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The irascible pride 
of the Carmel literati

First mention —

By ELAINE HESSER

MARY AUSTIN may not be a name that leaps to 
mind as quickly as Robert Louis Stevenson or John Stein-
beck when you think of local authors, but the prolific 

writer and playwright who 
produced dozens of works 
of fiction and nonfiction 
between 1903 and the late 
1920s was resident of and/
or regular visitor in Car-
mel from 1907 until 1914 
— becoming not only one 
of the town’s original bohe-
mians, but perhaps the first 
person to complain that the 
city was being ruined.

She first appeared in 
The Pine Cone’s pages not 
once, but three times in the 
issue of May 12, 1915 — 
just three months after the 
newspaper was founded. 
First, her play, “Fire,” was 

mentioned in a three-year retrospective of the Western 
Drama Society by Herbert Heron, a two-time mayor best 

Mary Austin

a network of trails, which the coastal commission is en-
dorsing.

During Friday’s online Big Sur Multi-Agency meet-
ing, resident Butch Kronlund showed how the trail would 
mostly utilize existing trails as it winds its way through 

Big Sur reSidentS, agencieS claSh over coaStal trail 
By CHRIS COUNTS

MORE THAN a decade after the late Jack Ellwanger 
convinced state officials to let residents choose the path 
the California Coastal Trail would take through Big Sur, 
the locals made a presentation on their plan last Friday 
— and the California Coastal Commission pretty much 
poured cold water on it.

The two sides appear to be far apart, 
which Sen. John Laird’s policy advisor, 
Kate Daniels, pointed out to everyone at 
the close of the presentation. 

The first point of contention is what 
route the trail would take. Locals say the 
only viable place to put a trail is deep in 
the backcountry on existing trails, but that 
would make it off limits to anyone who 
isn’t in good shape, not to mention people 
with disabilities.

Too far from sea?
But the coastal commission is insistent 

that the trail should be located “within 
sight, smell and sound of the ocean,” and 
be accessible to far more people. They 
won’t say precisely where it would be lo-
cated, but it’s hard to imagine any other 
option than running it alongside Highway 
1, where safety, private property and right-
of-way issues abound.

The second point of contention in-
volves whether a single trail will constitute 
the Big Sur stretch of the California Coast-
al Trail, which is what the locals want, or 

See TRAIL page 20A

the deepening immigration crisis at the Southern border — 
Panetta and other members of the congressional bipartisan 
Problem Solvers Caucus visited several spots, including 
a detention center for migrant children in Donna, Texas, 
which made headline news after photographs emerged of 
children being held in cramped quarters.

In an interview with The Pine Cone Wednesday, Panetta 
said he saw the same overcrowded conditions depicted in 
the images.

“We saw numerous pods filled with unaccompanied 
minors,” Panetta told The Pine Cone during 
an interview Wednesday. “And yes, they are 
all crammed in there. They range in ages up 
to 17 years old.”

Plastic walls
Groups of children were separated by 

plastic-sided rooms, he said. The makeshift 
areas each hold 32 kids, according to news 
reports.

The youngest child Panetta met was a 
3-year-old girl from Central America, who 
was with her sister, also a minor. The Dem-
ocratic congressman from Carmel Valley, 
who used rudimentary Spanish and had 
interpreting help from Pennsylvania Rep. 
Conor Lamb, spoke to about 10 kids during 
his visit.

“I basically asked what countries they 
were from. And they were from Honduras, 

Panetta visits migrant children at southern border  
n Says Biden, home countries should act

By KELLY NIX

CONGRESSMAN JIMMY Panetta last weekend 
witnessed migrants crossing from Mexico into the United 
States and visited an infamous Texas detention center for 
unaccompanied migrant children — experiences he called 
“intense and sobering.”

During his second trip to Texas in two weeks — amid 

See BORDER page 21A

Teenagers lining 
up for vaccine
n County vaccination rate at 48 percent

By KELLY NIX

NEARLY HALF of eligible residents in Monterey 
County have received at least one dose of the Covid-19 
vaccine, the county health officer reported this week, and 
many more can now get immunized since the state health 
agency opened the door Thursday for anyone 16 and older.

Hospitals in Monterey County said teenagers in that 
category started getting the shot that morning.  

Salinas resident Ariana Pennise, 16, went with her mom 
to Salinas Valley Medical Clinic — operated by Salinas 
Valley Memorial Healthcare System — early Thursday for 
the Pfizer version. And just like for everyone else, the vac-
cine is free for teenagers.

“It was a super smooth process and I’m excited to be a 
part of the solution,” said Pennise, who was among the first 
teens in the new eligibility tier in Monterey County to get 
the shot. “It didn’t hurt at all. I’m going to encourage all 

Rep. Jimmy Panetta talks to migrants at a U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
processing area underneath the Anzalduas International Bridge in Mission, Texas.
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Ariana Pennise, 16, of Salinas gets her first shot of the Pfizer vac-
cine Thursday from Salinas Valley Memorial nurse Angela Fuidge, 
as the teen’s mom, Cheryl, observes.
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Officer Gerald Maldonado was on patrol April 10 
when he stopped a car on Junipero behind Carmel Plaza 
at around 1:15 p.m. because it didn’t have a front license 
plate and had a defective brake light, according to Wat-
kins. Maldonado discovered the driver, 21-year-old An-
dres Mora, was on probation and asked if he had anything 
in the car.

“He said yes, he had pills, and they were fentanyl,” 
Watkins said. 

Tiny bit of fentanyl closes downtown street 
By MARY SCHLEY

FIREFIGHTERS SHUT down a block of Junipero 
Street for several hours Saturday afternoon and summoned 
a hazmat-removal team after police stopped a driver who 
admitted having fentanyl in his car, according to Carm-
el Police Sgt. Jeff Watkins. While it’s safe when carefully 
used in a medical setting for pain control and anesthesia, 
fentanyl can be extremely toxic, with even a tiny amount 
capable of causing death.

“If it gets in the air and you breathe it, you can die,” he 
said. “It’s a super dangerous drug.”

See DRUG page 21A

See VIRUS page 18A

See AUSTIN page 25A

Junior golfer Cullen Pritchard tees off at No. 2 during the grand opening of 
The Hay in Pebble Beach Thursday. The original par-3 course opened in 1957 
and was a great way to spend the lunch hour. For its history, see page 23A
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Grand debut for ‘The Hay’ 


