Class of 2021

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES
The Class of 2021 moves on, setting their eyes on art,
business, sports — and space ... inside this week!
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IVING THE go-ahead for Concours on the Avenue
and other Car Week events this year, the city council unanimously voted Tuesday to authorize street closures for the
Aug. 10 Concours on the Avenue, as well as the smaller
Prancing Ponies event Aug. 11 and a new display of rare
Ferraris Aug. 12.
As she did last month, community activities director
Ashlee Wright encouraged council members to OK closing the streets, with the understanding that various measures will be taken to ensure people’s safety in light of
the coronavirus pandemic and that organizers will follow
whatever rules are in effect.

Using railroad spikes, saw blades, shovel heads and an assortment discarded objects, artist Rusty Croft of Carmel Valley
pays tribute to an icon of the Old West. See page 17A.
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Council gives three car shows the green light
By MARY SCHLEY
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Burdens
In anticipation of the June 15 lifting of many restrictions, the state issued new guidelines for “mega-events,”
defined as more than 5,000 people indoors and more than
10,000 people outdoors. The state strongly recommends
asking for proof of vaccination or negative test results
from guests and requiring those who don’t have one or the
other to wear masks. Although the Prancing Ponies and
Ferrari shows will be smaller, Wright recommended imposing the same requirements across the board.
She also noted that enforcement of the state’s mega-event rules would put “physical” and “monetary” burdens on event organizers.”
“I think the rules are important, but I think it’s also important to understand what we’re asking of people as we
go forward,” she said, adding that Concours on the Avenue
is one of the largest and most important events held in the

city each year. “Car Week is so important to our Peninsula
— it’s important to our city — I hope we can do something
that balances out the safety needs without breaking the
backs of our event organizers.”
Doug and Genie Freedman, founders and organizers of
Concours on the Avenue, agreed to reduce the number of
See CARS page 14A
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The 1975 Ferrari Testa Rossa that was named Best of Show at the
2017 Concours on the Avenue.

Don’t toss masks yet
How many cars drive through Big Sur, anyway? — agency wants you to
its own by installing a traffic counter just north of Malpaso keep wearing them
By CHRIS COUNTS

FOR YEARS, Big Sur residents have tried to figure

out how many cars travel along Highway 1 annually — in
part so they can use the data to lobby government agencies
for solutions to congestion at tourist hot spots.
After asking Caltrans to get the data, the Community
Association of Big Sur received permission to collect it on

Banded owls yield
valuable species info
By CHRIS COUNTS
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SMALL group of volunteers has put up more than
140 boxes for barn owls in the Monterey Bay area, and this
spring there’s a bumper crop of owlets, the group’s leader
said. To help track the health and migratory behavior of
the birds, the babies are being banded, Rebecca Dymytryk
of the group Wildlife Emergency Services told The Pine
Cone.
“Many of the boxes are full of baby owls about 4 to 5
weeks old, which is just the right age for them to be fitted
with identification rings,” she said. “We banded 18 owls
See OWLS page 23A
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Baby owls are being banded locally so researchers can learn
more about their somewhat mysterious ways.

Creek in the Carmel Highlands. Bear Engineering did the
work, and the foundation paid $150,000 for it after a successful fundraising effort.
“We’re putting our money where our mouth is,” the association’s executive director, Butch Kronlund, told The
Pine Cone. “We need good data — we’re trying to get an
accurate count of how many visitors are coming in. We’ve
asked Caltrans for years to install the counter, but it wasn’t
on their priority list.”

By KELLY NIX
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Data to the rescue
Kronlund said nobody even has a remote idea of how
many cars roll down the scenic route annually.
“Is it 2 million or 6 million,” he asked. “What is the
number? Let’s dispel myths.”
One number that Kronlund does have is the percentage
of people who pass through Carmel on their way to and
from Big Sur. He said a study Caltrans did indicated that

UST AS life in California is expected to return to
some sense of normalcy starting June 15 — the date Gov.
Gavin Newsom vowed to end most coronavirus restrictions — the state’s public health and safety agency is considering requiring workers to wear masks long after that,
angering business groups and citizens.
Newsom said on May 11 that the state’s mask mandate would end June 15, with only a few exceptions. But
the California Occupational Safety and Health Standards
Board, or Cal/OSHA, is considering a proposal that would
require employees in certain situations to wear face coverings until next year — even though the state’s infection and
vaccination rates and other Covid-19 metrics are highly
favorable.
At a board meeting Thursday, dozens of people spoke

See TRAFFIC page 23A

See MASKS page 10

Ken Shen, police officer extraordinaire, retires
By MARY SCHLEY

A

FTER NEARLY 30 years in law enforcement, almost 15 of them spent in Carmel, Cpl.
Ken Shen signed off Wednesday morning at the
end of his final shift in uniform. Well known
throughout the community for bringing warmth
and compassion to an often tough and challenging
job — and for his work with kids — Shen is retiring at the age of 55.
“He’s probably the finest human being I’ve
ever worked with,” said Police Chief Paul Tomasi,
who joined the department as a sergeant in 2008,
a year after Shen left Monterey P.D. to come to
Carmel. “Empathy and compassion — he brought
those as a police officer,” and he brought them on
a different level than most.
“He just loves people,” Tomasi said. “And he
taught that to our officers.”
“He really understands our community, and he
See SHEN page 22A
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In uniform for the last time, Cpl. Ken Shen (center) was joined by some of his
Carmel P.D. colleagues at the end of his final shift Wednesday.
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