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Condor lays egg in tree burned in Dolan Fire
By CHRIS COUNTS

P

ROVING THE resilience of a species that was nearly
extinct in the 1980s, a California condor named Redwood
Queen has laid an egg in a redwood tree that burned in
last summer’s Dolan Fire. Iniko, a chick that was being
raised in the tree when the fire swept through, barely
made it out alive.
“We are so excited to reported that Redwood Queen
has been spotted with Phoenix (her mate) inside the
same redwood tree cavity where Iniko was hatched last
year,” the Ventana Wildlife Society reported late last
week. “Today, VWS biologists were able to confirm
that the two have indeed paired.”
Redwood Queen’s egg is expected to hatch around
April 24. The location of the tree is kept secret to protect the birds.
From egg to chick, 24/7
After Redwood Queen laid her egg, researchers
placed a remote camera so they could have a close look
at the nesting pair and what they hope will soon be a
hungry chick.
“The fast-acting field crew were able to get the exterior nest cam up and running today so that all of us

can join in on the excitement,” the report continued.
The video feed shows the mom, Redwood Queen, trading nesting duties with her mate, Phoenix.
“Male and female condors share incubation duties,
See EGG page 15A
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Panetta seeks $$$ to fix storm-damaged road
collapse of Highway 1 at Rat Creek in Big Sur has, the
damage that done by winter storms in late January to nearby Nacimiento-Fergusson Road is so extensive that Congressman Jimmy Panetta is asking the feds for help.
“I am calling on the Department of Transportation’s
Federal Highway Administration to activate the Emer-

gency Relief for Federally Owned Roads program for Nacimiento-Fergusson to keep our communities connected to
vital resources,” Panetta announced this week.
The congressman didn’t say how much money is needed, but he said fixing the road is critical.
“After one of the worst wildfire seasons in local history, communities are now dealing with the after-effects of
the fires in the form of destructive slides due to the recent
storms,” he continued. “Since part of Highway 1 is in the
Pacific Ocean and inaccessible, many residents and first
responders are relying on Nacimiento-Fergusson Road as
way to get to the South Coast of Big Sur. Unfortunately,
this crucial access road is severely damaged and requires
major repairs to remain in use.”

Accused rapist

n Distance learning kept for high school
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Tortoise escapes from yard but doesn’t get far
By MARY SCHLEY
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School board OKs
hybrid plan for CMS

See ROADS page 18A

HE SALINAS man who’s been in jail since last May
for allegedly beating and raping a 61-year-old woman in
the driveway of her vacation house near Carmel Beach
may be heading for a plea deal, according to the Monterey
County Superior Court.
Isaac Garcia, 20 at the time, reportedly pinned the woman against the vehicle in her driveway on 13th Avenue near
Scenic Road and then hit her with a pistol until she fell to
the ground, after which he got on top of her, continued to
hit her and raped her in the early morning May 4, 2020.
Witnesses told officers they saw him walking to his
car and then heard her cries for help, and they stayed

By MARY SCHLEY

See REOPEN page 11A

In rough shape
In early February, a helicopter tour of the road revealed
18 places where there was significant storm damage.
It took five days for heavy equipment crews to clear the
road between Fort Hunter Liggett and Highway 1, but it
remains closed to the public indefinitely due to slides and
storm damage.
This week, Andrew Madsen of the United States Forest

LARGE tortoise that escaped from its yard
on Lincoln near First Feb. 21 was found ambling
up Pescadero Road behind Stevenson’s lower
school nearly two weeks later and reunited with
its owner, Eric Katz, after nearly being run over
by cars.
“Urgent alert,” Katz posted online Feb. 21.
“Turtle escaped one hour ago. May be in someone’s backyard.”
Somehow, the wayward reptile managed to
survive, despite very cold (for Carmel) conditions
during the past couple of weeks, and was rescued
from passing cars by resident Paul Falworth, who
saw it on Pescadero Road a few blocks from the
yard it had abandoned.
“It was crossing the road when I rescued it from
passing cars,” he said March 5. “It’s now on its way

may get plea deal

ONTEREY COUNTY’S gyms, indoor restaurants,
movie theaters and even the aquarium could get the goahead from state regulators to reopen as early as March
17 under revised coronavirus shutdown rules announced
this week.
But the rules are so confusing, their significance only
started to become clear Thursday — and even then it
wasn’t certain what they meant.
Based on guidelines in effect since late August, Monterey County barely missed the mark this week for moving
from the Purple Tier to the less restrictive Red Tier when
state regulators said its rate of new cases was 7.2 — just
over the 7.0 required.
The setback would have kept many types of local businesses closed until at least March 31.
“We are very close to the threshold for the Red Tier,”
Monterey County health officer Dr. Ed Moreno told the
county board of supervisors Tuesday afternoon.
But even as Monterey County was getting close to qual-

HE CARMEL school board voted late Wednesday
night to let Carmel Middle School students return to their
classrooms in some fashion once Monterey County reaches the Red Tier, but to keep high school kids at home — albeit with more access to campus for various activities and
to meet with teachers and friends.
“We’re excited about the middle school and the high
school, and really our desire is to get as many students
back on campus as possible safely,” interim superintendent
Trisha Dells said at the March 10 meeting. “We’re trying
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Excavators carve an access road to the downslope edge of the
site where a 150-foot section of Highway 1 collapsed Jan. 28.

Confusion over
when county
could reopen
By KELLY NIX

After losing her longtime mate in the Dolan Fire, Redwood Queen has
a new mate, along with an egg.

WHILE IT hasn’t received the attention that the
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n March 17, 24, 31 or ... ?
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How many people does it take to corral an AWOL tortoise? This one was
found nearly two weeks after escaping from a yard.
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