HEALTHYLifestyles

Cataract treatments, workouts for your eyes and
some canine guides ... inside this week!
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Is this how you would react if your friends “flocked” you? Flo Snyder did, and for a very good reason. See page 12A.
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Firefighters explain why Willow Fire wasn’t worse
By CHRIS COUNTS

A

WILDFIRE that erupted deep in the Big Sur backcountry June 17 shortly after sunset has so far scorched
more than 2,800 acres. But favorable weather conditions
have kept the fire’s growth to a minimum in recent days
— between Tuesday and Thursday, it only burned an additional 29 acres.
“Yesterday, firefighters took advantage of the continued
favorable weather conditions and moderate fire behavior
to finish preparing contingency lines along old fire control
lines and adjacent roads east of the fire area,” the U.S. Forest Service reported Thursday afternoon.
“Crews also completed most of the community, residential and recreation infrastructure protection in the Tassajara and Arroyo Seco areas to the north and east of the
fire area,” officials said.

PHOTO/CHRIS COUNTS

s i n c e

Nowhere to burn
Even more encouraging, the fire is expected to bump
up against areas that burned in recent years, depriving it
of the vegetation it needs to keep burning. “There’s only
so far it can go before it runs out of fuel,” Andrew Madsen of the forest service told The Pine Cone. “It’s in this
little area that the Soberanes and Dolan fires didn’t clear
out — thermal images aren’t showing a lot of heat coming
off the fire.”
The cause of the fire is still unknown — and under investigation — but Madsen noted that it started along the

Marble Peak Trail near a tributary known as Willow Creek,
which is not the same Willow Creek that spills into the
ocean along the Big Sur coast. Fire officials are calling it
the Willow Fire, and it’s located just south of the TassaSee FIRE page 21A
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A hot shot crew on its way to fight the Willow Fire boards a helicopter Wednesday at Miller Ranch along Arroyo Seco Road.

City officials want you
With virus on skids, employers seek clarity on rules to plan for disasters
By MARY SCHLEY

ONLY

ONE person remains hospitalized with
Covid-19 in all of Monterey County, officials said during a
conference call with the media Wednesday.
“At Community Hospital, we discharged our last Covid
patient on the 6th of June,” said infectious disease specialist Dr. Martha Blum. “In the last 30 days, we’ve had just
three Covid admissions and only five positive coronavirus
tests out of all the tests we’ve done in the last 30 days.”
“Right now, it’s great that we don’t have any patients
at our hospital in Salinas with Covid,” said Dr. Mahendra
Poudel, a specialist in infectious disease from Salinas Valley Memorial.
“At one point, we had over 100 patients and our floors
were filled with these patients, and we were struggling to
find resources, manpower, nurses and ventilators.”
One, unfortunately
He credited the steep drop in cases to mask wearing,
distancing, and the efficacy of the vaccines and vaccination rates, with 66 percent of eligible county residents having received at least one dose as of this week.

Huge tree sidesteps
the ax by falling

Dr. Craig Walls, chief medical officer at the county-run
Natividad Medical Center, said the facility “unfortunately
has one Covid patient, as of today,” and everyone else who
was in recovery has since been discharged.
Testing and vaccinating
To keep the numbers down and continue on the path to
reopening, Blum encouraged everyone to take advantage
of the vaccines. She emphasized their demonstrated effectiveness against the more aggressive mutant strains of the
virus, including the Delta variant that originated in India
and has spread to California but has yet to be detected in
Monterey County.
“We do want everyone out there to take full advantage of the vaccines,” she said. “We particularly want to
encourage young people who may not think this is a big
deal for them to go out and get vaccinated” and enjoy the
benefits, including getting rid of masks in most cases and
experiencing the overriding relief that comes with being
protected from a virus that’s killed more than 600,000 people nationwide.
She also said that anyone who has symptoms of
Covid-19, regardless of vaccination status, should take
them seriously and get tested.
“We have seen a small number of breakthrough infecSee VIRUS page 16A
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Talk about taking your fate into your own hands. That’s what a
big Monterey pine on Lincoln Street did Monday. See page 5A.

T

HE OLD air-raid siren on top of the Sixth Avenue
firehouse still works, a test Tuesday night during the city’s
wildfire community meeting at the Forest Theater confirmed, and those signed up to receive warning texts and
messages from alertmontereycounty.org got notification of
the test — which was also a test.
The siren, Police Chief Paul Tomasi said during the
June 22 meeting, is to remind people to be on the lookout
for critical information sent by call or text in the event of
a wildfire, earthquake, tsunami or other disaster. “The key
is with the siren, if you hear it, check your phone,” for
information from the city on a threat, evacuation routes,
shelter locations and other important information, he said.
Loud and clear
“If it’s in the middle of the night, you can hear it all the
way in Pacific Grove,” Tomasi said. But during the windy
evening Tuesday, some residents on the south end of town
said they didn’t hear the siren, while another who was not
aware it would be tested made a panicked call to 911.
The county alert system would be used, along with reverse 911 calls — and even police officers driving around
town speaking over their PA systems — to get the word
out. A representative from the Monterey County Office of
See PLAN page 22A

DA drops Jody LeTowt from Tuck Box lawsuit
By MARY SCHLEY
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By MARY SCHLEY

CKNOWLEDGING HE had nothing to do with the
operations of The Tuck Box during the coronavirus shutdowns, the Monterey County District Attorney’s Office
has dropped Jody LeTowt — who owns the building where
the restaurant is located — from the lawsuit filed against
the business in January.
Last month, deputy district attorney Emily Hickok
asked the court to dismiss the case against LeTowt, who
will still have to pay his lawyer for her work on the case.
In January, Hickok sued Tuck Box owner Jeff LeTowt,
Jody’s son, for his refusal to stop serving people at his
Dolores Street restaurant when the governor’s shelter-inplace order allowed only takeout, and for not following
other Covid-19 safety rules. The suit followed similar legal
action a year ago that resulted in LeTowt paying $15,000
in fines and agreeing not to break the rules again, with

another $20,000 fine imposed if he did. Following multiple
complaints last December that LeTowt was again flouting
the rules, Hickok imposed the settlement terms to demand
the rest of the fine.
Penalties sought
While she asked a judge to issue an injunction ordering
Jeff LeTowt to stop violating the law, she also demanded
civil penalties and other fines that targeted his dad, who
holds some of the licenses for the Tuck Box, owns the
building it’s in and is a trustee for the LeTowt Family Trust.
The D.A.’s lawsuit stemmed from repeated violations,
including serving customers at tables even after the Monterey County environmental health department revoked
the restaurant’s permit due to repeated failure to comply
with the orders. She also alleged the Tuck Box’s continued
See LeTOWT page 18A
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