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Orange Tier brings 
more freedom for 
residents, businesses

By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY COUNTY moved into the less restric-
tive Orange Tier Wednesday, allowing more people to dine 
in restaurants, go to church and taste some wine, and Gov. 
Gavin Newsom said Tuesday that most coronavirus restric-
tions on businesses and public activities would be lifted by 
June 15, just in time for summer.

The news comes as coronavirus cases continue to de-
cline in Monterey County, with just 102 during the last 
seven days, the lowest weekly total since mid-May 2020. 
The county’s vaccination rate has been climbing, with 
about 41 percent of residents 16 and older having received 
at least one dose of the Pfizer, Moderna or Johnson & 
Johnson vaccines.

Bigger crowds
Monterey County’s move into the Orange Tier allows 

restaurants and churches to increase capacity to 50 percent 
from 25 percent, and gyms and fitness centers to be open 
indoors at 25 percent capacity. The Orange Tier also per-
mits the Monterey Bay Aquarium to operate at 50 percent 
when it opens next month, and movie theaters to bump 
capacity to 50 percent.

Monterey County has been out of the highly restrictive 

calling for the removal of the Padre. Following comments 
at school board meetings last summer, when some said the 
mascot “represents the enslavement and genocide of local 
indigenous peoples and their cultures,” and others defend-
ed its traditional place at the school, the board asked the 
CHS community, headed by Lyons, to decide whether the 
Padre icon should remain. 

Last October, the school board adopted a new mascot 
naming policy that says all “mascots, nicknames, symbols, 
banners, flags, pennants, or similar identifiers used by a 
school’s sports teams, extracurricular clubs, curricular 

CHS wants to know how you feel about mascot
By MARY SCHLEY

NEARLY A year after former Carmel High School 
students circulated an online petition demanding the re-
placement of their alma mater’s mascot, the principal of 
the school is asking community members to share their 
opinions in a survey on whether the Padre, which has been 
used for more than 80 years, should stay or go. 

“The data from this will be used by our mascot study 
group to weigh in on whether to validate the continued use 
of the Padre as our school mascot or to make a change,” 
Jonathan Lyons said. “This is not a naming competition, 
but the first step in determining what the group’s report 
will contain.”

The study group was formed late last year to include 
CHS students, staff, alumni and “outside academic repre-

sentation,” but it does not include any community mem-
bers without a direct connection to the school. Therefore, 
the survey (tinyurl.com/carmelmascot) is their first chance 
to express themselves about the mascot, which is a carica-
ture of one of the Spanish padres who established the Cal-
ifornia Mission system in the late 18th century and opened 
the door to European settlement and the development of 
the California that exists today.

While they built churches, created towns and spread the 
Catholic faith, the padres also mistreated the state’s indige-
nous population, and with “social justice” protests sweep-
ing the country last summer, CHS alumni Noelle Smith, 
Rachel Mosolf and Evynn LeValley circulated a petition 

See MASCOT page 17A

It’s offIcIal: Moco 
Is full of racIsM

n Supes vow to ‘dismantle’ it 

By KELLY NIX

FOLLOWING DOZENS of other cities and counties 
in California and the nation, members of the Monterey 
County Board of Supervisors this week declared racism 
a “public health crisis” and said discrimination and op-
pression are responsible for widespread “inequities” in the 
county. 

The supervisors Tuesday unanimously OK’d a resolu-
tion calling out racism as a major problem in Monterey 
County. They also pledged to “promote equity, inclusion 
and diversity in housing, employment, economic develop-
ment, health care and public safety.” 

Many aspects
“Racism creates disparate outcomes in many areas of 

life that serve as the elemental foundation of the county’s 
strategic initiatives, including housing, education, employ-
ment and the economy, public safety and criminal justice 
and physical and behavioral health,” the resolution, intro-
duced by Monterey County Health Department director 
Elsa Jimenez, said.

See CARS page 22A

Schools all over Monterey County 
have either reopened or are getting 
ready to, and many of them have been 
posting photos to show how students 
are settling back into their old routines. 
At right, youngsters at Stevenson Lower 
School celebrate their return March 
25. Below, from left, at Chartwell 
School in Seaside, a water rocket pro-
vides a lesson in physics, two students 
at All Saints School in Carmel Valley 
share a moment, and at Stevenson 
School in Pebble Beach, an image 
from a photo show illustrates how one 
family spent the shutdown.

Car Week organizers 
move into high gear

By MARY SCHLEY

THIS WEEK’S shift to the Orange Tier — and the an-
nouncement from Gov. Gavin Newsom that the tier system 
could be gone by mid-June — gave Car Week organizers 
a giant boost in confidence their events will happen this 
year.

“Of course, we don’t know what guidelines will be in 
place in August, but the recent announcements all seem 
very positive,” said Sandra Button, chairman of the Peb-
ble Beach Concours d’Elegance. “And not just for us, but 
in general for the community, that things are going in the 
right direction.”

‘Fantastic news’
“It just makes us more optimistic,” said Barry Toepke, 

director of heritage events and public relations at Weath-
erTech Raceway Laguna Seca. “It’s fantastic news to our 
ears, and I would assume for local businesses.”

“We are all planning on a happy and healthy Car Week,” 
said Gordon McCall, who hosts McCall’s Motoworks Re-
vival with wife Molly and plays a key role in the Quail 

After an all-out effort to repair a landslide blocking Highway 1 in 
Big Sur before the summer season, Caltrans announced this week 
that April 30 is the new target date. See page 5A.

PHOTO/CALTRANS

See FREEDOM page 21A

See RACISM page 20A

What’s this strange place called ‘school’?

Highway reopening set




