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Big Sur volunteer firefighters use a wrecked car to practice rescu-
ing trapped motorists — and they say they need more cars to tear 
to pieces. See page 6A.
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Firefighters want 
your junky car

Creativity and the coronavirus, female 
photogs and high school artists ... 

inside this week!
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Carmel Valley Association President Pris Walton said 
she’s sorry to see the horses go. “They epitomized the rural 
nature of Carmel Valley,” Walton said.

In December, the Monterey County Board of Supervi-
sors approved two small but necessary steps in the approv-
al process. The owner, Hong Kong-based DL Holdings, 

Farewell to horses at September Ranch
By CHRIS COUNTS

THEY’VE BEEN a comforting and familiar sight 
along Carmel Valley Road for decades, but the horses 
boarded at Septmber Ranch are leaving so that work on a 
nearby subdivision can start.

With construction scheduled to begin later this year, 
the operator of the horse barn at the ranch decided to 
shut down, Larry Bacon of the Carmel Valley 
Association explained. “Equestrian and con-
struction activities are not a good mix, and the 
existing boarding facility will be closed by the 
end of March,” he said.

An avid equestrian who once boarded his 
horse at September Ranch, Bacon told The 
Pine Cone he recently drove by it and was sad 
to see just one horse grazing in the pasture 
that fronts on Carmel Valley Road. “I moved 
my horse out at the beginning of the month to 
Stonepine,” he said.

Will they be back?
While the last of the horses will leave this 

month, Bacon said he’s hopeful for their re-
turn. 

“Most of the ranch’s land alongside Carm-
el Valley Road will stay as it now looks, as a 
protected viewshed,” he added. “In fact, about 
20 acres at the ranch’s frontage is set aside in a 
parcel dedicated for equestrian use. When the 
dust clears, we hope to see horses returning to 
the ranch’s historic pastures.”

See HORSES page 21A

Dramatic fall in 
virus cases puts 
county within 
reach of Red Tier 
n New infections are fewest since June

By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY COUNTY reached a promising mile-
stone Thursday when it met two of three thresholds to 
allow it to move into a less restrictive California reopen-
ing tier. If coronavirus cases continue to decline, it means 
that in a couple weeks, indoor dining could resume, gyms 
could reopen, and the Monterey Bay Aquarium might even 
be able to welcome back guests.

The state’s threshold for moving Monterey County 
from the most restrictive Purple Tier to the Red Tier is a 
seven-day average rate of 7.0 Covid-19 cases per day per 
100,000 people. That number was met Thursday, accord-
ing to data released by the Monterey County health depart-
ment. The county has not had an average of 7.0 cases per 
day per 100,000 people since June 12.

The county must also meet two other metrics to move 
into the Red Tier. The county’s test positivity rate is 4.6, 
which is sufficient, and its health equity score is 8.1, which 
is close to the Red Tier criteria. 

Late March?
If current trends continue, which seems likely, Monte-

rey County could move out of the Purple Tier and into the 
Red Tier on March 24. 

“The county has to meet the standards for the new tier 
for two weeks,” county health spokeswoman Karen Smith 
told The Pine Cone. 

County health officer Dr. Ed Moreno said Tuesday that 
state health officials informed the county that it would 
soon announce changes that could make it easier for Mon-
terey County to move into the Red Tier. If that happens, 
businesses might be able to reopen before March 24.

“We thought there would be an announcement some-
time this week,” Moreno said. “One change could impact 
the criteria to move between Purple and Red tiers. We will 

Horses are gone for now from a stable on September Ranch that fronts Carmel 
Valley Road, but once a subdivision is built, they could return.

PHOTO/SEPTEMBER RANCH FACEBOOK PAGE

But they shouldn’t bother investing much time and 
money in them, according to an anonymous group who 
hired a lawyer to send the city a six-page letter calling out 
everything wrong with the parklets concept and the way 
they have been approved, and demanding they be removed 
as soon as indoor dining returns. 

If the council and mayor really want to have outdoor 
dining in parking spaces, attorney Molly Erickson told the 
city it has to amend the general plan in what will likely be 
a lengthy, contentious and expensive process.

In his Feb. 25 email to restaurant owners, Swanson in-
troduced himself and expressed his excitement to be work-

City asks owners to keep parklets spit-spot

n Anonymous group wants them gone

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER MONTHS of wear and tear, some of the din-
ing areas set up in parking spots are looking a little shabby 
— and others never have really made the grade — so the 
new planning and building director is asking, nicely, for 
restaurateurs to give them a little TLC.

“My approach is not to come in as the heavy hand,” said 
Brandon Swanson, who left the County of Monterey to 
come work for the city in mid-January. “I really am trying 
to work with them and think that comes across. Anyone 
who has a parklet wants it to be successful.”

See PARKLETS page 27A

guest house that served as the artist’s studio and gallery.
The residence also includes a 948-pipe low-pressure 

baroque organ from Germany. Norman had a deep affec-
tion for the music of Johann Sebastian Bach, and he at-
tended the Carmel Bach Festival for 60 years.

Norman foundation acquires its namesake’s home
By CHRIS COUNTS

ONE OF Big Sur’s most distinctive homes has sold 
and could soon have a new resident — but it will more 
likely be an artist than a tech billionaire.

Perched high on a ridge between Big Sur Valley and 
the Pacific Ocean, a home that belonged to the late art-
ist Emile Norman was recently sold to the 
Community Association of Big Sur for $2.1 
million. According to community association 
executive director Butch Kronlund, the sale 
also includes Norman’s art collection, which 
is extensive and valuable.

Deal closes
Kronlund said his group — thanks to the 

generosity of anonymous donors — bought 
the home with the intention of transferring it 
to another nonprofit, the Emile Norman Arts 
Foundation. He said one of its uses would be 
to provide housing for an artist-in-residence.

“We’ve closed escrow, which was a huge 
milestone,” Kronlund reported. “Now we’re 
working through the steps for the Emile Nor-
man Arts Foundation to become a 501(c)3.”

Norman’s 40-acre property includes a 
3,700-square-foot main house with three bed-
rooms and three baths and a 2,800-square-foot 

See NORMAN page 25A

The late Big Sur artist Emile Norman’s ridgetop home contains an astonishing 
number of creative treasures, as this photo of one room attests.
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See VIRUS page 17A




