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Newsom visits Big Sur, warns of disasters to come

Gov. Gavin Newson (front of group at left) and other officials got a 
tour of a work site on Highway 1 Friday. After participating in a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony, Newsom (above) took questions from reporters, 
including one about the recall election he faces. See Page 9A.
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Planning commission sends Pastor’s ‘Pit’ design back to drawing board

By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER THE planning commission weighed in 
Wednesday on developer Patrice Pastor’s proposal to build 
a complex with 12 apartments and 15 shops at what’s be-
come known as The Pit, and a handful of former town of-
ficials made comments, one thing was abundantly clear: 
The plan for what is being called Ulrika Plaza has to go 
back to the drawing board.

“The message to the developer is that this project needs 
to be redesigned,” said the chair of the planning commis-
sion, Michael LePage.

LePage and others spoke out on Pastor’s plan during 
the online workshop. Architect Henry Ruhnke kicked off 
the event by reporting that an “overwhelming number” 
of comments he has received about the design have been 
positive, and he called it “appropriate and sensitive to Car-
mel.”

“The Pit” on Dolores Street will become a housing and commercial 
development — if building plans can pass muster with the city.

Covid researchers 
want your blood … 
and will pay for it 

By KELLY NIX

IF A letter arrives asking you to answer some 
Covid-19-related questions and submit a finger-prick 
blood test to determine if you have antibodies for the vi-
rus, don’t toss it in the trash — you’re among a select few 
chosen to participate in an important new study.

Monterey County Health officer Dr. Ed Moreno an-
nounced Tuesday at the board of supervisors meeting that 
the county is one of only seven in California chosen to 
take part in a study, called CalScope, which seeks to deter-
mine how many people are immune to coronavirus, either 
through infection or vaccination.

“They want to learn about Covid-19 prevalence by de-
mographics, such as age, race, ethnicity and by region,” 
Moreno told reporters during a press briefing Wednesday. 

The study is run by the California Department of Pub-
lic Health and Stanford University.

Gift cards
County residents chosen to participate will be asked to 

fill out a roughly 20-minute online survey on “basic in-
formation about you and your household, as well as your 
activities and medical history,” the CalScope website says. 
They will also be asked if they would like to receive a free 

Ire over omission of 
Asians in race resolution 

By KELLY NIX

A BOARD member and former president of the coun-
try’s oldest and largest Asian American civil rights orga-
nization said the Monterey County Board of Supervisors 
“promoted systemic racism” when they approved an “an-
ti-racism” resolution earlier this month that failed to in-
clude any mention of people of Asian heritage. 

In an April 6 resolution declaring “racism a public 
health crisis,” the supervisors said racism against Black 
and Latino people “creates disparate outcomes in many ar-
eas of life,” including in housing, education, employment 
and physical and behavioral health. 

‘Marginalized’
But despite several documented verbal assaults on peo-

ple of Asian heritage in Monterey County in the past year 
— three of them in the Monterey Peninsula — there was 
no mention of the group in the resolution.

Asked about the omissions last week, Monterey County 

See BLOOD page 18A

See RACE page 21A

School staff, including teachers, supported the Padre a lit-
tle more, with 54 percent voting to retain the Padre and 46 
percent voting to replace him.  Parents also favored keep-
ing the Padre, 60 percent to 40 percent, with 378 people 
responding.

The most well-represented group in the poll 
was alumni, with 779 graduates taking the 

time to answer the questions, and perhaps 
not surprisingly, 70 percent of them voting 
in favor of keeping the Padre. And “com-
munity members” — presumably people 
who have no direct connection to the 
school — also voted in favor of keeping 
the 80-year-old mascot by a margin of 64 
percent to 36 percent. 

When asked to select from a number 
of “influencing factors” on their answers, 

the majority — 1,005 people — picked “long-
standing tradition,” with “important part of the 

pride of alumni” coming in second at 725, and “I like the 
current mascot,” the third most common reason, with 666 
votes. Of the negative factors, “oppression of a minority” 
got the most, 523, followed by “mascot is a religious sym-
bol,” with 484, and “symbolizes colonization,” at 466. The 
least common reason was the fact that other schools have 
changed theirs, which only influenced 169 people.

In the words-people-associate-with-the-mascot section, 
the most frequent answer, with 670 people choosing it, was 

Mascot supported by CHS students, staff and alums
n Poll: 62 percent want him to stay

By MARY SCHLEY

THE PADRE should remain Carmel High 
School’s mascot, according to survey results re-
leased by CHS principal Jonathan Lyons. The 
survey is part of an extensive process the 
school is undertaking to decide whether 
the mascot — a caricature of one of the 
Spaniards who founded the California 
Missions system and helped establish 
towns throughout the West in the 1700s 
— should stay or go. 

The issue arose last summer after an 
online petition asked for the change, say-
ing “it is time for Californians to reappraise 
our history and the figures we take pride in” 
because of the “unjust and shameful treatment of 
California Indians” by European settlers.  

‘Remain the Padres’
But in the online poll, 62.1 percent of respondents said 

the school should “remain the Padres,” with 37.9 percent 
wanting a new mascot. Of those who answered, just over 
53 percent were age 46 and older, while people 30 and 
under accounted for 32 percent, with the balance in the 
31-45 age group.

The 405 students who responded were narrowly in 
favor of keeping the mascot, 52 percent to 48 percent. See MASCOT page 16A
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See PIT page 17A

Ruhnke described Pastor as a “great developer” who is 
taking over a “very challenging project,” and has enough 
resources “so no expense will be spared.”

The architect also noted that Pastor’s proposal is small-
er in scale than a previous plan by one-time property own-
ers Bob Leidig and Michael Draper, which fell apart more 
than two years ago when they couldn’t get funding.

‘Conflicting styles’
The design combines Tudor and Mediterranean styles. 

Also proposed is a rooftop deck, along with a lower-level 
gym and garage with 27 parking spaces. The site, located 
at Dolores and Fifth, measures 16,000 square feet. 

But former town planning commissioner Don Goodhue 
dismissed the design.

“It’s two conflicting styles,” Goodhue said. “It’s a 


