prince of his Sea-
side home. But it wasn’t until his person installed a 
camera in the house that she learned he cried the 
whole time she was at work.

“When I brought Cooper home, it was on a trial 
basis, to be sure he and Buddy would get along,” 
said their person, “I saw that when Buddy started 
to cry, Cooper went over and laid his head on Bud-
dy’s body to comfort him. I knew Cooper had come 
home.”

Nine months later, Cooper’s first family came 
back to claim him. It wasn’t an option. 

A year later, the dogs are so devoted, they’re 
never apart. Once, when Buddy sounded like he 
was choking, Cooper raced down the stairs, bark-
ing at their person, to get her to rescue his Buddy. 
Cooper and Buddy like to go to the beach, and their 

person never takes one without the other. Buddy’s 
arthritis slows him down, but he likes to sit in the 
tidepools and soak. Cooper won’t go in the water; 
his person imagines he’s still getting accustomed to 
the sand, the surf and the seagulls. 

“I’ve been blessed,” said their person, “with two 
tiny dogs who have very big hearts and souls.”

Best buddies

www.gocatrescue.org

All Golden Oldies cats are spayed/neutered and current on medical.

If you would like to 
sponsor our next 

ad give us a call at 
831-200-9700

PANCHITOPANCHITO
Hi, my name is Panchito. I’m a 
13-year-old gorgeous gray boy 
who would love to be your one 
and only. One of my favorite 
things is to follow my human 
around. I also like to lie on my 
person’s chest purring and enjoy 
having my head, brow and base 
of my tail rubbed. I love to play 
but sometimes get over excited, 
so I need a human who will 
work with me on redirecting my 
exuberance.

If you are interested in Panchito go to 
www.gocatrescue.org and fill out an adoption application.

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404 
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757  Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

JAMES E. RHEIM, M.D. • JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

BE SWEET TO YOURSELF!

Gift Certificates are available! 
Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment; All 
treatments are scheduled with our RN. Please make your appointment 
by calling our offices today. All offers expire February 28, 2021.

Wishing You a Happy Valentine’s Day
By Offering You                

Botox at $10.00 per unit, 
Juvederm®XC filler 1mL syringe at $700 each.

LIMELIGHT $300.00 per treatment, 
a $150 per treatment savings. 

Schedule a consultation about our new Micro-needling/RF 
(Radio Frequency) machine!  The results are amazing!

Y O U  A R E  H E R E

Andy Nygard  I  831-915-2863
hauteshelter.com

Haute Shelter Property Management Inc.
DRE # 02065719

Property 

Management

Vacation Rental 

Management

299 Lighthouse, Monterey • 831 649 3083 • poppletonshome.com

35% off all 
collections

VISIT OUR 16,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOMVISIT OUR 16 000 SQ FT SHOWROOM

STICKLEY 
PRESIDENTS' DAY SALE

26200 Carmel Rancho Blvd    831-626-7555
Open 9-6 Daily   TheRawConnection.com

healthymouth 
Daily food topper or water additive

VOHC Seal of
Acceptance for 
plaque control in
dogs & cats

100% Human Grade
Superfoods

Non-GMO
No synthetic or
artificial ingredients

To advertise in The Carmel Pine Cone contact meena@carmelpinecone.com

831•625•8106
CARMEL PLAZA • OCEAN AVE

KHAKISOFCARMEL.COM

Peter Millar
Samuelsohn
Nackymade
Eleventy 
Ag Jeans
Boglioli
Alberto
Incotex
J Brand
Drakes
Canali
Alden
Eidos
Hiltl
Isaia
Eton

lar
ohn
ade

store wide 
winter clearance

new spring 
arrivals
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FOLLOW OUR PROGRESS
Visit the Monterey Peninsula Water 
Supply Project website at   
www.watersupplyproject.org to read 
the latest quarterly progress report, 
sign up for updates and find out more 
information about the project.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WATERSUPPLYPROJECT.ORG

Monterey Showroom
8am to 4pm Monday through Friday  
and by appointment 831.375.7811 

S U M M I T  F U R N I T U R E ,  I N C .  |  8 3 1 . 3 7 5 . 7 8 1 1  |  S U M M I T F U R N I T U R E . C O M

M O N T E R E Y    L O S   A N G E L E S    S A N  F R A N C I S C O    L O N D O N    M O N AC O 

5  H A R R I S  CO U RT   BU I L D I N G  W   M ON T E R E Y  C A  9 3 9 4 0

C O M E  V I S I T  U S  A T  O U R

HIGHEST QUALITY TEAK OUTDOOR FURNITURE 
AND PERFORMANCE FABRICS

DINING  TABLES • DINING  CHAIRS • OCCASIONAL  TABLES • COFFEE  
TABLES • LOUNGE CHAIRS • OTTOMANS • SOFAS • BAR CHAIRS  

DAY BEDS • CONSOLES • OUTDOOR FABRICS

O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C

See SCHOOLS page 26A

board meeting a couple of weeks ago that 
she will retire when her contract ends.

Chavez said the board has to develop a 
timeline and outline a process for finding 
and hiring her replacement, whether con-
ducting the search itself or paying some-
one else to do it. He suggested appointing 
a key member or two to serve as an ad hoc 
committee for the search but noted the de-
cisions will be handled by the full board.

In addition to tasks like approving the 
job description, identifying stakeholder 
groups and putting together an interview 
committee, board members will conduct 
interviews and designate a negotiator, once 
it gets to that point.

And throughout, the district must guar-
antee confidentiality in the process, since 
candidates might not want their current 
employers to know they are interested in 
leaving.

“You will actually scare away good pro-
spective candidates if we can’t guarantee 
that,” he said.

Ask the finalists
Nearly a dozen parents spoke during 

the Feb. 2 special meeting, which started 
at 8 a.m., and several suggested contacting 
the top candidates from the previous hiring 
efforts.

“I would highly recommend the board 
revisit the top finalists from the last two 
national searches that were only conduct-
ed in the last five years,” said former board 
member Rita Patel, who assisted in the 
searches alongside former longtime board 
member Annette Yee Steck. “A targeted 
search would be wise right now.” Doing so 
could save time and money, she said, since 
the candidates were already vetted. Patel 
said she’s also available to help.

“I urge you to move forward on all 

School board seeks to make haste 
in search for new superintendent

By MARY SCHLEY

AN EXECUTIVE search often takes 
several months, but with interim Carm-
el Unified School District superintendent 
Trisha Dellis stepping down when her con-
tract ends June 30 — and some conflict and 
turmoil over district leadership and getting 
kids back into the classroom during the 
pandemic — the school board voted at a 
special meeting Tuesday morning to find a 
firm to conduct a search for a new superin-
tendent as soon as possible.

“The selection of a superintendent is 
among the most significant decisions any 
board will make,” said Craig Chavez, the 
district’s chief human resources officer. 
“The superintendent should be the person 
and the office through which the direction 
set by the board is carried out.”

Therefore, the working relationship 
between the superintendent and the board 
“is absolutely critical,” and the selection 
of the right person “is time-consuming, 
hard work,” and “should be arrived at with 
care.”

When longtime superintendent Mar-
vin Biasotti retired in 2015, the district 
paid Leadership Associates, a search firm, 
nearly $25,000 to find a replacement. Scott 
Laurence lasted just a year, though, and 
left due to health issues, after which Karen 
Hendricks, who worked in the district’s HR 
department, stepped in as interim. Leader-
ship Associates conducted another search 
at minimal cost, given the ultimate fail-
ure of its first effort, and recruited Barb 
Dill-Varga, who held the post from July 
2017 until May 2020, when she was let 
go. Trisha Dellis, whom Dill-Varga had 
brought in as chief human resources offi-
cer in the summer of 2019, stepped in as 
interim in the middle of the pandemic, and 
while she may have planned to apply for 
the permanent post, she announced at the 

R  M|

831.521.5024
RyanMelcher.com
Ryan@ryanmelcher.com

DRE: 01897036

#1 Sotheby’s International Realty 
Agent in Carmel

RYAN MELCHER PROPERTIES

Rankings based on MLSListings Inc 
data, 1/1/20-12/31/20.
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Police &
Sheriff’s Log

See POLICE LOG page 12RE
 in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls
Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by 
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Jan. 5 — Ismael Cenobio Isidro, 22, a res-
ident of Greenfield, was sentenced to prison 
for two incidences of driving with a blood al-
cohol level in excess of the legal limit.

In the first incident, on May 3, 2020, at 
10:25 a.m., a Soledad resident reported that 
a person, later identified as Isidro, was seen 
driving up to his residence in a Nissan Sen-
tra and parking. They further reported that 
he was blasting music and drinking alcohol 
in the car. The citizen confronted Isidro, 
and, in response, Isidro threw beer bottles 
at him. When officers arrived on the scene, 
they located broken glass beer bottles on the 
pavement. Once officers contacted Isidro, it 
became obvious that he was intoxicated and 
an evidentiary breath test showed that his 
blood alcohol level was .19 percent, which is 
more than double the legal limit.  A search 
of Isidro’s Nissan revealed six empty Modelo 
beer bottles. 

In the second incident, on June 27, 2020, 
at about 6:40 a.m., CHP officers observed a 
vehicle stopped on the wrong way of Metz 

Road with a flat tire. Officers approached 
the vehicle and observed Isidro asleep at the 
wheel with multiple empty beer cans and 
bottles strewn about the floorboard and cen-
ter console of the car. Officers knocked on 
the driver side window and woke Isidro, who 
fumbled to open the window for them, ulti-
mately setting off his car alarm. Once Isidro 
was able to exit the vehicle it was clear to the 
officers that he was under the influence of al-
cohol. A blood test result would later reveal 
that Isidro had a blood alcohol level of .089 
percent. In California, anyone who drives 
with a blood alcohol level of .08 percent or 
higher is legally presumed to have been driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol.

Isidro pled to felony charges of driving 
with an excessive blood alcohol level for 
both of the above incidents. The incidents 
were charged as felonies due to Isidro having 
suffered three prior DUI misdemeanor con-
victions.

Judge Carrie M. Panetta sentenced Isidro 
to serve 2 years in prison for his conduct. 

Your car keys said to say, ‘Aloha’

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19

Pacific Grove: Deceased person at a resi-
dence on Gibson.

Pacific Grove: Dispatched to a dog at 
large on Lighthouse.

Pacific Grove: Report of a locked bicycle 
taken from an open carport on Lighthouse.

Pacific Grove: Vandalism on Ocean View 
Boulevard.

Pacific Grove: Vehicle collision on Forest 
Avenue.

Pacific Grove: A skateboard found on 
Junipero was turned in to the lobby. Owner 
is not known, and the property is currently 
stored for safekeeping.

Pacific Grove: Verbal argument on Ocean 
View Boulevard.

Carmel area: Deputies responded to a re-
port of a fire on Garrapatos Road.

Carmel area: A male reported a distur-
bance on Canada Valley Drive. This report is 
for informational purposes only.

Carmel Valley: A male reported theft 
from a vehicle on Cachagua Road. Perpetra-
tor(s) remain at large.

Carmel Valley: Person on East Carmel 
Valley Road called 911 to report an assault 
but did not want to cooperate as the victim.

Carmel area: Mother reported her 

17-year-old juvenile daughter had sex with a 
24-year-old male. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Vehicle fire at San 
Carlos and 13th at 0448 hours. Undetermined 
cause.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Traffic stop at Car-
penter and Highway 1 at 0847 hours resulted 
in the 43-year-old male driver being cited for 
driving while his license was suspended for 
DUI.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: A 29-year-old male 
probationer at Carpenter and Second was cit-
ed for drug and property crimes.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Resident on Casa-
nova north of Ocean reported a verbal dispute 
with her neighbor and wanted the incident 
documented. She said her neighbor used a 
racial slur toward her.

Pacific Grove: A citizen turned in a set of 
headphones found on Laurel. No owner in-
formation available.

Carmel area: Online report of lost prop-
erty on Rio Road.

Pacific Grove: Possible trespasser re-
ported on Sea Palm Avenue at 1301 hours. 
A 44-year-old male was contacted and de-
termined to have a felony parole hold and a 
warrant for making terrorist threats.

Pacific Grove: David Avenue resident 
turned in a firearm for destruction.

HERE’S A look at some of the signifi-
cant calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea 
Police Department and the Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Office last week. This week’s log 
was compiled by Mary Schley.

www.SPCAmc.org

Kitties of the Week

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information about adopting Georgie & Gloria.
Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

Gloria 2 years oldGeorgie 1 year old

“SPCA for Monterey County Veterinary clinic is taking appointments 
for spay/neuter!  Call 831-264-5400 for an appointment.”

Sweet Gloria is ready to find her forever home. 
Gloria is a two year old gal who is a bit on the 
shy side, so she would benefit from a patient 

Meet the handsome 
Georgie! Georgie is a 
one year old boy who 

arrived in our care 
after his owner could 

no longer care for him. 
Georgie enjoys the sim-

ple things in life, such 
as napping, eating and 

more napping. To learn 
more about this boy, 

head on over to www.
SPCAmc.org/adopt

family. 
To learn 
more 
about 
Gloria, 
please head 
on over 
to www.
SPCAmc.org/
adopt

SALE
25% off

SHOWROOM OPEN Friday & Saturday 11-4

 BIOT Handblown Glass - Dishtowels - Runners 
  Ceramics - Olivewood - ALZIARI Olive Oil & Soap

FRENCH TABLECLOTHS 
aiX

605a California Ave, Amazing SAND CITY 
Hwy 1 to exit 403 (Hwy 218-Seaside) follow to Del Monte Blvd. Turn left.  Continue to Contra Costa St. Turn 

left.  Follow until it dead-ends at California Ave. Turn right.  605 is just past City Hall.   831-392-7787

Clark’s Carmel StoneClark’s Carmel Stone
(831) 385-4000

100 Airport Drive,
King City
Delivery Available

www.carmelstone.biz                  clarkscarmelstone@yahoo.com

A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula 
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan   831.236.7251

TerryMcGowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES      DRE: 01126129

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

Valentine’s Day Special 
12pm-7pm

New hours: Monday - Wednesday by appointment.
Thursday - Sunday 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm Valentine’s Day 12:00 pm - 7:00 pm

1 Del Fino Place, Carmel Valley Village

We are excited to announce Live Music is Back!

Tom Faia & Kate Miller play outside from 4pm to 7pm
Reservations suggested! (415) 686-4550 or lenora@bigsurvineyards.com

Join us for a glass of Sparkling Rosé
or a Flight of Six Wines, 

plus a plate of sweet 
and savory treats! 

$25

VV

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
Free subscriptions at www. carmelpinecone.com
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204 CARMEL AVENUE • MARINA, CA
831-384-0925 • www.CASINOMONTEREY.com

REINDOLLAR

HILLCREST

CARMEL

PALM
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MARINA

Just minutes from
Downtown Monterey

Why travel when you can
play in your own backyard.

WHERE MONTEREY COMES TO PLAY

1-800-GAMBLER • GEGA-003846, GEGA-GEGA-003703, GEGA-000889 GEGA-000891 GEGA-002838

THE MARINA CLUB CASINO ENSURES THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF ALL GUESTS
AND TEAM MEMBERS AT ALL TIMES, WHILE PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

FULL BAR

We Have Re-Opened 
and ARE Following all COVID protocol

“More Bonuses. Higher Payouts. 
Better Baccarat.”

• 1,500 SQ. FT.
OF GAMING

• 3 CARD POKER
• BLACKJACK

• BACCARAT

• TEXAS HOLD’EM

Welcome to Pebble Beach real estate history. Built in 1929, Tres Campanas is 

now returned to magnificence after an extensive three and a half year thorough 

restoration. The utmost attention to preserving the original detailing and style has 

been enhanced with all the 21st Century amenities. This stunning Early California 

Spanish Colonial estate sits on 2 lots with 180-degree unobstructed views of the 

16th fairway of MPCC Shore Course and the grand Pacific Ocean beyond.

P E B B L E  B E A C H  I C O N

www.PebbleBeachIcon.com  |  $9,950,000

For more of Tim’s listings, view the back cover of the Real Estate section 

c  8 31. 214 .19 9 0 
www.TimAllenProperties.com

CalBRE#0 0891159

to Loftus. They arrested him and found 
him in possession of tools for stealing cars, 
methamphetamine, and nine counterfeit $5 
bills and two counterfeit $10 bills. At his 
home on Belden in Monterey, investigators 
found a computer, printer and specialized 
paper used for counterfeiting, more fake 

bills, methamphetamine 
and paraphernalia, and 
items that had been stolen 
from the owner of the car 
he had taken, crashed and 
abandoned.

Three months later, de-
tectives with the task force 
— the Peninsula Region-
al Violence and Narcotics 
Team — investigated a re-
port of yet another stolen 
car parked at Balesteri’s 
home and found more 
drugs, paraphernalia and 
burglary tools used for 
stealing vehicles, according 
to the DA’s office.

On Balesteri’s last day 
of freedom, Jan. 31, 2020, 

California Highway Patrol officers arrest-
ed him after another car chase. Officers 
attempted to pull over a silver BMW go-
ing 88 mph in a 65-mph zone on Highway 
1 near Del Monte Avenue, but the driver 
made a U-turn and drove the wrong way 
down a freeway offramp and back onto 
Highway 1, leading them on a high-speed 
chase that hit 100 mph. 

Marina Police found the BMW in the 
area of Reservation Road and Dunes Drive 
just off the highway and discovered it had 
been reported stolen from Carmel. 

They found Balesteri “a few hundred 
yards away,” identified him as the driver, 
and arrested him.

He has remained in Monterey County 
Jail since then, while several separate fel-
ony cases were consolidated and he was 
prosecuted for multiple counts, ending in 
the jury finding him guilty of 18 different 
criminal charges last September, and his 
sentencing last month to 11-and-a-half 
years in prison.

Loftus credited “the cumulative effort 
of the multiple law enforcement agencies” 
for resolving the case, including police 
departments in the Presidio of Monterey, 
Seaside, Marina, Monterey, Pacific Grove, 
the California Highway Patrol and investi-
gators with the DA’s office.

Serial car thief sentenced to 
more than 11 years in prison

By MARY SCHLEY

A MAN jailed more than a year ago 
following multiple arrests all over the 
Monterey Peninsula for stealing cars, 
counterfeiting currency and committing 
other crimes was convicted by a jury last 
September on 18 criminal 
counts and sentenced to 
nearly 12 years in prison by 
Superior Court Judge An-
drew Liu  Jan. 8. 

Monterey resident Mi-
chael Balesteri, now 37, 
had also committed felo-
nies while out on bail, ac-
cording to Monterey Coun-
ty deputy district attorney 
Brian Loftus, and had prior 
convictions for car theft.

In March 2019, officers 
in a regional law enforce-
ment task force who were 
investigating a rash of more 
than two dozen car thefts 
committed on the Peninsula 
that month, including two 
in Pacific Grove and one in Carmel, identi-
fied Balesteri as a suspect.

The night of March 17, 2019, PGPD 
officers tried to stop an Acura on David 
Avenue, but the driver ended up leading 
them on a high-speed chase into Monte-
rey, hitting speeds of 50 mph and at one 
point driving on the wrong side of the road, 
officers with the task force reported at the 
time. Police abandoned the chase due to 
the risk, but the Acura driver “continued to 
drive recklessly and struck three unoccu-
pied parked cars,” before breaking down, 
at which point the driver fled.

A record
Police discovered the car had been re-

ported stolen out of Seaside on March 6 
and subsequently identified Balesteri, 35 at 
the time, as their suspect. He had outstand-
ing arrest warrants for vehicle tampering, 
possession of stolen property, possession 
of narcotics, and failure to appear in court, 
and was on probation for possession of sto-
len property.

Ten days later, while conducting sur-
veillance on Balesteri and a stolen Acura 
parked near his home, officers watched him 
drive the car through Monterey to a fenced 
dirt lot at the end of a dead-end street and 
then begin dismantling the car, according 

Michael Balesteri
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in collaboration with

how we could potentially save money.”
The contract requires 12 months’ notice to cancel, he 

said, which is why the council voted to do so last summer. 

Why not to seek bids
In his research, though, Tomasi said he learned that if 

the city put out a request for bids on fire service, it would 
have to go to the Monterey County Local Agency Forma-
tion Commission, which could block it “if it impacts Mon-
terey firefighters’ employment,” according to a state law 
that passed in 2015 “that gives them that ability,” he said.

Tomasi also noted Cal Fire is really the only other op-
tion for fire services on the Peninsula, and that “there are 
significant differences between the two, which could cause 
significant challenges for all of us.”

For one, Cal Fire employs thousands of firefighters all 
over the state, and conceivably, any number of them could 
rotate through the city’s station, while Monterey Fire em-
ployees tend to serve in town for at least a year, are active 
members of the community, and, perhaps most important, 

CITY DECIDES NOT TO SWITCH FIRE SERVICE AFTER ALL
By MARY SCHLEY

SEEMINGLY INSURMOUNTABLE issues would 
take Cal Fire out of the running to provide fire services 
in the city, Police Chief Paul Tomasi told the city coun-
cil Tuesday night. Instead of terminating the City of 
Monterey’s contract at the end of June and seeking bids 
from other agencies that might be willing handle firefight-
ing in Carmel, the city council voted to follow the chief’s 
advice and work with Monterey on a new agreement.

Monterey Fire has provided firefighters and equipment 
in the city since 2012, at a cost of about $2.4 million per 
year. It also manages Carmel’s ambulance service, which 
is staffed by city employees.

“We were looking at our budget and the pandemic and 
the economic impact on the city,” Tomasi said, explaining 
the council’s June 2020 vote to end the contract and look 
at other options. “We knew we were making cuts all across 
the board, and the responsible thing to do was to look at 
every single department, including our fire services, and 

understand how to navigate and find locations in Carmel, 
which has no house numbers.

“It takes awhile to understand how to get places, and 
that continuity of personnel really helps,” he said. “We 
know the majority, if not all, the Monterey employees.”

The budget processes followed by Carmel and Monte-
rey are similar, as opposed to trying to work with the large 
state budget. “We would have far less control in working 
with them on these budget constraints,” he said.

But the greatest challenge would be implementation, 
“and I wish I would have put it in bold and capitalization, 
because this is a big one,” he said. Since Monterey Fire 
helps manage the city’s ambulance, it provides paramed-
ics to staff it when needed, especially since there’s been a 
vacancy on the six-member ambulance crew for the past 
couple of years. 

“Monterey steps up and fills in when we can’t fill those 
positions,” Tomasi said. “Having a state organization step 
in, we don’t know if they would be willing to do this, or 
even able to.”

Additionally, Cal Fire schedules firefighters on a differ-

See FIRE page 16A
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See HIGHWAY page 10A

sessment crews and emergency contractors 
arrived at daybreak to discover that both 
lanes of the highway had washed out.”

More damage in Big Sur
The washout was the worst of an as-

sortment of road hazards reported after 
several days of heavy wind and rain down 
the coast. “Caltrans and contractor crews 
working north and south of Rat Creek on 
Highway 1 continue to clear multiple de-
bris piles, remove slides, remove accumu-
lations of water, clear and repair drainage 
systems, and stabilize damaged sections of 
roadway at approximately 60 locations that 
were impacted by storm damage,” the state 
road agency announced. “Several of these 
locations still need to stabilize and dry out 
before final cleanup and repair work can 
restore the highway to allow for public use. 

Washout takes bite out of Highway 1
By CHRIS COUNTS

JUST WHEN everyone was suffi-
ciently stressed out over the pandemic 
and politics, Mother Nature crashed the 
party Thursday afternoon and opened up a 
150-foot-deep chasm smack dab in middle 
of Highway 1 in Big Sur.

The first sign of trouble came when 
Caltrans workers discovered debris coming 
across the road above Rat Creek, a relative-
ly small watershed located 2 miles south of 
Esalen Institute — and 42 miles south of 
the Monterey Peninsula. Conditions deteri-
orated by sundown.

“A debris flow from the hillside above 
Rat Creek on Highway 1 on the Big Sur 
coast overwhelmed drainage infrastruc-
ture, flowed across the highway, and eroded 
the road, resulting in the complete loss of 
a segment of Highway 1 at that location,” 
Caltrans reported. “On Friday, Caltrans as-

A washout at Rat Creek took out a big chunk of Highway 1 last week, and it’s uncertain when the 
road will be repaired. The site was one of many along Highway 1 and Nacimiento-Fergusson Road 
to suffer damage from recent storms.

PHOTO/KODIAK GREENWOOD
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pumps to de-water as much as possible.”
County public works director Randell 

Ishii responded to Letendre’s letter.
“The operation of the Carmel River 

Lagoon continues to be an ongoing chal-
lenge in balancing wildlife and the local 
community,” Ishii said. “The county oper-
ated within the bounds of state and federal 
permits. The county is still assessing the 
circumstances of the flooding“

The bulldozer work on Tuesday was 
triggered by the anticipation that water un-
der Rosie’s Bridge in Carmel Valley would 
rise above 200 cubic feet per second.

All work on the sandbar must be ap-
proved by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service, which long warned that any un-
natural breach of the sandbar risks releas-
ing young steelhead into the sea before 
they are mature enough to survive there.

On the morning of the flooding, the 
county issued an evacuation order affect-
ing about 2,500 residents and 776 homes. 
By 9 a.m., the flooding had subsided.

After lagoon floods homes again, 
county’s plan is questioned

By CHRIS COUNTS

IN A letter to a county official, a resi-
dent who heads the Carmel Point service 
district questioned why homes were flood-
ed along three streets last week — despite 
all the work that goes into planning for 
flood protection each year. Some of those 
same homes flooded in previous years.

In his letter to the county, Lorin Leten-
dre wondered why there wasn’t a “contin-
gency plan” to address possible flooding 
given that heavy wind and rain were fore-
cast for Jan. 27-28.

“My question is why no one there seems 
to have anticipated the action of the high 
tides and high waves dumping more sand 
on the beach between Tuesday afternoon 
and Thursday morning,” wrote Letendre, 
who chairs County Service Area 1. 

On Tuesday, county workers used bull-
dozers to lower the sandbar at its south end, 
with the expectation that a channel would 
form and slowly drain the lagoon by “late 
Wednesday or early Thursday.” 

But rain and a rising river filled up the 
lagoon late Wednesday, and by Thursday at 
2 a.m., water was coming into homes along 
Camino Real, River Park Place and Monte 
Verde Street. Six homes were flooded.

‘Heavy wave action’
According to officials, the flooding was 

trigged by “heavy wave action” and a high 
tide “slightly” rebuilding the sandbar.

“The combination of high tide and high 
waves did not allow the lagoon to evacuate 
fast enough to keep pace with the high in-
flow of the Carmel River,” a press release 
indicated. “Due to these factors, and de-
spite monitoring by public works and oth-
er staff, structures along the perimeter of 
the lagoon experienced varying levels of 
flooding. Public Works crews were at these 
locations monitoring overnight and using 

Villarreal retires
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

JUDGE LYDIA Villarreal, a civil and 
criminal judge who spent the last two de-
cades on the Monterey County Superior 
Court bench has announced her retirement.

Villarreal was appointed in 2001 by 
former Gov. Gray Davis and served as the 
county’s presiding judge in 2018-2019 and 
supervising judge of the civil division in 
2020. 

Before becoming a judge, Villarreal 
was a deputy district attorney for the coun-
ty’s consumer and environmental unit. She 
also headed the migrant farmworker unit 
for California Rural Legal Assistance.
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of implementing and enforcing it, is an unfunded mandate.
The council will have to adopt new ordinances to reflect 

the rules, and once enforcement begins, the state could fine 
the city as much as $10,000 per day for failing to comply.

He said the adjustments shouldn’t be too onerous for 
Carmel, though, since the Monterey Regional Waste Man-
agement District already uses technology that turns meth-
ane into usable energy — a large and expensive part of the 
law that other jurisdictions are facing.

New state law demands cuts in food waste
By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER SEEING their garbage rates hiked more than 
40 percent last year, residents and business owners are fac-
ing more increases due to a state law aimed at reducing 
organic waste in landfills, the city council learned Tuesday. 
New rules seeking to divert 75 percent of organic waste 
from the dump and cut food waste by 20 percent take ef-
fect in January 2022, with enforcement beginning in 2024.

When left in a landfill to rot, organic waste — includ-
ing paper, lumber and food — produces methane, a “super 
pollutant,” consultant Rob Hilton explained Feb. 2. With 
Californians dumping 27 million tons of it in landfills in 
2017 and adding more each year, it’s “a critical issue in the 
state, from a climate perspective,” he said. Non-organic 
waste makes up just 33 percent of all garbage.

That also means that a lot of presumably edible food 
goes to waste while some go hungry, according to Hilton, 
who said 1 in 8, including 1 in 5 children, in the state are 
“food insecure at some point.” 

“Meanwhile, we are throwing more than 6 million tons 
of food away every year, so clearly this is an issue we can 
and probably should solve,” he said.

Hence the Senate Bill passed in 2016 and its numerous 
rules and regulations finally adopted at the end of last year.

They take effect 11 months from now and include col-
lecting organic waste from all residents and businesses,  
and working with organizations to distribute food that 
would have otherwise been thrown away, starting with 
large markets but eventually including restaurants and 
public events. Cities have to educate everyone about all 
the new rules, and use a “quota” of recycled organics from 
the landfill, such as mulch, compost or energy generated 
by the emissions-recovery system there.

Enforcement will begin in 2024, Hilton said. The city’s 
contracted trash hauler, GreenWaste Recovery, will have 
to develop a “compliance monitoring program, where you 
go around and look” at people’s garbage, presumably, to 
make sure they’re not throwing away stuff that should be 
composted or used to help feed people.

The city also has to use recycled paper if it’s cheap-
er than regular paper, and has to track its use of recycled 
paper products, according to Hilton. The state can’t force 
jurisdictions to buy recycled paper, because that would be 
“an unfunded mandate,” he said — though councilwoman 
Carrie Theis pointed out that the entire law, given the costs 

“You’re already a long way toward these requirements 
— or the hardest and most expensive pieces of them,” he 
said. But residents and business owners should be prepared 
for yet another rate hike from GreenWaste, he warned.

“Later this year, there will be an amendment to the 
franchise agreement, including updated rates for all the 
new programs and monitoring and reporting under the new 
law,” he said. 

Residents pay higher than typical garbage rates for nu-
merous premium services, including not having to take 
their cans to the curb and having pickup in the commercial 
district begins later in the morning take fewer hours.
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Damage to Highway 1 south of Rat Creek remains in such 
condition that it will delay the ability of residents who live 
there to return to their homes.”

The site is located below the burn scar of the recent 
Dolan Fire, which left behind thousands of acres of steep 
land stripped bare of erosion-controlling vegetation.

For now, Highway 1 is closed both and south of the 
washout, with the boundaries of the closure in flux as re-
pairs are made to the road. Only highway workers and lo-
cals are allowed to enter the closed area, and they could 
face construction delays. An evacuation order for the area 
was lifted Friday. 

It’s too early to say when the road will reopen. “Engi-
neering alternatives are being analyzed and data is being 
gathered, with no timeline available for the complete re-
opening at this time,” Caltrans added.

Late last week, Caltrans agreed to an emergency $5 

HIGHWAY
From page 7A

million contract with Papich Construction of San Luis 
Obispo County to assist with repairs.

County road also in bad shape
While the collapse of Highway 1 at Rat Creek is in 

the news, there’s been little coverage of the condition of 
Nacimiento-Fergusson Road, which has for the most part 
been closed since shortly after the Dolan Fire broke out in 
mid-August, 2020.

According to county spokesperson Maia Carroll, the 
road was “severely impacted” by recent storms because 
steep hillsides were stripped of erosion-controling plants 
by the recent blaze. Carroll said county workers didn’t 
waste any time getting to work, and put in overtime to 
make the road passable. 

“Debris from slides covered many areas of the road-
way,” Carroll reported. “Heavy equipment was brought in, 
and crews worked from Thursday through Monday, and fi-
nally managed to clear one lane the road from Fort Hunter 
Liggett to Highway 1.”

The task wasn’t easy. “The county had to bring in a 
CAT 950 front-end loader and other heavy equipment 

normally used in rock quarries to clear boulders from the 
road,” Carroll said.

Carroll noted that workers made contact with “land-
locked” locals who were thrilled to see their arrival — and 
who might have remained stranded in their neighborhoods 
without the county clearing the road.

The road remains closed to the public but open to lo-
cals.

“Residents who need to use the road should be ex-
tremely careful, and be cautious about debris on the shoul-
der and slip outs on the roadway,” Carroll added. “Drive 
slowly and carefully — damage assessments are still in 
progress.”

Andrew Madsen of the United States Forest Service 
told The Pine Cone Thursday that he took a “virtual tour” 
of Nacimiento-Fergusson Road, and it showed 18 places 
where there was significant storm damage. He also not-
ed that a crew from Fort Hunter Liggett is helping with 
repairs.

“In some places, there were gnarly debris flows, and in 
the other areas, the damage is more extensive,”  Madsen 
said. “In some case, the road is washed away.”

Unhappy at the hermitage
At New Camaldoli Hermitage — which is located 8 

miles south of the washout — general manager Rich Veum 
is worried it will be months before the monastery’s gar-
bage will be picked up.

“Here we are cut off again on the South Coast, and the 
only essential service that has made some attempt to con-
tinue serving us is the USPS. The postmaster is saying he 
will deliver mail to us two times a week by driving all the 
way around,” Veum told The Pine Cone. “Neither UPS, 
Fed Ex or Waste Management have made plans to continue 
service in some way.”

“Big Sur Kate” Novoa also addressed the issue of mail 
in her blog.

“Andrew, our postmaster, asked me to pass on his as-
surance that during the closure at Rat Creek, he would be 
having mail delivered Tuesdays and Fridays for the dura-
tion for those of us south of Rat Creek,” Novoa reported. 
“Obviously, it is not carved in stone, as there are many 
factors that could affect this, but he was doing everything 
in his power to make sure that happens.”

Despite the damage to Highway 1, many businesses 
are open north of Coast Big Sur, along with State Parks 
day-use areas. South of Rat Creek, United States Forest 
Service campgrounds and day-use areas will open as the 
closure area along Highway 1 shrinks. Those staying at 
forest service campgrounds need reservations, which can 
be made at recreation.gov.

To publish a legal notice in 

The Carmel Pine Cone contact 

irma@carmelpinecone.com  |  831-274-8645 

(Se habla Español)
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Best Friend is Lois Lamar
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at the Crossroads, 
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She quit Wells Fargo in 1979 and I 
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do Ochoa said. “We look forward to hosting fans from Sa-
linas Valley, to Seaside, to Santa Cruz, and beyond.”

League president Jake Edwards said he sees the Monte-
rey Peninsula as a great market for the game. “We’re very 
excited to welcome Monterey Bay FC to the USL Champi-
onship,” Edwards said. “CSUMB is in a diverse and beau-
tiful community that has a tremendous passion for soccer.”

The team is owned Ray Beshoff, a native of Ireland and 
lifetime soccer fan who found success as a San Francisco 
Bay area automobile dealer. He is the former owner of the 
Fresno Foxes, which disbanded after the 2019 season. He 
lives in Monte Sereno but also owns an oceanfront home 
in the Highlands.

“Over the years, I have seen the passion for soccer that 
exists in Monterey Bay,” Beshoff said. “We will build this 
club and community with our fans, and invest in retaining 
its talent and diversity, starting with revitalizing a stadium 
on the campus of Cal State Monterey Bay.” 

The league, which has a media deal with ESPN, has 
30 teams split into Eastern and Western conferences. It al-
ready has two teams in California — the Oakland Roots 
SC and the Sacramento Republic FC — giving the local 
team a couple of in-state rivals.

While the Monterey Bay team will be in a tier below 
Major League Soccer, team official Erika Bjork told The 
Pine Cone that an in-season tournament each year will 
give the team an opportunity to play MLS teams like the 
San Jose Earthquake.

The team intends to invest millions into stadium up-

SOCCER
From page 1A

grades, according to university spokesperson Walter Ryce.
“When completed, the venue’s capacity will be over 

6,000,” Ryce reported. “The development is expected to 
boost the region’s sports profile and attraction, increasing 
opportunities for the university’s students, and add recruit-
ing power to the school’s athletics program.”

Athletic director Kirby Garry also chimed in on the 
benefits of an upgraded stadium.

“The shared-use stadium will benefit students through 

training, competition and internships,” Garry said. “It will 
bring people together on our campus as a gathering place. 
And game day will be fun and lively on a weekend night.”

Bjork said Beshoff will unveil plans for stadium up-
grades “within the next couple weeks.” 

The new team hasn’t settled on its logo or colors yet, 
and is interested in hearing ideas from fans. The team’s 
website, which promises an inaugural season in 2022, is 
montereybayfc.com.
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Merilyn passed on January 15th with pneumonia 
complications from COVID-19.
She was born in Fresno, CA to William “Nattie” and 
Faye Hurd. She spent her childhood in the Central 
Valley, graduated from Merced High School, where 
she met her partner for life, Bill Baldwin.
They were married on Valentine’s Day in 1943 and 
celebrated 77 years together.
In 1957 they moved to Carmel, then San Jose and 
Sonora. They shared adventures; like opening a pie 
shop, building homes, with Merilyn painting and 
hanging wallpaper. Dressing up as “Elsie” for the 
Borden company in parades and at the fair. Finally 
returning to the Monterey Peninsula in 2012.
Merilyn was a devoted wife, mother and mother-
in-law to 6 children; Rick (Anne) Baldwin, Susan 
Moon, Pamela (Clyde) Klaumann, Jim (Maureen) 
Baldwin, Rod (Linda) Baldwin, and Kathleen Hutter.
They were blessed with 13 grandchildren, 18 great-
grandchildren and 2 great-great-grandchildren. 
Merilyn learned the day before her passing, a 
great-grandson is expected in July.
She is also survived by her sister, Beverly Pugh of 
Carmel and brother, Jim Hurd (Francine) of Santa 
Rosa.
Her husband Bill Baldwin died in June of 2020.
Merilyn also worked outside the home after the 
children started school. She was as secretary 
for Roth Chevrolet in Merced and later at Roller 
Chevrolet in Monterey. A teller at the Bank of 
Carmel and as a medical assistant for Dr. Donald 
Scanlon in Carmel. 
Merilyn was a poised and beautiful woman. A 
wonderful cook and she’ll be remembered for her 
delicious pies. A gifted seamstress making dresses 
for her daughters who learned the love of sewing 
from her. She also created dresses for her sister’s 
wedding attendants. She was a talented crafter, 
too, always busy with a special project with pine 
cones, blown-out eggshell ornaments, crocheting, 
embroidery or fabric creations.
Above all, Merilyn was dedicated to her family, 
strong but with a gentle and beloved spirit. The 
annual summer trip to Lake Tahoe was no vacation 
for her, always preparing meals and keeping a 
clean campsite, she made treasured memories for 
her family that will last their lifetime. Thanks Mom, 
we will always love and miss you.
A celebration of life for both Merilyn and Bill will 
hopefully be held late summer. Donations in their 
memory may be sent to Community Church of the 
Monterey Peninsula P.O. Box 222811 Carmel, CA 
93922

Merilyn Faye Baldwin
April 26, 1924-January 15, 2021

Hal passed away January 18 with his wife Marilyn by his side. The son 
of Hugo and Irene Kren, Hal was a proud native San Franciscan. 

Hal graduated from U.C. Berkeley in 1941. The seminal experience of his 
life was his military service as a bombardier in the Army Air Services 
with the 8th Air Force based in England during World War II. He flew 35 
combat missions and was awarded a Distinguished Flying Cross and five 
Air Medals. 

Hal moved to the Monterey Peninsula with his first wife, Dorothy, and 
children in 1956 to join a scientific research group as Business Manager. 
Positions as Chief Financial Officer at several other local, closely held 
scientific and engineering companies followed.

After earning an MBA from San Jose State University, where he had 
the distinction of being the oldest full-time student in the program, he 
had a second career as a college instructor, business consultant, investor, 
and landlord. That same spring, 1971, Hal and Marilyn were married in Carmel, beginning a long and 
fulfilling life together.

Hal was an accredited expert witness at Superior and Federal Courts, 
conducted an active business in real estate finance, and was a Senior 
Arbitrator for the American Arbitration Association.

Intellectually and culturally curious, Hal was an avid reader, and loved 
telling stories. Family was of primary importance to him, followed closely 
by friendships, which were long and durable. The constancy and his love, 
care, and attention, freely given to both, will always be remembered.

Active in his community, he was a member as well as an officer and/or director 
of a number of organizations over the years, including Monterey Chapter 
of the American Red Cross, Monterey Branch of UNICEF Committee, 
Monterey Peninsula Chamber of Commerce, Council of Monterey Bay, 
Carmel Foundation, Pacheco Club, U.C. Alumni Association, Monterey 
Rotary Club, and Alliance on Aging. He also served for 7 years as chair 
and member of the Monterey County Assessment Appeals Board. Hal was 

a counselor with SCORE into his 90s, was past Chairman of the Monterey Bay Chapter, and served as a 
national judge for SCORE’s nationwide plan. He was a longtime member of the Beach and Tennis Club, 
and pledged to himself that he would play tennis until his 90th birthday – he did. 

Hal celebrated his 100th birthday this past September with his Park Lane friends at a socially distanced 
dinner. Longtime friends and his extended family celebrated with him at an outdoor, socially distanced 
and masked picnic the following weekend.

Hal leaves behind his loving wife of 50 years, Marilyn, as well as his children; Jennifer Ross (Wayne), 
Kati Lewis (Alan), Alan Kren (Margaret), Michael Leigh, Marilyn’s daughters Ellen Campbell ( Jerry 
deceased), Valerie Morin, grandchildren; Brian Ross (Paula), Jennifer Vanoli (Mike), Lindsey Morin, 
James Campbell (Raea) and six great grandchildre his niece, Robynne Neuhaus-Basta (Michael) and 
nephews; Mark Neuhaus (Susan)and Jeffrey Neuhaus. He was predeceased by his sister, June Neuhaus.

HAROLD EDWIN KREN
September 10, 1920 - January 18, 2021

Monterey, California 

G
unhild Beardwood passed away peacefully on December 28, 2020, at the age of 104. 

She lived though two world wars, the 1918 flu pandemic, the Great Depression, the 

polio epidemic and every other important event during these 104 years. Gunhild was born 

in Moorhead, MN, the granddaughter of immigrant Norwegian farmers and photographers 

and moved to Seattle as a young girl. She met her husband, Jack Beardwood, at the 

University of Washington. She lived life well as a typical wife and mother of her time and 

this life afforded her many incredible experiences. As an adult she lived in Washington 

DC, Santa Monica, CA, Portuguese Bend, CA, and 50 

years in Carmel. Gunhild had many good stories to 

tell as she met many interesting and famous people in 

her Hollywood days when Jack was the editor of Life, 

Time and Fortune for the West Coast and in Washington 

DC with the Associated Press and then in the Eisenhower administration, helping 

set up the Department of Health, Education and Welfare. She loved playing golf, 

for years at the Carmel Valley Golf and Country Club, and had two holes in one. 

She also loved creating art, whether it be painting, ceramics, or knitting intricate 

sweaters. She traveled extensively. More than anything “Gigi” loved her family 

… her daughter Linda Atkinson and son-in-law Frank, her three granddaughters, 

Patricia Atkinson, Gunhild Kristin Jordan (Larry), and Robin Fox (Michael) and 

her five great-grandchildren, Jordan, Lauren and Jack Fox and Liv and Annika 

Jordan. She in turn was loved wholeheartedly by her family and her friends for 

her cheerfulness and kindness.

We would like to thank the staff at the Carmel Valley Manor Health care for the 

wonderful care of her and their great hugs.

GUNHILD LOUISE FLATEN BEARDWOOD
June 14, 1916 – December 28, 2020

has increased during the pandemic shutdowns. Prior to 
those comments, he “thanked” councilman Jeff Baron “for 
the advice, and I quote, ‘Don’t throw good money after 
bad,’ as I was applying for an encroachment permit” so he 
could accommodate patrons outside, as long as he serves 
food. “And a special, ‘Thank you,’ to Chip, who politely 
questioned the validity of my business to achieve profit-
ability and suggested my bar was merely a hobby and I 
should consider doing something else.”

Other than saying he had no intention of changing the 
newly imposed universal closing time, neither Rerig nor 
any council members responded to Logan’s comments.

But that and other issues could arise when the ad hoc 
committee of Mayor Dave Potter and councilman Bobby 

CURFEW
From page 1A

Richards holds its first public meeting Monday, Feb. 8, 
at 4 p.m. The committee was formed shortly after Rerig 
started allowing outdoor dining in public spaces last spring 
to help restaurants survive the shutdowns, and the council 
decided to turn it into a “standing committee” and invite 
community members to participate. 

‘Good cross-section’
The group now includes Carmel Chamber of Commerce 

CEO Jenny MacMurdo, clothing-store owner Todd Tice, 
Tess Calhoon from Lloyd’s Shoes, Visit Carmel tourism 
group executive director Amy Herzog, resident Graeme 
Robertson, hotel executive Mary Crowe, Tim Twomey 
from the Carmel Residents Association, and restaurateur 
Tony Salameh.

“The mayor and Mr. Richards agreed to expanding that 
group to ensure we have a good cross-section of our com-
munity represented,” Rerig said.

Also at the Feb. 2 meeting, councilwoman Carrie Theis 

expressed relief the stay-home order was lifted, saving the 
council the trouble of having to wrangle with the legalities 
of allowing outdoor picnicking in parklets, the subject of 
another special meeting a couple of weeks ago.

She asked that now that they’re serving people onsite 
again, restaurateurs follow the rules.

“I don’t want the police having to police that part of our 
city,” she said. “There are certain things the police need 
to be doing, and that, for me, is catching criminals and 
preventing criminal activity.”

A guest of her hotel had a car broken into while it was 
parked on the street over the weekend, she said, “so there is 
criminal activity out there, and that’s what they need to be 
focusing on. So I hope the restaurants really follow their 
permits.”

Everybody reads The Pine Cone
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Lillian Florentine Lampi of Carmel died peacefully in her sleep on January 23rd, just 2 
weeks shy of her 105th birthday. She enjoyed good health, was always full of adventure and 
never stopped learning throughout her life. 

She was born in St. Louis, Missouri. Her parents 
were of German descent and she was the third of six 

years old. Across the street lived a large Finnish family. 
The Lampi family had 17 children and the two families 
became very close. They lived through all the hardships 
of the depression and formed a close bond. That bond 
endures today with the descendants. 

She was a bookkeeper and continued throughout her 

she married that handsome boy across the street, Carl 
Lampi, in Washington, D.C. Carl and Lillian moved to 

other family members moved out from Michigan and 

winter. She really enjoyed golf, tennis, swimming, skiing and ice skating.

traveling, sports, needlecraft and singing. When Carl passed away she moved downtown to 

“super six.” Lots of fun and merriment continued with this group of close friends. 
She joined the Carmel Mission Choir and formed new friendships. This special group 

would love and take care of her throughout the rest of her life. She played golf until she was 

had to watch her as she was always walking too 
fast for the rest of the group.

Lillian is survived by her sons Bill and Jim (Sharon), 

well as hundreds of cousins.
Always a good volunteer, she loved to go to the 

Salvation Army Day Care Center to play the piano 

Carmel Foundation was a wonderful resource for 

one of these great organizations, or her beloved 
Carmel Mission Choir would welcome a donation 

We would like to thank Kathleen Voris and her 
staff at the Carmel Villa for their excellent loving care. A service will be held at a later time 
and she will be laid to rest with her husband Carl in Calumet, Michigan. Her family and 
friends will all miss her chocolate chip cookies and how she used them as currency.

LILLIAN FLORENTINE LAMPI
1916   2021

On Sunday, Jan. 24, 2021, John K. Ishizuka, 96, 
peacefully passed away at home. 

In 1948, he graduated from the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, now the School 
of Dentistry, University of the Pacific, San 
Francisco, CA. John then began a 35-year dental 
career on the Monterey Peninsula. 

He is survived by his wife, Momoyo; children, 
Trisha, David (Christy), Terri (Stan) Ikeda, and 
Kathi; grandchildren, Misha, Jonathan, Garrett, 
Lucille; great-grandchildren, Kaylee and Paxton 
and his sister, Joanne. His father, Kunisaburo, 
his mother, Taka, and his sister, Yuriko preceded 
him in death.

John enjoyed hunting, fishing, cars and farming. 
In later life, he was still able to participate in 
some way with these passions with the help of 
loving friends he considered extended family.

There will be a private service for immediate 
family at interment. The family requests those 
who wish to express sympathy consider 
making a donation to their favorite charity or 
the Monterey Peninsula Salvation Army: 1491 
Contra Costa St., Seaside, CA 93955. Please 
visit thepaulmortuary.com to sign John’s guest 
book and leave messages for his family. 

JOHN K. ISHIZUKA

RCFE: 275294322 200 Glenwood Cir. | Monterey, CA 93940 | ParkLaneMonterey.com

of money laundering.
“Two of the defendants have prior serious or violent 

strike allegations,” the district attorney said. “One of the 
defendants is pending trial for murder. The total fraud in-
volved in this case exceeds $40,000.”

To deal with the fraud locally, a task force was formed 
that included the district attorney’s office, the Monterey 
County Sheriff’s Office, Marina Police, Monterey Police 
and CSUMB Police. According to Pacioni, “many more 
arrests and charges are expected.”

“The task force, with assistance from the state EDD and 
federal investigators, continues to investigate hundreds of 
suspects, both jail inmates and their outside accomplices,” 
she added.

The scam involved prisoners partnering with others 
outside the jail to apply for funds from the federal Pandem-
ic Unemployment Assistance program on a huge scale. In 
one twist of the scheme, applicants received the money on 
debit cards, which were sent to addresses outside of the 
jail or prison. The prisoners, in turn, received a cut of the 
proceeds from those who were assisting on the outside. 

Pacioni said local law enforcement became aware of 
the scam after overhearing prisoners talk about it at the 
Monterey County Jail in Salinas. The district attorney said 
the fraud also happened in the county’s two state prisons.

Sacramento County District Attorney Anne Marie 
Schubert suggested it could be “the biggest fraud of tax-
payers’ dollars in California history.”

FRAUD
From page 1A

campaign, which ended Jan. 11. 
Chamber president Moe Ammar said that while he es-

timated a maximum of 3,000 coupons would be turned in, 
the number was much higher than that.

“We ended up with 4,357” coupons redeemed, Ammar 
told The Pine Cone. “Honestly, I was blown away by the 
response. Clearly the residents and visitors of P.G. love the 
local restaurants.”

Each $10 coupon generated an average of $30 in sales 

P.G. Chamber coupons exceeded expectations
By KELLY NIX

A PACIFIC Grove Chamber of Commerce promo-
tion to encourage people to patronize the city’s restaurants 
during the pandemic was highly successful, with diners re-
deeming more than 4,000 coupons, according to the presi-
dent of the business organization. 

In late November, 2020 the P.G. Chamber mailed $10 
coupons to 9,000 city residents, and ran advertisements 
with coupons in The Pine Cone and the Monterey Herald. 
Eight retailers also handed out the coupons as part of the 

for restaurants, according to a P.G. Chamber report.
“Therefore, the estimated economic impact of the pro-

motion was $145,000 including gratuity,” the report said. 
“The total chamber investment was $52,000, excluding 
overhead expenses such as administration and staff time.”

The chamber fully reimbursed the 35 participating 
Pacific Grove restaurateurs who collected the coupons, 
amounting to $43,570. There were no minimum purchase 
requirements on the coupons, which excluded tax, alcohol 
and gratuity. If a customer purchased an item that cost only 
$6 and used the $10 coupon, for example, the Chamber 
reimbursed the restaurant the full $10.
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• SEWER & DRAIN LINE CLEANING

• HYDRO-JETTING • TELEVISED SEWER LINES

• GREASE TRAP PUMPING & MAINTENANCE

• SEPTIC SYSTEMS PUMPED, SERVICED, 
  REPAIRED & INSTALLED

 MONTEREY SALINAS

 831-659-2465 831-422-7324

Serving Monterey County Since 1956

73 W. Carmel Valley Rd. Unit #28 | Carmel Valley 93924
St. Contr. Lic. # 494738 | www.psts.net

BILL PARHAM
Best Father, mentor

and leader.
You have been missed!

Rest in Peace.
2/13/1941 ~ 1/31/2020
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Margaret Ellen Jonsson Rogers

4pm - until sold out 
Curbside Available

Try our famous weekly carving station 

831-624-3821
6TH & JUNIPERO, CARMEL

Dinner Specials
Thursday
Prime Rib

Boneless Porkloin 

Friday
Prime Rib

Baked Salmon

Saturday
Prime Rib

Leg of Lamb
Served with sautéed veggies, scalloped potatoes, garlic bread and sauce choice. 

✴ ✴

GraystoneAuctions.com

Submit your questions to Larry@GraystoneAuctions.com

Graystone Realty & Auction, Inc. 
Estate, Downsizing & Inventory Specialist

831-277-1882 • GraystoneAuctions.comDRE#02103680

Dear Larry,
? - Elizabeth in Carmel

Dear Elizabeth,
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Dear Larry
 BY LARRY MESLER

About 75 percent of Monterey County’s 
coronavirus infections have occurred in 
Salinas and South County.

Similarly, District 1 County Supervisor 
Luis Alejo said he didn’t understand why, 
with “our technology and resources,” more 
vaccine clinics have not been set up “in 
places like East Salinas” to “give priority” 
to people “who are the most vulnerable,” 
including those living in overcrowded con-
ditions. He asked for a vaccine reservation 
system specifically for residents in that 
area.

“I can almost feel what’s happening 
right now. That those poorest neighbor-
hoods and the hardest-hit zip codes like in 
93906 and 93905 … I just don’t feel they 

EQUITY
From page 1A

are getting equal opportunities to get those 
appointments,” Alejo said. 

District 4 County Supervisor Wendy 
Root-Askew agreed.

“I think this is another situation where 
we are seeing the systemic inequities result 
in inequitable distribution in vaccine to the 
communities who really are most signifi-
cantly impacted,” she said.

The supervisors did not offer data to 
support the alleged “inequities” nor spec-
ulate who might be responsible for them.

In a presentation to the supervisors, 
county health officer Dr. Ed Moreno said 
Safeway has agreed to administer vaccines 
to those 75 and older at two of its Salinas 
stores, while the while the Visiting Nurse 
Association is planning to partner with 
Salinas-based nonprofit housing developer 
CHISPA to give vaccines to residents of se-
nior housing facilities.

District 2 County Supervisor John Phil-

lips said the panel should consider inject-
ing more cash into a $5 million outreach 
program the panel OK’d in December 2020 
that has community health workers help-
ing people get tested and vaccinated in the 
poorest areas of the county. The supervi-
sors did not discuss Phillips’ proposal.

However, at the end of the supervisors’ 
discussion on the epidemic, the board 
voted to send a letter to CVS, Gov. Gavin 
Newsom and other elected officials, in-
cluding Congressman Jimmy Panetta, urg-
ing the drugstore chain to “reconsider the 
placement” of the vaccine clinics.

“We support the program, but we be-
lieve it must be administered equitably to 
ensure it does not exacerbate the alarm-
ing trend we are seeing in the county and 
across the country of Covid-19 spreading 
through communities of color at higher 
rates,” said the letter released by the county 
late Wednesday night.

The supervisors — including Mary Ad-
ams, whose district includes the Carmel 
area — unanimously OK’d the motion.

Improving?
Adams had a rosy outlook on vaccine 

administration in her district, which also 
includes Carmel Valley, Big Sur, Pebble 
Beach and Pacific Grove. Adams recog-
nized that while her constituents had had 
a difficult time registering and making ap-
pointments to get immunized, her staff is 
helping residents do that.

“I think things have really turned around 

and improved,” Adams said. “People are 
able to get appointments now, when they 
had not been able to beforehand.”

She urged constituents to call her dis-
trict office “because we will be able to help 
you maneuver the system to get an ap-
pointment” at (831) 647-7755. 

Numerous Peninsula seniors told The 
Pine Cone last week said they had given 
up on being been vaccinated in Monterey 
County and traveled to Santa Cruz Coun-
ty for the shot. Monterey County’s vacci-
nation registration website, mcvaccinate.
com, seems to be perpetually fully booked 
for appointments.

An 82-year-old Pacific Grove resident 
said she was able to get an appointment 
Thursday at CSUMB through the county 
registration system. “I was amazed at the 
efficiency,” she told The Pine Cone.

But county administrative officer 
Charles McKee acknowledged “everyone 
has been frustrated and challenged” by the 
lack of enough vaccines, but it “isn’t the 
fault of the county health department” or 
vaccine providers. 

“There are various clinics around the 
county that are stepping up and doing a 
great job providing the vaccine,” McKee 
said. “we just need more of it here local-
ly, and as soon as we get it, we will keep 
pushing to make that happen and get it into 
people’s arms.” 

Moreno said about 39,000 vaccine dos-
es have been shipped to Monterey Coun-
ty — a figure that does not include the 

amount the county has or-
dered. About 23,000 doses 
have been administered, he 
said.

“It’s a very rough esti-
mate, but about 60 percent 
of vaccine has been admin-
istered thus far,” Moreno 
said. He also pointed to 
declining case and hospi-
talization rates, which he 
said appear to mark a “clear 
trend.” 

The county’s seven-day 
average of new cases per 
100,000 residents was 43.3 
— far from the 7.0 neces-
sary to move from the Pur-
ple Tier to the less restric-
tive Red Tier, but way down 
from the 126.4 average rate 
reached one month ago.

BESTBEST
HouseHouse

CleaningCleaning  

‘16, ‘17, ‘18
‘16, ‘17, ‘18

So Many Dust Bunnies,
So Little Time

• Experienced
• Professional

Offering a personal 
and friendly touch

for 30 years.

BONDED
HOUSECLEANING

SPECIALISTS
626-4426

TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL
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Welcoming 
New Customers

• No Long Waiting Time
• Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*

• Accepting Most Medicare Part D Plans
• Same Day Delivery • Accepts Tricare

• Pet Prescriptions 
*In-stock inventory 

Over 100 Years of Service
Still Locally Owned & Operated

CARMEL DRUG STORE
Ocean Ave. & San Carlos, Carmel

831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStore.com     

Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm • 7 Days a Week

*Lender credit: up to $1,500 credit toward third-party closing costs and waiver or our usual $350 origination fee. 
All loans subject to credit approval. Owner-occupied 1-4 unit California residential property only. Maximum loan-

Rates and programs terms subject to change without notice. MCU 
employees, volunteers and immediate family members are not eligible. MCU complies with applicable state and 

GET A MORTGAGE WITH MCU
REFINANCE ANOTHER LENDERS LOAN

UP TO $1500 LENDER CREDIT*

Its Easy! 
Apply Today!

831-647-1000Downtown Monterey

Monterey, CA 93940 

Harden Ranch 1760 Airline Highway

NMLS# 486797
YOUR SAVINGS INSURED TO $500,000 PER ACCOUNT

This institution is not federally insured, 
or insured by any state government.

work in Monterey County’s agricultural industry.
“Only after successful testing has been accomplished 

should seasonal workers be allowed to work within our 
county,” according to the Jan. 26 letter. “Similarly, we 
strongly support vaccination programs which prioritize 
the essential workers employed in the agricultural sector.”

Highest infection rate
No other area in the country, according to The Times, 

has had a higher case rate during the pandemic than Yuma, 
a border town. 

In their pitch, the mayors said Monterey County must 
not suffer another coronavirus surge costing thousands of 
jobs and devastating the restaurant, hotel and retail indus-
tries.

“What happens in our agricultural sector directly im-
pacts the ability of the Monterey Peninsula’s main employ-
ers to employ thousands of laid-off workers,” they said. 
“Our communities and service levels depend on the suc-
cessful management of seasonal workers in our county. 
We simply cannot afford to continue being stuck in a tier 
which restricts or even destroys our economies, and with 
that, the livelihood of thousands of residents.”

People who work in Monterey County’s agricultural in-
dustry have accounted for 3,270 coronavirus cases, while 
those who are “retired or unemployed” have accounted for 
3,344 cases. However, 23,273 infections in the county are 
attributed to people in job sectors that are “unknown or 
under investigation.” 

Mayor Bill Peake told The Pine Cone that during a 
Monday Zoom meeting between the mayors and the coun-
ty supervisors, District 4 Supervisor Wendy Root-Askew 
“thanked the mayors for their letter and support for mi-
grant farmworker vaccinations.” 

The supervisors have not, as a board, however, decid-
ed whether migrant farmworkers should be required to 
take coronavirus tests before working in the county. Fifth 
District Monterey County Supervisor Mary Adams was 
non-committal when The Pine Cone asked if she support-

SEASONAL
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ed the move.
“That’s something that we have been looking at,” Ad-

ams said during a Wednesday press conference. “We are 
looking at whole lot of things to do with the migrant farm-
workers coming to our community.”

County supervisors — two days after the mayors’ letter 
— issued their own letter to California Gov. Gavin New-
som, saying Monterey County has been placed at a “dis-
tinct disadvantage” compared to other counties, including 
Santa Cruz and Santa Clara, both of which have chain hos-
pitals, such as Sutter and Kaiser, and therefore get more 
vaccine allocation. 

The state, they said, also does not factor in the thou-
sands of migrant workers who come to the county every 
year as part of the overall population.

“These factors make the calculation for distribution to 
Monterey County patently unfair to county residents,” to 
the supervisors said.

The board requested Newsom authorize a special al-
location of vaccine for the Monterey County agricultural 
workers, arguing the county, its hospital, Natividad Med-
ical Center, and the agriculture, hospitality and education 

industries, “agree that it is imperative that we vaccinate the 
most at-risk for exposure who are our valued farmworkers, 
quickly and safely, for the well-being of the entire com-
munity.” 

The supervisors went on to say that Monterey County 
is simply not receiving enough vaccine doses to immunize 
farmworkers, and they requested “more transparency” 
from the state about the number of vaccines California 
counties receive so they can “ensure we receive our fair 
and equitable share.”

“We request the state’s immediate assistance to supply 
vaccines for the current agricultural workforce popula-
tion, and for the additional influx of migrant agricultural 
workers coming to our community starting in the next few 
weeks,” the supervisors said.

Adams said the panel is “advocating so strongly at the 
state level for a separate vaccine allotment for the 35,000 
additional people coming into our community in the next 
couple months.”

There’s no word on whether the California Department 
of Health or Gov. Gavin Newsom’s office has responded 
to the request.

P L A T I N U M G R O U P R E . C O M

WOODSIDE, CA. ESTATE

310 KINGS MOUNTAIN ROAD, WOODSIDE, CA 
5 BED | 5.5 BATH | 5,893 SQ FT | NEW PRICE $10,750,000

SALE PENDING

919 RIPPLE AVENUE | PACIFIC GROVE
3 BED | 2.5 BATH | 2,581 SQ FT

RYAN RANCH OFFICE BUILDING 

15 HARRIS COURT, BUILDING A | MONTEREY  
2,550  SQ FT | $875,000

831.915.9710
BECK@PLATINUMGROUPRE.COM

BROKER DRE 01747647
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ent shift pattern than the city departments do, so figuring 
out scheduling for the ambulance could be tricky.

Working with Monterey would build on existing rela-
tionships and agreements, while a contract with Cal Fire 
would subject city fire services to the state’s oversight, To-
masi pointed out. Monterey Fire and the ambulance’s re-
sponse times are very quick, but there may be no guarantee 
those would continue if the station was run by the state.

“Chip or I would be contacting someone in Sacramen-
to, trying to get them to meet our requirements,” he said. 
“That would be another big challenge.”

Tomasi outlined goals for contract negotiations, includ-
ing finding ways to cut costs, figuring out the best way to 
manage the ambulance, and increasing public outreach on 

FIRE
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20210268

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is(are) doing 
business as: CARMEL FAMILY DENTAL, 
26335 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Ste. 5, 
Carmel, CA 93923.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
Monterey. 
Name of Corporation of as shown in 
the Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: ANNE 
SIMONSEN, DMD, INC., 26335 
Carmel Rancho Blvd., Ste. 5, Carmel, 
CA 93923.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA 
This business is conducted by a 
corporation. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on Nov. 12, 2020.
S/ Anne F. Simonsen, President
Date: Jan. 29, 2021
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT 
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant 
who declares as true information, which 
he or she knows to be false, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) 
(B&P Code 17913). I am also aware 
that all Information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing 
pursuant to the California Public Records 
Act (Government Code Sections 6250-
6277).
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Jan. 29, 
2021
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence address of a 
registered owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 14411 et 
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Publication dates: Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, 
2021. (PC211)

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20210296

Filing type: NEW FILING - with 
CHANGE(S) from the previous filing.
The following person(s) is(are) doing 
business as: AMERICAN ART GALLERY, 
Dolores and 7th, Carmel, CA 93921.
Mailing address: P.O. Box 4154, 
Carmel, CA 93921.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY. 
Registered Owner(s): 
DVORIT AMIR ELZAFON, 4127 Sunset 
Lane, Pebble Beach, CA 93953.
ALEC I. ELZAFON, 4127 Sunset Lane, 
Pebble Beach, CA 93953.
This business is conducted by a married 
couple.
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on Oct. 13, 2000.
S/Dvorit Amir Elzafon
Feb. 2, 2021
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT 
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant 
who declares as true any materiel matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code the registrant knows 
to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000). I am also 
aware that all Information on this 
statement becomes public record upon 
filing pursuant to the California Public 
Records Act (Government Code Sections 
6250-6277). 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Feb. 2, 2021.
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in 
the statement pursuant to Section 17913 
other than a change in the residence 
address of a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business 
Name in violation of the rights of another 
under Federal, State, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
Publication dates:  Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, 
2021. (PC213)

P U B L I C  N O T I C E S      P U B L I C  N O T I C E S
FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20210208

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is(are) doing 
business as: MARITA’S SHOES, 547 
Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 
93950.
Mailing address: 551 Lighthouse Ave., 
Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY. 
Registered Owner(s): 
MARITA I. JOHNSON, 299 Park Cir., 
Marina, CA 93933.
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on N/A.
S/Marita I. Johnson
Jan. 21, 2021
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT 
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant 
who declares as true any materiel matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code the registrant knows 
to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000). I am also 
aware that all Information on this 
statement becomes public record upon 
filing pursuant to the California Public 
Records Act (Government Code Sections 
6250-6277). 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Jan. 25, 2021.
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in 
the statement pursuant to Section 17913 
other than a change in the residence 
address of a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business 
Name in violation of the rights of another 
under Federal, State, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
Publication dates:  Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, 
2021. (PC209)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20210268

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is(are) doing 
business as: CARMEL FAMILY DENTAL, 
26335 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Ste. 5, 
Carmel, CA 93923.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
Monterey. 
Name of Corporation of as shown in 
the Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: ANNE 
SIMONSEN, DMD, INC., 26335 
Carmel Rancho Blvd., Ste. 5, Carmel, 
CA 93923.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA 
This business is conducted by a 
corporation. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on Nov. 12, 2020.
S/ Anne F. Simonsen, President
Date: Jan. 29, 2021
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT 
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant 
who declares as true information, which 
he or she knows to be false, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) 
(B&P Code 17913). I am also aware 

that all Information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing 
pursuant to the California Public Records 
Act (Government Code Sections 6250-
6277).
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Jan. 29, 
2021
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence address of a 
registered owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 14411 et 
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Publication dates: Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, 
2021. (PC211)

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20210279

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is(are) doing 
business as: EPSILON, 422 Tyler St., 
Monterey, CA 93940.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY. 
Registered Owner(s): 
CHRISTOPHER LAWRENCE HIX, 124 Via 
Gayuba, Monterey, CA 93940.
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on Feb. 1, 2021.
S/Christopher Lawrence Hix
Feb.1, 2021
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT 
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant 
who declares as true any materiel matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code the registrant knows 
to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000). I am also 
aware that all Information on this 
statement becomes public record upon 
filing pursuant to the California Public 
Records Act (Government Code Sections 
6250-6277). 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Feb. 1, 2021.
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in 
the statement pursuant to Section 17913 
other than a change in the residence 
address of a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business 
Name in violation of the rights of another 
under Federal, State, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
Publication dates:  Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, 
2021. (PC210)

Publication date: Feb. 5, 12, 2021 (PC212)

LIEN SALE AUCTION ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that Pursuant to the California Self-
Service Storage Facility Act, (B&P Code 21700 et. Seq.), 

the undersigned will sell at public auction; personal property 
including but not limited to furniture, clothing, tools, 

and /or other misc. items.
Auction to be held at 1pm on February 19, 2021  

at www.selfstorageauction.com.
The property is stored at: 

Leonard’s Lockers, 816 Elvee Dr., Salinas, Ca 93901 

Alejandro Duran Delgado 
Elizabeth Maxine Fernandez 

Angela Viviegra 
Buddy Ferguson

Carlos Romero Aguilera
Juan Martinez

Carmen Leticia G Banda
Tracey Renae Montgomery
Barbara Joanne Tregenza

Jordan Deaton
Javier Andrade

NAME OF TENANT

Notice is hereby given by the applicant, ARAM KINOSIAN, 
pursuant to Government Code Section 65956 that the following 
permit will be approved on March__, 2021:

Project Name: Kinosian
Monterey County Resource Management Agency [RMA] 
Planning Number: PLN190387
Project Location: 3202 Del Ciervo Rd., Pebble Beach, CA 
93953
Assessor’s Parcel Number: 008-361-029
Permit Type: Combined Development Permit
Planning Area: Del Monte Forest Land Use Plan
CEQA Status: Categorically Exempt [CEQA Guidelines Section 
15302]
Permitting Agency: Monterey County- RMA-Planning, 1441 
Schilling Pl.- South, 2nd Floor, Salinas, CA 93901
Project Description: Combined Development Permit consisting 
of: 1) Coastal Administrative Permit and Design Approval to 
allow the construction of a 1,199 square foot Accessory Dwelling 
Unit with a 284 square foot covered porch and a 225 square foot 
breezeway, 330 square foot rear deck, a 1,426 square foot two-
car garage, 501 square foot mechanical room and elevator; and 
new driveway with retaining walls to the garage from existing 
auto court; 2) Coastal Development Permit to allow the removal 
of three (3) Coast Live Oak trees; and 3) Coastal Development 
Permit to allow development within 750 feet of known 
archaeological resources. The property is located at 3202 Del 
Ciervo Road, Pebble Beach (Assessor’s Parcel Number 008-361-
029-000), Del Monte Land Use Plan, Coastal Zone.

The project shall be deemed approved if the Permitting Agency 
has not taken any action pursuant to this Notice within 60 days.

Should the project be deemed approved under this Notice, such 
approval is appealable to the California Coastal Commission.

THIS NOTICE WAS PREPARED BY ANTHONY LOMBARDO 
& ASSOCIATES, AGENTS FOR THE APPLICANT ARAM 
KINOSIAN.

NOTICE OF APPROVAL BY
OPERATION OF LAW

Publication dates: Jan. 29, Feb. 5, 2021 (PC136)

Publication date: Jan. 29, Feb. 5, 2021 (PC141)

LIEN SALE AUCTION ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the California Self-Service 
Storage Facility Act, (B&P Code 21700 et. seq.), the undersigned 

will sell at public auction; personal property including but not 
limited to furniture, clothing, tools, and/or other misc. items.

Auction to be held at 1PM on February 12th, 2021 at 
www.selfstorageauction.com.

The property is stored at: 
StoragePro of Carmel, 9640 Carmel Valley Road, 

Carmel, CA 93923. 

NAME OF TENANT
Tracy Ann Ogorman

Publication dates: Jan. 22, 29, Feb. 5, 2021. (PC131)

T.S. No.: 2016-01395-CA               A.P.N.:189-151-010-000
Property Address: 268 West Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley, CA 93924

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY OF 
INFORMATION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE 

RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES 
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.

NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION 
IN THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 02/23/2006. 
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NA-
TURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER.

Trustor: Leann Ray, As Surviving Joint Tenant
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 03/06/2006 as Instrument No. 2006019660 in book ---, 
page--- and of Official Records in the office of the Recorder of Monterey County, 
California,
Date of Sale: 03/04/2021 at 09:00 AM
Place of Sale: MAIN ENTRANCE, MONTEREY COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 168 W. ALISAL STREET, SALINAS CA

Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably estimated costs and other charges: 
$ 1,141,502.50

THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER 
FOR CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK DRAWN ON A STATE OR NATIONAL 
BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR 
A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN AS-
SOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED 
IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO 
BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:

All right, title, and interest conveyed to and now held by the trustee in the hereinaf-
ter described property under and pursuant to a Deed of Trust described as:

More fully described in said Deed of Trust.

Street Address or other common designation of real property: 
268 West Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley, CA 93924
A.P.N.: 189-151-010-000

The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street 
address or other common designation, if any, shown above.

The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, 
regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum of 
the note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as provided in said 
note(s), advances, under the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses 
of the Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The total amount of 
the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reason-
able estimated costs, expenses and advances at the time of the initial publication of 
the Notice of Sale is: $ 1,141,502.50.

Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the right to bid less than the total debt owed, 
it is possible that at the time of the sale the opening bid may be less than the total 
debt.

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful bidder’s 
sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return of monies paid to the Trustee, and 
the successful bidder shall have no further recourse.

The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has executed and delivered to the undersigned 
a written request to commence foreclosure, and the undersigned caused a Notice of 
Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property 
is located.

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this 
property lien, you should understand that there are risks involved in bidding at a 
trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the 
highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear 
ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned 
off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may 
be responsible for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before 
you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the 
existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by 
contacting the county recorder’s office or a title insurance company, either of which 
may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, 
you should be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed 
of trust on this property.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale 
may be postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a 
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The law requires that 
information about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the 
public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether 
your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date 
for the sale of this property, you may call (866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web 
site http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/DefaultManagement/Trustee-
Services.aspx using the file number assigned to this case 2016-01395-CA. Informa-
tion about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in time 
to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information 
or on the Internet Web site. The best way to verify postponement information is to 
attend the scheduled sale.

NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this property after the 
trustee auction, if conducted after January 1, 2021, pursuant to Section 2924m of 
the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the 
property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you 
are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to purchase the property if you exceed the 
last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising 
this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call 
(866)-960-8299, or visit this internet website http://www.altisource.com/Mortgage-
Services/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx, using the file number assigned 
to this case 2016-01395-CA to find the date on which the trustee’s sale was held, 
the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you 
must send a written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no 
more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must submit a bid, by remitting 
the funds and affidavit described in Section 2924m(c) of the Civil Code, so that the 
trustee receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you may 
qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider con-
tacting an attorney or appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice 
regarding this potential right to purchase.

Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary 
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line: (866) 960-8299 
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/DefaultManagement/
TrusteeServices.aspx

Date: January 14, 2021
(s) ___________Trustee Sale Assistant

WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
MAY BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

ARTIST ROFILESP
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fire awareness and prevention, given that the city “is in a 
high-risk fire area.”

He recommended the council approve a 12-month con-
tract extension with Monterey so they can develop a new 
agreement and noted that would also save Monterey the 
trouble of adjusting its budget and making other changes.

Fire chief on board
Monterey Fire Chief Gaudenz Panholzer thanked Rerig 

and Tomasi for their time and supported negotiating with 
his city.

“In either case, I would urge you to do the 12-month 
extension,” he said, because it’s unlikely the council could 
have a new agreement with another agency in place by 
July 1.

“I’m certainly on board to find ways to improve the ser-
vices and make the contract something more like what you 
want and what the residents of Carmel want,” he said.

City councilman Bobby Richards, a member of an ad 

hoc committee with councilwoman Carrie Theis to work 
on improving fire and ambulance services, made the mo-
tion to extend the MFD contract for a year.

Councilman Jeff Baron questioned whether the com-
mittee is needed at all, but Rerig said it “is the perfect ve-
hicle.”

“Over the course of the last decade, we’ve learned so 
much about the relationship, and both parties have learned 
there are opportunities for improving the relationship and 
improving the contract,” Rerig said. “I foresee part of the 
work of the ad hoc group will be to solicit feedback from 
our stakeholders — our residents and property owners.”

Councilwoman Karen Ferlito said she is “really look-
ing for a very robust response from Monterey Fire about 
fire fuel abatement, defensible space, and preparation for 
wildfire.”

“I heard a lot about that on the campaign trail,” she said. 
“People are worried, they want to hear and see what we’re 
going to do if that happens and how to best manage it.”

P U B L I C  N O T I C E S
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T H I S  W E E K

mented by that of volunteer lighting de-
signer Ken Smith, who added “added light 
and haze and colors to really showcase the 
emotions of the place,” Reilly said.

The program includes J.S. Bach’s Violin 
Partita No. 3, BWV 1006: Gavotte en Ron-
deau, Astor Piazzolla’s Tango Etude No. 

4 & 5, and Sergei Prokofiev’s Sonata for 
Solo Violin, Op. 115, along with “Alone,” 
a commission written by the symphony’s 
composer-in-residence, John Wineglass, 
especially for Mok.

Reilly said Wineglass’s piece contrasts 

Violinist performs at empty Sunset
OFFERING ITS first concert of the 

new year, the Monterey Symphony pres-
ents a solo performance by concertmaster 
and violinist Christina Mok Friday at 4 
p.m.

Recorded last week at Sunset Center, 
the concert will be streamed online, and 
you can watch it for free.

“Christina is a phenom-
enal violinist,” symphony 
executive director Nicola 
Reilly told The Pine Cone. 
“She has an unbelievable 
tone and touch with her in-
strument, and her intonation is just flaw-
less.”

Instead of placing his camera in the au-
ditorium, filmmaker Doug Mueller shows 
Mok from behind the stage, which makes it 
possible to see that she’s playing in an emp-
ty auditorium — a nod to the many empty 
venues that have stayed closed during the 
pandemic. Mueller’s work was comple-

county,” Greenwald said. “All are juniors 
and seniors.”

Nine students took home honors, includ-
ing Evelyn Flores of Everett Alvarez High, 
who won Best of Show, Haley Armstrong 
of Carmel High, who earned first place in 
painting, Ailani Corona-Miramontes of 

Trinity Christian High, who received first 
place in mixed media and graphics, and 
Mohamed Karaki of Pacific Grove High, 
who took first place in sculpture.

The pieces were juried by artists Ben 
Anderson and Margaret Niven, and 

STUDENT-ARTISTS STEP INTO THE SPOTLIGHT

TWO NEW shows offer a glimpse into 
the future of the local art scene.

At Carmel Art Association, the cre-
ative talents of 47 high school students are 
showcased in the annual For the Love of 
Art contest and exhibit, which opened on-
line this week.

First done at the down-
town gallery in the 1940s 
as a statewide competition, 
the show was revived seven 
years ago as a countywide 
contest. Co-organizer Kath-
ryn Greenwald told The 
Pine Cone the contest gives kids a healthy 
creative outlet during a challenging time.

“Art is so important because it helps 
kids express feelings,” Greenwald said. 
“The work in the show reflects that — and 
is reflective of our times. It’s the students 
speaking out in beautiful ways.”

The students all live in Monterey Coun-
ty. “They come from every corner of the 

On a High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS

Art Roundup
By CHRIS COUNTS

See MUSIC page 20A See ART page 26A

OldFishermansGrotto.com
39 Fisherman’s Wharf

CALL NOW TO PLACE  
YOUR ORDER: 
(831) 375-4604

C H E F  J U A N ’ S  C L A S S I CC H E F  J U A N ’ S  C L A S S I C

Valentine s
 DayMeal
Valentine s

 DayMeal

TWO 6oz PRIME FLAME BROILED FILET MIGNON  
Topped with Demi-Glace Sauce and Portabella Mushrooms

TWO SUCCULENT -7oz  
OVEN BROILED LOBSTER TAILS  

with Clarified Butter
TWO Stuffed Twice Baked Potatoes

TWO Servings Roasted Organic Vegetables
TWO Servings Kings Hawaiian Rolls

Champagne for TWO
TWO Chocolate dipped Strawberries and a Layered  

Chocolate Cake with Raspberry Buttercream Frosting,  
topped with fresh Raspberries

Served Family Style and carefully  
packed for your home enjoyment

PREORDER THROUGH FRIDAY FEBRUARY 12TH 
(Available only on Valentine’s Day)

CURBSIDE PICK UP ONLY 11AM - 8PM
GPS ENTER: 1 Fisherman’s Wharf | Monterey, CA 93940

MEAL FOR 2 $150  |  MEAL FOR 4 $300 (Includes 4 servings)

To Go!

LOCAL & ORGANIC | PATIO SEATING | DOG FRIENDLY | FULL BAR

831.626.8226
San Carlos between Ocean & 7th

www.basilcarmel.com

Friday, February 12th, Saturday, February 13th & Sunday, February 14th

Join us at our outdoor covered 
and heated patio 

Take-out options also available
Select from our regular menu or our Valentine’s Day Specials! 

Complimentary Special cocktail for each guest and a little surprise!

Celebrate Valentine’s Day 
with Basil

Make your 
reservations 

now!

Blending Old World Tradition with New World Inspiration

Violinist and concertmaster for the Monterey Symphony, Christina Mok is pictured here playing in an 
empty Sunset Center — an appropriate image for the pandemic. Her performance will be streamed 
Friday at 4 p.m.

“Familiar” by Raven Cook (left) and “Lemonheads” by Michelle Foley (right) are included in the Youth 
Arts Collective’s Valentine’s Day Art Show, which opens Feb. 10 online. Thirty-five student-artists from 
14 to 22 are participating in this year’s exhibit.
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Soup to Nuts
By MARY SCHLEY
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LINE-UP
SMOKED BABY BACK RIBS

18 PIECES, BBQ & MUSTARD SAUCE

BRAISED GREENS 
WITH BACON & ONIONS

SOUTHERN STYLE RANCH BEANS
WITH BACON & ONIONS

CABBAGE & BRUSSELS SPROUTS
SWANK FARMS

APPLE CIDER SLAW DRESSING
CORNBREAD & HONEY BUTTER

HOUSE-MADE

LINE-UP
CAB SLIDER BEEF PATTIES

8 EA. WITH BUNS, LETTUCE & TOMATO

1.5 LBS. SMOKED PULLED PORK
BBQ SAUCE

LOADED POTATO SKINS
BACON, CHEESE, SCALLIONS

POTATO CHIPS
HOUSE-MADE WITH ONION DIP

QUAIL BAKED MAC & CHEESE
PICKLE CHIPS

HOUSE-MADE

WHAT’S YOUR GAME PLAN?
PRE-ORDER FOR PICK-UP BY THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4

CALL 831.620.8875.

LIVE FROM YOUR HOME!
FOR THE BIG GAME  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7

VS

B
A

B
Y

 B

ACK RIBS Beef Sliders

BABY BACK RIB 
PLATTER  $95

Beef Sliders
Platter $75

EACH PLATTER SERVES UP TO 4 PEOPLE!

WWW.PLAZADIAZ.COM

PLAZA DIAZ
RECEIVE 10% OFF

Use code PLAZADIAZ10
at our website & select curbside pickup

Original Founders of Plaza Linda Mexican Restaurant, 
Since 2009 we have been operating at 

The Presidio “DLI” serving those that serve.
- Dean, Jossie , Rob & Rene

Dinners - Family Meals - Prepared Meals

DELIVERY AVAILABLE THROUGH YOUR FAVORITE DELIVERY APP

Now 

Taking Orders

4pm - until sold out 
Curbside Available

Try our famous weekly carving station 

831-624-3821
6TH & JUNIPERO, CARMEL

Dinner Specials
Thursday
Prime Rib

Boneless Porkloin 

Friday
Prime Rib

Baked Salmon

Saturday
Prime Rib

Leg of Lamb
Served with sautéed veggies, scalloped potatoes, garlic bread and sauce choice. 

✴ ✴

phy’s and Grasing’s.
Byrne said his conversations with the 

restaurant owners often “bring me to tears,” 
considering the challenges they and their 
employees have faced for nearly a year. 

He said he and Allen “feel so fortunate 
to be able to help them help those in need.”

In addition, nearly a half-dozen restau-
rants and a florist in Monterey have been 
delivering meals and flowers to healthcare 
workers at Community Hospital, and sim-

ilar arrangements are in the 
works to take care of front-
line staff at Natividad and 
Salinas Valley Memorial, 
thanks to the grant program.

“All of the restaurants 
have been very positive 

about this and have been producing great 
meals for surrounding communities,” he 
said. “We would like to continue the pro-
gram after the current grants have been 
used.”

Half a million
The $112,000 paid to restaurants fol-

lowed a $30,000 program to provide meals 
for kids in Carmel Unified School District 
and the Boys & Girls Clubs of Monterey 
County, and $40,000 worth of gift cards 
from 40 local restaurants that were distrib-
uted by the Monterey Firefighters Associ-
ation.

All told, Byrne said, since Allen start-
ed Carmel Gives last spring to help peo-
ple through the shutdowns, the group has 
raised about $521,000. 

Allen and his real estate team have do-
nated a percentage of their earnings, with 
90 other individual donors helping out, as 
well. 

So far, they’ve spent more than 
$412,000 on projects like the restaurant 
grant program, equipment purchases, 
beautification efforts and other improve-

Helping restaurants help others, Valentine’s Day options, and high honors
CARMEL GIVES — the nonprofit 

started by realtor Tim Allen to help busi-
nesses and individuals make it through 
the economic slowdown caused by the 
pandemic — has spent nearly $200,000 
at local restaurants that have, in turn, pre-
pared thousands of meals for school kids, 
seniors, shut-ins and others having a hard 
time putting food on the table. 

Dale Byrne, who manages programs 
for Carmel Gives, said this week that more 

than 20 restaurants are part of the group’s 
program.

After the restaurants and other food 
businesses prepare the meals, they are 
delivered by Carmel Gives to various lo-
cations around the county where they are 
then distributed to people and families,  
Byrne said Monday. Distribution points 
include soup kitchens, churches and min-
istries, and encampments. 

“This week, we will be delivering over 
500 meals,” he said.

Bruno’s Market has signed on to pre-
pare some of the food and is now handling 
the deliveries, which allowed the market to 
hire back another employee, according to 
Byrne. 

Restaurants preparing plates for Meals 
on Wheels and other organizations include 
Stationaery, Mission Bistro, Patisserie 
Boissiere, Basil, Pangaea Grill, Pescadero, 
Carmel Ocean Grill, Il Tegamino, La Bale-
na, Carmel Bakery and Vesuvio, Cultura, 
Katy’s Place, Rise + Roam and Seventh & 
Dolores, The Cottage, Village Corner and 
Flaherty’s, Castle Rock Catering, Surf N 
Sand and Bruno’s, La Playa Carmel, Bro-

ments and efficiencies. To 
help, go to carmelgives.org.

 Farmers, too
The farmers market or-

ganizer, Everyone’s Har-
vest, reported a 28 percent 
increase in funds distributed 
by the state through its Mar-
ket Match program last year, 
as more locals receiving gov-
ernment help turned to farm-
ers markets as a way to get  
food.

Market Match is a state- 
taxpayer-funded healthy 
food incentive program that 
matches federally funded 
nutrition assistance benefits 
like food stamps and WIC at 
farmers’ markets.

The program doubles the 
buying power of low-income 
shoppers while benefiting 
the farmers selling at the 
markets.

Over the past decade, 
Everyone’s Harvest has han-
dled more than $175,000 in 
CalFresh purchases for fruits 
and vegetables at its mar-
kets, and last September set 
records “as more families 
than ever now rely on farm-
ers markets for produce,” 
according to Reid Norris, 
executive director of the Ev-
eryone’s Harvest.

“We are delighted to 
help ensure food securi-
ty for those who need it 
most,” he said. For more information, visit 
everyonesharvest.org or marketmatch.org.

 Super Bowl feasting
Still don’t know what to eat during Sun-

day’s big game between the Kansas City 
Chiefs and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers?

Cantinetta Luca on Dolores south of 
Ocean is offering an Italian feast to go just 
in time for game day, including wood-fired 
chicken wings with Diavola hot sauce ($15 
per dozen), a salumi board to feed two to Continues next page

Pescadero (top) is part of a group of downtown restaurants given 
grants from Carmel Gives to help feed the needy. Justin Cogley 
of Aubergine, meanwhile, likes using the freshest ingredients.

four for $34, an antipasti platter for six to 
eight for $120, vegetable crudite ($45 for 
six to eight), two different sandwiches for 
$16 to $21 each or $60 to $80 for a platter, 
and pizza and a six-pack of beer for $35.   

The lineup also features take-and-bake 
wings, lasagna Bolognese, eggplant par-
mesan, and tiramisu for dessert.

Cocktails to go are blood orange mar-
garitas and classic Negronis for $25-$27 
for two to three servings, six-packs of beer, 
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Estate Winery
1972 Hobson Ave., Greenfield
831.386.0316

Carmel-by-the-Sea
San Carlos & 7th
831.626.WINE (9463)www.scheidvineyards.com

Home Delivery & Curbside Pick-Up Available

SCHEID WINES ARE JUST AS DELICIOUS AT HOME!

LOCALLOCAL
DELIVERYDELIVERY

We’re open for outdoor dining! 
For take-out orders call us, for delivery use the

 ‘Online Ordering’ tab on our website

rosinesmonterey.com
831-375-1400 • 434 Alvarado St., Monterey

Hours: Mon-Fri 11-8; Sat & Sun 9-8 

Plat Composée: 
Roasted Beet Tapenade with Endive Petals

Onion-Walnut Bread w/Fromage Blanc
House-Marinated Provençal Olives

  Second Course
Sweet Pea St. Germain Soup ~ Savory Lavender Shortbread

Entrée Selections
Gratinéed Seafood Melange ~ Prosciutto-Wrapped Asparagus 
Chevre & Herb-Stuffed Chicken Breast ~ Wild Mushroom Tart   

Slow-Braised Lamb Shank Provençal ~ Ratatouille Nicoise
Dessert

House-Baked Lemon Tart in Almond Lattice Pastry

“In Love with Provence”“In Love with Provence”
A Very Special Valentine Dinner…To Go!A Very Special Valentine Dinner…To Go!

Pick Up ~ Saturday, February 13thPick Up ~ Saturday, February 13th

Reservations:659-0400 Baum & Blume Catering                                              
4 El Caminito Rd, Carmel Valley…taste the Love!  

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com 
$0.50 per word ($25 min. charge) 

• Add a photo for your event for only $25 •

CALENDAR
Feb. 13 — “In Love with Provence” — A Very Special 

Valentine’s Dinner-to-Go! 
~ entrees: Lamb Provençal w/Ratatouille, Chevre-Stuffed 
Chicken w/Mushroom Tart, Seafood Melange Gratinée. 
Dessert: Tarte au Citron. $115 for 2. Pick up Feb. 13. Baum 
& Blume and The Carriage House, 4 El Caminito, Carmel 
Valley (831) 659-0400. Menu: www.baumandblume.com

Feb. 14 — Big Sur Vineyards at 1 Del Fino Place in 
sunny Carmel Valley Village celebrates Valentine’s 
Day noon to 7 p.m. Join them for live music with Tom Faia 
and Kate Miller (4 to 7). Enjoy a glass of sparkling rosé or 

$25. Reservations suggested: (415) 686-4550 or lenora@
bigsurvineyards.com.

Feb. 18 — Aspire Health Plan Presents: Emotional 
Eating, a Virtual Community Connections Class. Ever 

to 11 a.m. to learn what emotional eating is, how it works, 
and strategies for dealing with it. This event is free. We ask 
you to register so we can know how many people to expect. 
RSVP to (877) 663-7651, or www.aspirehealthplan.org/
connections2021

Feb. 23 — Aspire Health Plan Presents: Heart Healthy 
Burgers, a Virtual Community Connections Class. 

Join us 1 to 2 p.m. for a Cooking Demo and see how easy 
it is to serve up a fresh take on healthy. This event is free. 
We ask you to register so we can know how many people to 
expect. RSVP to (877) 663-7651, or www.aspirehealthplan.
org/connections2021

Beautiful outdoor dining on our 
spacious heated patio.

Many of our tables are covered from the rain
25 tables available Tues-Sun nights, 4:00-8:00pm

Please call after 2pm for reservations

Dinner & Takeout starting at 4:00pm

831-250-7188
Food, Cocktails, Wine menus at surcarmel.com

3601 THE BARNYARD, CARMEL 93923

We’re 
back!

it benefiting children. In the “Share the Love Campaign,” 
20 percent of all sales will benefit the nonprofit Partner-
ship for Children, which 
provides transportation to 
medical services for chil-
dren with life-threatening 
conditions. The money will 
be used to buy gas cards for 
the children’s families.

Valent ine’s- inspired 
packages are being offered 
all weekend. For every six 
bottles purchased, custom-
ers will receive three Val-
entine cookies from Sweet 
Elena’s in Sand City. And 
sparkling rosé will be 20 
percent off Feb. 12–14.

The Twisted Roots tast-
ing room is located at 12 
Del Fino Place and is open 
from noon to 5 p.m. Thursday through Sunday. For more 
information or to order, call (831) 594-8282, email info@
twistedrootsvineyard.com or visit twistedrootsvineyard.
com.

Alta for two
Chef Ben Spungin’s Alta Bakery and Café in Monte-

rey is offering a romantic dinner for two to go for $145 
per couple, with watercress salad with beets and feta, Beef 
Wellington with sides of creamed spinach and roasted car-
rots, and chocolate pot de crème for dessert — along with 
a couple of slices of banana bread for “the morning after.”  
Order online at altamonterey.com and pick up at 502 Mun-
ras Ave. on Valentine’s Day.

The whole weekend
Bernardus Lodge at Carmel Valley Road and Laureles 

Grade is suggesting couples go big and spend the whole 

and various wines by the bottle for $18 to $50.
Orders must be placed online by 8 p.m. Feb. 5, and tax 

and a 10 percent service charge will be added. Everything 
can be picked up between noon and 3:30 p.m. on Feb. 7. 
Go to cantinettaluca.com.

 Valentine’s Day planning
Pulling out all the stops for Valentine’s dinner with your 

sweetie will look a little different this year, of course, but 
there are still plenty of options for splurging.

At Aubergine, the tiny Michelin-starred restaurant in 
L’Auberge Carmel at Monte Verde and Seventh, executive 
chef Justin Cogley and pastry chef Yulanda Santos have 
planned a mysterious “romantic aphrodisiac menu” to be 
savored in the courtyard, as well as a to-go menu that can 
be enjoyed in the comfort of home.

At Aubergine, seatings will be available between 5 and 
8 p.m., and dinner will cost $275 per person, plus $195 for 
wine pairings or $250 for premium wine pairings, as well 
as tax and service charge.

The Valentine’s Day weekend dinner to go should be 
ordered by 1 p.m. Feb. 10 and can be picked up the fol-
lowing Friday, Saturday or Sunday between 3 and 5 p.m. 
It costs $275 for two, plus tax and service, and includes a 
half-bottle of rosé Champagne. The dinner will start with 
a half-dozen oysters, followed by a salad of baby gem let-
tuce, radish and winter citrus. The main course includes 
whole Maine lobster and dry-aged ribeye steak, with sides 
of honey-glazed baby carrots and housemade brioche buns. 
Dessert will be Valhrona chocolate cake with passionfruit 
coulis. Several indulgent a la carte items are available, too.

Call (831) 624-8578 or go to auberginecarmel.com.

Twisted Roots helps kids
Twisted Roots winery in Carmel Valley Village is orga-

nizing a Feb. 12-14 campaign to donate funds to a nonprof-

weekend at the Carmel Valley resort, with brunch from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., picnic baskets available for excursions to 
the beach or park between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., and dinner 
for two with truffled Caesar salad, pappardelle pasta with 
Dungeness crab and chanterelles, and prime beef filet or 
mirepoix-encrusted halibut, followed by Valhrona choco-
late cheesecake with meringue and berries. Various cock-
tails, wines and Chocolate Lovers — “playful and sharable 
chocolate indulgences” — are available, too. Find more 
information at bernarduslodge.com.

On the wharf
Old Fisherman’s Grotto on Fisherman’s Wharf is of-

fering a Valentine’s Day dinner for two to go, with filet 
mignon, lobster tails, twice-baked potatoes, roasted veg-
etables, rolls, chocolate-dipped strawberries, cake and 
Champagne. Dinner costs $150 for two people and $300 
for four, and can be ordered through Feb. 12 by calling 
(831) 375-4604. Curbside pickup will be available Feb. 14 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

 Montrio closed for redo
Beloved Montrio on Calle Principal in Monterey was 

abruptly shut down Jan. 27 for renovations, with its staff 
furloughed or given work at the owners’ two other restau-
rants, Rio Grill and Tarpy’s. 

“We have launched a renovation project at Montrio 

See FOOD page 27A

From previous page

Heidi Scheid
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PREORDER THROUGH SATURDAY  
FEB. 13TH AT (831) 372-8543
OUTDOOR DINING, PICK UP &  
CURBSIDE SERVICE 10:30am-8pm 
Regular menu available for takeout 

FishHopper.com | 700 Cannery Row

Valentine’s DayValentine’s Day
CHOICE OF: 

Seafood Fest
  World Famous Clam Chowder 

   Broiled Salmon with Sautéed  
Spinach

   Fresh Dungeness Crab with  
Drawn Butter and Lemon

   Peel and Eat Jumbo Prawns  
with Cocktail Sauce

  Our Popular Oyster Rockefeller

OR

Roasted 14 oz  
Prime Rib 
   Homemade Au gratin Potatoes  

with Caramelized Brussels  
Sprouts, served with Creamy 
Horseradish

$50 PER PERSON

Platter for 2
  Two 5oz Filet Mignon

  Two 6oz Lobster Tails

   Our Famous Macadamia Nut  
Halibut

  Grilled Prawns

  Seared Scallops

  Caramelized Sweet Potato

  White Jasmine Rice

  Seasonal Vegetables

  $150

– ALL WINE 25% OFF –
Sweetheart Special 

Nicolas Feuillatte “Blue Label Brut” - France $50

All dinners served with Chocolate dipped Strawberry and a Slice of Lemon  
Raspberry Cake with Raspberry Mousse and White Chocolate Frosting

WE ARE OPEN!

“One of the most dramatic vineyards in the state.” - Wine Enthusiast

Tasting Cottage
19 E. Carmel Valley Rd 

Open Friday-Sunday 12pm-6pm

Carmel-by-the-Sea
Dolores St, between Ocean & 6th

Open Monday-Sunday 12pm-6pm

ALBATROSSRIDGE.COM

for outdoor tastings
Taste our award winning wines 

WELCOME BACK!
We’ve missed you and look forward to seeing you soon!

the hustle and bustle of the pre-Covid world  with the sep-
aration and loneliness that followed.

“The first movement is about a frenetic pace of living, 
with everybody multi-tasking,” she explained. “The sec-
ond movement is about the total feeling of isolation that 
many of us felt in 2020.”

Next up for the symphony will be a concert by violinist 
Thomas Yee, which will be recorded inside the recently 
remodeled Pacific Grove Library and streamed Feb. 26.

To watch Friday’s concert, visit montereysymphony.
org.

Guitars, singers legal again
Thanks to a revised shutdown order by Gov. Gavin 

Newsom, live music at outdoor restaurants is legal again 
— as long as venues follow guidelines and everyone main-

MUSIC
From page 17A

tains their distance from one another. 
“Performers who are singing, shouting, playing a wind 

instrument, or engaging in similar activities without a face 
covering must maintain at least 12 feet of distance from 
spectators,” state guidelines say.

Not only will Rio Grill be open again for outside dining 
this week, but the popular Crossroads restaurant is hosting 
live music on its heated patio. The fun starts Friday when 
singer and guitarist Adrea Castiano plays at 1 p.m., and 
singer and guitarist Steven Shook performs at 4 p.m. The 
two also play Saturday at the same times.

The Rio Grill is located at 101 Crossroads Blvd. For 
more details, call (831) 625-5436.

One of first local musicians to take advantage of the 
return of legal live music was singer and guitarist Rick 
Chelew, who is thankful to once again see faces smiling 
back at him. He also quoted some words of wisdom from 
one of his favorite musicians.

“It sure feels good to be back out there playing live 
music for live people,” said Chelew, who also plays with 
Andrea’s Fault and Heartstrings. “We are all cautiously 
and safely celebrating the slow return of our beloved gath-

ering places, sharing food, drink, music and good times 
with friends whom we now appreciate more than ever. As 
Joni Mitchell said, ‘Don’t it always seem to go that you 
don’t know what you’ve got till it’s gone.’”

 Live music Feb. 5-11
Big Sur River Inn — singer and guitarist Rick Chelew 

(folk, Saturday at noon). On Highway 1 24 miles south of 
Carmel, (831) 667-2700. 

Massa Tasting Room in Carmel Valley — singer and 
guitarist Rick Chelew (folk, Sunday at noon). 69 W. Car-
mel Valley Rd., (831) 659-6221.

Tarpy’s — singer and violinist Razzvio (Friday at 1 
p.m.), singer and guitarist Zack Frietas (Friday at 4 p.m.), 
singer and keyboardist Alison Sharino (Saturday at 1 
p.m.) and singer and guitarist Zack Frietas (Saturday at 4 
p.m.). 2999 Highway 68, (831) 647-1444.

The Trailside Cafe in Carmel Valley — singer and gui-
tarist Rick Chelew (folk, Friday at 6 p.m.) and The Rio 
Trio (rock, Saturday at 6 p.m.). 3 Del Fino Place, (831) 
298-7453.
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the 1942 event. Bing bought a home in Pebble Beach in 
1943, and the event was reborn on the Monterey Penin-
sula in 1947 as Bing Crosby National Pro-Am — but The 
Clambake moniker endured.

Crosby put up the entire $10,000 purse for that first 
Pebble Beach event and gave the proceeds to charity, a 
tradition that continues today. The Monterey Peninsula 
Foundation has distributed $167 million to Monterey Bay 
charities since taking over as official tournament host.

With the move to the Peninsula came Crosby Weather  
— rain and wind that dependably delayed many rounds 
over the years. Harris, the comic, who claimed to represent 
“The Jack Daniels Country Club,” had his own nickname 
for the storms: “Double-bourbon weather.”

In 1962, when snow fell on the Peninsula for the first 
time in 40 years, postponing the final round, veteran pro 
Jimmy Demeret famously snarked, “I know I got loaded 
last night, but how did I end up in Squaw Valley?”

The game goes on, but the virus quarantines the fun at Pebble Beach
In 1953, on the 16th Hole at Cypress Point, pro Ed 

“Porky” Oliver etched himself into Crosby Weather lore, 
carding a 16 with a 50-mph wind howling off the water.

Sinatra gets the boot
Hollywood was represented at the Pebble Beach tour-

nament in the 1950s, ’60s, ’70s and ’80s by the likes of 
Mickey Rooney, Randolph Scott, Van Johnson, Dean Mar-
tin, Jack Lemmon, Clint Eastwood, James Garner, How-
ard Keel, Andy Williams, Tommy Smothers, Don Rickles, 
Sean Connery and Frank Sinatra.

Sinatra infamously was banned for life from the Lodge 
at Pebble Beach after punching Richard Osborne, son-in-
law of Pebble Beach founder S.F.B. Morse, in a dispute 
over room service.

“Whatever stories you’ve heard, they’re all true,” said 

See SPORTS page 27A

Peninsula Sports 
By DENNIS TAYLOR

GOLF ON TV without celebrities, like this year’s 
AT&T Pebble Beach National Pro-Am, is just another 
tournament, like the stodgy ol’ Masters: polite applause ... 
tip of the cap ... long, contemplative squints into the sun ... 
broadcasters speaking in hushed tones, even though they 

may be half-a-tank of gas away. “A good walk spoiled,” as 
Mark Twain wrote.

When the coronavirus epidemic forced AT&T officials 
to tell spectators they weren’t welcome, and celebrities that 
they weren’t invited, the fun was canceled, leaving only the 
game. As bummers go, it’s up there with being an 8-year-
old at a birthday party where pound cake is the dessert and 
the Guy Lombardo Orchestra is the entertainment. 

Entertainers and sports legends have been part of the 
tournament — originally known as The Crosby — since 
1937, when it was played at Rancho Santa Fe Country 
Club, near San Diego, and the celebrity field was largely 
from the sports world.

The earliest lists included Olympic champions Jim 
Thorpe and Johnny Weissmuller (TV’s “Tarzan”), sports-
writer Grantland Rice, baseball superstars Babe Ruth and 
Ty Cobb, and the greatest female golfer of her time, Babe 
Didrikson (identified in the 1942 tournament program as 
Mrs. George Zaharias.) A notable name on the amateur list 
was H. Bogart — yes, that H. Bogart — who starred in six 
movies released in 1936 and 1937. 

‘I’d rather have cash’
The host, of course, was crooner/movie star Bing Cros-

by, one of the biggest celebrities in the world at the time. 
Sam Snead (whose name was misspelled as Sneed) won 
the ’37 Crosby, taking home $500. When Bing present-
ed him with the check, Snead famously remarked, “If you 
don’t mind, Mr. Crosby, I’d rather have cash.”

Tournament officials spelled his name correctly in 
1938, when he won again. 

“It was really the first pro-am of any kind. It was my 
dad’s concept to put his Hollywood buddies together with 
his pro golf buddies,” said Nathaniel Crosby, Bing’s son, 
the 1981 U.S. Amateur champion whose interest in golf 
was ignited as a 7-year-old, when he handed pencils and 
scorecards to players at Cypress Point and Pebble Beach. 

According to lore, Bing’s close friend Phil Harris 
(bandleader on The Jack Benny radio program) nicknamed 
it The Clambake because of VIP beach barbecues that fol-
lowed each round, part of a perpetual party that went deep 
into every night, continuing long after the final putt.

“We’re expecting your friend, Bob Hope, but haven’t 
seen him this morning,” one interviewer prompted Bing.

“Oh, Bob doesn’t even start throwing up until about 1 
o’clock,” Crosby retorted.

The tournament was interrupted by World War II after 
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Back in the day: Actor/athlete Johnny Weissmuller (left) and actor/singer Dean Martin were two of the mainstays of the Crosby Pro-
Am during its Hollywood heyday — a time when the tournament was more of a party than a competition. Also, there was no pandemic.
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BEST of BATESEditorial

Sometimes it’s good for 
science to triumph over nature

A REMARKABLE milestone was achieved this week when the num-

ber of people vaccinated against the coronavirus in this country surpassed 

the number of people who’ve been infected with it.

According to the latest data from the CDC, 27,154,956 Americans have 

now received at least one shot of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, while 

26,277,125 people are known to have contracted the virus. Needless to say, 

the coronavirus had a bit of a head start, so why didn’t it stay in the lead? 

The answer is one of that illustrates one of the inherent contradictions of 

modern humanity — that even as millions yearn for a simpler and more 

natural life, they are still dependent on the achievements and institutions of 

civilization to preserve, if not enhance, the healthful, prosperous and inde-

pendent lifestyles they take for granted.

The simplest example of this phenomenon is travel. Until the modern 

era, almost everyone spent their entire lives within the confines of their 

horizon, and when they dared to venture out, the hardships of even a routine 

trip could be immense and were often deadly. 

Nowadays, thanks to hundreds of years of development of worldwide 

disciplines such as petrochemicals, metallurgy, navigation, fluid dynamics 

and computer science, not to mention the advent of things like corpora-

tions, the stock market, international treaties, and even capitalism itself, the 

modern travel industry has put quick and easy journeys to far-off parts of 

the globe within reach of the middle class. And if you want to, you can com-

fortably travel thousands of miles in just a few hours to attend a conference 

on the evils of the modern world. 

The Wuhan coronavirus may have evolved naturally, or it may have been 

created in a lab. Either way, once it was unleashed on the world, it was 

subject to nature’s rules for the spread of contagious illnesses among a pop-

ulation — a phenomenon first described in the mid-19th century by British 

epidemiologist William Farr, who charted the spread of a smallpox epi-

demic and concluded that its rapid, initial growth was inevitably followed 

by an equally rapid decline. Which explains why we’re not all dead right 

now of smallpox. Nature, after all, has no intent. It simply does what comes 

naturally.

Modern humans, on other hand, once they put their minds to something, 

can literally move mountains, and in the case of an epidemic of a deadly 

virus, have no intention of sitting around and waiting for Farr’s Curve to 

play itself out. First, the scientists try to develop a vaccine against the virus 

and, if they succeed, the industrialists set about to manufacture a great many 

doses of it, and then the government and the healthcare industry undertake 

a massive effort to get in injected into everyone’s arms — all of which can 

move much more quickly than a natural contagion.

The Wuhan coronavirus got its start more than a year ago, while the first 

doses of the vaccines weren’t released until mid-December. The fact that 

the vaccine is already in the lead, at least in this country, is a reason to be 

very glad that sometimes science can triumph over nature.

staff and residents. We tried to be prepared, 
but the process was not going smoothy. On 
Jan. 7, I sent an email to Congressman Jim-
my Panetta’s office with several concerns. I 
received a response the same day. On Jan. 
8, a group of us were meeting with his staff 
to discuss ways to expedite, simplify and 
put in place accountability measures to get 
the staff and residents of senior facilities 
vaccinated as quickly as possible. While 
broader vaccine problems exist, Panetta’s 
staff helped us with direct communications 
to CVS and Walgreens and much needed 
followup. They listened to other issues and 
recommendations. They even placed calls 
directly to senior care facility administra-
tors to see if there was more they could do 
to help.

As I write this, residents of all our coun-
ty’s skilled nursing facilities are scheduled 
for their coronavirus vaccinations. 

Siobhan Greene, CEO
Hospice Giving Foundation

Kudos to reporter
Dear Editor,

I want to thank Kelly Nix for the out-
standing job he is doing as a reporter for 
The Carmel Pine Cone. Kelly followed up 
on an accusation by one of our elected of-
ficials here in Pacific Grove and found that 
there is no proof of her allegations of “sys-
temic racism” in our police department or 
at city hall.

Pacific Grove is not Minneapolis or 
Kenosha or Louisville. Nor are the other 
cities of the Peninsula — Carmel, Monte-
rey, Del Rey Oaks, Seaside, Sand City, or 
Marina. While there are individuals who 
are racists in our area, when they have act-
ed up, they have been stopped and arrested 

Getting it right
Dear Editor,

There are many examples of how our 
county, state and federal government enti-
ties don’t work for our citizens, but there 
are also opportunities for collaboration.

I want to let your readers know there is 
a recent example of government that has 
worked to bring needed help to the resi-
dents of Monterey County nursing homes.

The Monterey County Palliative Care 
Collaborative was formed in 2018 by Hos-
pice Giving Foundation to provide coor-
dination among the professionals in our 
community who care for patients with seri-
ous illness. In April 2020, the collaborative 
invited the leaders of 16 independently op-
erated skilled nursing facilities to join their 
meeting to support them in dealing with 
the coronavirus.

Since that time, we’ve convened our 
skilled nursing facilities group weekly via 
Zoom with a primary emphasis on prevent-
ing the spread of the virus. There have been 
multitudes of state and federal guidelines, 
regulations and reporting requirements to 
assimilate. Many of these facilities share 
staff. Included on the calls are folks from 
the county health department, an infectious 
disease physician, and an ombudsman. De-
spite all the efforts, there have been out-
breaks, staff shortages, and dire circum-
stances affecting our county’s vulnerable 
senior care population. 

In December, our goals evolved to in-
clude vaccination of senior care facility See LETTERS page 25A
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Art can be colorful commentary

First Circuit Repertory Company of the 
Moroni Olsen Players, a group he found-
ed with Moroni Olsen in 1923 after grad-
uating from the University of Utah. They 
were scheduled to begin performances in 
Utah in January, and Foulger convinced the 
players to come to Carmel for rehearsals. 
He made arrangements to use the Abalone 

Theater.
In the meantime, Kuster’s 

prediction proved correct, 
and the Abalone League 
came to him with an offer 
to sell. In November 1929, 
Kuster bought the Arts and 

Crafts Club property and renamed its little 
theater the Studio of the Golden Bough. He 
also shifted his own plans for a children’s 
theater there, and arranged for the Moro-
ni Olsen Players to perform at the Theatre 
of the Golden Bough – the first live drama 
there in over a year.

The Carmel Music Society sponsored 
Russian pianist Vladimir Horowitz for a 
concert at the Golden Bough on Dec. 14. 
He was 26, and had made his American 
debut at Carnegie Hall just a year earlier. 
As the Great Depression took hold in early 
1930, Kuster allowed the movies to contin-
ue at his main theater and turned his atten-
tion to the smaller studio theater. 

The community pulled together with 
plans for a strong summer of productions 
at both the Forest Theater and the Studio of 
the Golden Bough. In July, Foulger direct-
ed “The God of Gods” in the Forest, while 
at the Studio Theater, Kuster staged his 

If at first you burn down the
theater, maybe don’t try again

EDWARD KUSTER, founder of the 
Theater of the Golden Bough, left for Eu-
rope in the fall of 1928, walking away from 
a feud with Carmel’s Abalone League. 
Rather than fight, Kuster leased his theater 
to a local movie operator. The League had 
taken over the Arts and Craft Club, intend-
ing to put Kuster and his theatrical tenants 

out of business. 
Kuster later recalled, “The town was 

scandalized, for I had made a movie house 
out of their lovely theater and had also de-
prived them of the opportunity to enjoy a 
good fight. But I had an instinctive confi-
dence that the Abalone baseball boys and 
girls were so little interested in theater for 
its own sake, that when they had no oppo-
nent, they would let their theater peter out.”  

Actors from Utah
Kuster, 51 returned to Carmel in August 

1929 with his new bride, Gay Newby, 24, 
and her 4-year-old son from a prior mar-
riage. He had acquired the rights to the 
first American performances of at least two 
plays which he would translate from the 
German. Shortly after his return, he also 
partnered with Blanche Tolmie to develop 
a children’s theater at the Golden Bough.

While Kuster was away, actor Byron 
Foulger and his wife moved to town. Foulg-
er was on sabbatical from the Utah-based 

ed. “The homeless live in full view on the 
streets, tent cities are normalized, and drug 
addiction recovery and mental health re-
sources are overwhelmed. The tech indus-
try can solve myriad problems, but does 
not offer any clear solutions to the afore-
mentioned issues it helped create.”

She used a riddling rack, wine bottles, 
wood, glass spigots, and plastic tubing to 
build an abstract representation of Presi-

dent Trump’s border wall in 
a piece entitled “Crush,” an 
allegory on socioeconomic 
divisions in class, and the 
struggles of undocumented, 
but essential, farmworkers.

Gregory’s piece entitled, 
“The Penny Test — Ledbetter v Goodyear,” 
comments on Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsberg’s role in convincing Con-
gress to pass the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay 
Act of 2009. The artist tells that story using 
a Goodyear tire with pennies inserted into 
its treads, plus two shades of Swarovski 
crystals decorating the sidewall to suggest 
RBG’s signature dissent collar. A convex 
mirror “hubcap” challenges the viewer to 
reflect on the power of disagreement.

Her most exhibited piece is “Under 
Pressure,” a global timeline on climate 
change. At 54 inches in height and 24 inch-
es in diameter, it is a dramatic rendition of 
Earth (which she replicated by painting the 
planet on a cracked, wooden ball), trapped 
under a glass bell jar decorated with rising 
graph lines to indicate temperature chang-
es. 

Perhaps the most remarkable thing 
about Gregory is that her art career had 
been dormant for decades until Christmas 
2017, when her husband, Jake, and first-

born daughter, Rae, conspired 
to enroll her in a Renaissance 
painting class (taught by Kristine 
Reiner-Hansen) at Seaside’s Open 
Ground Studios.

Gregory followed up with 
Chris Leib’s course on 30-minute 
painting, then signed up for an-
other taught by Paul Richmond, a 
resident artist at the studios.

Leib’s depictions of bonobos 
(AKA pygmy chimpanzees) as as-
tronauts inspired her to paint the 
Kardashians as chickens, and she 
brought that series to the first day 
of Richmond’s class. 

‘How dare you, sir!’
“Oh, you’re a lowbrow pop 

surrealist!” Richmond remarked 
when he saw the Kardashians as 
poultry.

“How dare you, sir!” Grego-
ry responded playfully. “You’ve 
known me 5 minutes, and you’re 
already calling me lowbrow?”

Gregory credits Richmond for 
encouraging her to take even more 
artistic license with her artwork.

And then, the floodgates 
opened. Since 2018, her work has 
been featured in shows — many of 
them juried — in Seaside, Monte-
rey, Pacific Grove, Healdsburg, 

IN EARLY 2020, after ordering 600 
X-Acto knives and a gazillion tiny com-
puter parts and obsolete circuit boards on 
eBay, conceptual artist Stacey Gregory 
surmised that somebody out there, in this 
day and age, might jump to conclusions.

“I’m probably on somebody’s watch 
list,” said Gregory, whose studio creations 
often make social or political statements. 
“I might be lucky that my husband is a re-

tired FBI agent.”
In truth, she had no nefarious intent. 

Gregory painstakingly assembled the odds 
and ends into a series of colorful, three-di-
mensional cityscapes depicting neighbor-
hoods in San Francisco.

A piece entitled “tech … tech … tech 
… BOOM” comments on what she calls 
“the stranglehold the tech industry has 
on an entire city, dictating the way people 
communicate, fall in love, order food, trav-
el, work, exercise and go to school.”

RBG and pennies
Recognizable in other assemblages are 

the Golden Gate Bridge, Lombard Street, 
the “painted ladies” Victorian houses, and 
the Palace of Fine Arts and the Marina, 
among other landmarks.

“As the tech industry flourishes, es-
sential workers, low income workers and 
many of the diverse populations which are 
necessary to the function and vitality of a 
major city are displaced,” Gregory lament-

See ARTIST page 25A
Stacey Gregory rediscovered her art career in 2018, and 
has been featured in numerous shows since then. 

PHOTO/JAKE GREGORY

See HISTORY next page

History Beat
By NEAL HOTELLING

Carmel’s Artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

(Right) Edward Kuster 
and his wife Gay starred 
together in “By Can-
dlelight” at the original 
Golden Bough in 1935, 
and in 1949 at the 
Filmarte Playhouse (be-
low). After the Golden 
Bough burned down, 
Kuster converted the for-
mer Arts and Crafts Hall 
theater on Monte Verde 
into the Filmarte theater.  
It burned down in 1949.

PHOTOS/HARRRISON 
MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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‘All Things to All People’

Pastor Luke Ham
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Church of the Wayfarer
(A United Methodist Church)

Worship With Us This Sunday 
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
February 7, 2021 at 10 a.m. 

    ch
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Worship Service Message from

  

Please join us by phone Sundays @ 10am 

for music, prayer, and readings from 

the Bible and the Christian Science 

textbook, Science and Health with Key to 

the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy, and 

on Wednesdays @ 7 pm for experiences, 

testimonies, and remarks, as well.

Phone 1-346-248-7799.

when prompted, add meeting ID

502 841 2746#
ChristianScienceCarmel.org

“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty .” — The Bible

First Church of Christ, 

Scientist, Carmel

“GOD’S BEING IS INFINITY, FREEDOM, 
HARMONY, AND BOUNDLESS BLISS.” 

— Science and Health

translation of Bertolt Brecht’s German play, “The Thrip’ny 
Opera” with music by Kurt Weill, the work that gave us the 
song “Mack the Knife.” In August, Kuster cast a young UC 
co-ed, Gloria Stuart, then 20, in Chekhov’s “The Seagull.” 

With no sign that the Depression would let up, in No-
vember 1930, Kuster agreed to a five-year lease of the 
Theater of the Golden Bough from David Bolton, who 
had 16 years of experience acquiring films for a California 
movie company, and in January 1931, the Golden Bough 
was renamed The Carmel Theater.  After a busy 1931 sea-
son, which included his translation of “Karl and Anna,” 
with Stuart in the part of Anna, the Kusters left for an ex-
tended vacation at Taos, where Gay’s father was an artist.  

Kuster allowed Galt Bell to stage plays at the studio 
while he was away. The Kusters returned in January 1931, 
and Gay gave birth to Colin Edward Kuster, her second 
child and his first.  

HISTORY
From previous page

In the meantime, Bell, with the help of 
some wealthy sponsors, had organized the 
Carmel Community Players. The group’s 
goal was to take control of Kuster’s the-
ater, and after a year of tension, Kuster 
leased the facility to the group in January 
1932.

The Kusters remained in Carmel for 
most of 1932 and got caught up in a con-
troversy involving a petition supporting 
communism, circulated by Ella Winters. 
While the Carmel Theater he had built 
was primarily a movie house, Bolton oc-
casionally opened it for concerts. Kuster 
played his cello there in July as part of a 
classical gathering.  

Still, the call of acting was strong. With 
no stage he could call his own, Kuster 
formed the Golden Bough Players and 
took them to San Francisco in October 
1932. In March 1933, he leased a play-
house on Sutter Street in San Francisco 
and staged plays there for several months. 
In early 1934, when the Community Play-
ers could no longer pay their bills, Kuster 
resumed control of the studio theater.  

In June 1934, he and his Golden Bough Players won 
first prize in a San Francisco contest with “Gregory’s 
Mother,” the unpublished play by Maurice Brown which 
had opened the Theatre of the Golden Bough in June 1924. 
They performed it again at the studio that August. 

A daughter, Marcia Gabrielle Kuster, was born in Oc-
tober 1934, just as Kuster began splitting his time between 
Carmel and Fresno. He began directing an acting troupe 
in Fresno and would also bring his Carmel productions to 
Fresno and Fresno productions to Carmel.  

In early 1935, Kuster began negotiations with Bolton 
to renew the lease on the original Theater of the Golden 
Bough. Kuster wanted to share the space, carving out 
times for stage productions around the movies. To show 
that it could work, Kuster restored the stage and produced 
a comedy of errors, “By Candlelight.” His Carmel cast ini-
tially performed it in Fresno on May 12 to strong reviews 
and then opened at the Golden Bough on May 17. It was 
the first play staged there since 1930. 

Fire brings change
A 3:45 p.m. performance was followed by the showing 

of a motion picture, and then another performance of “By 
Candlelight” at 11:15 p.m. To Kuster, the arrangement 

proved movies and quality plays could share the space. 
The point became moot when early on the morning May 
19, 1935, the theater caught fire. Volunteer firemen saved 
the retail buildings in the Court of the Golden Bough, but 
the theater was a total loss. It was a sad end of an era.

Kuster used the insurance money from the destruction 
of the Golden Bough Theater to outfit the studio theatre 
with projection equipment and re-opened it as Filmarte in 
September 1935 after making arrangements with a Holly-
wood theater to share its foreign and art films. Kuster then 
leased the operation to Central California Theater. A pro-
vision in the lease allowed some continued use for plays.    

Bolton, who before the fire had taken an option on lots 
on the southeast corner of Mission and Ocean pending ne-
gotiations with Kuster, proceeded to build a new and mod-
ern Carmel Theatre on the site. It opened in April 1936. 

Bizarre coincidence
Kuster’s interesting life continued for another 25 years, 

always centered around theater, but we will close our cur-
rent series by reporting that in July 1960, Kuster and his 
wife Gay began one last sojourn to Europe. Kuster’s life 
ended in Lugano, Switzerland, in September 1961. He was 
83. Gabrielle lived out her life at the home and studio her 
mother built in Carmel Valley. She died in 1978 at the age 
of 73. 

One last thing. You may wonder what became of 
Kuster’s Filmarte theater. In 1949, he revived “By Candle-
light” with most of the 1935 cast. It opened at the Filmarte 
to an appreciative audience on May 17, 1949, but early the 
next morning, that theater also burned down. 

Kuster eventually built a new Golden Bough Theatre, 
along with the smaller Circle Theater, at a site on Monte 
Verde Street — the very same theaters PacRep uses today. 

 Neal Hotelling has been researching and writing about 
Monterey County history for more than three decades. His 
email is nbhotelling@msn.com.

An interior of the Golden Bough theater the way it appears today. Edward Kuster 
opened this theater in 1952 after its earlier incarnation burned down.

PHOTO/PACREP THEATER
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Valentine’s Day Pre Fixe Menu    $60 per person
FIRST (SELECT ONE)

 with Caviar, Cucumber, 

Miners Salad 
Radishes, Chive-Creme Fraiche Dressing

ENTRÉE (SELECT ONE)
Scallops

Lamb Rack

“Tomahawk” Rib Eye for Two (+$25 per person) with Potato Gratin, 

DESSERT (SELECT ONE)

LOST 
Black puffy Moncler jacket

Friday, January 22nd, vicinity of 4th possibly between 
Carpenter and Post Office. Sentimental gift. 

(831) 624-4273 or (831) 915-7308 

408-591-6342

AVAIL ABLE
INTERIOR
SELF-STORAGE 
123 units - Ranging in size from 13 sq ft to 172 sq ft
7am - 7pm • Clean and Secure
Mid Valley Shopping Center on Carmel Valley Road
info@stanprop.com • www.stanprop.com

First monthFREE!

Novato, Palm Springs, Chico, Camaril-
lo, San Rafael, San Francisco, Oakland, 
Berkeley, Marin, Laguna Beach, Benicia, 
Sacramento, Santa Barbara and San Diego.

‘Best in Show’
“It’s been a quick ascent, and it’s been 

very exciting for me,” said the artist, who 
learned last week that one of her comput-
er-parts assemblages won Best in Show at 
an event called Magnum Opus at the Sac-
ramento Fine Arts Center.

The self-described “Connecticut Yan-
kee” grew up down the street from Yale 
University as Stacey Kupjanski, a top 
student and good athlete throughout her 
school days.

“My dad, an electrical engineer for 
Bell Telephone, and my mom, were very 
focused on education, determined that I 
would go to the best university I could, and 
I was on the same page,” she said.

But Yale was too close to home for her 
taste, so she opted instead to attend the 
University of Pennsylvania, where she ma-
jored in fine art, with minors in art history, 
biology, and, at the university’s Wharton 
School, marketing.

“I was determined to become a medical 
illustrator, so I really tried to punch up my 
biology, anatomy, and science, along with 
art,” said Gregory, who went on to study 
Communications Design at the Pratt Insti-
tute in Brooklyn, N.Y.

“As my art and writing skills grew, I 
started to think I might be better suited for 
advertising, and I interned with a packag-
ing-design firm,” she said. She added, “My 
claim to fame was creating the shade of red 
you see on all of those Burger King wrap-
pers.”

When she discovered that advertising 
jobs were difficult to find, and the pay was 
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disappointing, she came job hunting in 
California, staying with her sister, Adrian 
Hayne, who lived in Toro Park on Highway 
68, just outside Salinas. 

“Eventually, she fixed me up with Jake 
Gregory, who is my husband today,” said 
the artist, who was married in 1990. “When 
you grow up with a name like Kupjanski, 
your plan is to marry a guy who has three 
or fewer syllables in his name.”

Daughter Rae was born in 1996, and 
Claire arrived three years later. The Greg-
orys lived first in Springfield, Va., returned 
to Scotts Valley, moved to Monterey in 
2012 and reside today in Indian Springs, 
southeast of Salinas.

“Fun fact: As a high school senior, I 
walked into a stationery shop looking for 
things to put on my college dorm wall, 
found a fine art poster of the Lone Cypress, 
and bought it for $30 — a lot of money for 
a high school kid back then,” she said. “I 
schlepped that poster everywhere I went, 
not even knowing where the Lone Cypress 
was until I came here.”

Closing gifts
When Jake revealed that his college 

wall centerpiece was the famous Farrah 
Fawcett swimsuit photo, Stacey exclaimed, 
“Wow, look how close each of us came to 
our dream: I’m 20 miles from the Lone Cy-
press, and you wake up every morning next 
to me!”

Both daughters are Santa Catalina 
School alumnae. Rae, 24, teaches second 
grade in San Francisco. Claire, 21, is a fel-
low with SolarCorps Outreach and Clean 
Mobility in Sacramento.

Gregory’s artwork can be viewed on 
her website at skgregoryart.com, and on 
Instagram at skgregoryart. Gregory also 
is available for commissioned landscape 
paintings, and works with realtors, paint-
ing homes as closing gifts for their clients.

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in 
Monterey County. Contact him at scri-
belaureate@gmail.com.

Mary Kay Brewster MD
Rejuvenation Center

835 Cass St., Monterey

831-649-0111
FREE PHONE CONSULTATION

Now Offering
Concierge in-home treatments 

Non invasive “instant” results 

OFFERING THE MICRO NEEDLING/ SKIN RESURFACING 
DEVICE AND THE PELVIC FLOOR RELAXATION TREATMENT 

DEVICE, EXCLUSIVELY ON THE MONTEREY PENINSULA.  

BOTH USE RADIO FREQUENCY OR HEAT TECHNOLOGY. 
BOTH HAVE ESSENTIALLY NO DOWNTIME.

the very police who are being criticized. 
Pacific Grove is a safe, low-crime city 
thanks to the job our police department 
does; residents should be justifiably proud 
of them and the work they do.

Multiple senior staff members in our 
city have confirmed to me what Nix’s recent 
public records act request found. Going 
back five years discovered no complaints 
of racism or discrimination in either our 
police department or at city hall on the part 
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of employees, ex-employees, contractors 
or the public. Anyone who has gone past 
about the eighth grade has taken a civics 
class and knows that you just don’t accuse 
people of something without proof. That is 
not the way our judicial system works, and 
it is irresponsible for anyone — especial-
ly an elected person — to just willy-nilly 
make such unsubstantiated claims.

By asking questions and investigating 
— something which other reporters failed 
to do — Nix got to the truth. Thank you, 
Kelly, for doing such an outstanding job of 
being an actual reporter!

Rudy Fischer, 
Pacific Grove
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831.595.4999  ■  www.MaryBellProperties.com DRE#00649274

Impeccable Property on Carmel Point
Carmel-by-the-Sea  ■  5 Beds, 4.5 Baths  ■  $7,500,000  ■  26285ValleyView.com

Mary Bell
Exceptional Representation For Individual Needs

Shown by Appointment

KNOWLEDGE • SERVICE • CONVENIENCE 
IS WHY YOU SHOULD CHOOSE MURPHY’S

Robert Wells 
    General Manager

34 Years Experience

Free Delivery Anywhere in Monterey County 
831-659-2291

10 West Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley Village

Palenke Arts founder and director Juan 
Sanchez.

Greenwald said it was no easy chal-
lenge to bring the show together during 
the pandemic. To help make it possible, 
the Carmel Art Association built a website 
specifically for the show at caaftloagallery.
com. Each artist has a page with pictures 
and a profile.

“We had to reinvent our game plan 
during Covid,” Greenwald added. “We felt 
it was important to do the show for the con-
tinuity of the students. It’s much harder to 
do it virtually. The website is beautiful — 
we feel like it came out quite well under the 
circumstances.”

The gallery will livestream a virtual 
reception for the show Saturday at 5 p.m., 
and the students will be there to talk about 
their work. The pieces are also for sale and 
are priced modestly enough to fit any bud-
get.

Kids unveil online 
V-Day show

Calling attention to the next generation 
of local artists, the Youth Arts Collective 
unveils its annual — and now virtual — 
Valentine’s Day Art Show Feb. 10. The 
work can be viewed at yacstudios.org.

ART
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“Our online shows are now produced 
with a page for each artist with their art, a 
short video and a few words from the art-
ists themselves,” co-founder Meg Biddle 
told The Pine Cone. “The videos were a 
big hit last time, so it should be a fun way 
for you to view the show and get to know 
the artists.”

Thirty-five student-artists ages 14 to 
22 are participating in this year’s exhibit, 
which features an array of paintings, draw-
ings, digital art and more. “The artwork is 
as varied as the artists are,” Biddle added.

Founded by Biddle and Marcia Perry in 
2000, the downtown Monterey nonprofit 
mentors local student-artists and offers 
them studio space.

 Pop-up show 
downtown Saturday

Painter Scott Jacobs shares his latest 
work — which includes an original oil 
of Sen. Bernie Sanders — when he hosts 
a pop-up show and reception Saturday in 
a courtyard outside his gallery on Mis-
sion between Fifth and Sixth, across from 
Katy’s Place. 

Having the event in the courtyard will 
make it possible for everybody to stay dis-
tanced, Jacobs said. The artist said Casa-
nova is serving pizza and De Tierra Vine-
yard will pour wine. There will also be live 
music.

The show starts at 4 p.m. For more de-
tails, visit scottjacobsgallery.com.

fronts with great urgency,” said parent Ev-
elyn Dincer. “You need to proceed with a 
search firm and a tightened timeline imme-
diately.”

Several other parents agreed the search 
needs to get started now and supported the 
idea of circling back to the previous final-

SCHOOLS
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ists to see if any of them are still a possible 
fit, as well as willing and available.

Ask the parents
Jill Lewis said the district “absolutely” 

needs a parent committee, especially when 
searching for a new superintendent, and 
that parents must be allowed to interview 
candidates.

“Prove you want to be transparent,” she 
said. “Prove you want to meet the needs of 
a broad majority of parents and students.”

Some speakers said they have been ask-
ing for a superintendent search for months 
and accused board members of stalling 
because they had planned to give Dellis 
the job but now have to find someone else, 
without much time to do so.

“This search should have commenced 
in the fall, which shows your intention was 
to hire Ms. Dellis, and that obviously did 
not work out,” commented one speaker. 
“Do right by this community and get us 
back on the road to healing.”

Parent Sebastian Miller asked, “Do 
you want a good superintendent who will 
improve the overall quality of the district 
and put students’ interests at the forefront 
of his or her decisions, or, alternatively, is 
the most important attribute that they’ll be 
supported by district employees without 
any reservations?”

He accused Dellis of prioritizing em-
ployees over students and said if the board 
wants to find superintendent who will be 
similar, “you should hire another internal 
candidate.”

“A lot of the parents will correctly re-
gard that as a giant middle finger to their 
interests,” he said.

The new superintendent needs to come 
from outside, according to Sarah Miller. 
“Community members have been begging 
this board to start a search firm for months, 
and this board actively refused and repeat-
edly rejected those pleas,” she said. 

“Step up and act with purpose and ur-
gency.”

She said the district “cannot afford any 
more inefficiency in this process, and we 

cannot afford another inadequate superin-
tendent.”

And Shel Lyons said the board could 
make a selection quickly while still con-
ducting a strong search, putting a new 
person in charge of the district as early as 
mid-March.

Point people
Board members agreed they need to 

start the search now but should hire a firm 
to handle it, and Anne-Marie Rosen sug-
gested appointing Florence Buchenroth, 
whom she said is very familiar with the 
district and is highly qualified and expe-
rienced in many aspects of education, to 
serve as interim while the process is un-
derway, to relieve the time pressure. No 
one committed to that idea, but several de-
scribed it as a strong Plan B.

They then decided board clerk Tess Ar-
thur and president Sara Hinds should make 
up the committee overseeing the search, 
though Rosen — who said she had the time 
and energy to put into it — disagreed.

“A lot of the community sees me as 
somebody who will be coming at it from a 
different perspective,” she said, and there-
fore parents and others who have felt alien-
ated by the board and district during the 
pandemic will be mollified if she’s on the 
committee.

“We have certainly taken some hits,” 
board member Karl Pallastrini agreed, but 
he felt Arthur and Hinds would be good for 
the task because they have a few years of 
experience on the board, and the motion 
passed 4-1.

We pay for news photos!
The Carmel Pine Cone will pay up to $50 for photos of 

newsworthy events around the Monterey Peninsula. 
Submit yours to news@carmelpinecone.com. 

Payment made for photos accepted for publication.  
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G L A C I E R  B A R  M D

$
each syringe of filler!

Get kissable lips just in time
for Valentine’s Day!

831-250-5894 
Mon-Fri 11am-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm

26135 Carmel Rancho Blvd, Suite F-21, Carmel
www.glacierbarmd.com

Rebecca Wolf Arnold
831.241.2600
www.SellingCoastalCalifornia.com
DRE#01706104

Significant Luxury Sales – 2020

Top 2% of Licensed Agents in the Monterey County. 
Honored to have represented the buyers and sellers  

of these lovely homes and many others last year!

3141 17 Mile Drive, Pebble Beach
5 Beds, 4 Baths  ■  3,427 sq. ft.  ■  1.42 acre lot 

Represented Sellers  ■  SP: $7,000,000

175 Sonoma Lane, Carmel
3 Beds, 3.5 Baths  ■  4,769 sq. ft.  ■  35,050 sq. ft. lot

Represented Buyers  ■  SP: $5,200,000

6 Vuelo De Las Palomas, Carmel
5 Beds, 6.5 Baths  ■  6,679 sq. ft.  ■  19.97 sq. ft. lot

Represented Buyers  ■  SP: $4,650,000

24319 Monterra Woods Road, Monterey
5 Beds, 6 Baths  ■  5,907 sq. ft.  ■  2.86 acre lot

Represented Buyers  ■  SP: $4,300,000

Carmelo 4 SW of Ocean Avenue, Carmel
3 Beds, 3.5 Baths  ■  2,242 sq. ft.  ■  4,000 sq. ft. lot

Represented Sellers  ■  SP: $4,000,000

    We take pride in our Old Fashioned Service! 
FULL SERVICE ATTENDANTS GAS/DIESEL • PROPANE TIRES • BATTERIES 

FRESH BRUNO’S SANDWICHES • BURRITOS • RED’S DONUTS & MANY MORE SNACK ITEMS 

544 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Carmel (In front of Lucky’s)
Email: gasup@lemos76.com • www.lemos76.com • Facebook: lemos 76

BEST GAS BEST GAS 
STATIONSTATION

20% OFF 
Your Next Auto Repair

(excluding smog)
Expires 3-5-21

2016-2020
Locally owned and 

operated since 1961

624-2925

LEMOS

Complete Auto Repair & Smog Inspection Service Station

Raul Maldonado 
Manager, Service 

Writer, Auto
Technician 
13 years 

experience

Victor Ramirez 
Auto Technician 

Diagnostic 
Specialist- 3 years 

experience 

Kurt McBride 
Head Auto 

Technician, Smog 
Inspector, 
Diagnostic 

Specialist - 47 
years experience 

two-time U.S. Open champ Andy North, an AT&T veteran. 
The sports world during those years served up Joe 

DiMaggio, Willie Mays, Sandy Koufax, Johnny Bench, 
Leo Durocher, Rollie Fingers, Jim Brown, John Brodie, 
Dan Marino, Ernie Nevers and Max Baer. 

Bing Crosby died in 1977, and sponsorship of his tour-
nament went corporate in 1986 when it became the AT&T 
Pebble Beach National Pro-Am, but the all-star celebrity 
lineup continued through the 1990s and into the 21st cen-
tury. 

Ray Romano, George Lopez and Kevin James are 
among comedians who have played in the tournament in 
recent years, joining a Who’s Who of the entertainment 
world that has included ballet superstar Mikhail Barysh-
nikov, actors Kevin Costner, Mark Wahlberg, Michael 
Douglas and Andy Garcia, Eagles front-man Glen Frey, 
country-western superstar Toby Keith, rock legends Neil 
Young and Alice Cooper, and pop stars Huey Lewis and 
Justin Timberlake. 

The endless roll call of famous athletes has included 
NFL Hall of Famers Steve Young, Jerry Rice, John Elway, 
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Peyton Manning, Tom Brady and Emmitt Smith, National 
Hockey League great Wayne Gretzky, soccer star Brandy 
Chastain, basketball legend Julius Erving, world champi-
on boxer Oscar De La Hoya and storied surfer Kelly Slater. 

Former president Donald Trump is an AT&T alum, 
along with George H.W. Bush and Gerald Ford, as well as 
sportscasters Chris Berman and Al Michaels.

The Clown Prince cometh
No entertainer has been more notable than Bill Murray 

— the “Clown Prince of Pebble” — who made his debut in 
1992, and whose antics have included wrestling an octo-
genarian woman in a sand bunker, tackling a tumbling golf 
umbrella on a windy day in the middle of a rain-soaked 
fairway, accepting a teddy bear from a female fan and 
punting it down the course, and climbing a tree with a lost 
child to auction her off to the crowd (“Mommy, I climbed 
a tree with Bill Murray!” squealed 11-year-hold Sarah Pe-
terson when she was reunited with her parents).

In February of 1994, PGA Commissioner Deane Be-
man criticized Murray’s antics as “inappropriate and detri-
mental to golf.” Beman was replaced as commissioner four 
months later, and the star of “Caddyshack” has remained 
the biggest draw at the AT&T for 24 of the past 28 years.

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in Monterey County. 
Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

Bistro, our historic Monterey landmark restaurant in the 
turn-of-the-century Monterey firehouse,” announced new 
owners Ken Donkersloot and Mona Calis. “We believe this 
is an opportunity to look to the future and would like to 
invest in making your special place that we have all grown 
to love even more special.”

They said they’ll use the downtime to create “a better 
and more inviting restaurant” while “still making everyone 
feel they are home again.”

 Scheid Person of the Year

After being nominated for Wine Enthusiast’s top award 
last October, Heidi Scheid has been named Person of the 

FOOD
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Year by the publication. 
“Needless to say, we are all proud of her accomplish-

ments, and now, her recognition as an industry leader,” 
said her father, Al Scheid.

The award “highlights individuals who have made out-
standing achievements over the past year in the wine and 
alcoholic beverage world.”

Scheid joined the family business in 1992 and has been 
a key player in its evolution from a grape grower selling 
fruit to other wineries, to a “grapes-to-glass wine business 
for the global marketplace,” with case production growing 
from 4,000 per year to 600,000 in the course of a decade. 

Scheid’s portfolio of wines can now be found through-
out the United States and in 15 other countries.

She has also supported efforts to get the winery’s dozen 
estate vineyards certified as sustainable, is leading the ef-
fort to produce organic wines from the new White Flower 
Vineyard — which just had its first harvest — and helped 
create and launch Scheid’s zero-sugar, low-calorie, low-al-

cohol wine, Sunny with a Chance of Flowers.
She chairs the Wine Market Council, where she’s been 

a director since 1996, and served on the board of the Cal-
ifornia Association of Winegrape Growers for nine years, 
including two as chair.  

Scheid holds an MBA in finance from USC’s Marshall 
School of Business and worked for Ernst & Young doing 
valuation consulting before joining the family business, 
where she is now executive vice president.

Everybody reads The Pine Cone
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For the Best in
Pebble Beach and Carmel

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. SIR DRE License Number: 899496 

Mike Canning DRE: 01004964, Jessica Canning DRE: 01920034, Nic Canning DRE: 01959355, Ellen Krausse DRE:02046046, and Brian Keck DRE: 02070480. David Reese: DRE: 02121762

MIKE CANNING, JESSICA CANNING, NIC CANNING, ELLEN KRAUSSE & BRIAN KECK, DAVID REESE

831.241.4458  |  TEAM@CANNINGPROPERTIES.COM  |  CANNINGPROPERTIES.COM

MONTEREY PENINSULA BROKERAGES | SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/MONTEREY

Serenity in Quail Lodge
CARMEL | 7010VALLEYGREENS.COM

Land’s End
CARMEL HIGHLANDS | 166SPINDRIFT.COM

Robert Hunter’s Fairview
PEBBLE BEACH | 3406SEVENTEENMILE.COM

Incomparable Carmel Estate
CARMEL POINT | 26262ISABELLA.COM

Mira Mare
PEBBLE BEACH | PERFECTIONINPEBBLE.COM

Ocean Views Near Cypress Point 
PEBBLE BEACH | 1139PORTOLAROAD.COM

Hacienda Retreat
SANTA LUCIA PRESERVE | 35RANCHOSANCARLOS.COM

SALE PENDING
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